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PREFACE  of  VoL.  1. 


To  THOSE  who  have  feen  the  plan  and  cir¬ 
cular  letter  lent  abroad  for  the  execution 
of  this  work,  little  information  will  be  necefl- 
*  but  for  the  information  of  thofe  who 
have  not  feen  them,  it  may  not  be  impropei, 
or  out  of  place,  to  fay —that  the  following  were 
the  objefts  in  view,  and  thofe  which  were  pub- 
lilhed  as  tlie  foundation  and  intention  of  the 

work. 

“I.  To  bring  into  public  view  many  excel¬ 
lent  difcourfes  now  in  manufcript,  promifing 
great  benefit  to  theinterefts  of  religion. 

“11.  To  unite  in  one  work  fome  of  the  beft 
performances  of  the  day,  as  a  Ipecimen  of  the 
pulpit  talents  of  the  time. 

“III.  By  uniting  the  feveral  moft  important 
religious  denominations  in  one  work,  to  open 
the  door  for  the  more  extenfive  exercile  of 
Christian  Charity  among  Christian  Bre- 
TH  R  BN. 
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V.  To  afford  Chriftian  families  a  compendi¬ 
um  of  Chriftian  inftruftion. 

To  prevent  the  farther  importation  ot 
printed  fermons,  by  encouraging  the  publica¬ 
tions  of  our  own  country/’ 


R  E  F  A  e  E, 


Such  were  the  real,  and,  wc  trait,  juftifiablc 
reaions,  by  whicirthe  public  were  invited  to  en¬ 
courage  the  phiii. 


Beside  the  influence  the  plan  itfelf  might 
be  iuppoied  to  ciaiia,  it  was  fupported  by  the 
following  i;,9corrimendalion, 

‘^Having  duly  cojifideredthe  plan  of  the  Ame^ 
"  ^ R I  c  A N  P R  E  A  CH  E  R,  offered for  the  approbation 

^^of  the  public,  we  take  the  liberty  of  Jignifymg  our 
^^concurrence  in  the  fame ;  7iot  doubting  but  it  may 
f'^ivell  execute  the  objeEls  it  propofes. 

William  Livingston,  Govenor  of  the  State 
of  Neiv-Jerfy, 

George  Clinton,  Governor  of  the  State  of 
New-  ywrk. 

William  Samuee  Johnson,  Prefident  of 
Columbia  College,  and  one  of  the  Senators  of 
the  United  States. 

Elias  Boudinot,  L.  L.  D.  Member  of 
Congrefsf 
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The  facceiy 


of  the  plan  and  circular  letter 


is  fufficlently  teltilicd  by  the  exiftcnce  of  the 
work  in  its  prelent  forii);,  as  well  as  by  the  re- 
fpeiiabic  lift  of  fuberibers  who  have  iupport- 


cd  it. 


It  is  not  protended  that  nil  the  preachers  of 
the  ipiSpei  ill  tlic  United  States,  who  ate  jull' 
Iv  entitled  to  diflinaioo,  holh  Lr  the  purity 


V 


preface. 

of  their  doftrines  and  elegance  in  ftyle,  are 
among  the  number  of  thofe  who  have  fupport- 
ed  this  work  ;  but  we  believe,  that  thofe  who 
appear  in  the  follpwing  pages,  will  be  pronoun¬ 
ced  to  have  well  fupported  the  caufe  they  were 
fo  indulgent  as  to  undertake. 

\ 

Such  has  been  the  reception  of  our  plan  in 
the  prefent  inftance,  that  we  feel  ourfeives 
juftified  in  announcing  to  the  public,  a  fourth 
VOLUME  ;  and  in  a  word,  a  succession  of  vo¬ 
lumes,  fo  long  as  the  prefent  difpofition  to  en¬ 
courage  the  work  lhall  continue. 

In  fupport  of  this  plan,  we  plead  an  inclina¬ 
tion  more  fully  to  execute  the  objefls  juft  now 
recited,  as  giving  origin  to  the  work ;  and  we 
add  a  defire, 

I.  To  form  fuch  a  colle6tion  of  difcourles, 
as  may  amount  to  a  fyftem  of  Chriftian  faith 
and  pra6tice. 

II,  By  this  fyftem  to  raife  an  oppofition  to 
error  and  herefyof  every  kind. 

III.  To  dire6l  the  prefent  prevailing  dilpofiti- 
on  to  liberality  in  matters  of  religion,  into  a 
proper  channel ;  and  open  the  door  for  Chrif¬ 
tian  communion  upon  principles  a.cknowledg 
Ed  and  understood. 

To  Jay  a  foundation  for  the  univerfal  a- 


greement  of  the  Chriftian  churchy  when  the 
high  proipects  of  ^turity  fliall  be  unfolded. 

We  pretend  not  to  afpirit  of  prophecy  ;  but 
find  a  willingnefs  to  hazard  a  conjecture,  that, 
under  the  fupreme  and  fuperintending  provi¬ 
dence  of  God,  fome  fuch  fmall  beginnings  or 
dawnings  of  light  may,  eventually,  be  coniid- 
ered  as  announcing  the  approach  of  Meridi  ak 
Day. 


We  arc  not  backward  to  fay,  that  fuch  re¬ 
ligious  union  and  influence  as  this  work  labors 
to  acconipiilh,  will  add  no  fmall  dignity  and 
SUPPORT  to  the  i’Olitical  interests  of  our 
couairy.  To  the  influence  of  law,  it  will  add 
the  energy  ot  conicieiiee  and  moral  duty  ;  to 
the  iubjeCt,  it  will  adininifter  fafety  and  pro- 
teflioii  from  the  encroachments  of  arbitrary 
power  ;  and  to  all  under  its  influence,  willflied. 
the  richeft  of  civil  and  social  bleffings.^ 


A  tranfient  view  of  thofe  flakes  and  kingdoms, 
^^vhlch  have  made  the  mod:  ftriking figure  in  tlie  hiftory 
the  world,  and  which  have  been  rnoftrenowned  for 
‘‘the  felicity  of  their  government,  will  convince  us,  that 
^ ^reln''^ioii  was  by  them  always  confidered  as  a  matter  ©f 
"'^jrreat  importance  to  Civil  Society. 

(ri'eatell  politicans  and  moft  celebrated  Icgilla- 
^^tors  of  antiquity  depended  much  on  this,  to  give  lane- 
to  tlicir  laws,  and  make  them  operate  wuh  vigour 


ajici 


far]  lit 


llEfSF.  ;  On  the  Infuence  nf  religion  in  civil  foci  ety. 


^  v-^ar  nor/ 


religion,  by  regulating  and  compofing  the 
enlightening  and  exalting  the  mind,  and  pu- 
‘Piivinu’  ai  -:!  iiwli^'^ratine'  tite  heart,  ronducvS,in  ahi^^h 


F  R-  E  F  A  C  E, 


vn 


With  the  depeft  veneration,  we  dedic  ate 
our  labors,  and  thofp  of  nnr  brethren^  to  the 
GOOD  proi/tdENCE  of  Almighty  God,  and  to 
the  patronage  of  the  pious  of  every  denom-, 
ination^  into  whofe  hands  this  work  may  come  ; 
trufting  that  thofe  who  favor  it^  will^  in  the 
perufal,  find  their  attention  amply  rewarded; 


permits  them  to  entertain. 

We  return  our  grateful  acknowledgments 
to  thofe  Reverend  Gentlemen  who  have 
contributed  to  the  execution  of  this  work  thug 
far— not  doubting,  that  the  contemplation  of 

^Megree,  lo  the  peace  and  well  being  of  focial  life  :  ft 
^^makes  good  men — from  thence  the  tranfition  is  eafy 
^^and  natural  to  regular  citizens  and  obedient  fubje&. 
^‘\Vheie  private  virtue  cannot  be  found,  it  is  in  vain  to 
^dook  for  public  :  and  laws  are  of  little  efficacy  withoin; 
f^good  example.’^ 

Governor  Pattf.rson’s  anfiverto  the  congrafuJaiory 
addrefs  of  the  Prefbytery  of  Nevj^-Drunf.oick, 

Another  important  confequence  of  this  difcovery,  is, 
enlarged  liberality  of  fentiment  among  men.  The 
^diberality  to  which  I  refer,  is  difcernible  in  the  fpirit 
* ‘of  religious  toleration,  which  fpreads  like  a  flood  Over 
^‘the  face  of  the  earth.  This  toleration,  when  it  he- 
“comes  univerfal,  cannot  but  accomplifh  matters  of  the 
“higheft  importance  to  the  world.  Truth  and  reaioa 
“will  then  burft  with  irrefiftible  energy  from  the  dark 
“clouds  of  fuperftition  and  bigotry — difpel  the  miii:  of 
“error  and  abfurdity,  and  bring  the  great  family 
'‘THE  WORLD  to  an  uniformity  of  religious  belief 
worfhip.^' 

Alferd  :  On  the  progrefs  of  true  prhtdples  of  fres^ 
demy  and  good  government. 
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vui 

having  added  fomething  to  the  fupport  of  the 
great  truths  of  the  gofpel— of  having  adminif- 
tered  inftruftion  to  the  ignorant,  warning  to 
the  impious,  and  edification  to  the  faints— but 
above  all,  the  contemplation  of  having  laid  a 
foundation  for  the  progrefs,  unity  and  perfec¬ 
tion  of  the  kingdom  of  the  Redeemer,  will  af¬ 
ford  higher  reward  for  their  fervices,  than  it  is 
in  our  power  to  give. 


In  behalf  of  the  interefts  of  this  work^ 
fubfcribe, 

to  the  caufe  of  truth,  a  friend, 
and  to  the  public, 

I 

a  devoted  fervant— 

DAVID  AUSTIN, 


Eiizabeth-Town, 
Jan.  I,  1791 
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S  E  R  M  O  N  LXr. 

THE  NATURE  or  SAVING  FAITH. 

t 


ROBERT  SMITH,  D.  D. 

\ 

Paflor  of  a  Prefloyterian  Congregation,  'Peqtiea, 

Penfylvania 


II.  Pet.  i.  I. 


—To  them  that  have  obtained  like  precious  faith 
with  us. 


IN' the  facred  oracles  five  obje6ls,  efpecial-* 
ly,  are  called  precious.  The  Holy- 
Ghost  faith,  the  redemption  of  the  foul  is 
precious  {a)  The  blood  of  christ,  the  price 
of  our  redemption,  is  precious  blood  {  b  ) 
Christ,  the  glorious  ransomer,  is  preci* 
ous  to  his  ranfomed people  (c)  The  promis¬ 
es  of  the  gofpel,  in  which  he  is  exhibited  to 

VoL  IV  B  , 

(aPfa.  xlviii.  8.^  (h  1  Pet,  i.  9.)  (c  I  Pet.  ii.  "•/ 


10 


SMITH. 


us^  are  great  and  precious  promifes  (  d  )  And, 
in  our  text.  Faith,  which  taketh  hold  of  the 
promife  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus,  is  called  pre¬ 
cious  faith. 

That  is  accounted  precious  which  is  of  an 
excellent  quality,  efpecially,  if  it  be  rare. — 
Gold  is  prefered  to  brafs,  moral  virtue  to 
gold;  but  the  faith  of  God’s  ele6t  (  which  is 
the  theme  of  our  text  )  infinitely  furpafseth 
thefe,  and  every  acquifition  below  the  fun. 
It  is  a  rare  jewel  indeed ;  for  ivho  hath  believ 
ed  our  report  ?  to  whom  is  the  arm  of  the  Lord 
revealed  ?  (e)  And,  in  its  operations  and  ef- 
fe6ls,  it  is  moft  excellent,  as,  we  doubt  not,  will 
appear  in  the  fequel  of  thefe  diicourfes. 

What  tends  farther  to  raife  the  value  of  fav- 
ing  faith  in  our  efteem,  is,  ( i )  the  manner  in 
which  we  are  made  partakers  of  it,  namely  by 
the  gracious  and  fovereign  difpofal  of  heaven. 

which  our  tranflation  renders  obtain¬ 
ed,  fignifies  to  get  or  obtain  a  thing  by  lot. 
But  the  ordering  of  a  lot  is  the  foie  prerogative 
of  Jehovah,  who  giveth  the  prize  to  whomfo- 
ever  he  will.  So  faith  is  not  of  ourf elves  :  it 
is  the  gft  of  God,  if)  The  peculiar  donation 
of  heaven .  ( 2 )  That  the  weakeft  real  believ¬ 
ers  fhare  the  blefilng  together  with  the  ftrong- 
eft  Apoftles  themfelves,  greatly  magnifieth 

{d  II  Pet,  i.  4.)  {e  Jfa,  liii.  i.)  (/  EpJr  ii-  8.) 


smith; 
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our  idea  of  it’s  worth— To  them  that  have  ob¬ 
tained  like  precious  faith  with  ns.  The  faith 
of  believers  in  common  may  not  be  equal  to 
that  of  Apoftles  in  degree  ;  yet,  as  well  in  it  s 
origin,  objedts,  caufes  and  effefts,  as  in  the  na¬ 
ture  of  it’s  operations,  it  is  the  very  fame  with 
theirs.  It  is  the  glory  of  chriftianity,  that 
God  revealeth  the  myfteries  of  the  kingdom  to 
babes  and  fucklings,  while  they  HYCpid  froM 
the  wife  and  prude?it  ;  (g)  and  diftributes  to  the 
weakeft  babe,  in  Chrift  a  lhare  with  Prophets 
and  Apoftles  in  the  communion  of  grace.— 
That  which  we  have  Jecn  and  heard  declare  we 
unto  you,  that  ye  may  have  felloivjhip  with  us  : 
4ind  truly  our  fellowp.)ip  is  with  the  Fathci ,  and 
with  his  Son  Jefus  Chrft.  ( h) 

Do6t.  Saving  faith  is  a  molt  exoellent  dona¬ 
tion  of  heaven  to  all  who  become  partakers  of 
it.  In  treating  this  fubjeft,  I  flaall, 

I.  Explain  the  nature  of  faving  faith. 

II.  Illullrate  the  excellency  of  it. 

III.  Apply  the  whole  in  fome  pra6lical  ufes. 

I.  I  am  to  explain  the  nature  of  faving 
iaith. 

The  proper  idea  of  faith,  is  a  credit  given  to 
Matt.  xi.  25.)  {h  I  John  i.  3.) 
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tcflimony^,  grounded  upon  the  veracity  of  the 
witnefs  ;  which  fuppofeth  as  well  a  truft  in  the 
perion  fpeaking,  as  a  belief  of  his  word.  In 
this^  faith  difFereth  from  every  other  fpecies 
of  evidence.  Agreeably  to  this  general  idea 
of  it,  we  obferve,  that  laving  faith  confifts  in 
the  credit  the  heart  yieldeth  to  the  teftimony 
of  Chrift,  and  its  iruji  in  him  for  falvation. 
Some  good  divines  have  obferved,  that/'^wher- 
‘•"ever  faving  faith  is  mentioned  in  the  nev/ 
‘'‘^teftament,  it  generally,  if  not  always,  figni- 
‘  ^-fieth  truft  in  a  perlon,  as  well  as  the  belief  of 
doctrine.’" 

First,  faving  faith  confifts  in  the  credit  the 
heart  yieldeth  to  the  teftimony  of  Jefus,  ^"tke 

AMEN,  THE  FAITHFUL  AND  TRUE  WITNESS . 

Thisisfometimes  called  the  mind’s  perfuaiion 
of,  lometimes  its  afient  to,  the  truth  of  divine 
teftimonjA,  This  teftimony  we  have  deliver¬ 
ed  to  us  in  the  law'  and  the  gofpel,  each  of 
which  is  necefiary  to  be  believed  m  order  to 
ftilvation.  By  thefe  the  fpirit  of  Chrift  re- 
vealeth  to  our  hearts  the  glory  and  will  of 
God,  which  are  the  general  objecis  of  faith. 
By  the  gofpel,  particularly,  Chrift  is  revealed 
to  us  in  his  mediatorial  charadters,  or,  the 
glory  of  God  Alining  in  his  face,  i.  e.  in  his' 
perlon  and  mediation,  which  is  the  peculiar 
and  diredt  objedf  of  faving  faith  more  elpe- 
cially  Chrift  as  a  prieft,  is  the  immediate  cb- 
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je6l  of  faiths  as  juftifiing.  Faith  in  it’s  gene¬ 
ral  as  well  as  its  more,  fpecific  nature,  will 
neceffarily  come  into  the  defcription  to  be 
given  of  it,  notwithftanding,  we  have  it  chief¬ 
ly  in  view,  to  give  as  brief  a  defcription  of  it’s 
operations  and  efFe6ls,  with  the  praftical  im¬ 
provement,  as  may  be  confillent  with  per- 
fpicuity  and  profit.  ^ 

( 

In  faving  faith  the  heart  j4elds  it’s  affent 
to  the  divine  law  as  holy,  juft,  and  good. 

By  this  glafs  the  Holy  Spirit  refledts,  as  it  < 
were,  rays  of  the  majefty,  purity,  and  juftice  < 

of  God,  upon  the  linner’s  confcience.  In  the 
light  thereof  he  reads  the  righteous  claims  of 
Jehovah  upon  him  the  ftridlnefs  of  the  de¬ 
mands  of  the  law  ;  the  depravity 'of  his  nature  ^ 
and  praftice,  with  his  utter  inability  to  raife 

himfelf  from  the  ruins  of  his  fallen  ftate.  He  , 

* 

tries  to  pay  the  law  it’s  due  ;  but  in  vain.  He 
finds  his  heart  averfe  to  the  duties  it  requires, 
and  prone  to  the  evils  it  forbids.— Then  he  tries 
to  foften  and  clenfe  his  hard  and  polluted  heart, 
that  he  may  offer  to  God  a  more  acceptable  fer- 
vice;  but  in  vain.  The  ftone  within  him 
will  neither  break,  nor  melt ;  and  the  more 
he  endeavours  to  wafli  himlelf,  the  deeper  his 
ftain  appears.— No  way  of  relief  now  appears 
for  him,  but  Chrift.  i  Not  daring,  however, 
to  venture  to  apply  to  the  Saviour,  in  all  his 
guilt  and  pollution,  he  tries  to  prepare  him- 
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felf  for  Chrift,  by  working  fome  good  difpofi- 
tions  in  his  heurt.  '1  his  he  alfo  finds  to  be 
vain.  For  could  one  penitent  figh,  one  ho¬ 
ly  defirCj  one  melting  impreffion  of  love  fave 
hirrij  he  cannot  command  it.  Now  he  is  fliut 
up  to  the  neceliity  of  coming  as  a  totally  ru¬ 
ined  and  helplefs  linner ;  therefore  nt  the 
call  of  the  gofpel,  S'-’iFy  and  unworthy  as  he 
is,  he  attempts  to  take  hold  of  Clirift.  But, 
alas  !  The  hand  is  withered,  he  has  no  pow¬ 
er  to  firetch  it  out. --He  can  as  loon  tear  ftrong 
mountains  from  their  roots,"  or  create  a  world, 
as  root  out  his  unbelief,  and  create  faith  in 
his  dead  and  barren  heart.  .  Hence,  at  lall, 
fallingatthe  feet  o|'his  Judge  and  his  Savi¬ 
our,  he  cvKz,  Lprd,  be  nierdfulio^neafinner  \ 
A  poor,  w'orthiels,  helplefs,  undone  linner ! 
This  is  true  conviAion  of  fin,  or  a  faith  of  the 
law  wa’ought  in  the  heart  by  the  fpirit  and 
word  of  God, 


That  fuch  a  failh  of  the  law  is  neceffiiry  t© 
a  true  faith  of  the  goipel^  or  in  other  words^ 
that  a  conviction  of  fin  is  necefliiry  to  induce 
us  to  ilee  to  Chrift  for  ialvation^  is  evident 
from  many  expreis  teftinionies  of  feripture.-- 
For  by  the  laiv  is  the  hwwledge  (  i  ) 

I  ims  alive  wiihoitt  the  law  once ;  hut  when  the 
Commandme7it  came,  Jin  revived,  and  I  died''  (k) 
I  through  the  law  am  dead  to  the  law,  that  1 


[I  Rom,  m.  20.)  {k  R^m.  vii.  p.} 
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might  live  unto  GocL  (1)  The  operations  of 
faith  with  the  images  by  which  they  are  illuft- 
rated^  clearly  evince  the  truth  of  this  doc¬ 
trine.  It  is  defcribecl  by  flying  to  Chriii;  for 
refuge^,  which  iuppoles  a  lenle  of  danger. 
It  receiveth  him  in  all  his  offices^  which  liip- 
pofes  a  fenfe  of  the  need  of  him  in  all  his  me¬ 
diatorial  charafters.  The  fame  truth  alfo 
fliines  with  irrefiftable  evidence  from  the  great 
deligns  of  redemption  by  Chrift,  which  were 
to  ftain  the  pride  of  man^  and  magnify  free 
grace  ; — to  humble  the  linner^  and  exalt  the 
faviour.  That  mercy  might  have  a  triumph 
in  the  faved  finner’sbofom,  he  is  flung  with 
a  fenfe  of  his  fin  and  guilt,,  and  made  to  glo¬ 
ry  only  in  the  Lord. 

One  thing  here  merits  your  fpecial  notice^ 
namely/ ‘'although  they  that  are  regenerate 
‘'‘‘and  believe  in  Chrift,,  be  delivered  from  the 
^‘'moral  law  as  a  covenant  of  works^  fo  as  there- 
^"by  they  are  neither  juftified  nor  condemn- 
‘^‘^ed ;  yet  it  is  of  general  ule^  common  to 
‘■‘^them  with  all  men^  to  inform  them  of  the 
‘‘Toly  nature  and  will  of  God,  and  of  their 
‘'"duty,  binding  them  to  walk  accordingly,  to 
‘■"convince  them  of  their  difability  to  keep  it; 
""and  of  the  finful  pollution  of  their  nature, 
""hearts,  and  lives,  and  thereby  help  them  to 
""a^  clearer  fight  of  the  need  they  have  of 

(/  CaL  ii.  19.) 
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•^'Chrift,  and  of  the  perfe6lion  of  his  obedi¬ 
ence.  ”(^'0 

The  law  is  of  perpetual  ufe  to  believers, 
not  only  as  a  rule  of  life,  but  to  keep  awake 
in  their  hearts  a  fenfe  of  their  need  of  Chrift, 
in  every  relpeft,  and  for  every  thing.  They 
cannot  indeed  be  convinced  that  they  are  in 
a  ftate  of  condemnation,  though  they  may 
greatly  fear  it;  (for  the  fpirit  of  God  is  not  the 
author  of  contradiftions)  but  they  fhall  be 
taught,  more  and  more,  the  finfulnefs  of 
their  nature,  with  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  the 
blood  and  grace  of  Chrift,  to  purge  the  guilt 
and  ftain  of  their  corruptions ;  and  the  more 
they  become  acquainted  with  God  and  their 
own  hearts,  the  more  fully  will  they  be  con¬ 
vinced  of  this,  and  the  more  deeply  abaled 
under  a  fenfe  of  their  own  unworthinefs. 
The  moft  holy  men  are  ever  the  moft  hum¬ 
ble,  have  the  deepeft  fenfe  of  the  depravity 
of  their  nature,  and  make  the  fulleft  confeffion 
of  their  fin  and  guilt.  This  is  moft  evident  in 
the  cafe  of  Job,  David,  Ifaiah,  Jeremiah,  and 
Paul,  (ft)  Believing  views  of  God  humble 
them  in  the  duft,  pour  the  filth  of  their 
corruption  before  their  eyes,  make  them  re¬ 
ject  all  their  own  righteoufnefs  as  filthy  rags, 

(m  W.  M.  C-  Chat,  guefi’s.  9;.  dr  97.  >:  Job.  xl.  4.) 
6~  xlii.  5,d.  Pfa.  cxxx.  3  Jfa.  vi.  dr  64.  6.  Jer.  xvii. 
9.)  Phi.  iii.  8.  Rom.  vii.  18;  24.) 
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and  groan  for  deliverance  from  the  remains 
Oi  fin,  as  a  molt  otfenfive  body  of  death  '''' 

But  what  more  efpecially  claims  your  no¬ 
tice,  is  the  credit  which,  in  believing,  the  heart 
yields  to  the  teftimony  of  the  gofpel ;  the  fub- 
fiance  of  which  is  glad  tidings  of  falvation, 
through  Chrift,  to  whomfoever  of  our  fallen 
race  fiiall  believe  in  his  name. --The  believing 
foul  accepts  it  as  a  faithful  faying,  and  zvorlby- 
,  of  all  acceptation,  that  Cbrijl  jefus  came  Into  the 
■world  to  five  Jinners,(  o  )  the  chief  of  finncrs  ! 
AndGod  fo  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  bis  only 


e 


'■By  thefe,withraany other inftances  which  mio-h^  Iv- 
adduce.!  from  the  word  of  God,  the^r  fallacy 
appears,  wlm  aflert  the  perfeftion  of  grace  in  this  life, 
and  tell  us  they  live  without  fin.  If  we  Jay  we  have  no 
y/;t,  (laiththe  apoftle)  we  deceive  our  fives,  and  the 
ruth  IS  not  in  us.  I  John.  i.  8.  Such  profrflors  de¬ 
ceive  themfelves  indeed,  and  plainly  manifcfl:  their 
Ignorance  of  God  and  hi-  law,  of  their  own  hearts  of 
the  nature  of  fin,  and  what  it  is  that  confiitutes  aper- 
e  ion  in  giace.  11  o  evade  the  force  of  the  argument 
againft  them,  from  Paul’s  complaint  of  the  body  of 
death,  Bonn  tm.  24.  fome  of  them  tell  us,  the  afoQle 
tpake  this  of  himfeif  in  a  ftate  of  unregeneracy ,  or  in  a 
fate  i^.erely  of  convidlion.  /-lad  they  any  juft  dife-rn- 
ment,  or  were  they  difpofed  to  le.arn,  they  might  be  eu- 
fi*y  convinced  of  their  error  from  the  conte^'t.  We 
hear  Paul  declaring  in  the  22d  verfe,  I  deliabt  in  the 
law  of  Cod  after  the  inward  man.  Is  this  the  temper 
of  an  unregenerate  man  ?  or  of  one  in  a  mere  fbtc  of 

V  1 

{  0  I  Tim.  I.  j,-.') 
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begotten  foil,  that  whojoever  believeth  on  him,Jhould 
not perifi,  but  have  everlafting  life,  {p)  Whofoe- 
ver  believeth^  even  the  guiltieft  of  the  guilty 
and  the  vileft  of  the  vile  !  For  it  pleafed  the 
Father,  that  in  him  fhoidd  allfullnefs  dwell,  that 
ofhisfulnefs  we  might  receive,  and  grace  for  grace. 

(  q)  This  gracious  publication  invites  your  at¬ 
tention  to  the  power,  mercy,  and  faithfulnefs  of 
Chrift^  the  precious  objefts  as  well  as  grounds 
of  evangelical  faith ;  to  which  we  lhall  add,  the 
light  or  evidence  by  which  thefe  glorious  ob- 
iebts  are  difeerned. 

I .  In  believing  the  foul  is  perfuaded  of  the 
power  of  Chrife  to  fave  it,  guilty  and  wretched 
as  it  is ;  for  God  hath  laid  help  upon  one  that  is 
mighty  to  fave ;  (r)  One  who  is  able  to  fave  them 
to  the  vttermojl,  all  that  come  unto  God  by  him,  fee¬ 
ing  he  ever  liveth  to  make  inter cejfion  for  themfs) 

conviction?  The  law  of  fin  in  his  members,  the  body 
of  fin  and  death,  the  thorn  in  hisflefli,  even  af  ter  he 
had  been  in  the  third  heaven,  all  united  to  give  Paul 
the  mofl  full  conviclion  of  his  irnperfeTion.  He  was 
no  per /ectionift  in  principle,  though  a  itrong  one  in 
derire--iVo^,  fays  he,  ns  though  1  had  already  attained, 
cither  'were  already  perfcdl — But  this  one  thing  I  do, 
for  (getting  thofe  things  v^hich  are  behind  j  and  reaching 
forth  unto  thofe  things  which  are  before,  J  prefs  toxoard 
the  mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  Cod  in  drift 
Jefus.  Phil.  Hi.  13,  14* 

Cp  John  ill.  16.)  (y  Col  i.  19  •  John  i.  16.)  (i  I  fa* 
^  ^xxxix.  19.  dfa*  Ixiii,  i.)  (j"  hteb.  vii.  ^5*) 
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Fears  are  apt  to  rife  in  the  heart  of  a  con¬ 
vinced  finner/that  Chrift  cannot,  confiftently 
with  his  glory,  pardon  him  ;  becaufe  he  has  fo 
often  doled  his  heart  and  ears  againft  the  nioft 
alluring  motives  and  prelling  calls  to  turn 
and  live.  But  no  fooner  is  he  enlightened  in 
the  all-fullicient  fullnefs  of  Emmanuel,  than 
he  perceives  an  infinite  virtue  in  his  blood  and 
grace  to  purge  out  guilt  of  the  higheft  aggra¬ 
vations,  and  fins  of  the  deepelt  dye.  Now  he 
fully  believes  that  the  righteoufnefs  and  aton¬ 
ing  blood  of  the  Saviour  have  completely  an- 
fwered  the  demands  of  a  brok.en  law,— fatisfi- 
ed  the  claims  of  juftice,  quenched  the  flame  of 
incenfed  wrath,  glorified  God  in  the  higheft, 
and  procured  heaven  for  the  moft  heinous  of¬ 
fenders,  with  all  the  influences  of  grace  to 
prepare  them  for  it.  Therefore  in  Chiifthe 
finds  a  remedy  for  all  his  maladies,  and  a  rich 
fupply  for  all  his  wants — Pardon  for  his  guilt, 
cleanfing  for  his  pollution;  liberty  for  his 
bondage  ;  cloathing  for  his  nakednefs ;  fight 
for  his  blindnefs;  ftrength  for  his  weaknels ; 
riches  for  his  poverty  ;  comfort  for  his  for- 
I  row ;  the  bread  ot  life  for  his  hunger ,  and 
the  water  of  life  for.  his  thirfty  foul.  And  all 
this  for  the  praife  of  infinitely  rich  grace  ! 
How  do  thefe  views  of  a  Saviour  raile  his  fink¬ 
ing  loul,  and  become  to  it  as  life  from  the- 
dead ! 
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clit  to  t  ,T  '!  'r"  ““  f“ll  cte. 

ofChri  T',*'"'^'’'' "'“‘he  „^rcy 
o  Ch.  „t  ,s  eq.,,a  to  l„s  power  to  &ve.  Never 

ill<i  convinced  tinner  take  fandtuary  under 

e  Clots,  untillie  believes  that  Chidli  is  as 

W'lbng  as  able  to  live  him,  and  God  is  wed 

P  Cnitd  tor  his  righteoiifnefs’  fake  It  is  a 

lOef!!,  egainft,  and 

Me  *  p,,"*’ 

-  ■  7’^  “o  booner  does  an  inclination  to 

^ndnels  and  reconciliation  appear  in  him 

^an  It  nielts  the  heart  and  begets  confidence! 

IS  evicient  in  the  linner’s  cafe  The 

S  7*“'^  “a*”' 

6io\Vw.  — fne  deeper  his  convidtions 
fe  ^’veJy  his  corruptions;  at  leaft' 

lie  percieves  them  more  fenfibly  . 

commandment  came, pi  revived,  and  I  died,  (t) 

oo  gieat  a  fenfe  of  guilt  feizetli  the  treni- 
bnng  confcience  of  the  convinced  finneig  that 
le  lears  if  God  could,  confiftently  with  his 
loirour  forgive  him;  yet  he  will  not;  be- 
cauie  his  hns  have  been  committed  arainft 
i‘i  nmch  hglit,  io  many  mercies,  vvarniims 
calls  to  repentance,  frrivings  of  tlie  Spirit  ?e- 
p.co  s  oi  confcience,  and  refolutions  to  a- 
mend.  Such  a  fink  of  every  abomination 
t-ces  his  Iieart  appear,  andfo  odious  his  crimes, 

(t  Ro?n,  v'lj, 
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that  he  thinks  hell  itfelf  can  fcarcely  ex¬ 
ceed  his  bafenefs.  It  is  ealier  for  him  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  any  tinner  upon  earth  may  be  faved, 
than  himlelf.  What  increafeth  his  fears^  is^ 
that  inftead  of  an  humble  and  penitent  frame 
under  his  conviftions^  as  he  hoped  and  fti’ove 
for,  his  infenfiblity,  his  enmity,  and  other 
plagues  of  his  heart  gather  ftrength.  In  this 
condition,  fome  have  found  their  hearts  rifr 
ing  againft  the  heavens.  Some  have  funk 
down  into  the  very  borders  of  defpair; 
and  it  is  common  for  convinced  finners  to  fly 
from  the  prefence  of  infinite  hoiinefs,  as  fugi-  • 
tive  Adam,  when  he  ran  to  hide  himfelf  from 
the  face  of  his  maker  among  the  trees  of  the 
garden.  But  no  looner  does  the  diftreffed 
finner  really  believe  in  his  heart,  that  God's 
tender  mercies  are  over  all  his  works,  (ii )  and 
mercy  rejoiceth  againjl  judgment ;  (v)  no  fooner 
does  he  believe  this,  than  the  chains  of  his  cap¬ 
tivity  drop  off^  unbelief,  the  head  of  his  body 
of  death,  dies,  and  all  his  other  corruptions, 
which  received  ftrength  and  nourilliment 
therefrom,  weaken  and  die  with  it — his  heart 
of  flone  is  melted,  his  enmity  broken,  and 
his  loul  is  reconciled  to  the  crofs  and  fceptre 
of  Chrifl."^ 

X 

^  If  thefe  obfervations  be  true,  and  both  fcripture 
(u  Pfa,  cxlv,  p.)  (y  Jam,  ii  13.} 
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The  Holy  Spirit  gives  to  believers  thofe 
Ipiritiial  views  of  mercy  and  grace  in  the  Sa¬ 
viour^  by  revealing  to' their  hearts  the  excel¬ 
lency  of  his  adorable  char  afters ; — the  gracious 
defigns  of  redemption  the  love  of  the  fa¬ 
ther  in  fending  his  Son,  and  the  love  of  the 
Son  in  coming  to  die  for  finners; — the  riches 
and  freedom  of  golpel  promifes  and  over¬ 
tures;  —or  by  impreffing  them  with  his  earn- 
eft  and  tender  'entreaties  and  expoftulations 
with  them  to  hear  and  live.  By  all,  or  by 
any  of  thefe,  or  by  whatfoever  word  of  the 
gofpel  he  pleafeth,  Chrift  reveals  to  inquiring 
iouls  his  tender  mercy  and  grace  to  fave  the 
worft  of  finners,  and  draws  them  into  a  cor¬ 
dial  union  with  himfelf. 

I  have  been  the  more  particular  here,  be- 
caufe  fome  honeft  chriftians  perplex  them- 
felves,  and  queftion  their  own  fincerity,  if 

and  experience  evince  the  truth  of  them,  how  abfurd 
thi^nthelr  notion,  who  ailert,  that  the  flames  of  hell 
will  produce  penitence  in  the  hearts  of  the  damned,  up. 
on  which  God  will difeharge  them  from  their  prifon. 
Were  this  dodrine  true,  hell  would  long  flnee  have 
been  cleared  of  it\s  iifliabitants.  A  fimilar  error  are 
they  guilty  of,  who  tell  us,  that  if  God  makes  ufe  of 
means  at  all  in  the  change  of  a  foul,  it  is  the  law  ex- 
clufive  of  the  gofpel.  This  plainly  manifefts  their  ig¬ 
norance  of  the  holy  feriptures,  of  the  nature  of  fin,  of 
the  human  heart,  and  the  manner  of  divine  operations 
upon  it. 
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they  may  not  have  obtained  their  firft  relief 
in  the  fame  manner  others  have  obtained 
their and  from  the  very  fame  words.  The 
queltions  are  not^  in  what  planner,  or  by  what 
word  of  the  golpel  have  you  been  delivered 
from  the  fpir it  of  bondage  Whether  by  a 
particular  promife  applied  to  your  hearts,  or 
by  a  fpiritual  defcription  or  view^  of  gofpel 
truths,  in  general,  powerfully  imprelfed  on 
them  ?  But  the  queftions  are,  what  has  been 
the  nature  of  your  views  of  divine  objefts, 
and  what  their  effefts  upon  your  fouls  ? 

/ 

3.  In  believing  the  heart  fully  confides 
in  the  faithfulnefs  of  Chrift  to  perform  his 
promife  of  eternal  life  to  all  thofe  who  believe 
on  him.  The  truth  of  the  promife,  founded 
upon  the  faithfulnefs  of  the  promifer,  is  a  glo¬ 
rious  objedt  of  credit.  Truth  and  mercy  arc 
ever  celebrated  in  the  fongs  of  believers,  and 
infeparably  united  as  grounds  of  their  truft. — 
,  I  will  fing  of  the  mercies  ^ofthe  Lord  forever ;  with 
my  mouth  will  I  make  known  thy  faitbfidnefs  to  all 
generations.  For  I  have  faid  mercy Jhall  be  built 
up  forever :  thy  faithfulnefs  fdalt  thou  ejlablifh  hi 
the  very  heavens,  (w )  The  promiles  originated 
in  mercy,  and  lhall  be  fulfilled  in  faithfulnefs. 
What  eternal  love  hath  fpokeiiy  eternal  truth  will 
hind.  And  O  !  what  relief  to  the  convin- 

('lu  Pfu.  Ixxxix  I,  2.) 
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ced  Iiniter  to  behold  rich  merCy  united  with 
invariable  truth  inviting  him  to  fly  into  the 
arms  of  a  powerful  Savtour  ! 

The  folicitous  inquirer  for  falvation  feeks 
the  firmeft  grounds  to  go  upon  in  believing-. 

ere  he  finds  it— The  word  of  him  who  can- 
not  he  !  The  whole  gofpel  may,  in  a  general 
lenle,  be  viewed  as  one  large  promife  given 
as  our  warrant  to  believe.  All  it’s  invitati¬ 
ons,  offers,  calls, 'and  every  motive  offered  to 
periuade  us  to  lay  hold  of  eternal  life,  not  on¬ 
ly  make  a  tender  of  mercy,  but  imply  a  prom- 
lie*  to  thole  who  fliall  accept  the  offer.  But 
raore  fpecifically  and  direftly,  the  exprefs 
promiles,  or  thole  parts  of  fcripture  deliver- 
ed^in  a  promiffory  form,  fanctioned  by  the 
oath  of  God,  and  enforced  with  his  command 
to  believe,  afford  us  the  ftrongeft  warrant  to 

appropriate  Chrift  and  the  whole  ,of  his  falva-  - 
tion  to  our  own  fouls. 

His  piomifes  I  fiy^  as  well  the  more  gene¬ 
ral  and  abfolute  promifes  of  grace^  as  the 
more  fpecial  and  charableriftic .  Convinced 
fmners  often  find  great  relief  and  clear  di- 
rebtions  from  the  more  general,  or  abfolute 
promifes;  fuch  as  the  pardon  of  fin  for  God’s  ' 
OWN  NAMK  s  fake,  (.r,)  of  cleanfing  from  all 
our  filtbinefs,-Gi  giving  a  neiv  heart,  and  tak- 

{x  Ifa.  xliii  25, 
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ing  away  thefiomy  heart,  (y)  For  althoiigh 
they  may  not  plead  an  interell  in  the  bleffings 
contained  in  them  as  their  own  atStual  right, 
becaufe  they  have  never  embraced  the  offer ; 
yet  as  thele  promifes  manifeft  Jehovah’s  willing 
hefs  to  beftow  mercies,  and  contain  a  free  / 
and  generous  offer  of  them,  they  afford  the 
ftrongeft  encouragement  to  apply,  and  the 
firmeft  ground  to  plead  for,  the  promiied  fa¬ 
vours.  Perfuaded  of  this,  the  .  diflreffed  fin- 
her  arifeth  from  his  finking  difeourage- 
riients,'  and  ventures  to  approach  a  gi’acious 
and  fin-pardoning  Saviour,  pleading  his  own 
word.  Lord,  cloas  thou  hafl /aid.  Here  is  the 
very  heart,  the  hard  and  filthy  heart !  Melt 
it  with  thy  l-ove,  and  cleanfe  it  with  thy  grace  ! 
According  to  thy  word,  pardon  mine  iniquity ; 
for  it  is  great .  {z)  Let  a  trembling  finner 
live,  O  Lord,  and  I  will  forever  praife  thee. 
Let  rich  grace  forever  fnine  in  the  faivation 
of  a  wretch  fo  unworthy,  and  fo  hell  deferv- 

The  fpecial  and  characleriftic  promifes  af¬ 
ford  the  affliiSed  foul  the  moll  pointed  and 
peculiar  encouragements  to  apply  to  Chrift 
for  relief— -Such  as  thefe  :  come  unto  me  al  ye 
that  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  aive  you  reft  fa) 
VOL  IV.  D 
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Hiifi  that  cotnetb,  I  will  in  no  wife  cajl  out.  (by 
F'or  they  not  only  hold  up  tlie  rich  grace  of 
God  to  weary  and  heavy  laden  linners,  and  in- 
vite  them  to  Chrift  for  it ;  but  they  give  them 
the  ftrongeft  fecurity  that  they  fl.ali  le  ac¬ 
cepted  and  find  reft,  upon  their  con  ing. 
From  any,  or  from  all  thele,  Chrift  perfuadeth 
djftreiTed  fouls  of  his  faithfulnefs  to  preform 
his  w  ord,  and  excites  their  truft  in  him  for  fal- 
vation. 

4.  For  the  farther  illuftration  of  this  fub- 
je6t,  I  lhall  briefly  take  notice  of  the  light  or 
evidence  by  which  true  believers  difce.rn,  and 
yield  their  an’eat  to,  the  truths  of  the  gofpel. 
Now  this  is  wholly  fupernatural.— Jor  Gcd, 
who  commanded  the  hght  to  jlnne  cut  of  uarhnefs, 
hath  f  ined  in  cur  hearts,  to  gve  the  ightefthe 
knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in  ihlfacccffedus 
Chrid.  (c)  That  power  only  whii.h  prodiucd 
natural  light,  and  no  exertion  of  natural  abil¬ 
ities  in  the  fubjedt  of  it,  nor  mere  moral  lua- 
fion,  can  produce  this  fpiritual  light  in  the 
foul.  The  gofptl  is  a  glafs  by  which  the  Ho¬ 
ly  Spirit  reflects  the  div.ne  glories  upon  our 
hearts,  as  they  fliine  in  the  face  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  ;  theiefore  it  is  our  duty  to  pay 
a  careful  attent  on  to  every  inftrudtion  of  it; 
for  by  motives  divine  power  operateth  up¬ 
on  our  fouls  as  moral  agents.  But  every 

(i  Jokn.  vi.  37.}  (c  II  Cor.  iv.  6.) 
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motive  and  every  mean  will  prove  ineffedtu.  : 
al,  iintil  that  energy  which  at  firft  caufed' 
light  to  fiiine  out  of  darknefs,  rends  the  vaij 
from  our  darkened  hearts,  and  reveals  Chrift 
in  them.  Their  opinion  is  wholly  unfounded, 
who  fuppofe  there  is  no  difference  between  , 
the  aiTent  of  real  and  that  of  mere  nominal  be¬ 
lievers,  and  that  refting  in  Chrift  is  the  only  . 
ellential  adt  of  faith.  The  full  credit  given  bv ' 
the  heart  to  tlie  tefiimcny  of  the  Spirit  in  Hi's 
w  ord  is  peculiar  to  faving  faith ;  there  is  there¬ 
fore  an  e.Tential  difference  between  this  and 
the  allent  of  mere  com.mon  profeffbrs.  This 
difference  chieffy  cpnfifts  in  three  things. 

I .  The  tranfeendent  glories  of  faith’s  ob- 
jed  are  truly  difeerned  by  the  one;  the  other 
has  only  fome  dark  ineffedtual  notices  of  them. 
The  difference  is  as  real  and  as  great,  as  that 
of  feeing  an  objedt  and  hearing  of  it  only.  I 
may  hear  of  fomething  at  a  diftance,  which 
I  never  faw,  and  may  not  doubt  the  truth  of 
-the  account  given  of  it  ;  but  if  I  fee  the  thing' 
itfelf,  my  perceptions  of  if  will  be  quite  chan¬ 
ged.  So  by  a  general  faith  of  the  gofpel,  f 
may  accept  the  report  of  it  as  true,  without 
being  fenfible  of  any  doubt  as  to  the  reality 
■of  it;  yet  never  perceive  the  nature  nor 
the  tranfeendent  glories  of  the  objedts  it  ex¬ 
hibits.  In  faving  faith  there  is  a  juft  difeern- 
ment  of  the  nature  and  fuperior  beauties  of  the 
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objcft  itfelf.  To  the  true  believer  Chrill  ap¬ 
pears  as  the  pearl  of  great  price  (d  jindeed,  for 
v/hich  he  is  willing  to  part  with  every  thing 
below  the  Sun,  But  to  the  believer  in  name 
only,  he  is  as  a  root  out  of  dry  ground,  that  has 
no  form  nor  comelinefs,  no  beauty  that  we  Jhould 
define  him.  (e)  {2.)  The  objefts  of  faith  arc 
moft  agreeable  to  the  faculties  and  condition 
of  true  believers.  In  them  they  perceive 
every  thing  for  their  entertainment  and  prof¬ 
it — A  gracious  fcheme  in  wdiich  God  is  glori¬ 
fied  in  the  higheft,  and  fmners  laved  to  the 
uttennoft-^-Promifes  originating  in  mercy, 
and  fulfilled  in  truth — An  all-lufficient  and 
imacious  Saviour,  in  whom  there  is  everv 
thing  fuited  to  his  delires  and  deplorable  cirr 
cumftances.  Tliefe  are  objedls  of  his  de¬ 
lightful  contemplation,  upon  which  his  faith 
feeds  as  hidden  manna.  But  gracelefs  pro- 
feffors  have  reliflies  of  a  very  different  na¬ 
ture ;  for  they  only  mind  (favour)  the  things 
cf  the  fef).  (e)  ( 3. )  They  differ  widely  in  the 
effedts  they  have  upon  the  minds  of  their  re- 
fpedtive  fubjects.  The  imprellions  the  ob- 
jedts  of  faith  make  upon  the  mind  of  tempo¬ 
rary  believers,  are  as  a  morning  cloud,  and  as 
the  early  deiv  it  goeth  aivay,  (f)  leaving  their 
hearts  ftill  unchanged,  cold,  dead,  blind,  car¬ 
nal  and  unbelieving.  But  lincere  believers, 

(d  Maih.  xiii.  rf.)  (e  Ifa.  lia.  2-)  (e  viii. 
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with,  open  face,  beholding  as  in  a  glajs  the  glory 
of  the  Lord,  are  changed  mto  the  fame  unc¬ 
age  from  glory  to  glory,  by  the  fpirit  of  the  Lorf 
(g )  The  fpirit  of  the  Lord^  refledting  upon 
their  fouls^  by  the  glafs  of  the  gofpel^  rays 
of  the  divine  glories,,  fhining  and  fweetly 
harmonizing  in  the  perfon  and  mediation  of 
Chrift,  tranfforms  them  into  the  image 
of  the  glory  reflefted^  and  draws  them  into 
a  lafting  and  comfortable  reft  in  the  Saviour, 

II.  I  fliall  proceed  now  to  explain  the 
nature  oitniflm  Chrift,  the  fecond  confti- 
tuent  of  faving  faith.  No  fooner  does  the 
foul  fully  perceive  how  fuitable  and  well  qual¬ 
ified  Chrift  is  to  fave  ruined  finners,  than  it 
trufts  in  him  for  it’s  own  falvation.  This  a6l 
of  faith  is  called  a  receiving  Chrift^  embracing 
him,  accepting  him,  coming  to  him,  leaning 
upon  him,  and  refting  on  him  for  falvation. 
This  truft  or  reft  of  the  foul  in  Chrift  confifts 
in  two  adts,  approbation  and  acquiefcence. 

V 

Were  I  to  treat  this  point  fcientifically,  as  fomeaf. 
feft  to  treat  all  their  fubjefts,  even  the  moft  practical, 
I  would  fay,  that  the  full  credit  we  give  to  the  tefti- 
mony  of  Chrift,  is  the  primary  mode  of  faving  faith, 
which  conftitutes  it’s  very  elTence;  and  truft  or  reft 
in  him,  it’s  fecondary  eilential  mode,neceflarily  arifing 
from  the  primary.  From  the  fame  fource  do  repen« 
pance,  love,  defirc,  and  all  the  religious affedions flow. 

(^II  Cor,  In,  i8.) 
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I-  It  implies  a  hearty  approbation  of  the 
fcheme  of  redemption  in  the  blood  of  Chrift, 
as  originating  from^  and  infinitely  worthy  of, 
the  wifdom,  mercy,  and  love  of  God.  O  the 
depth  of  the  riches  both  of  the  wifdom  aud  know* 
ledge  of  God,  difplaycd  in  the  falvation  of  fin- 
tiers  by  Chrifti  is  the  language  of  a  believing 
heart— It  chearfully  receives,  and  g.ves  all 
the  praife  to,  rich  and  free  grace.  Not  unto  us,^ 
O  Lord,  not  unto  us,  but  to  thy  name  give  glory ^ 
for  thy  mercy,  and  for  thy  trutlds  fake.  ( h  )  Were 
it  left  to  the  believer's  own  choice,  he  would 
choofe  no  other  method  of  falvation.  None 
but  what  flows  from  rich  mercy  and  exalts  the 
Saviour,  fuits  either  his  wretched  ftate,  or  his 
wifliCs.  Had  he  ten  thoufand  fouls,  he  would 
venture  them  all  upon  Chrift.  Had  he  ten 
thoufand  hearts,  they  iliouid  all  be  given  to 

X'hey,  therefore,  'vhohy  tniflake  the  and  aij 

the.r  wrangling  d  fputes  apon  it  have  no  pre  per  ob¬ 
ject,  who  contend  for  repentance  going  before  faith. 
If  they  inean  a  legal  repentance,  or  convidtion  of  fin,- 
this  we  own  is  neceffary  to  faving  faith  ;  yet  even 
this  is  the  effea  of  a  general  bel  ef  of  di  vine  tefiimo 
^  uy.  But  if  they  mean  a  genuine  gofpel  repentance, 
(and  noother  repentance  properly  deferves  that  name, 
or  fiionld  come  into  the  queflion,)  this  it  is  evident,  is 
the  fruit  of  a  beheving  view  of  Chrifi,  and  cannot  be 
antecedent  to  it  ;  for  the  Saviour  himfelf  teltificth> 
th(^y  fJjafllQokupunme  'whom  they  have  pierced,  and  they 
fljall  mourn  for  him, 
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him.  Had  he  ten  thoufaud  tonguea,  they 
lliould  all  be  employed  in  his  praife .  And  all 
too  little  !  all  infinitely  beneaths  his  praife^, 
his  glory,  or  his  worth. 

z,  Truft  in  Chrift  more  fpecifically  confifts 
in  the  hearty  acquiefcen.:e  of  the  foul  in  him 
for  falvation.  It’s  leading  exercife  is,  a  reft 
in  his  propitiation  for  pardon,  and  then,  being 
accepted  in  the  beloved  for  grace,  for  glory, 
and  for  every  mercy.  He  all  in  a//— ail 
things  to  all  believers.  Content  that  he  do 
all  the  work,  and  have  all  the  praife,  they  em¬ 
brace  him  and  his  who^e  falvation,  with  all 
their  hearts,  committing  themfelves  wholly 
to  him,  foul,  and  body,  as  his  truft,  and  to  be 
employed  wholly  at  his  pleafure.  In  this  aif 
of  truft,  they  return  to  him,  and  to  God  in 
him,  as  their  fours  everlafting  reft ;  and,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  gracious  promife,  find  reft  to 
their  weary  fouls.  Return  unto  iky  reji-,  O  my 
foul,  for  the  Lord  hath  dealt  boiint  fully  ivith  thee, 
{i)  expre^seth  the  exercife  of  a  foulrefting  in 
Chrift.  With  a  joy  which  the  world  knoweth 
not  of,  they  feed,  as  on  hidden  manna,  upon 
fuch  pre  ious  words  of  grace  as  thofe;  1  have 
fatiated  the  wearv  foul,  and  I  have  replenified  i- 
verv forrouful  fouL  {k)  He*iceiome  inteligent 
>nd  very  fpiritual  divines  have  delcribed  faith, 

(tPfj,  cxvi,  7.)  {kjer,  xxxh  25O 
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ns  a  well  pleafednefs  with  Clirift  and  falvatiori 
through  him.  A  well  pleafednefs  it  is  indeed, 
ah  entire  fatiffadtion  in  Chrift  and  the  fruits 
of  his  mediation-- down  under  bis  Jfjadow 
with  great  delight,  and  his  fruit  was  fweet  unto  my 
tajle,  (/) 

In  order  to  a  more  full  and  diftindl  per¬ 
ception  of  the  nature  of  truft  in  Chrift,  let  it 
be  obferved,  that  zve  reeeive  and  refi  upon  him 
alone  for  Salvation,  as  he  is  offered  unto  us  in  the 
gofptl.  (m)  Faith  is  the  very  echo  of  the 
foul  to  the  -  gofpel  offer-- /o  we  preached,  and 
fd ye  Believed',  (n)  In  like  manner  as  we'  de- 
livercd  unto  you  the  teftimony  of  Chrift,  ye 
received  it,  and  refted  upon  him  for  falvation. 

I .  The  gofpel  offers  Chrift  fully  in  all  his 
offices,  for  wifdom,  rigbteoufnefs,  fanctificati- 
on  and  redcihption.  And  faith  correfpond- 
ing  fully  with  the  offer,  accepteth  him 
as  the  only  remedy  for  ignorance,  guilt,  fla- 
very  and  every  mifery  to  which  fin  hath  fub- 
jedfed  a  fallen  world.  Beholding  hisfulnefs, 
the  foul  replies.  In  the  Lord  have  I  righteouf- 
ncfs  and  ftrcngth .  (o)  Not  only  juftifying  righ- 
teoufnefs,  but  grace  and  ftrength  for  every 
duty,  and  every  gracious  exercife.  The  gra¬ 
cious  heart  thirfts  as  well  for  holinefs  and 

{I  Cant.  ii.  3.)  {m  Wefl.  Cm,  Quejl.  86.  )  («  11.  Cor. 
XV.  II.)  (0  7/fi  xlv.  24.) 
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inftruftion^  as  for  pardon  ;  as  well  for  delivcr- 
.ance  from  fin,  as  from  wrath  ;  and  in  one  word, 
for  every  blefling  the  Saviour  has  to  beitov/. 
But  hypocritical  profefibrs,  like  the  harlot, 
would  divide  the  Saviour would  take  pardon 
from  him,  without  holinefs ialvatiori  from 
hell,  without  qualifications  for  heaven.  Nay, 
nothing  do  they  more  dilrelifh  than  holinefs  and 
communion  with  Chrift ;  vjithout  which  no  man 
Jljall fee  the  Lord, 

2.  The  gofpel  offers  Chrift  in  due  order, — 
Chrift  hiinlelf firft,  and  then  his  gifts..  It  invit- 
eth  us  to  come  to  liim,  and  promifeth  reft  upon 
our  coming.  To  as  ?nany  as  received  nuA,to  them 
gave  be  power  to  become  the  fans  of  Gad,  even  to 
tbejn  that  believe  on  bis  name,  (p)  Chrift  himfelf 
is  the  immediate  obje<5t  of  a  believers  truft  a'nd 
alFedlions,  the  fecondary  objedl  is  the  pronriie/of 
being  heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs  of  the  i  nhe¬ 
ritance  with  hirn.  He  is  high  in  their  e  fteenr 
above  every  created  obj eft,  the  cbief  am  oiig  ten 
ihoufand,and  altogether  lovely.  ( q)  Whe\-eas  the 
hypocritical  profelfor  looks  to  the  bleli’  ,ng  only, 
but  negleft.s  the  difpenfer  of  it— Sn-  itciseth  at 
the  promife,  but  rejefteth  the  promi'fei-__Givcs 
Chrift  his  hand,  but  with-holds  his  h  icart. 

3.  The  gofpel  offers  Chrift  and  ■  all  thebleffings 
of  his  purchafe  freely,  zvithcut  m  loncy  and  without 
price;  (r)  and  faith,  difclaimii  .jg  all  goodnela 

iP  John,  u  12.)  (q  Cantyt.  10,  iC^.}  (r  Jfa.  Iv.  s. 
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wrought  in  or  done  by  the  creature,  as  a  ground 
of  trull,  in  whole  or  in  part,  dependeth  folely  up^ 
the  righteoulnefs  and  grace  of  O-hrill  lor  par* 
don  and  complete  falvation— Trfl,  doubUefs,and  I 
count  all  things  but  lofs ,for  the  excellencyof  theknow- 
ledge  of  Chriji  Jefus  my  Lord,  for  whom  I  bavefuffer- 
cd  the  lofs  of  all  things,  and  do  count  them  but  dung 
that  I  may  win  Chi'ift,  and  be  found  in  him,  not  having 
mine  mm  nghteoufiiefs,  which  is  of  the  law,  but  that 
■which  is  through  the  faith  of  Chriji,  the  righte^ 
nefs  which  is  of  God  by  faith,  (s)  Here  it  is  e- 
videntthe  apollle  rejefteth  all  his  own  righ- 
teoufnefs  of  every  kind  both  inward  frames, 
and  outward  duties,  as  lofs  and  dung  ,-asfiL 
thy  rags.  Inllead  of  trailing  anything  in  him- 
felf,  or  done  by  him,  as  his  righteoufnefs,  or  as 
giving  him  a  right  to  believe  or  hope  for  accep¬ 
tance  through  Chrill,  the  true  believer  fees  that 
his  bell  duties  and  frames  are  fo  deeply  llained 
with  fin  and  felf,  that  he  wonders  God  had  not 
mingled  his  blood  with  his  facrifices.  He  is  per- 
fuaded  that  his  tears,his  repentance,  his  prayers, 
and  every  duty,  all  need  waHiing  in  tlte  blood  of 
Chrill,  as  well  as  his  perfon  Therefore  he 
comes  to  him  as  poor,  wretched,  miferable,  blind 
and  naked,  for  gold  tried  in  the fire,  that  he  may 
be  rich,  for  white  raiment,  that  he  may  be  cloathed-, 
and  for  eye-falve,  that  he  may  fee-,  (t)  taking  his 
encouragement  to  believe,  from  the  gracious 
call  of  the  gofpel  only  and  they  w'ho  expedt 
faivation  upon  any  other  terms  bewray  their 
ignorance  of  the  gofpel,  and  deceive  their 
own  fouls. 

(x  PhiL  iiL  8^  9.}  {t  Rev*  nb  17.  iS,) 
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The  only  ground  of  real  truft  in  Chrift  fhines 
with  bright  evidence  in  the  faith  ot  Abraham, 
the  father  and  example  of  the  faithful  in  believ¬ 
ing,  who  cigaM  hope  believed  in  hope,  that  he  might 
become  the  father  of  tnany  nations;  'according  to 
that  word  which  ivas  fpoken,fo  Jhall  thy  feed  be. 
And  being  not  weak  in  faith,  he  confidered  not  his 
own  body  now  dead,  being  about  an  hundred  years 
old,  neither  yet  the  deadnefs  of  Sarah's  womb.  He 
Jtaggered  not  at  the  promife  through  unbelief;  but 
was  flrong  in  faith,  giving  glory  to  God ;  and  being 
fully  perfiiaded  that  what  he  had  promifed,  he  was 
alfoable  to  peiform.  (u)  His  faith,  laying  hold 
on  the  naked  word  of  promife,  rofe  luperior 
to  every  objeftion  of  reafon  from  the  ftrong- 
eft  natural  impediments.  In  like  manner  his 
fpiritual'  feed,  neither  trufting  their  own  righ- 
teoulnefs  in  any  fhape,  nor  kept  ofFby  difcoii- 
ragement  from  the  deadnefs  and  barrennefs 
of  their  own  unbelieving  hearts,  take  hold 
of  the  word  of  promife,  and  plead  to  it.  Lord  do 
as  thou  hojt  faid.  (v) 

But  the  falfe  profeflbr  builds  on  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  foundatioh.  He  trufts  as  his  righteouf- 
nefs,  his  convidtions,  his  repentance,  his  frames, 
and  his  duties  performed  with  fome  ferioufnefs— 
or  he  hopes  thefe  will  recommend  him  to  Chrift; 
that  on  account  of  them,  .the  righteoufnefs  of 
Chri  ft  may  recommend  him  to  the  favour  of  God , 
Thus  he  makes  a  laviour  of  his  religious  exercif- 
•es,  fubftituting  them  inftead  of  the  righteouinefs 

{ii  Rom.  IV.  i8,  i()y  zo,  21.)  {vWSam.vU.  25.) 
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Chrift^  or  uniting  them  with  his  righteouf- 
nefs  as  the  ground  of  his  pardon  and  acceptance 

with  God^  he  divides  his  falvation  between  him- 

felf  and  the  Saviour.  Miftaking  the  defign  of 
fuch  promiles  as  this;  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that^ 
labour,  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you 
red,  (^io)  he  coniip^^s  tlie  promife  of  reft  with 
his  diftrefs,  not  with  coining  to  Chrift  ;  whereas 
the  promife  is  to  be  connected  with  believing, 
or  coming  to  Chrift,  not  with  his  diftrefs  as  a 
condition  either  of  1  us  right  to  the  bleffing,  or  his 
right  to  come  tor  it;  and  his  diftrefsfui  cafe  is 
mentioned,  to  point  him  out  as  it  were  by  name, 
’and  invite  him  to  come  to  Chrift  for  a  free  fal- 
vation.  As  though  our  Lord  had  laid,  ye  labour¬ 
ing  and  fin-lick  fouls,  who  can  find  reft  no  v/here, 
com-e  unto  me,  and  I  will  eafe  you  of  all  your 
burdens,  and  give  reft  to  your  weary  fouls. 
But  miftaking  the  dehgn  of  the  offer,  as  we  have 
obferved,  the  decievecl  linner  takes  hold  of  the 
promife,  not  of  the  Saviour ;— appropriates  the 
bleffing,  not  becaufe  it  is  freely  offered,  but 
becaiii'e  he  has  iomething  to  offer  for  it.  Tliis 
is  a  fiibtle  deceit  of  the  heart,  a  fine  fpiiii  thread 
of  felt  righteoiilnefs,  with  whicli  many  decieve 
thcmfclves,  cfpecially  in  fealons  of  common  a- 
wakeiiings.  Upon  this  hidden  rock  tliey  dafli 
to  pieces,  pnft  wlicii  theyieein  lo  be  arriving  to 
the  haven  of  reft.  I'iiele  are  the  fatal  miftakes, 

I  doubt  not, off  too  many  zealots  in  our  day.  I 
ihall  condude  tliis  dilcourfe  with  a  few  brief 
oblervations. 


(w  Mat,  xi,  20.) 
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I ,  What  ground  of  lamentation  is  it,  and 
how  furprifing,  that  the  fargreateft  part  of  thole 
who  profefs  the  name  of  Cliri'ft,  and  the  fcrip- 
tures  to  be  his  word,  have,  notwithftanding,  fo 
httle  of  him  in  their  religion,  and  are  fuch 
ftrangers  to  the  dodtrine  of  faith  in  his  blood 
for  falvation.  Chrift  is  the  fubftance  of  both 
the  old  teftament,  and  the  new— Hisatonement, 
with  the  nature  and  neceifity  of  faith  in  a  cru¬ 
cified  Saviour,  are  leading  do6lrines  of  re- 

« 

velation.?  and  none  are  more  frequently  held 
up. to  view  in  the  oracles  of  God.  Is  it  not 
then  amazing,  that  thofe  dodtrines,  frequent¬ 
ly  taught  as  they  ate,  and  important  as  they 
are,  Ihould  be  treated  by  multitudes  as  mere 
idle  and  ufelefs  tales  of  the  day  ?  And  that  ma¬ 
ny,  who  are  blefied  with  favourable  advantages 
for  inftruftion,  and  pay  a  relpeft  to  the  gofpel 
in  profellion  yet  in  practice,  do  ftill  go  about, 
to  ejlablifi  their  oxvii  righteoujiiejs,  and  will  not 
iuhmit  themfelvcs  to  the  righteou/nefs  of  God .  {x) 
Outwa.rd  rites  ofworflaip,  either  of  man^s  devil¬ 
ing  or  God’s  appointing,  duties,  frames  of  the 
mind,  or  any  deception  whatloever,  will  qui¬ 
et  their  confciences,  without  the  fprinkling  of 
the  blood  of  Chrift!  How  ftrong  mult  their 
deception  be  1  How  fubtle  the  operations  of 
legal  pride  in  their  deceived  fouls  !  How  deep¬ 
ly  rooted  their  unbelief !  How  thick  the  veil 
of  ignorance  that  clouds  their  carnal  and  blind¬ 
ed  hearts. 


(.V  Rom.  -V.  3.) 
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2  ■  Fi'oni  W'lat  hath  been  many  profefs- 
ors  ot  religion  might  be  eafily  convinced,  did 
they  yield  to  the  evidence  of  it,  that  they  have 
not  the  true  faith  of  the  gofpel,  but  are  Hill  held 
m  the  caains  of  unbelief  and  condemnatiou  1 
h  or  be  that  believeth  not  is  condemned  alrea- 

^y-  {y  j  -They  who  reft  in  a  general  belief  that 
Chiift  is  the  Son  of  God.  and  Saviour  of  the 
world-  without  a  fcnfe  of  their  need  of,  him 
and  witnout  a  particular  application  of  him. 
to  tneir  own  fouls,  have  never  embraced  the 
Saviour,  by  a  living  faith— They  who  reft  in  a 
general  blind  notion  of  mercy  without  refpe6t 
unto  jUifice,  neitncr  believe  his  juftice  nor  his 
ineicy,  but  are  under  the  curfe  of  the  woe 
denounced  agalnrt  them  that  are  Zion,  (z) 

and  fetiing  cntbeir  Lees,  fay  in  tLmr  heart,  the  Lord 
ivdl  not  do  good  nor  will  he  do  evil  (a)  They 
xvno  feed  upon  empty  fcientific  fpecuiations. 
■witnout  fcripturai  difcoveries  of  his  glory,  and 
all  ^'hofee  no  beaidy  in  him  that  we  fiatild  define 
him,  have  never  fed  upon  him,  as  hidden  man¬ 
na,  nor  had  ike  arm  of  the  Lord  revealed  to  them, 
{b)  The  fervants  of  fin,  either  of  heart  or  life, 
ill  e  under  the  powei'  of  ' unbelief  j  for  it  is  the 
proniife  of  Chrill  to  the  faithful,  that  fin Jhall  not 
leave  dominion  over  them,  (c)  All  who  reft  in  any 
tiling  fliort  oi  Chrift  for  falvation,  have  no  in- 
tei  eft  in  the  Saviour — On  a  forced,  or  furious 
zeal,  for  certain  opinions,  or  for  a  feft  that 
might  have  obtained  fome  charafter  for  purity 

(y  Jorm,  tlL  jS.)  (z  Ailios,  tti.  i.)  Zeph,  z,  12.) 

(t>  If  a,  liii,  ly  'i.)  f  Ron:,  vz.  i/f. 
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Jind  zeal--On  the  piety  of  anceftors ;  JVe  have 
jibrabam  to  our  father— [d)  on  the  outward  pri¬ 
vileges  of  their  Church,  as  the  boaftful  Jews  of 
old,  v/ho  cried.  The  temple  of  the  Lord,  the  temple 
of  the  Lord,  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  are  thefe — \e) 
Or  thofe  who  reft  on  their  outward  duties  and 
fanctity,  as  the  felf-righteous  Pharifee ;  God  I 
thank  thee  that  I  am  not  as  other  men,  extortioners, 
vnjn^,  adnUerers,  or  even  as  this  ptiblican;  I  fail  twice 
in  the  week,  and  pay  tithes  of  all  that  Ipoffefs.  (/’) 
Thofe  who  put  their  hand  to  the  plough,  and  look 
back,  are  not  fit  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  ig) 
but  clearly  manifeft  that  there  is  in  them 
evil  heart  of  unbelief,  in  departing  from  the  living 
God.  {h)  Thefe  feem  to  begin  in  the  Spirit, 
but  end  in  the  flefli ;  and  it  is  happened  to  them 
according  to  the  true  proverb.  The  dog  is  turned  to 
his  own  vomit  again,  and  the  fow  that  was  wajbed 
io  her  wallowing  in  the  mire,  (/)  Of  all  the  clalfes 
of  unbelievers  thefe  fink  deeped  into  the  golph 
of  apodacy  ;  and  of  all  others Tome  of  them  be¬ 
come  the  mod  ungenerous  and  bitter  enemies 
to  chridianity.  Mod  dangerous_,  indeed,  and 
deplorable  is  their  cafe;/6>r  the  earth  zvhich  drink- 
eth  in  the  rain  that  cometh  oft  upon  it ‘-but  bearetb 
thorns  and  briers,  is  rejected,  and  nigh  unto  curjing , 
whofe  end  is  to  be  burned,  {k)  Thefe  various  cha- 
rafters,  and  each  of  you  who  have  never  expe¬ 
rienced  the  operations  of  a  living  faith,  are  yet 
in  unbelief,  and  Jhall  die  hi  your  fats,  (/)  unlefs 

(d  John,  viii.  (<?  jer,  vli.  4.)  (fLtike.  xviii.  n, 
(g  Li^ke.  ix.  62  )  (h  Heb,  iii.  12,)  (i  II  Pet,  ii.  22.) 

Hcb,  vi.  y ,  8.)  (/  John,  viii.  24.^ 
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youfpeedily  apply  for  pardon  to  that  Hood, 
which  you  have  profanely  trodden  under  I'ct. 


3.  I  moft  earneftly  beleech  unbelievers  of  e- 
very  uefcription,  to  acknowledge  your  charac¬ 
ter  fully  and  freely.  Admit  the  conviaion  of 
your  guilt  and  danger,  fall  at  the  feet  of  mercy, 
and  beg  for  the  life  of  your  fouls.  By  all  the 
terrors  of  perilhing,  by  all  the  joys  of  falvation, 
and  by  all  the  regard  you  fnould  pay  to  the  hap-  - 
pincls  of  your  never  dying  fouls,  f  intreat  you 
to  deceive  yourfelves  no  longer;  but  awake 
from  your  fatal  fecurity,  &  flee  from  the  wrath 
to  come  unto  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as  your 
only  falety.  Many  liave  a  teftimony  in  their 
confcience,  that  they  are  in  a  ftate  of  fin  and 
awful  condemnation,  who  neverthelels  do  not 
fully  own  their  guilt  to  their  Judge  and  Savi¬ 
our  but  with  infidel  Jews,  in  our  Saviour’s  day, 
quench  the  convidtion,  and  would  gain  the  time, 
by  ftill  requiring  further  figns  of  what  they  al¬ 
ready  have  fufficient  evidence,  did  they  not  clofe 
the  r  eyes  againft  the  light.  Their  averfioa  to 
the  pangs  of  convidlion,  and  the  felf-denying  ex-- 
erciles  necelTary  to  their  relief,  are  the  reafons 
of  their  foul-ruining  delay,  until!  a  more  con¬ 
venient  feafon.  Sad  infatutjon  !  Dangerous, 
aw’fully  dangerous  conduft.  Which  are  hard- 
eft,  the  momentary  pangs  of  conviction  now_,-or 
the  pains  of  the  ivorm  tbat  fJdall  never  die,  and  the 
fire  that Jball  tieverbe  quenched.  And  if  you  re- 
loive  to  enter  thoroughly  upon  the  work  at  a- 
ny  time,  is  it  not  better  to  do  it  foon  than  at  a 
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late  period.  How  do  you  know  whether  yc 
fliall  ever  fee  the  time  you  hope  will  be  a  more 
convenient  feafon  An  hour’s  delay  may  coft 
you  an  eternity  of  fuflerings.  Or  if  ye  were 
certain  ofthe  time  to  come,  will  repentance  be 
lefs  bitter,  or  fin  the  more  eafily  fubdued,  the 
longer  it  is  in  acquiring  ftrength.  For  God’s 
fake,  for  your  precious  fouls’  fake,  I  intreat 
you  to  improve  the  prefent  moment,  let  not 
the  prefent  opportunity  flip.  Now  istheaccef,- 
ted  time,  now  the  day  of  falvation.  (m)  Therefore 
to  day  if  ye  will  hear  his  voice,  harden  not  your  hearts. 
Now,  and  not  hereafter  ;  to  day,  and  not  to¬ 
morrow,  is  ever  the  language  of  feripture  calls 
— -Moft  carefully,  therefore,  improve  the  day 
of  life,  while  it  lafts— Improve  the  day  of  grace, 
while  it  fliines  upon  you  ;  left  your  fun  fet  in 
everlafting  darknefs. 

“Seize  the  kind  proniife  while  it  w'aits,  ' 
“And  march  to  Zion's  heavenly  gates; 
“Believe  and  take  the  promif’d  reft,- 
“Obey  and  be  forever  bleft.” 

(ffj  JI  Cor.  vi.  2.) 
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THE  EXCELLENCY  of  SAVING  FAITH. 

B  Y 

ROBERT  SMITH,  D.  D. 

Pqflor  of  a  Prejhyterian  Congregation,  Pequea, 


Pennfylvania. 


II  Pet.  i.  I, 


— To  them  that  have  obtained  like  precious  faith 
with  us. 

I  John,  ni.  23. 

And  this  is  his  commandment,  that  we  fhoitld  believe 
#«  the  name  of  his  Son  Jefits  Chri/l. 

\ 

The  apoftle,  having  treated  of  obedience  to 
the  commands  of  God,  as  an  evidence  of 
our  being  heard  and  accepted  of  him,  left  we 
fhould  be  deceived  in  a  matter  of  fo  great  im¬ 
portance,  informs  us  in  our  text  of  the  nature 
of  that  obedience,  which  is  an  evidence  of  our 
being  accepted;  It  is  the  obedience  of  faith. — 
This  is  his  commajidmcnt ,  that  xve  fjould  believe  on 
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the.  hh  Son  Jcfiis  Chrjfl.  Faith  itfelf  is 

au  obeaience  to  a  divine  command;  and  all 
that  obeaience  which  flows  from  faith  and  that 
only  will  prove  our  fincerity .  No  mare  out¬ 
laid  lorms  whatfoever  will  conftitute  a  real 
caarac^er  of  grace.  This  is  his  commandment, 
as  tnou^di  It  were  the  only  command,  it  being 
the  chriihan  compend  of  all  the  commandments 
the  excellency  of  the  grace  and  duty  of  faith  is 
tnegreatobjea  e>dnbitedin  thefe  words— Of 
grace  and  duty  of  faith,  we  fay  ;  for  as  it  is  be- 
howed,  n  IS  a  grace  ;  as  commanded,  it  is  our 
mity.  1  he  excellency  of  it  appears  from  it’s 
being,  as  it  were,  a  fummary  of  all  the  other 
conimands ;  as  well  as  from  it’s  immediate  ob¬ 
ject,  the  name  of  the  Lore?  Jesus  Christ  ;  or 
his  penon  and  mediation,  and  whatfoever  as 
n.(..diatoi  he  maxes  himielf  known  by.  On 
theie  accounts  it  is  an  invaluable  gift  of  heaven 

lO  ail  tnat  have  oDtained  this  precious  favour 
of  the  Lord. 


r- 


'  n.  I  proceed'  in  the  fecond  place,  to  illuftrate 
tne  excellency  of  laving  faith. 

I .  f  he  fuperior  excellency  of  laving  faith  ap¬ 
pears  iTOm  it’s  being  the  mean  ofinterelling  us 
in  Chrift,  and  all  the  bleffings  of  his  purchafe. 
Through  foith  we  are  acquitted  of  an  obligati¬ 
on  to  eternal  pnnifliment,  and  receive  a  firm  ti¬ 
tle  to  all  the  bleffings  of  grace  and  everlafling 
\i\ory —Therefore  being  jufttfied  by  faith,  xce  have 
peace -iX'ith  God,  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Cbrf. 
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whom  alfo  we  have  accefs  by  faith  into  this  grace 
wherein  we  Jland,  and  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory  of 
God.  {a)  By  faith  we  become  heirs  of  God  and 
joint  heirs  with  Chrill  ;  for  ye  are  all  the  children 
of  God  by  faith  in  Chriji  Jefus.  (b)  All  the  ends 
of  the  earth  are  invited  to  look  unto  Chrift,  and 
be faved.  (c )  But  faith  is  the  eye  that  beholds 
hisfulnels,  and  the  gloi’y  of  the  precious  blell- 
ings  contained  in  the  promife.  Chrill  is  ten¬ 
dered  to  us  as  the  gift  of  God,  and  eternal  life 
in  him  ;  and  faith  is  the  hand  that  takes  hold  of 
the  gift  and  appropriates  it  to  ourfelves.  (d) 
God  has  fo  conltituted  the  new  covenant  plan  of 
life,  that  the  moment  we  are  united  to  Chrill 
by  faith,  we  are  freed  from  the  eu'rfe  of  the 
broken  law,  and  received  as  favourites  and  chil¬ 
dren  of  his  family.  O  believers !  could  I,  in 
law  threatnings  let  hell 'and  dellruftion  naked' 
before  yourey  es ;  could  I  let  you  hear  the  groans, 
tind  fee  the  flames,  from  which  you  are  faved 
through  faith — Could  I  in  gofpel  promifes  lay 
open  the  third  heaven,  to  let  you  hear  the  Hal- 
leluias,  and  fee  the  fhining  ranks,  with  which 
you  ffiall  lliortly  mingle-Or  could  I  difclofe  to 
you  the  unfearchable  riches  of  Chrill,  and  all 
the  fearchlels  treafures  of  grace  and  glory,  to 
w'hich  by  faith  you  have  received  an  indefeali- 
ble  title— Each  of  your  hearts  mull  cry  out  with 
w'onder  and  pi’aife;  How  precious  is  the  gift  I 
have  received  of  the  Lord!  O  ye  expedtants 

{a  Rom.  V,  r.  2.)  {b  Cal.  iii.  26.)  (r  Ifa.  xlv.  22.)  {d 

I  John.  V.  u,  John  iv.  12,  14.  cy  i.  12.  Rev.  Xxii.  17. 
compared.) 
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of  glory  !  fee  that  ye  live  as  the  heifs  of  fuch 
blellings. 

2.  The  excellency  of  faith  appears  from  the 
glory  of  it  s  object,  God  in  Cbriji  reconciling  the 
world  unto  himJelJ—Qx  the  glory  of  God,  fliin- 
ing  in  the  face  of  Jcfus  Chrijl,  (c)  is  it’s  pre* 
cious  object.  I  doubt  not  of  the  propriety  and 
necelfity  of  means  to  give  adifplay  of  the  divine 
perfedtions  to  intelligent  creatures.  For  the  invG 
fible  things  of  God  from  the  creation  of  the  world 
are  clearly  feen,  being  underdood  by  the  things  that  are 
madx,  even  his  eternal  power  and  Godhead,  ^f) 
And  whofoever  are  wife  to  obferve  the  good 
and  righteous  a6ls  of  providence,  even  they  foall 
undeijtand  the  loving-kindnefs  of  the  Lord.  {^g\ 
But  redemption  is  the  mafter-piece  of  all  the 
divine  workmanlhip.  In  this  plan  of  peace  and 
good  will  to  men,  g/ury  to  God  in  the  highejl  {b) 
is  proclaimed  with  loudeft  accents.  And  not 
only  is  the  glory  of  God  in  the  higheft  illufta- 
ted  by  this  laving  plan ;  but  from  it  arifeth, 
in  the  higheft  degree,  the  happinefs  of  rational 
creatures — Not  the  happinefs  of  men  only, 
but  even  ofVioly  angels  themfelves,  who  need¬ 
ed  not  a  Saviour,  becaule  they  never  had 
tranfgrefied.  For  the  knowledge  and  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  God  are  necelTary  to  happinefs.  The 
more  of  his  glory  is  known,  the  fuller  the  en¬ 
joyment  of  him :  And  the  more  full  the  enjoy¬ 
ment,  the  greater  muft  be  the  happinefs  refult- 

{e  11  Cor.  V.  ip.  criv.  6.)  {f  Rom.  i,  20)  {g  Pfa.  cvii. 
43.}  {h  Luke.  ii.  14.) 
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ing  from  it.  But  in  Chrlft  all  the  moral  perfect¬ 
ions  of  Jehovah  harmonize,  and  are  mofi  clearly 
difplayed.  In  the  groans  of  an  expiring  Sa¬ 
viour,  inflexible  juttice  fliines  with  infinitely 
brighter  and  ftronger  evidence,  than  in  all  the 
flames  of  Sinai,  or  the  more  terrible  flames  of 
Tophet.  Eternal  love  flows  ftrongeft  and 
fweeteft  in  his  blood  :  Herein  is  love,  not  that  ive 
loved  him,  but  that  be  loved  us,  and  Jent  his  Son  to 
be  the  propitiation  for  our  fins.  { i )  And  where 
would  mercy  have  had  a  medium  of  difcovery, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  defpifed  crofs  of  Chrifi;  ?-- 
Mercy,  which  is  over  all  his  works,  (k )  And  is 
not  Chrift  crucified  emphatically  called  the  pow¬ 
er  of  God  and'lhe  wifdomof  God,  (1)  for  the  fal- 
vation  of  all  who  believe  in  him  ?  Law  and 
juftice  required  fatisfadion,  not  only  adequate 
to  the  infinite  malignity  of  fin,  and  the  infinite 
.claims  of  juftice  upon  the  finner ;  but  that  this 
fatisfadion  be  made  in  the  fame  nature  in  which 
the  offence  had  been  given.  An  angelic  offer¬ 
ing  would  not  be  accepted  for  a  human  offence. 
But  were  it  accepted,  and  united  with  the  fa- 
crifipe  of  all  the  human  race,  the  offering  would 
have  been  infinitely  beneath  the  claims  of  juft¬ 
ice.  The  whole  race  of  men,  with  all  the  angel¬ 
ic  hoft,  muft  have  funk  down  under  the  guilt 
©f  fin  into  everlafting  perdition.  But  all  thefe 
claims  are  fully  anlwered  by  the  facrifice  of 
Chrift.  For  the  infinite  dignity  of  the  divine 
nature  ftamped  an  infinite  worth  on  what  he 
did  and  fuflfered  in  his  human  nature,  on  account 

{i  I  fohn.w.  lo.)  {kPfa.  cxiv.  <).)  (//(Tor.  i.  24* 


of  It  s  union  with  the  divine  nature  in  his  facred' 
perion.  Now  law  and  juftice  triumph  in  the 
lalvation  of  guilty  linners  by  the  propitiation  of 
irilt :  For  hereby  they  receive  more  h6nouf 
than  they  could  receive  by  the  fulFerings  of  alt 
the  creatures  to  eternity  !  A  llroke  of  wifdom' 
this  infinitely  out-reaching  every  conjeaure  of 
created  intelligences  !  All  their  projeas,  durins 
eternal  ages^  to  fatisfy  juftice  and'  fave  th^  fin- 
_  ner,  would  have  periflied  in  the  very  embryo  !' 
This  great  myftery  of  godlinefs,  Giod  niariifeft- 
ed  in  the  flefli,  to  atone  divine  juftice,  and  fave 
the  guilty  finner,  ftrikes  all  the  angels  of  glory' 
into  everlafting  aftonifhment,  while  they  fall  at 
the  feet  ofthe  God-man  adoring  and,  with  angelic ' 
laptuies  look  into  the  myfteries  of  redemption 
in  his  blood.  Which  things  the  angels  dejire  to 
look  into.  ( m)  Myfteries,  at  which  faith  humbly ' 
bows  and  adores  .'--Faith  which  feeth  him  xvho  ' 
is  Mvijible,  (n)  and  by  which  alone  we  can  be¬ 
hold  Emmanuel’s  glories,  and  the  glories  offal- 
vation  purchafed  by  his  blood  ;  as  we  fliall  more' 
fully  fee  in  the  next  particular.  When  Peter 
confelTed  to  his  Lord,  Thou  art  Chrijl,  the  Son  of 
the  living  God,  his  Saviour  replies,  Blcfedart  thou 
Simon  Barjona  '•  Jor  jlef  and  blood  hath  not  reveal¬ 
ed  it  unto  thee,  hut  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven.  {o\ 
From  a  heart  impregnated  with  a  fenfe  ofthis 
,  blelTednels,  no  doubt  Peter  in  our  text  hails  all 
who  had  obtained  like  precious  faith  with  him''*- 
felf  and  his  fellow-difciples. 

^  Pet,  i,  12.  )  (n  7,y,)  (o  Math,  xvi.  17.} 
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3.  We  learn  the  luperior  excellency  oftkitli 
iron)  tiie  Itrength  and  briglitnefs  of  it’s,  cr/W//cc. 
The  poWer  ol’ faith  is  the  moll  noble  itoilelied  by 
iiiortcils,  and  it’s  evidence  tliC  Lrigiiteil  this' 
lide  eternal  vilion  ;  unlel's  we  Ihould  except  in- 
Jpirution.  The  evidence  of  fen!e  only  reaches 
to  material  objects,  and  the  evidence  of  reafon 
is  confined  within  the  limits  of  the  fallen  ci  ea- 
ture’s'  power  ;  but  faith  lees  b'nn  xvbo  is  invijible, 
and  IS  the  evidence  (f  Ibings not  /een,  (p)  not 
ieen  eitlier  by  the  eye  of  ienfe,  or  leafon. 
It  penetrates  into  the  invifibilities  of  live  o- 
tiicr  world,  rendered  evidence,  lignifics 

a  clear  coirvibtive  proof,  or  demonftration. 
Invilible  glories  a'ppear  evident  to  the  eye  of 
laith,  and  are  more  irnprenive  than  any  objects 
wiiich-daily  offer  to  our  liglit :  For  it  pereeiveth 
liliem  by  a  fpiritnal  light  ;--a  liwht  iinmediatcK 
luluicci  into  the  ioiil'by  Ins  almighty  po'ver,  w/a) 
eommanded  the  light  iojhine  out  of  darknefs.  (q ) 
Jpinlual  man  fudgeih  (or  difeovereth)  all 
things,  [r]  Initructed from  on  high',  by  the  pow¬ 
er  oi  the  Holy  C-ilioft,  he  hatha  Ipiritual  dif- 
cernment  of,  and  )  elilli  feig  the  tranFendciit 
yjory  ol  divine  objeefs. 


,  Jdiit  the  naiural  man  rcceiveib  not  iljt  ibiitds  of 
toe  jpiru  oj  God  ;  for  they  are  foolijhncfs  iinio  iini : 
neither  can  he  knoio  them,  becaufe  tbev  are  partluuil-j' 
lUjcerned  ;  {sj  and  no  unrenewed  man  hat!,  w 
Ipiritmd  yye  to  dilbern  them.  The  donriae  m 
Vol.  IV,  G 
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tje  crofs  of  Chrift  is  foolijknefs  to  the  learned 
Greek,  and  ajlumblwg  block  to  the  felf  riehteous 
Jew.  (t)  Was  the  natural  man  poheaed  of  all 
thclublimity  of  a  Longinus  and  a  liomer,  all 
the  power  of  a  Demoiilienes"  and  a  Cicero, 
all  the  wifdorn  of  a  Solon  and  Lycurgus,  and 
w.th  all  thephilofophy  and  improved  knowledge 
of  a  Socrates  and  a  Plato  ;  all  this  notwithlfand- 
ing,  without  a  principle  of  faith,  the  fullin  .emyf. 
ter  esof  the  gofpelwill  be  fooiillinefs  unto  him. 
\  ea,  diCi  he  unite  with  all  the*e  advantages  the 
ftudy  Gi  tl  e  oracles  of  God;  yet,  as  to  unbe¬ 
lieving  JewiHi  rabbies,  who  knew  not  the  Lord 
of  Glory,  [u)  the  gofpel  would  be  a  hidden  niyf- 
tery  to  him,  and  the  preacliing  of  the  crofs  a 
ftumblina'  block. 

But  why  need  we  run  back  to  heathen  philof- 
ophers  and  jewiili  doiiors  ?  The  whole  tribe  of 
inndels^  in  this  and  the  preceding  aaes,(fonie 
oi  whom  were  men  of  the  molt  acute  and  im-  ' 
piovtd  genius^)  are  ftriking  exan  p,es  of' this 
melanchoily  truth.  And  many  who  rejedrthe 
naiiiC  iiiiiCiel^  forne  of  them  by  their corrunt  o- 
pinions,  everiive  of  the  gxvfpel  of  Chrift;  fome 

their  viie  praftices ;  and  others  by  their  a- 
verlion  to  the  power  of  godlinefs,  proclaim  to 
tlie  world  that  they  have  dark  and  unbelieving 

hearts.  Oh!  fin  has  an  awfully  blinding  and 

hardening  tendency.  Therefore  are  linners 
c/dVi^d  children  of  darknefs^  and  Satan's  territories 
^kingdom  of  darknefs.  , 

(i  1  Cor.  i.  23O  (tl  1  Cor.  ii.  8  J 


But  it  is  the  glory  of  chriftianity,  that  while 
the  niyiteries  ot  the  gofpel  are  h.dfrom  ihe  wife 
end  pniaenty  they  are  revealed  unto  babes,  (v) 
The  weakeit  child  of  grare  knows  more  of  God, 
of  Chrilt,  of  the  fcheme  of  lalvation  and  opera¬ 
tions  of  Grace,  than  the  moil  inftructed  and  cul¬ 
tivated  finners.  He  may  not  be  as  able  as  they 
to  realon  upon  thoie  topics;  but  he  fees  tlieir 
attractive  beauties,  feels  their  power,  and  re- 
lih  les  the  conilbrts  of  them,  which  they  do  not., 
He  may  not  be  able  to  trace  the  operations  of 
nature  in  their  caufes  and  effects  ;  yet  he  lees 
more  of,  and  is  more  affedted  with,  the  divine 
glories  Ihining  through  a  fpir e  of  grafs,  a  fingle 
hower,  or  a  drop  of  cold  water,  than  the  grace- 
lefs  philofopher  call  perceive  in  all  the  ftupen- 
dous  works  of  ood,  and  by  the  alnfiance  of  all 
his  tubes  and'glailes.  For  even  through  faith  we 
vnderfland  that  the  worlds  were  fnwicd  by  the  power 
of  God,  ( w )  and  fee  more  of  his  power  and  glo¬ 
ry  in  their  frame,  than  all  the  efforts  of  feeble 
reafon  can  difcern.  Let  faith  behold  the  glory, 
of  God  in  the  face  of  Chrift,  aild  the  heart  will 
be  prepared  to  read  his  glory  in  all  the  works  of 
his  hands. 


_  4.  The  excellency  of  faith  appears  with  ftrik- 
ing  evidence  from  it’s  pov/er  and  Infivsnce  to 
bring  heaven  down  to  earth,  (fo  to  fpeak,)  and 
give  us  a  prefent  tafte  of  the  blefredneis  to  be 
enjoyed  there;  for  it  is  tbefubfance  cf  things 

hoped  for.  {x)  It  gives  them  a  prefent  fubfiftence 

{v  Mat.  xi.  25.)  (-U  Heh.  xi.  3.)  (x  Heh.  x 


i.  i.) 


in  .he  iieart.  ^  Faith  receive?!,  and  is  itfelCfl;? 
oj  our  inoentance,  the  Jlrfl  fruits  of  the  fpirti 

glory  An  earnelt  being  part  of  the  proniife 

given  m  hand,  to  enfure  the  whole,  is  of  the  very 
lanie  Kind  of  the  thing  itfeif  for  which  it  is  pledg'- 
«d.  Like  the  believing  fpies  of  old,  the  faith  of 
true  believers  brings  clov/n  fome  clufters  of  the 
icaveniy  C  anaan,  by  the  delicious  tafte  of  which 
their  louls  give  a  good  report  of  the  promifed 

iand.  and  become  earnell  to  take  poheflionof  it. 

It  bears  no  more  proportion,  indeed,  to  the 
happmeis  of  heaven,  than  a  drop  to  the  ocean, 
or  a  lingle^  ray  to  the  whole  body  of  light  in  the 
^  »n  ;  nor  jo  niuch.  Yet  as  a  ray  is  of  the  fame 
iiatm-.e  with  the  fun,  and  a  drop  with  the  ocean: 
-u>  laita  and  it’s  fruits  are  of  the  fame  nature  of 
heaven  itfeif.  Grace  is  glory  begun,  and  do; 

Js  grace  perfected.  '  ' 

0 

I 

A  m-ic,  v.-erv  of  the  defeription  given  ofhea- 
\cri  in  the  word  of  God,  with  the  nature  and  ef- 
,ecG  m  laving  iaith,  may  ferve  toilhiftrate  this 
fubjcCt  more  fully.  Heaven  is  deferibed  as  a 
Itafe  of  perfect  reft,  (y)  and  perfea  holinefs  (z) 
'.there  tlio  lervants  ofChrift  fr  his  fore fee 
him  face  to  jace,  (a)  OT\d  there  isfuluefs  of jov  and 
ideajurefor-evermore.  {h)  But  faith,  as  we  have 
•a-M'n,  not  only  receives  the  account  of  it’s  ob- 
_jeCf  from  teftirnony,  but  (by  the  operations  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft)  througli  that  teftimony  fees 

ff  Jhh.  ns  o.  Rev.  xiy.  jj,  z  I  Jnhn.\\\.  j. 

F  ^  12.) 


S  M  I  T  H.  ^3 

4.he  object  itfelf,  beholdsit’s glory,*  It  producctb 
fweet  reft  &  comfort  in  the  foul,  (c)  purifieth 
the  heart, ((i)  and  xvorketh  by  love ,  (e)  and  bcliev- 
itig  in  Chrift,  xve  rejoice  with  joy  nnjpeakable,  and 
full  of  glory.  (/)  V  iewing  the  glory  of  it’s  obje<5t 

{c  IMdt,  yj,  a?  /y?/.  cxvi.  7.  C/dnt.  ii.  3.^  {dA5ls> 
xv .  9.)  (e  Cal,  V.  6.)  (f  I  Pet,  i.  8.) 

*'  The  difference  between  immediate  \dfion,  and  feeing 
the  objed  by  faith,  feems  to  confilt  principally,  if  not 
wholly,  in  the  mode  of  difcovery,  and  the  degree  of  their 
effeav  respectively  upon  the;  mind.  Here  we  nre  as  well 
encumbered  with  flefh,  as  weakened  by  ftp,  and  view  the 
objedfs  through  mediums  of  fenfe.  The  gofpel  and  vi. 
Hide  ordinances  are  glaffes  through  which  we  view  the 
glory  of  God,  and  by  which  the  Holy  Spirit  reheHs  the 
pmage  of  that  glory  upon  ciur  minds.  But  in  heaven 
there  will  be  no  need  of  a  glafs  ;  aglafs  would  only  ob- 
feure  the  vifion  ;  as  to  look  at  the  fun  through  a  o-lafs 
would  weaken  and  diflurb  rather  than  alTih  ‘'the  fight* 
In  heaven  we  fhall  fee  the  glory  of  God  with  evidence 
as  bright  and  powerful  as  a  frame,  flrengthened  with  im¬ 
mortality  and  enlightened  with  vilion  can  fee  and  enjoy 
the  infinitely  glorious  objeci*.  By  immediate  vifion  I 
do  not  mean,  that  the  glorified  faints  will  never  behold 
the  glory  of  God  through  any  of  his  works.  New 
^vorlds  and  new  wonders  may  forever  arife,  through 
which  he  will  manifeft  his  glory  to  them.  Nor  would  I 
he  underfiood  to  mean,  that  they  fhall  look,  or  that  it  li 
polfible  for  any  creature  to  look,  direHly  into  the  divine 
effence,  ^v'thout  any  medium  ofd/fcovery.  How  that 
niay  be,  I  cannotteU.  However,  if  they  fliall  behold 
his  glory  through  means,  the  means,  as  well  as  the  ca¬ 
pacity  for  happinefs,  will  be  luited  to  that  ffate  of  per- 
tieclion.  But  when  this  mortal  fhall  put  on  immortality,^ 
and  mis  corruption  incorruption,  the  ufe  of  figures  to 
ffrike  the  fenles  fhall  have  for  ever  ceafed.  Nor  fiiall 
tiie  f. lints  jn  glory,  as  in  the  prefent  fiate,  attain  to  the 
knowledge  of  God  by  weajc  and  tedious  dedudions  ;  but 
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with  the  grounds  of  truft  given  by  a  promifing 
Saviour,  the  foul  is  irrelillibly,  but  fweetly 
to  a  fatisfying  reft  in  him.  BJelled  pre¬ 
lude  of  heaven  !  And  viewing  this  glory,  they 
iove  it,  their  hearts  are  delighted  with  it.  But 
love  to  God  is  the  purity  of  a  foul,  and  joy  the 
ti  iiiaiph  of  love.  The  one  will  ever  be  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  other.  O  believers,  would  you 
live  free  from  the  bitter  reproaches  of  confci- 
ence,  and  enjoy  a  heaven  upon  earth,  be  much 
in  the  fexercile  of  faith.  By  this  you  may  tra¬ 
vel  through  the  promifes,  and  pluck  a  flower 
here  and  a  flower  there,  from  which  you  fball 
iucic  the  fweets  of  celeftial  blelTednefs. 


r* 

y 


The  excellency  of  faith  is  derived  from  it’s 
being  the  ij^ring  of  fpi ritual  life,  the  moving  prin¬ 
ciple  ci  all  the  other  graces  and  holyafieCtions^ 
T/x  Ije  vjb’ch  I  live  in  the  Jicffj,  I  live  by  the  faith 
if  ijs  sSon  of  God,  who  loved  me,  and  gave  himfelf 
jor  me.  (g )  Faith  iworketh  by  love,  as  we  have  feen ; 
ior  tne  taith  of  being  loved  begets  love  to  it’s 

^  •  O,  'y  T-  7  T  •  ^  ^ 

Syi/  f  ^  1-  ^  _ _ -/^_7  7  i  't  s. 
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W ?  love  him,  becatife  hejirjl  loved  ns.  {b) 


th:?  joutitsin  of  light  will  pour,  with  fiillefi:  evidence, 
thr  iDexpreihbjy  bright  beams  of  his  glory  into  their 
f^vuls,  as  tlfC  fun  !'is  rays  upon  the  earth,  whether  dired:- 
ly  irom  the  divine  eiTence,  or  through  his  works.  Their 
knowledge  will  be  intuitive,  without  the  lead  degree  of 
c’bicurity . 


1  here  arethefe  three  fider  graces,  hope, chart, 

j  hat  ihe  greatejt  oj  theje  is  charity.  I  Cor.  xiii.  i:}, 
C  nariiy  or  dinfcian  lov^e,  is  the  greatefl  in  point  of  dii- 


{g  Cal.  ii.  20.)  [h  I  John,  iv,  j^.) 
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It  produceth  true  repentance  ;  tJ^ey  JJjall  look 
vpon  me  whom  they  have  pierced,  and  moitm  for 
htnu  (i)  To  believe  that  Chrift  was  pierced  by 
and  for  our  lins,  opens  the  fluices  of  godly  lor- 
row,  and  lays  the  foul  low  at  his  feet*  and  trail¬ 
ing  the  mercy  and  truth  of  his  proniile,  believ¬ 
ers  are  encouraged  to  look  to  the  living  head 
for  gracious  intlilences,  to  quicken  them  to 
the  exercife  of  every  grace  and  chriftian  vir¬ 
tue,  by  which  they  are  gradually  affimulated  to 
and  prepared  for  glory. 

My  chriftian  brethren,  the  more  you  learn 
the  fpiritual  art  of  living  upon  Chrift  by  IMth 
for  ftrength,  and  for  the  whole  of  your  fanctifi- 
cation,  as  well  as  pardon,  the  ealier  will  your 
journey  to  heaven  be,  and  the  greater  fpeed 
will  you  make  in  your  way.  You  make  little 
progrefs  in  your  way,  perhaps,  by  frequently 
difputing  whether  you  are  in  it ;  and  your  com¬ 
plaints  of  darknefs  and  deadnefs  remain,  be- 
caufe  you  do  not  come  immediately  to  the 
fountain  for  light  and  life.  You  examine  your- 
felves,  and  ufe  many  means  to  quicken  your 
louls  unto  the  a6ls  of  Ipiritual  life.  All  this 
is  your  duty.  But  the  exercife  of  faith,  the 
moll  n6ble  means  of  all,  being  too  much  ncg- 

ration  ;  for  faith  (In  1 1  be  turned  into  viOon,  hope  into 
fruition,  while  love.  fhaJl  eternally  enjoy  the  rewards  of 
vidoiy.  But  in  this  life  faith  takes  the  lead;  for  as 
well  love  itfelf,  as  all  the  other  graces,  flow  from  it,  as  a 
fpring,  and  vftll  be  in  ftrength  in  propprtion  to 
ftrength  ot  faith.  ^ 

(i,  Zac,  xii.  lo.) 
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kited,  your  coaiplaints  continue,  and  they  will 
continue  until  you  apply  toChrilt  by  aprefent 
direit  ait  of  faith.  This  would  change  your 
night  into  day,  and  your  dcadnefsinto  life.  By 
this  you  \\  ill  obtain  light  to  dilccrn  clearly  what 
Chrilt  lias  done  for  your  fouls,  and  enjoy  tlie 
comforts  of  it.  And  by  this  you  will  obtain- 
victory  over  the  body  of  death,  and  a  growing 
confonnity  to  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus- 
Qiri-fc.' 

6.  Faith  is  nioft  excellent  as  it  is  an  a&ive’ 
|ii  iuciple  oI  all  holy  ohcdiencc.  For  this  ts  his 
Camuandment,  that  xve  Jhould  believe  on  the  name- 
^  his  Soil  Jefus  Cbrijl.  It  is  a  coinpend  of  all 
chrihiaa  duties,  and  the  liie  and  fpviiig  of  them 
all.  Viewing  the  excellency  of  the  divine  lavvy 
especially  as  made  lionourable  by  the  obedience 
of  Chrilt,  believ  ers  in  it  after  the  inward' 

man,  (k)  and  are  fully  reconciled  to  it  as  an- 
eternal  rule  of  righteoLifnefs.  Love  is  ihcfulfil- 
law,  ( 1)  and  \\\c\v  faith  worketh  by. 
/ot'<.';--iupremc  love  to  God,  [m)  and  love  one 
to  another,  as  he  gave  us  commandment .  [n)  Their 
obedience  is  the  willing  offering  of  love  ;--not 
forced,  but  free  ;'-not  of  conltraint,  but  with  a 
ready  mind.  Tlie  end  of  their  obedience  is  tlic 
glory  of  God,  w  lio  is  honoured  by  the  fruits  of 
it ;  and  the  powerful  motive  to  it,  the  Saviour’s 
love.  For  the  love  of  Chrifi  confiraincth  us.  (u) 
And  \iewing  the  perfeftion  of  his  rightcoufucls 

ik  vii.  22.)  {I  Rom.  xiii.  lo.)  {m  Math,  x.  37.) 
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and  grace,  they  reft  in  him  for  the  acceptance 
of  their  fervices  as  well  as  of  their  perfons,  and 
ftrength  for  the  performance  of  them.  In  its 
Lord  have  I  righteousne/s  and Jlrargth,  {p)  is  the 
Chriftian’s  motto.  I  will  go  on  in  tbefirenglb  of 
the  Lord  God,  making  mention  of  thy  rigbteciisnefs, 
even  of  thine  only ,  {q)  is  his  firm  refolution.  In 
the  ftrength  of  the  Lord,  or  by  influences  of 
grace  derived  frofn  him  for'  the  difeharge  of  du¬ 
ty,  making  mention  of  his  righteoulnefs  as 
the  only  ground  of  their  acceptance  in  the  per¬ 
formance  of  it.  1  believed,  faid  David,  therefor/’ 
have  Ifpoken.  (r)  JFe  alfo  believe,  faldFzul,  and 
therefore  fpeak.  (s)  Then  do  minifers  preach 
with  perfuafive  power  and  influence,  when  they 
are  under  the  powerful  influence  of  faith; 
and  hearers,  receiving  the  word  as  a  meflage 
fent  from  God,  drink  it  in,  and  feed  upon  it,  as 
hidden  manna.  Sivecf  are  thy  words  u?ito  my  talle. 
it)  By  faith  both  preachers  and  hearers  endite 
good  matter  in  all  their  I'eligious  duties.  This 
didlates  prayer  andpCaife  in  their  hearts  before 
they  come  upon  their  tongue.  This  makes  one 
preacher  differ  from  another,  one  hearer  differ 


from  another,  and  the  fame  perfon  to  differ 
from  himfelf,  at  different  times.  When  liis 
faith  is  not  in  cxercife,  he  is  languid,  cold  and 
without  fpifitual  adivity,  in  ,  the  performance 
of  duty  ;  but  when  faith  is  awake  he  feels,  and  . 
others  feel  with  him,  life  and  vigour  in  all  his 
religious  duties. 
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What  has  been  faid  on  this  point  at  oncft 
teacheth  the  nature  of  holy  obedience,  and  the 
neceffity  of  faith  to  produce  it.  The  princi¬ 
ples,  motives  and  ends  of  fuch  obedience  are  all 
evangelical.  How  different,  how  widely  diff¬ 
erent  from  this  is  the  formal,  the  dead  and  lel- 
filh  obedience  of  carnal  profeffors  !  O  believ¬ 
ers  !  do  you  thirft  for  life  and  communion 
with  God  in  duty  ?  to  that  end  try  to  have  faith 
lively  exercife  in  your  fouls.  This  will  make 
Chrift’s  yoke  lit  eafy  upon  you,  and  his  burden 
light.  This  gives  fuch  ftrength  and  enlargmenf 
to  the  heart,  that,  though  the  youths  Jhall  faint 
and  be  weary,  and  the  youn'g  men  fiall  utterly  fall,- 
they  tbativait  upon  the  Lordhall  renew  their  fir ength ; 
they  Jhall  mount  up  on  xvings  as  eagles,  they  Jball 

lun,  and  not  be  weary',  theyjlsall  walk,  and  not 
faint.  ( II ) 

7*  I'aith  is  the  moft  eS'eStual  antidote  againft 
temptations  to  lin  from  the  devih  the  world,  or 
the  Hefli.  Purifying  the  heart,  it  produceth  in 
it  an  habitual  relilii  for  liolinefs,  and  a  fixed 
oppofition  to  the  lults  of  theflefh  and  of  the 
niind.  And  the  more  this  principle  is  culti¬ 
vated  by  believers,  the  greater  their  victories 
over  fin,  and  the  more  difpofed  will  they  be  to 
fight  the  good  fiight  of  faith,  until  they  win  the 
eternal  crown.  And  this  is  the  victory  that  over- 
conieth  the  world,  even  oiir faith,  (v)  While  faith 
'^^iews  invifible  glories,  neither  the  pleafiires 
rior  the  fufFei'ings  of  the  prefent  time  appear 

(a  Ifa.  xl.  30;  31.}  {y  1  John,  v,  4.) 
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worthy  to  be  compared  with  the  glory  which 
fliall  be  revealed  in  us.  Neither  iliall  the  chil^ 
ling  damps  of  adverfity  fink  you  into  defpon- 
dency^  nor  the  empty  puff  of  profperity  fw’ell 
your  minds,  while  you  keep  the  promife  and 
faithful  promifer  in  view.  Faith  will  perceive 
in  the  world  nothing  but  the  luji  of  the  the 
lufl  of  the  eyCy  and  the  pride  of  life — ^all  it’s  profits 
uncertain ;  all  it’s  pleafures  bewitching  ;  all  it  s 
honours  empty  bubbles,  eafily  broken  by  every 
blaft  ;  and  all  it’s  applaufe  an  infe6lious  breath, 
apt  to  corrupt  wherever  it  fmites.  And  the 
apoftle  aferibes  a  peculiar  influence  to  the  pow  ¬ 
er  of  faith,  to  repel  the  attacks  of  our  grand 
adverfary.  Above  all  taking  the Jloield  of faith, 
wherewith  ye  Jballhe  able  to  quench  all  the  fiery  darts 
cf  the  wicked,  (zv)  Thefe  darts  are,  in  general, 
the  temptations  of  Satan,  that  wicked  one ; 
but  more  efpeciaily  blafphemy  and  defpair  in- 
jedted  into  the  heart-'-Called  darts  in  allu- 
fion  to  the  pradlice  of  feme  barbarous  nations, 
who  dipped  the  points  of  their  arrows  or  darts 
-  in  poifon,  that  they  might  inflame  the  flcfli, 
and  more  certainly  do  execution.  Thefe  ie- 
cret  darts  of  the  malicious  foe,  inflamed  with 
the  venom  of  hell,  create  fear  and  tormenting 
anguilli  in  the  confcience.  But  no  looner  does 
faith  get  a  clear  view  of  the  faithfulnefs  and 
mercy  of  an  all-fufficient  Saviour,  than  the  af- 
fiidled  combatant  rifes  victorious,  and  Satan,  as 
a  vanquilhed  foe,  flies  the  field.  Believers! 
always  hold  up  your  fliield,  and  learn  more  and 

{n  EpK  vi.  i6.) 
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i^iorc  the  aiie  ufe  of  it_,  that  with  fafety  and  grea- 
ter  eaie  you  may  make  your  way  to  the  crown^ 
through  an  oppoh'ng  crowd  of  fnares  and  pow- 
eriul  enemies. 

place,  faith  brings  into  the 
louls  of  believers  the  nobleft  confolation  and  fup- 
port  under  all  the  iorrow's  and  trials  of  the  pre- 
jCiitdiie.  Xhe  apoftle  Peter,  fpeaking  of  the 
joy  of  believers  in  the  falvation  to  which  they 
arc  kept  through  faith,  adds,  though  noiv  for  a 
lai  on  [if  nct'd  be'j  ye  are  in  heavinefs  through  mani¬ 
fold  umptations.  That  the  trial  of  your  faith,  being 
much  more  precious  ■  than  of  gold  that  perfheth, 
though  it  be  tried  ivithpe,  might  he  found  untopraife, 
and  honour,  and  glory  at  the  appearing  of  Chnft. 

•  .r  )  Goa  chopieth  and  refineth  his  people  in  the 
iurnace  oi  aiflidtioii ;  their  affliftions  try  their 
iiiith,  and  their  faith  fupports  them  under  the 
trial.  By  faith  Mofes  forfooh  Egypt,  not  fearing 
'  the  wrath  of  the  king :  for  he  endured  as  feeing  him 
who  IS  uwfible.  (y)  By  faith  many  of  the  wor- 
tiiies  endured  cruel  mockings .fcourgings ,  bonds  and 
imprifonrnents- -were  fioned,  fawn  afiinder,  tempted, 
Jlaui  with  the  fwnrd  -wandered  about  in JheepJkins, 
and  goat  funs,  being  defihde,  cilfUcied,  tormented; 
— wandered  in  dejaris,  and  in  mountains,  and  in 
caves  and  dens  if  the  earth,  (z)  . 

Accounting  their  lot  hard,  we  even  at  thfs 
clay  iecl  a  iym^athy  with  martyrs  of  old,  who 
endured  trials  ieverc.  If  taken,  however, 
upon  the  large  icale,  it  will  be  found,  that  God 
y/as  peculiarly  kind  to  them.  For  the  Son  of 

{.V  /  Pel.  i.  6,  7-)  ()'  Hch.ya-  27.)  {zHeh\  xi-  3d;  37,  38.] 
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God  walked  with  them  in  the  niidft  of  the  fur¬ 
nace;  many  of  them  fling  in  th^e  fire,  andfome 
of  them  have  declared,  that  the  flames  were  to 
them  as  a  bed  of  rofes.  The  joy  of  the  Lord 
was  their frengthy  and  they  experienced  the  truth 
of  that  promife  their  faith  built  upon.  As  thy  days, 
fo  fljall  thy  ftrength  be.  ( a)  I  doubt  not  but  the  . 

glories  of  the  reward  which  their  faith  looked  to  tj 

and  tailed^  poured  fiich  confolation  into  their 
hearts  as  quenched  their  pain,  and  was  a  pre- 
fent  reward  for  their  luff’erings.  •  But  ii  we  look  , 
into  heaven,  what  dillinguiflied  glory  fliall  we 
fee  on  the  martyr's  crowm  !  What  fuperlative 
blelfednefs  poured  into  their  glorified  fouls  1  | 

For  a  well  inllrudted  witnefs  to  thistruth  faith,  ; 

Our  light  aJfli&ioUy  which  is  but  for  a  moment,  work-  | 

eth  for  us  afar  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  ' 

glory.  ( b)  Nothing  can  exceed  the  ftrength  and  | 

glory  of  this  beautiful  climax.  Human  lan¬ 
guage  cannot  rife  higher.  Every  ftep  of  it 
throws  ftrength  and  glory  forward  upon  the 
Tucceding  ftep.  Not  only  far  more,  but  far 
TAore  exceeding;  nor  only  far  more  exceeding, 
but  an  eternal  zveight  of  glory  fhall  arife  out  of  the 
afflicaticn  ofthe  faints  ;  and  the  weight  of  the 
glory  fhall  be  proportioned  to  the  weight  of 
their  afflictions,  and  the  degree  of  faith's  im 
provment  of  them.  ' 

"  In  our  day  the  faith  of  believers  has  not  tri¬ 
als  of  fo  fevere  a  kind  as  the  antients  had  to  en¬ 
counter,  vvhich  may  be  a  reafon  why  it  does  not 

(a  Dent,  xxxiii.  25.)  (b  II  Cor.  iv.  17. 
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commonly  fhine  with  fuch  diftinguifhcd  bright* 
nefs  as  theirs.  Yet  every  one  will  have  his  tri* 
als  of  various  kinds,  and  faith  is  a  blelled  mean 
of  fupporting  him  under  them  all.  Is  he  pain¬ 
ed  in  body  or  in  mind?  Faith  fixes  upon  the 
fare  word  of  promife  for  relief,  and  looks  for¬ 
ward  to  the  glorious  period,  when  God  Jhall 
wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes,  (c)  Does  he 
bear  reproach  ?  In  patience  he  pofiefieth  his 
foul,  in  the  belief  that  Chrift  efteems  him  ,  and 
in  due  time  will  make  his  righteoufnefs  Ihine 
as  the  noon  day.  Do  houfes,  lands,  or  any 
worldly  poiTeffion  fciil  ?  Faith  looks  to  the 
purchafed  inheritance  that  fadeth  not  away, 
and  feeds  upon  the  firft  fruits  of  it.  Do  near 
and  dear  relations  die  ?  Faith  fays,  your  belt 
friend  is  in  heaven,  Chrift  your  elder  brother, 
yourhulband,  your  Saviour,  and  your  God, 
who,  as  Eikanah  faidto  Hannah,  is  not  only  bet¬ 
ter  to  you  than  ten  fons ;  but  infinitely  better 
than  all  creature  comforts. 

Believers  !  abound  in  the  exercife  of  be¬ 
lieving  the  promifes,  and  refting  in  Chrift  for 
the  performance  of  them ;  then  fliall  your  af- 
fliftions  fit  lighter  upon  you,  and  thofe  bitter 
w'aters  lhall  be  changed  into  fweetnefs.  Then 
fhall  you  experience  the  truth  of  his  promife 
\vho  cannot  lie,  that  all  things  (even  their  lliarp- 
eft  trials)  work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love 
God.  (d)  Then  though  you  walk  thi'ougb  the 
water  and  fire  of  affliction,  it’s  flood  fliall  not 

{c  Fei\  vii.  i  '^.)  viii.  28.)  ^ 
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overflow  you,  nor  it’s  flame  kindle  upon  you. 
(e)  And  then  fhall  you  fliy  with  patient  Job, 
-ffhat  ?  Jball  we  receive  good  at  the  hand  of  God, 
andJJoall  we  not  receive  evil  ? — The  Lord  gave,  and 
the  Lord  hath  taken  away ;  blcffed  be  the  name  of 
the  Lord.  (/)  On  the  whole. 

Is  faith  a  mean  ofinterefting  usin  Chrift  and 
all  the  bleffings  of  his  purchaie  ?  Is  it’s  objeft 
moft  glorious,  and  it’s  evidence  moft  bright  ? 
Does  it  give  to  the  foul  an  earneft  of  heaven  ? 
Is  it  a  fpring  of  fpiritual  life  ?  a  principle  of 
all  holy  obedience  ?  the  beft  antidote  againft 
.temptations?  and  the  nobleft  fupport  and  com¬ 
fort  under  affliftion  ?  How  rich  then  is  your 
treafury,  who  have  obtained  this  precious  gift 
from  the  Lord.  Although  you  were  ftripped 
of  every  earthly  pofleflion,  and,  as  a  poor  La- 
2arus,  picked  up  crumbs  at  the  foot  of  a  rich 
man’s  table;  you  are,  notwithftanding,  rich. 
Chrift  fays  to  you,  as  to  poor  Sardis,  /  know  thy 
poverty ;  but  thou  art  rich,  rich  in  faith— par¬ 
takers  of  the  foul  enriching  grace  of  God, 
heirs  of  glory  !  rich  inheritance  !  what  is  it’s 
price  ?  Or  what  can  equal  it  ?  No  mention  Jball 
be  made  of  coral  or  of  pearl :  The  price  of  it  is  above 
rubies — The  Topaz  of  Ethiopia  Jhallnot  equal  if, 
neither  fhall  it  be  valued  with  pure  gold.  The  fruit 
thereof  is  better  than  gold,  yea  than  fine  gold  ;  and 
the  revenue  thereof  than  choice,  Jilver.  All  the  things 
thou  canjl  defire  are  not  to  be  compared  with  it,  (g ) 

(<? /4z.  xliii.  2.)  {fjob,  ii.  10.  eri.  {g  7^b. 
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Believers,  of  whatfoever  condition  in  life 
you  aie,  high  or  low,  rich  or  poor,  you  have 
infinite  reafon  to  praife  God  for  the  diftinguilh- 
ing  favour.  Faith  is  not  of  yourfelves,  it  is  the 
S^fi  of  God.  [h)  May  your  hearts^,  impreffed  with 
a  lenle  of  the  riches  and  freedom  of  grace,  unite 
in  Paul  s  grateful,  but  humble  profeiiion.  By  the 
grace  of  God  I  am  what  I  am.  [i)  Ye  have  bfeen 
i  pluckt  as  brands  from  everlafting  burning,  and 
in  the  diflributions  pf  grace  a  moft  precious 
and  foul- enriching  lot  hath  fallen  unto  you. 
That  Reverend  man  of  God,  Mr  Thomas 
Bradbury,  was  in  youth  as  a  wild  affe's  colt; 
but  after  he  was  converted  and  in  the  miniftry, 
when  he  would  fee  any  profane  debauchee  ftrol- 
ling  through  the  ftreets  of  London,  he  ufed  to 
lay,  with  tears  and  great  tendernefs.  There  goes 
poor  Tom  Bradbury,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
grace  of  God,  So  each  of  you,  the  very  bell 
of  you,  may  fay.  Of  all  rakes  I  had  been  the 
moft  brutillr  and  vile,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
•  grace  of  God.  O  grace  !  infinitely  rich  and 
free  grace,  eternity  can  never  exhauft  it’s 
praife. 

[h  Eph^  ii.S.)  [i  1  Cor,  xv.  10. } 
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them  that  have  obtained  like  precious  faith 
with  us — 

I  John,  iii.  23. 

And  this  is  his  commandment,  that  we  fioidd  believe 
on  the  7iame  of  his  Son  Jefus  Chrfl, 

Having  in  the  preceding  difcourfes  explain¬ 
ed  the  nature  and  excellency  of  faving 
faith,  and  made  a  few  pra6lical  refleflions,  I 
proceed  to  a  more  full  improvement  of  the  fub- 
jea. 

I.  I  befeech  you,  brethren,  moft  feriouflyand 
deliberately  to  examine  whether  ye  be  in  the  faith, 
prove  your  own  felves  •,  know  ye  not  your  own  fclves, 
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how  that  Cbri/i  is  in  you,  exceptye  be  reprobates 
(a)  It  is  a  matter  of  the  greatell  moment,  and 
ihould  be  attended  to  with  the  greateft  care. 
A  deception,  here  will  be  oi  eve rlafting  and  moll 
terrible  confeqiience  to  your  louls.  To  aifill 
you  in  this  important  duty,  to  what  hath  alrea¬ 
dy  been  luggelled  in  illuftratUig  the  dodtrine  we 
lhall  add  the  following  charadlers  of  a  living 
faith.*-  ^ 


^  I.  If  ye  be  indeed  in  the  faith,  your  faith 
aath  an  influence  upon  all  your  religious  duties; 
as  Abel’s  who  offered  a  more  acceptable  facri- 
hce  than  Cain,  as  having  refpecl  to  the  atoning 
iacrilice  of  Chrifc.  (b)  You  fall  at  Jehovah’s 
feet  humble  and  felt  emptied,  as  nothing,  and 
lels  than  nothing,  before  him  who  putteth  no  iruji 
in  his  faints,  and  char geth  his  angels  with  folly. 
Your  only  confidence  in  approaching  a  holy 
God,  is  tne  throne  Iprinkled  with  the  blood  of 
the  lamb,  and  iiis  gracious  invitation  to  draw 
near  to  it  for  mercy  and  grace.  Your  only 
ti  ult  toi'  tne  acceptance  of  your  iervices,  as 
well  as  your  perfons,  is  the  righteoufnefs  of 
Chrill,  and  in  his  llrength  alone  you  attempt  e- 
very  duty.  Senlible  of  your  infufficiency  for 

{a  2  Cor.  xiii.  5.)  {b  Hcb.  xi.  4.  Gen.  iv.  4.) 

*  The  marks  of  faith  we  have  taken  from  the  charadlers 
of  the  worthies  recorded  in  thelacred  pages,  as  well  be- 
caufe  they  were  of  the  cloud  of  witiiclies  whofe  faith  is 
held  up  for  cur  example,  as  becaufe  in  them  we  have  the 
mod:  lively  pidure  of  the  native  operations  and  effeifls 
9f  faving  faith. 
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^ny  fpiritual  exercifcj  and  encouraged  by  the 
promife  of  his  grace,  you  look  up  to  him  for  the 
gracious  aids  of  the  holy  fpirit.  In  duties  per¬ 
formed  from  fuch  a  fpiritual  principle,  petitions 
are  put  up  with  defire  for  the  bleffingsrequefted ; 
fins  confefled  with  forrow  for  them ;  and  mer¬ 
cies  acknowledged  with  thankful  hearts.  Ve¬ 
ry  different  from  this  is  the  facrifice  oi  ungodly 
worfiiippers.  They  pray  without  defire ;  con- 
fefs  without  forrow ;  and  offer  praife  on  a 
though tiefs  tongue.  Nay,  their  hearts  are  op-  ^ 

pofed  to  the  anfwer  of  their  own  prayers,  ex¬ 
cept  it  be  for  temporal  favours,  or  merely  to  be 
faved  from  wrath  ;  as  Auguftine’s  in  the  days 
of  his  unregeneracy,  when  he  prayed  to  be 
made  chafte,  his  heart  faying  ^"^Not  yet.  Lord, 
‘"‘'not  yet.’’  O  ye  mockers  of  God  !  v/ho  expeft 
favours  for  your  polluted  fervices,  can  fuch hy¬ 
pocritical  fuits  fucceed  with  him  ?  Will  hypoc- 
rify  and  lies  procure  his  favour  f  Is  it  any  won¬ 
der  if  God  call  the  dung  of  your  facrifice  in 
your  face,  faying.  Who  hath  required  this  at  your 
hands  ? 

2.  Your  faith,  like  Enoch’s,  will  appear  in  a 
life  of  communion  and  holy  w^alking  with  God. 

( c)  By  believing  views  of  his  amiable  glories 
lliiningin^the  face  of  Chrifl,  your  fouls  are  drawn 
to  him  in  holy  affections,  correfpondent  to  his 
-divine  glories,  in  which  the  life  of  communion 
with  God  confifts.  And,  impreffed  with  a  fenfe 
of  his  immediate  prefence  and  univerfal  provi- 

[c  Hch»  xi.  5.  Gerif  v.  22.) 
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dtnce_,  you  walk  before  him  to  all  well  pleaf-* 
as  always  m  his  fight :  Your  converfation 
is  in  heaven,  from  whence  you  look  for  the  Sa¬ 
viour  ;  and  your  fouls  thirll  for  God,  the  liv¬ 
ing  God.  But  gracelefs  profefibrs,  alienated 
from  the  life  of  God,  are  ftrangers  to  thofe  de¬ 
vout  breathings  of  a  pious  heart. 


3.  ^  our  faith,  as  Noah’s,  (d^  will  operate 

in  an  holy  fear  of  God.  This  is  frequently  laid 
down  in  the  word  of  God  as  a  character  of  the 
faithful.  Not  the  fear  of  a  Have,  viio  only 
dreads  correftion.  Not  the  fottifii  foul-hard¬ 
ening  deipair  of  the  fearf id  and  unbelieving ^  who 
Jball  have  their  part  in  the  lake  that  biirneth  with  fire 
and  brinficne^  unlels  they  fliall  fpeedily  obtain 
repentance  unto  life:  But  fuch  an  awe  of 
themajefty,  righteoufnefs  and  goodnefs  of  the 
Lord,  {e)  as  will  make  you  tremble  at  his 


lUugmentsy  w’hile  you  confide  in  his  mercy,  and 
Imtake  yourfelves  to  Chrift  for  iafety  from  the 
deluge  of  deferved  wrath.  The  fear  of  the  re¬ 
probate  drives  him  from  the  Saviour,  and  tor¬ 
ments.  Iiis  foul  with  horror  and  dread  of  God  as 


an  avenging  judge.  This  confills  with  the 
power  and  love  of  fin  reigning  in  tlie  heart. 
But  the  pious  foul  dreads  finning  more  than  fuf- 
fenng,  and  Uiys,  with  faithful  Jofeph,  How 
foalt  1  do  ibis  great  wickedncfs,  and  fin  a(rainft  God^ 
(r)  His  fear,  as  in  the  dutiful  child,  ojicratcs 
as  well  in  love  and  holy  obedience  to  Iiis  God 
and  father,  as  in  religious  caution,  left  he  fhoiild 

[d  h eh.  xi.  7.)  (e  Hof,  iii.  e  Gen.  xxxix.  <^,) 
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give  him  any  offence  in  thought>  in  word^  or  in 
deed. 

4.  Your  faiths  as  Abraham’s,  (f)  will  be  pro- 
duftive  of  felf  denial,  and  a  ready  obedience  to 
the  divine  commands,  even  thofe  that  are  moft 
difficult  and  crofs  to  flefli  and  blood.  Trufting 
the  power,  mercy  and  truth  of  a  promifing  God, 
he  left  his  own  country  and  kindred  at  the  call 
of  heaven,  and  fojourned  in  a  land  of  ffrangers 
and  enemies;  and  (which was  frill  more  trying 
to  nature)  he  attempted  at  the  command  of 
God  to  offer  his  beloved  Ifaacin  lacrifice.^ — 
Ifaac !  the  fon  of  promife,  the  fon  of  his  old 
age,  the  only  ion  of  his  beloved  Sarah  ;  account- 
ing  that  God  was  able  to  raife  him  iipfro?n  the  dead, 
from  whence  alfo  he  received  him  in  a  figure.  If  ye 
are  Chrift’s,  many  facrifices  have  you  made  for 
his  name’s  fake. — Hufbands,  wifes,  parents,  chil  > 
dren,  brothers,  fifters,  houfes,  lands ;  yea,  and 
are  determined  to  part  with  your  own  lives,  ra¬ 
ther  than  deny  his  name  and  religion,  (g*)  Not 
that  piety  gives  a  difrelilh  for  lawful  enjoy¬ 
ments,  or  leffens  our  affections  for,  much  lefs 
makes  us  bitter  againft,  our  relatives.  It  ra¬ 
ther  fweetens  them  to  us  by  the  lawful  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  them ;  and  excites  our  gratitude  for 
them,  as  the  undeferved  gifts  of  heaven  to  us. 

I  doubt  not  but  Adam  loved  his  Eve  with  a  . 
manifold  purer  and  ftronger  flame  before,  than 
ever  he  did  after  his  fall.  But  grace  will  make 

[f  Heb.  Ki.  8;  19.)  (g  Luke.  xiv.  26.) 
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ri  ^  Giving 

Ghrik  the  throne  m  your  hearts,  it  wiJl  difpofe 

you  to  leave  earth,  with  all  its  enjoyments  or 

yeild  them  up  at  his  call.  Yes !  it  will  caufe 

you  topkickout  a  right  eye,  and  cut  off  a  right  hand, 

Jot  bis  jaur,  {b)x.  e.  not  only  to  part  with  allure- 

nients  ot  the  world,  but  with  fins  as  dear  and 
as  p^eaiant  to  you  as  tb.ofe  members  of  the  bo¬ 
dy.  rf  hai  have  I  to  do  any  more  with  idols  ^  ii\ 

Ipeaks  the  rdolution  of  a  truly  penitent 
Delieving  lieart. 

^  But  the  mere  nominal  or  temporary  believer' 
isftill  weaded  to  his  lufts  and  carnal  pleafures 
and  by  repeatedly  turning  a  deaf  ear  to  the  calls 
and  cvarnings  of  heaven,  is  in  danger  of  having 
the  feanul,  but  juft  lentence  pronounced  againft 
him,  Kporaim  is  joined  to  his  idols,  let  him  alone  ( k  ) 
Freeiy  would  he  embrace  houfes,  lands,  and 
carnal  enjoyments  as  his  only  portion,  did  he 
not  fear  the  wrath  of  God.  Take  thefe  from 
him,  and  h-s  heart  cries  with  Micah,  Te  have 
taken  aivay  my  gods,  and  what  have  I  more  f  (n 
But  to  the  lincere  believer  thefe  are  all  tafte'^ 
els  without  the  Lord.  Nay,  lieaven  itfelf  would 
be  eiiApLineis  tohini^  fiiould  he  notfindhisSa- 
yiour  there.  To  be  with  Chrijl.,  which  is  far. 
better,^  {m)  is  a  leading  reafon  of  his  defire  to 
be  abfent  from  the  body.  IFbom  have  Tin  hea¬ 
ven  but  thee}  and  there  is  none  upon  earth  I  defire 

i/J  {I  II  e.ir.g!.  V.  i8.j  [ra  Fkd.  i.  23.) 


bejkle  ihee,  {n)  is  the  native  br*eathiag  of  a  gra¬ 
cious  ioul. 


5. Believers,  when  it  is  jull  and  neceilkry,  chule 
a  lot  with  the  defpifed  and  afhifted  peopie  of 
God  before  any  earthly  pomp  and  riches.  By 
faith  Mofes  refufed  to  be  called  the  Son  of  Pharaoh's 
daughter ;  chyfmg  rather  to  fuffer  ajjliciion  wllb  the 
people  of  God,  than  to  enjoy  the  pleajures  of Jmf era 
feafon  ;  ejleeming  the  reproach  of  Cbri/l greater  riches 
than  the  treafures  in  Egypt,  [o)  All  the  power 
and  wealth,  the  honours  and  pleafures  of  the 
world  are  empty  bubbles,  palling  ftiadows,  in 
their  efteem,  compared  with  the  unfearcliable 
riches  and  honours  of  Chrift.  Communion 
with  him  one  day  in  his  courts  is  to  them  better^ 
than  a  thoufand  {p)  fpent  in  all  the  tents  of  van¬ 
ity  and  fin.  The  faints  of  whatever  condition 
or  degree,  they  elteena  as  the  excellent  of  the  earth, 
in  whom  is  all  their  delight,  [q')  His  caule  they 
fet  before  any  worldly  or  private  intereft  .*  If 
I  forget  thee,  O  Jeriifalem  !  let  my  right  hand 
forget  her  dinning.  If  I  do  not  remember  thee,  let  my 
tongue  cleave  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth ;  if  I  prefer  not 
jerufalem  before  my  chief  joy.  (r)  ChrilCs  people 
are  their  people,  his  intereft  theirs,  and  what 
gives  a  wound  to  it,  touebeth  the  apple  of  their 
eye.  The  ftumbles  and  falls  of  religious  pro- 
felfors,  and  the  unavoidable  weaknefs  and  infir¬ 
mities  of  the  rigteous,  are  their  diftrefs,  be- 
caufe  a  wicked  world  take  occalion  from  thence 


(«  P/a,  Ixrdii.  25.)  (0  Hch, 
Ixxxiv.  10.)  {qPfa.  xvi. 
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to  reproach  the  caufe  of  Chrift^  and  make  them- 
fel/es  eaiy  in  their  finning.  But  they  rejoico 
in  the  prolperity  of  Zion  ;  they  long,  they  pray 
lor  a  revival  of  religion  in  churches^  and  the 

ipread  of  the  gofpel  in  power  throughout  the 
whole  earth.  , 

Widely  different  from  this  is  the  chara6ler 
of  faithlels  profelfors,  however  fober  fome  of 
them  may  appear  before  men.  They  choofe  re¬ 
ligion  when  file  treads  in  her  filver  flippers  ; 
but  are  unwilling  to  take  up  their  crofs,  and 
follow  the  lamb  whitherfoever  he  goeth^  in  good  re¬ 
port  and  in  bad.  A  blaft  of  perfecution  would 
foon  blow  multitudes  of  thofe  hypocrites  off 
from  Chrift,  and  turn  them  to  be  bitter  ene¬ 
mies  to  his  caufe.  Give  to  fome  of  them  titles, 
honours,  pleafures  and  riches,  with  an  empty 
parade  of  language  or  plaufible  elocution  in  the 
pulpit;  give  to  others  of  them,  though  it  were 
but  a  beggarly  portion  of  this  world,  with  dull 
formality,  flimfey  differtations,  or  dry  fpecula- 
tion,  or  dark,  unintelligible  and  fpurious  novel¬ 
ties  in  the  pulpit,  and  they  may  continue  to 
make  fome  kind  of  religious  profeffions.  But  ' 
they  will  not  intereft  themfelves  about  the  now-, 
er  ot  godlinels,  except  it  be  in  oppofition  to  it. 
True  zeal  for  God  theydeteft;  fpiritual  and 
zealous  Chriftians,  efpecially  minifters,  are  apt 
to  become  objeffs  of  their  jealoufy,  their  fneer, 
or  their  malignant  reproaches  ;  and  the  more 
fo,  the  more  eminent  they  are  for  piety,  or 
fuccefs  ;  except  convidions  in  their  confcience 
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;ind -judgment  may  be  fo  ftrong  as  to  bipprcfs 
their  vifible  oppohtion.  Inftead  of  being  griev¬ 
ed,  they  watch  with  an  eagle’s  eye  for  the  acci¬ 
dental  flips,  or  unavoidable  inlirniities  of  pious 
people, and  magnify  their  pimples  into  blotches, 
as  a  cover  to  their  own  offenfive  fores;  not  con- 
lldering  that  their  /pots  are  not  the  fpots  of  God's 
people.  And,  if  they  cannot  get  vifible  blemilhes 
to  hold  up,  they  will,  with  diabolical  malice  and 
fubtlety,  twift  and  turn  every  word  and  aftion 
into  every  fhape  in  order  to  makefome.  Like 
their  predecellbrs  of  old,  they  clothe  the  fiiints 
in  bear  (kins,  and  then  hunt  them  with  dogs. 
Inftead  of  laying  it  to  heart,  as  an  evidence  of 
God’s  controverfy  with  the  church,  when  the 
righteous,  efpecially  able  and  faithful  minifters, 
are  taken  from  the  earth,  thofe  hypocrites  re¬ 
joice,  as  though  the  day  would  be  all  their  own, 
thefe  troublers  of  Ifrael  being  removed  out  of 
the  way.  This  is  the  temper  efpecially  of  un¬ 
godly  clergymen. 

6,  In  the  laft  place,  a  fteady  perfeverance  and 
progrefs  in  piety  are  among  the  beft  evidences 
of  faving  faith.  The  hearty  friends  of  Chrift 
go  horn  flrength  tojlrength,  till  they  appear  before 
God  in  Zion,  {s)  Of  the  patriarchs  the  apoille 
lays.  If  they  had  been  mindfid  of  that  country  from 
vjhence  they  came  out^  they  might  have  had  opportu¬ 
nity  to  have  returned ;  but  now  they  dejire  a  bet¬ 
ter  country,  that  is  an  heavenly,  (/)  A  lively 
VoL.  IV.  K 

(f  Pfalm,  lxx::iv.  j,)  (t  lleh.  xi.  15,  16.) 
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emblem  this  of  the  charaaer  of  the  godly  in.all 
ages  and  places  of  the  world,  who,  as  VaxAJor- 
getting  thofe  things  which  are  behind,  and  reaching 
joith  unto  thofe  things  which  are  before,  prefs  towards 
toe  mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God 
which  is  in  Chrijl  fefus.  (z;)  T.  heir  backflidings 
and  returns  again  to  God  they  \\nll  have,  their 
winters  and  their  fummers,  their  nights  as  well 
as  their  days.  \  et,  in  general,  the  path  of  the 
jiijl  is  as  the Jbining  light,  that fbineth  more  and  more 
ttnio  the  perfect  da.y .  (la)  And  the  exprefs  tefti-- 
mony  ^  Chrift  himielf  is.  Every  branch  in  me 
that  bearetkfruit,  he  piirgcih  it,  that  it  may  bring 
jorth  more  fruit,  (x)  They  may  not  always  feel 
the  fame  lenlible  alFeclions,  as  at  their  firft  ac¬ 
quaintance  witli  Chrift;  yet  their  views  of  di¬ 
vine  objehts  wall  be  more  fpiritual  and  diftinft, 
their  faitli  more  fteady,  their  love  more  folid, 
tneir  humility  more  deeply  rooted,  and  their 
obedience  more  uniform.  Their  life  is  a  life 
of  faith  on  the  Son  of  God,  and  by  repeated  acts 
of  faith  they  groiv  in  grace,  and  in  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  jefus  Chrift, 

But  they  who  ftop  in  their  courfe,  or  turn 
back,  have  never  let  tlieir  foot  upon  the  narrow 
way  which  leadeth  unto  life.  And  they  who 
think  they  have  religion  enough,  or  content 
themfclves  with  juft  as  much  of  it  as  they  fup- 
pofe  will  barely  take  them  to  hea.ven,  or  fave 

{u  Phil,  ill,  Il\,)  (w  Prov.  iv.  i§.)  (x  Jotn, 
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them  from  hell,  have  never  as  yet  had  a  taflc 
ofthe  pleafurcs  of  piety.  For  there  is  every 
motive  in  faitFs  object  and  the  experience  of 
grace,  to  excite  thofe  who  have  obtained  it,  to 
prefs  for  a  more  full  enjoyment  of  it’s  comforts. 
Many  who  have  all  the  vifible  marks  of  believ¬ 
ers  in  Chrifi,  know  no  more  of  religious  im- 
preffions  upon  their  minds,  than  thofe  they  felt 


many  years  fince. — To  them  they  are  obliged 
to  recur  back,  in  order  to  fupport  their  falfe 
hope.  Or,  perhaps,  to  this  end  they  try  to  work 
up  in  their  fouls  impreilions  limilar  to  thofe 
they  felt  when  they  firft  niade  an  attempt  to  fet 
out  in  religion;  and  there  they  reft, though  tlieir 
impreffions  quickly  die  away,  without  leaving  a- 
ny  lafting  change  upon  their  minds.  Dantm- 
rous  deception ! 


/ 


II.  Is  faith  a  moft  excellent  gift Then  let 
thofe  of  you  who  have  obtained  it,  learn  '-  our 
advantages  and  obligations  to  make  a  due  im¬ 
provement  of  the  talent  God  lias  gracioully  put 
into^your  hand.  He  hath  bellowed  on  you  an  ho¬ 
ly  principle,  the  exercife  of  which  will  produce 
a  gradual  aflimilation  to  himlelf,  &  meetnefs 
for  heaven  ;  and,  for  thofe  very  purpofes,  hath 
promifed  the  influences  of  his  holy  fpirit.  You 
ought  therefore  to  endeavour  moft  carefully  to 
have  your  faith  invigorated  and  llrengthencd. 
In  order  to  this  he  conllant  in  the  exeixife  of 
faith  ;  for  every  habit  grows  by  repeated  adts. 
Be  diligent  in  your  attendance  on  all  the  means 
of  grace  for  the  cultivation  of  faith.  Fnr  fb.^ 
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hand  of  the  diligent  maketbricb.  (y)  Prayearneft- 
ly,  as  the  apoliles  did.  Lord,  incveafe  our  faith, (z\ 
■  Get  dear  and  diftind  views  of  the  nature  and 
defign  oi  the  plan  of  falvation,  with  the  nature, 
extent  and  Ireedom  of  gofpel  promifes ;  as  well 
thole  made  to  Chrill  in  your  name,  as  thofe 
made  to  you  for  his  fake. 

For  motives  to  excite  you  to  thofe  improv¬ 
ing  exercifes,  chnfuler  that  a  ftrong  faith  gives 
glory  to  God,  and  will  enable  you  to  live  be¬ 
coming  your  high  calling.  1 1  will  filcncc  your 
unbelieving  fears,  and  produce  for  you  ftrength 
in  weakneis,  light  in  darknefs,  comfort  in  for- 
row,  and  relief  in  all  your  ftrait.s.  It  will  make 
your  journey  to  Zion  eafy,  and  Imooth  all  the 
rugged  fteps  of  your  way,  open  for  you  a  com¬ 
fortable  paliage  throngb  the  valley  of  the  fxidoxv 
of  death,  [a)  and  a  joyful  entrance  into  eternal  life, 
(b)  And  this  will  enable  you  with  Juimble 
boidnels  to  approach  the  divine  throne  for  mer¬ 
cy  and  grace  to  help  you  in  every  time  of  need. 

To  plead  for  purchafed  mercies  upon  the 
llrength  of  a  promife  is  a  moft  ufeful  exerciie 
of  laith  for  promoting  the  Ipiritual  life,  aud  ob¬ 
taining  ail  the  precious  fruits  and  comforts  of 
it.  Did  time  allows,  I  would  point  out  the  ufe- 
fulnels,  and  give  directions  for  the  exercife  of 
faith  in  every  circumftance  in  which  you  can  be 
placed,  and  to  obtain  every  mercy  you  crave 

(y  Prov.  X.  4.)  (z  Luke.  xvii.  y.)  (^a  Pfa.  xxiih  /  ’ 
fbLjik':'.  ii.  29.  11  Tim.  iv.  j,  g.j 


for  time  or  eternity,  for  yourlelvcs  or  others, 
for  individuals  or  for  the  church  in  general. 
There  is  not  a  Angle  cafe  withrefpe6l  to  which 
your  prayers  are  required,  but  there  is  fome- 
thing  in  the  promifes  fuited  to  it,  which  you 
ought  to  hold  up  as  a  plea  in  prayer.  To  il- 
luftrate  this  in  a  few  inftances  only.  Do  you 
want  pardon  for  backfliding,  and  the  cure  of  a 
backfiding  temper  ?  Plead  that  gracious  prom- 
ife,  I  ivill  heal  their  backfliding ,  I  will  love  them 
freely,  (c)  Do  you  lament  that  your  fouls  are 
as  the  barren  heath  in  the  defart,  which  does  not 
fee  when  good  conieth  ?  Plead  this  and  fuch  like 
words  of  grace  ;  Their  fold foall  be  as  a  watered 
garden,  (d)  Do  you  feel  your  need  of  ftrength 
for  duty  and  warfare  ?  Hold  up  to  Chrift  his 
own  precious  word.  My  grace  is  fufricientforthee. 
(e)  Do  you  long  to  fee  the  profperity  of  Zion, 
and  rejoice  in  her  joy  ?  Plead  the  gracious 
promiles  of  Zion’s  God  to  make  her  a  crown  of 
glory  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord^  and  a  royal  diadem 
in  the  hand  of  our  God;  (f)  To  be  as  the  dew  to 
Ifraely  to  make  him  revive  as  the  corn,  grow  as  the 
lily,  and  cafl  forth  his  roots  as  Lebanon,  (g)  In 
.  this  foul-quickening  exercife,  faith,  looking  to 
the  mercy  from  which  the  promife  originated, 
and  the  truth  engaged  for  the  performance  of 
it,  is  ftrengtheiied  to  take  hold  of  the  Saviour, 
laying,  I  will  not  let  thee  go,  except  thou  blefs  me, 
(h)  Such  a  w’reftling  Jacob  will  be  a  prevailing 
llrael. 

{c  Hof,  xiv.  4.^  [d  Jcr.  xxxi.  12.)  (e  II  Cor.'^u.  p.) 
(f  fa,  Ixii.  3.)  Hrf.  xiv.  5^,  y,)  [h  Gen,  xxxii.  26.) 


^  Some  of  you,  perhaps,  are  faying, «  I  fear  I 
ave  no  1  ight  to  plead  the  promifes.  Had  I 
^‘tender  and  fpiritual  affections,  or  affurance  of 
^"'niy  perlbnal  intereft  in  Chrift,  I  might  venture 
to  reft  in  him,  and  plead  the  promiles  of  his 
grace.  But,  alas  !  my  heart  is  fo  dark  and 
"•^cold,  and  ftupid,  I  dare  not,  I  cannot  ap- 
'"proach  him  with  confidence.”  Your  fears, 
brethien,  indicate  that  you  labour  under  mif- 
takes  injurious  to  your  comfort  and  progrefs 
in  piety.  \^ou  wifli  to  know  how  good  you 
are,  and  look  lor  fpiritual  affeftions,  or  aiTur- 
ance  of  actual  intereft  in  Chrift,  as  your  war¬ 
rant,  at  leaft  in  part,  to  apply  to  him  for  par¬ 
don  and  grace.  But  he  will  let  you  fee  how 
bad  you  are,  and  make  you  come  felf  emptied 
to  the  fountain  of  free  grace  for  all  your  fup- 
plies.  Your  hefitation  about  your  right  to  come 

want  of  powerful  Ipiritual  af- 
feaions,  is  a  dreg  of  that  pride  and  unbelief, 
which  at  firft  held  you  off  from  a  clofure  with 
Chi  ift,  until  you  Ihould  be  better  prepared  to 
apply  to  him.  You  fliould  come  immediately 

to  him  for  thofe  affefTions,  which  you  wifli  for 
as  your  encouragement  or  warrant  to  come. 

It  will  be  ufeful  for  you  to  take  notice  of  th<* 
diftinclion  between  an  actual  right  in  the  blef- 
fings  of  the  promiic,  and  a  right  to  come  to 
Chrift  for  them;  between  the  grounds  of  truft, 
and  an  affurance  of aftual  intereft  in  him.  Af- 

fui  ance  of  actual  intereft  is  founded,  in  part,  up¬ 
on  pious  exercifes  of  the  heart  as  evidences  of  a 
gracious  ftate,  the  agreement  of  which  with  the 
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mai'ks  of  true  piety  laid  down  in  the  word  of 
God  is  cleared  and  confirmed  by  the  witnefs  of 
the  fpirit.  But  the  foie  ground  of  triift  in  Chrift 
for  pardon  and  grace  is  the  full  and  free  tenderi 
thereof  in  the  offers  and  promifes  of  the  gofpeL 
Therefore  if  you  cannot  afcertain  your  adtiml 
intereft  in  thefe  ;  yet  you  may  be  alfured  they 
give  you  a  right  or  warrant  to  apply  for  the 
bleffings  contained  in  them.  Therefore  if  you 
cannot  come  as  a  faint,  come  at  the  call  of  the 
gofpel  as  a  finner,  as  one  of  Adam's  rieedy  and 
ruined  family.  -The  judicious  and  Ipiritual 
Doftor  Owen  obferves,  that  ^ ‘'the  grounds  and 
‘^‘^effential  a6ls  of  faith  are  always  the  fame." 

In  every  fuccceding  a^,  as  well  as  in  it’s  firft 
aft,  you  muft  come  to  Chrift  for  grace  and  fal 
vation  as  guilty,  unworthy  and  helplels  finners, 
upon  the  encouragement ,  of  gofpel  overtures 
only,  without  refpeft  to  any  goodnefs  that  is  in 
you,  or  done  by  you,  as  giving  you  a  right  to 
the  bleffings  of  the  promife,  or  to  apply  for 
them.  And  as  long  as  you  attempt  to  come 
upon  any  other  footing,  fo  long  will  you  be  dif- 
appointed,  fo  long  will  your  perplexing  doubts 
and  fears  remain. 

1  ‘‘i 

A  prefent  direft  aft  of  faith,  upon  the  en¬ 
couragement  of  the  gofpel  offer  alone,  is  the 
way  of  fafety,  and  the  only  way  of  relief  from 
all  your  complaints.  This  will  make  what  was 
darkncfs  before  flhne  with  evidence  as  noon 
day.  And  without' this  in  vain  will  you  look  for 
fpiritual  affcftions,  or  affurance  of  perfonal  in- 
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terefl:  in  Chrift  and  his  falvation. 

HI.  Is  it  the  command  of  God  to  believe  on 
the  name  of  his  Son  J efus  Chrift  ?  and  is  the 
grace  of  believing  his  unmerited  gift  ?  what  a 
precious  door  of  hope  does  this  open  to-the  con¬ 
vinced  finner/who  is  folicitoudy  enquiring 
Tvhatjhall  Ido  to  be  favedf  The  anfwer  is  rea¬ 
dy  ;  Believe  on  the  Lord  Jefus  ChrijI,  and  thou 
Jhalt  befaved.  (k)  Here  you  have  the  encou¬ 
ragement  of  a  command  withapromife.  The 
command  is  much  ;  for  it  makes  it  your  duty 
to  believe,  and  fecures  you  againft  a  charge  of 
prefumption  for  attempting  your  duty.  A  pro- 
mife  united  with  the  command  much  more;  for 
it  lecures  the  bleffing,  when  by  grace  you  fliall 
have  complied  with  the  order.  Believe,  and 
THOU  SHALT  BE  SAVED.  Enter  in  at  this 
dooi ,  taice  hold  ot  this  hope,  and  you  lliall  have 
mheritance  with  apoftles  themfelves,  in  the 
lame  mannei  they  obtained  it,  and  upon  the 
very  fame  grounds. 

Perhaps  fome  affhaed  foul  may  be  faying 
“■What  grounds  have  I  toexpedt  that  the  Lord 
“^would  make  me  welcome  ?  Although  he  be 
“able  and  willing  to  lave  other  penitent  and 
“tender  hearted  finners,  I  fear  he  will  never 
“lave  me,  my  heart  is  fo  vile,  my  pradlice  has 
been  lo  bale,  and  my  fins  lo  heinous,  being 
^'committed  againft  much  light  and  love,  many 
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^^ftrivings  of  the  holy  Spirit  with  my  conlcience, 
^*^*111(3  ni^ny  cnlls  of  gr3.ce  i  ep<-3tedly  i  cfnfcd. 
^^What  fhall  I  do  ?  If  I  knew  that  my  name  was 
^^written  in  the  lamb  s  book  ol  life  oi  it  I  had 
broken  heart  and  tender  aftedtions^  I  would 
‘^‘^venture  to  believe  on  Chrift.  tut  how  can  I 
^^truft  that  he  will  receive  me^  hardened  as  I 
^*’am^  filthy  as  I  am,  guilty,  uncommonly  guix- 
^^ty,  as  I  am  ?  ah,  my  heart  is  harder  than  ad- 
^‘'amant,  viler,  if  pofiible,  than  hell  itfelf!  Pi- 
tiabie  cafe  indeed,  but  not  defperate.  Your 
objedtions,  however,  arife  from  fome  miilakes 
dHhonouring  to  Chrift,  and  injurious  to  your 
own  fouls.  ( I )  You  place  the  decree  of  God  as 
a  bar  in  the  way  of  your  duty,  and  wimior  the 
knowledge  ot  your  eledtion  as  your  encourage¬ 
ment  to  believe ;  whereas  faith  is  the  way  to 
ifiure  a  foul  of  it’s  calling  and  eledtion.  Was 
there  but  one  eledl  veflel  upon  earth,  it  is 
your  duty  to  believe  at  the  divine  ccmmana, 
and  prove  by  your  faith  that  you  are  that  one. 
You  refufe  to  obey  the  revealed  will  of  God, 
which  makes  it  your  duty  to  believe  in  the  name 
of  his  Son,  unlefs  he  will  difclofe  unto  you  his 
fecret  couiifel.  This  is  rebellion,  and  a  bold 
invafion  of  jehovah’s  right.  For  fccrei  things 
belofig  unto  the  Ford  our  God ;  hut  revealed  unto  us, 
and  to  our  children.  (1)  By  all  the  regard  you 
owe  to  his  authority  and  your  own  fiilvation,  I 
befeech  you  to  invade  the  divine  perogative  no 
longer,  nor  refufe  the  mercy  fo  gracioufy  teiv 
VoL.  IV.  L 
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deied  to  you.  (2)  You  look  for  encourage¬ 
ment  to  believe,  in  part  at  lead,  from  your- 
ielves,  and  not  wholly  from  the  Loi'd.  You 
feek  for  religious  frames  as  your  recommenda¬ 
tion  to  Chrilt ;  w'hereas  you  fhould  come  to  him 
without  money  and  without  price.  You  mull 
come  to  him  juft  as  you  are,  or  never  come  at 
all— come  as  hard  hearted,  polluted,  guQty  and 
helplefs  linners,  upon  the  encouragement  of 
flee  giact,  only.  But  you  try  to  walh  your- 
ielves,  that  you  may  come  to  the  fountain  to 
be  waflied  more  cIean~to  heal  yourfelves,  in 
part,  and  then  come  to  a  phyfician  to  perfedl 
the  cure.  ( 3)  This  implies  afecret  diftruft  of 
the  power  and  grace  of  Chrift  to  lave  linners 
lo  guilty  and  vile  as  you  are,  unlefs  you  do 
fomethingto  lelTen  the  aggravations,  and  dimin- 
illi  the  ftrength  of  your  lins.  I  alk  you,  bre¬ 
thren,  Is  Chrift  an  imperfeft  Saviour  }  Can  he 
only  fave  finners  of  a  fmaller  fize  .?  Is  the  ef¬ 
ficacy  of  his  blood  and  grace  limited  .?  Do  they 
need  the  aid  of  your  obedience  and  merit  ?  Is 
he  a  lyar,  and  his  word  a  lie  ?  All  thefe  biafphe- 
mies  your  unbelieving  hearts  impute  to  the 
Lord.  T.  o  fay  you  arc  willing  to  be  faved  by 
Chrift,  but  he  is  unwilling  to  fave  you,  is  a  Han¬ 
der  thrown  out  againft  the  heavens— Yes,  it  is 
a  lie  !  for  be  that  believeih  not  the  record  Qod 
gave  of  Ins  fan,  bath  made  him  a  lyar.  (m)  And 
this  is  his  record,  that  Chrift  is  able  and  willing 
to  fave  the  chief  of  finners.  Tc  xvill  not  come 
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unto  me,  that  yc  might  have  life,  {n)  is  the  tefti- 
iiiony  of  the  bleffed  Jefus  himfelf.  How  often, 
fays  he,  wcidd  I  have  gathered  thy  children  toge¬ 
ther,  as  a  hengatbereth  her  chickens  under  her  wings, 
and  ye  would  not,  {0)  Thefc,  with  many  other 
divine  teftimonies,  charge  the  unwillingnefs 
wholly  to  the  finiier’s  account.  Chrift  is  wil¬ 
ling  to  fave  you ;  but  you  are  unwilling  to  be 
faved  by  him  on  his  own  terms.  i  he  enmitj^" 
of  your  hearts  againft  God  and  the  iclieme  ot 
falvation  by  Chrift  is  the  foie  caufe  of  your 
non-compliance  with  the  calls  of  the  golpel. 

Ceafe  then  to  caft  humbling  blocks  in  your 
own  way.  The  command  of  God  to  finners 
without  exception  to  believe,  is  a  fufficient  war¬ 
rant  for  you  to  go  upon,  and  there  is  every 
motive  in  the  glorious  objeft  of  faith  held  up  to 
you,  THE  NAME  OF  HIS  SON  JESUS  CHRIST,  tO 

excite  your  truft  in  him.  He  is  Emmanuel, 
God  in  our  nature ;  therefore  complete  in  of- 
fice-charadters,  and  there  is  an  infinite  virtue  in 
each  of  them  for  your  falvation.  InhimdivelU 
etb  all  tbefidlnefs  of  the  Godhead  bodily ;  {p)  for  he 
is  the  'LoKT>,the  Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious^ 
loitg  fuffering,  and  abundant  in  goodnefs  and  truth, 
forgiving  iniquity,  tranfgreffions,  and  fin,  and  that 
will  by  no  means  clear  the  guilty,  {q)  This  is  his 
name;  for  God’s  ?iame  is  in  him.  {r)  Are  you 
moft  wretched  and  miferable  ?  He  is  moit  mer¬ 
ciful  !  And  his  mercy  reacheth  down  to  the 

(n  John.  V.  10.)  (o  Mat.  xxiii.  37.)  fp  Col.  iii.  9.} 
(y  £x9.  xMxiv.  6}  (r'ExocL  xxiii.  21.) 
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\eiy  boidei  of  hell,  to  raife  up  objedls  of  its  e- 
Cina  piaiic.  Aieyou  nioft  undeferving  and 
hell-deterv.ng  ?  He  is  nioft  gracious  !  and  his 
gi ace  waits  iiot  for  the  creatures  goodnefs, 
butbeftows  It,  and  infinitely  rifes  above  all  the 
(.eJerts  of  fin.  For  xvhere  fm  abounded,  grace 

did  muco?nore abound.  (.)  Have  you  lonp- with- 

ftood  a.,  the  calls  of  grace,  and  all  the  perfua- 
fives  of  redeeming  love  .?  He  is  long  suffer¬ 
ing  !  his  calls  continue  until  the  eleventh  hour 
ana  till  the  laft  moment  of  that  hour.  In  the 
ninie  hour  he  raifed  the  penitent  thief  from  the 
crois  to  the  crown.  Has  your  life  been  a  feene 
otcountlefsand  moft  bafe  abominations  ?  eve- 
ry  acdion  everv  word,  and  every  thought 
a  polluted  Itream!  He  is  abundant  in  good¬ 
ness  :  Inuitely  great  in  goodnefs,  andinfinite- 
"/  sy'-c  in  gieatnefs!  His  pardoning  love  and 
gooanels  is  an  ocean  without  a  bottom,  a  fea 
without  a^  fiipre.  It  purged  a  Magdakne  of 
-e  ven  devils,  and  formed  her  into  a  fiiiningftar 
of  glory,  ^it  waflied  the  blood  of  perfecution 
out  oi  caul’s  guilty  confcience,  and  changed  him 
Irom  a  periecuting  Saul  into  a  preaching  Paul. 

L  uas  laved  millions  of  Adam’s  ruined  familv  • 
and  is  it  not  fufficient  for  the  falvation  of  one 
penlhing  finner  .?  W ere  you  chargeable  with  the 
guilt,  and  infeaed  with  the  ftain,  of  the  wliole 
lallen  race,  the  blood  and  grace  of  Chrift  are 
infinitely  more  powerful  to  five,  than  all  this 
would  be  to  deftroy  you.  And  he  who  is  a- 
BUNDANT  IN  TRUTH,  has  pledged  his  faithful 
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word/  that  if  ye  be  obedient  to  the  call  of  grace, 
though  your  fins  be  as  Jcarlet,  they  Jhall  be  white  as 
finaw ;  tho  they  be  red  like  crimfon,  they  Jhall  be  as 
wool,  (t)  He  invites  him  that  willeth,  to  take 
the  water  of  life  freely,  (u)  Do  you  wantfalvati- 
on  ?  come  and  take  it  as  the  gift  of  God.  How 
extenfive  that  generous  call.  Look  unto  me,  and 
be  ye  favcd,  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  ?  (zv )  If  ye  be 
in  the  earth  at  all,  this  gracious  invitation  takes 
you  in.  Do  not  then  caft  yourfelves  out  by 
unbelief.  He  counlels  you  to  buy  of  him  gold 
tried  in  the  fire,  white  raiment,  and  eyefalve.  (ar) 
Did  this  wonderful  counfellor  ever  give  wrong 
advice  ?  He  intreats  you  to  be  reconciled  to  God. 
(y)  Shall  the  heavens  come  down  to  you  in  fup- 
plications  ?  and  will  not  you  cry  to  the  hea¬ 
vens,  and  truft  an  intreating  Saviour  for 
grace? — It  is  his  own  gracious  promise,  H/'m 
that  cometh,  I  will  in  no  wife  caft  out.  {%)  Shall 
THE  AM  the  faithful  and  true  zvitnefs,h^  ex- 
pofed  to  the  difadvantage  of  man,  to  fay,  and 
not  to  do  ;  to  promife,  and  not  perform  ?  Unbe» 
lief  fays,  he  will  caft  you  out;  the  promife  fays, 
he  will  not  caft  you  out.  Satan  •  fays,  he  will 
caft  you  out ;  Chrift  fays.  Him  that  cometh  to  me, 
I  zvill  in  no  wife  caft  'out.  Now  which  is  to  be 
credited,  unbelief,  or  the  promife  ? — Satan,  or 
Chrift  ?  and  his  promife  he  has  fealed  with 
his  OATH,  that  by  (thefe)  two  immutable  things, 
in  which  it  was  impojfible  for  Gcd  to  lie,  ive 
might  have  a  Jlrong  coifolationj,  who  have  fled 

(t  Ifa.  i.  18.)  {u  Rei).  xxii.  17.)  {-^u  Ifa,^]\r,  22.) 
(x  Rev.  in.  i8.)  {ylJ  Cor.  v.  20.)  {z  John,  6.  37.} 
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refuge  to  lay  hold  on  the  hope  Jet  before  us.  ('a\ 
Here  you  have  the  promife  of  Jehovah,  fan6t- 
loned  by  his  eternal  oath,  to  excite  you  to  flee 
to  Chrift  for  refuge  from  the  purfuit  of  aveng¬ 
ing  juftice.  As  I  live  faith  the  Lord,  I  have  no 
pleafirein  the  death  of  the  wicked;  but  that  the 
wicked  turn  from  his  way  and  live,  (b)  As 
though  Jehovah  had  faid,  I  pledge  my  eternal 
lue  upon  it,  I  forfeit  all  the  glories  of  Godhead 
It  ye  lad  of  eternal  life,  who  turn  to  me  by  faith 
and  repentance.  Search  all  the  records  of 
earth  and  heaven,  and  will  you,  can  you,  find 
ieciiFity  equal  to  this  ? 

Let  unbelief  then  hide  its  head,  and  never 
more  utter  its  reproaches  againft  the  God  of 
t.i  utu  aiid  grace.  1  befeech  you  by  all  the  tears 
and  blood  of  the  fon  of  God,  by  all  his  gloriou.s 
charadiers,  by  all  his  gracious  offers,  by  all  his 
preliing  calls,  by  all  his  alluring  invitations, 
by  all  ills  moving  intreaties,  by  all  his  tender 
mercies,  by  ail  his  redeeming  love,  and  by  all 
the  ftrength  of  his  promife,  confirmed  with  his 
almighty  oath  ;-~by  all  thefe  I-befeech,  I  obteft, 

I  actjure  you,  in  his  great  name,  no  longer  to 

lelufe  the  tenders  of  rich  grace  ;  but  give  glo- 

ry  to  God  by  believing  the  record  he  hath  given 

of  Ins  ion,  and  embrace  him  as  your  Saviour 
Tvith  till  your  hcfirt. 


It  may  he,  fome  of  you  are  faying,  Thefe 

('ah’eh.  6.  iS.I  (/;  EzeL  33,  ,1.) 
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mefTages  of  peace  and  love  are  joyful  tidings  in¬ 
deed  ;  but,  alas !  my  ftupid  heart  will  not  re¬ 
ceive  them.  Ah  !  this  heart,  this  hard,  this 
unbelieving  heart !  Ten  thoufand  worlds  for 
an  heart  cordially  difpofedto  embrace  Chrift  as 
my  Lord  and  my  Saviour  !  O  ye  offliBed^  tojfed 
with  tempeji  and  not  comforted ;  lay  your  hearts 
at  the  foot  of  the  crofs,  and  fee  if  pardoning 
blood  and  love  will  not  melt  and  foften  them. 
Earneftly  and  incefTantly  plead  the  promife  of 
the  holy  fpirit,  to  create  in  you  a  new  heart,  and 
take  the  heart  off  one  out  of  your  fiefh.  O  Lord ! 
heal  me,  and  1 fhall  be  healed ;  turn  me,  and  I  Jhall 
be  turned.  Beware  of  fuffering  your  convictions 
to  die,  left,  like  Ephraim,  ye  be  unwife  fons,  tar¬ 
rying  long  in  the  dangerous  place  of  the  breaking 
forth  of  children.  Steadily  perlevere  in  im¬ 
portunate  fuits,  until  ye  obtain  the  bleffing. 

Grace,  indeed,  is  fovereign,  and  nothing 
done  by  the  creature  can  defer ve  it.  This  you 
muft  know  and  acknowledge.  At  the  fame 
time,  continue  to  plead  the  riches  and  freedom 
of  it,  with  humble  hope  in  divine  mercy.  To 
this  end  were  all  the  examples  and  overtures 
of  it  exhibited  in  the  gofpel.  Did  you  ever 
read,  is  there  any  record  in  the  facred  oracles 
of  one  fpurned  from  the  feet  of  mercy,  who 
would  abide  by  her  door  polf's,  and  would 
not  go  without  a  bleffing  ?  Did  not  the  publican, 
pleading  mercy^  go  to  his  hoiife  juftified  rather 
than  the  other  ?  (c )  rather  than  the  feif-righte. 

V  Ltde.  xviii.  i, 
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ous  pharifee  ?  When  Ephraim^  bemoaning 
himfelf,  and  jftruggling  with  a  perverfe  heart,  as 
a  bullock  maccuftomed  to  the  yoke,  prayed.  Turn 
thou  me,  and  I  fhall  be  turned ;  the  Lord  anfwers. 
Is  Ephraim  my  dear  Jon  ?  Is  he  a  pleafant  child  ? 
For  fince  the  day  that  IJpake  agamjl  him,  Ido 
earnejlly  remember  him  jiill :  thei^efore  my  bowels 
are  troubled  for  him,- 1  will  furely  have  mercy  upon 
him, faith  the  Lord,  {d)  And  when  the  perilliing, 
felf-condenined  prodigal  refolved  to  confefs 
his  guilt,  and  plead  grace,  the  father  of  mer¬ 
cies  faw  him  a  great  way  off,  and  had  compaffion, 
and  ran,  and  fell  on  his  neck,  and  kiffed  him,  {e) 
Did  you  follow  the  allufion  here,  you  nii^ht 
(fo  to  fpeak)  fee  the  quick  eye  of  mercy  dif- 
cerning  the  nrft  movements  of  a  returning 
linner  towards  God,  the  fwift  feet  of  mercy  run¬ 
ning  to  meet  him,  the  kind  arms  of  mercy  ex¬ 
tended  to  receive  him,  a  kifs  of  mercy  to  hail 
him,  and  feal  a  fenfe  of  pardoning  love  upon  his 
heart.  May  the  Lord  increafe  your  fenfe  of 
the  need  of  mercy,  excite  your  hope  of  it,  aid 
your  wreftling  for  it,  and  receive  you  with  the 
like  diftinguiihing  marks  of  favour  and  love. 

IV.  In  the  laft  place,  from  the  nature  and 
excellency  ol  the  grace  and  duty  of  faith,  let 
unbelievers  learn  their  guilt,  their  danger,  their 
remedy,  and  their  duty.  Faith  is  a  moft  ex¬ 
cellent  grace  ;  unbelief,  therefore,  which  is  it’s 
diredt  oppolite,  muft  be  a  moft  heinous  fin. 
When  Chrift  promifeth  the  holy  fpirit  to  con- 

(dja\  xxxi.  i  8;  20 -)  (e  Juke.  xv.  17; 
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vince  the  world  of  fin,  he  adds^,  with  peculiar  em-: 
phafis.  Of  fin,  becaufe  they  believe  not  in  me  ;  (f) 
as  though  it  were,  as  indeed  it  is,  the  bafeit, 
the  moll  dangerous  crime.  Of  all  others,  it  is 
a  fin  of  the  higheft  aggravation.  For  while  o- 
ther  fins  Itrike  at  the  law  ot  God,  this  llrikes 
more  immediately  at  the  grace  of  the  golpel : 
It  denieth  all  the  perfedtions  of  God,  elpeciai- 
ly  his  mercy  and  truth  :  It  refufeth  Chrift  the 
honour  of  your  hilvation  :  It  contemneth  his 
threatnings,  difereditethhis  promiies^  rejcdleth 
his  grace,  flightethhis  love,  infulteth  his  paiigs, 
and,  with  infidel  Jews,  cries.  Crucify  him,  cruci¬ 
fy  him.  It  opens  his  clofed  wounds,  and  makes 
them  bleed  afreili !  What  a  difmal  tragedy  is 
adled  over  again,  in  all  our  congregations,  c- 
very  fabbath,  and  every  facrament !  every  un¬ 
believer  coming  with  the  dagger  concealed  in 
his  heart,  to  thruft  into  the' heart  of  the  Lord 
of  glory  !  The  privacy  of  tire  enemiy  renders 
it  the  nfore  dangerous  to  the  foul.  It  lies 
deeply  concealed  in  the  heart  under  many 
rnalks ;  and  is  therefore  the  laft  foe  difeover- 
ed  by  the  convinced  finner.  But  when  diico- 
vered,  how  horrid  does  the  monfter  appear  ! 
It  addeth  malignity  to  all  his  other  crimes:  for 
it  not  only  pierceth  the  Saviour  in  a  peculiar 
ienle ;  but  bindeth  all  his  other  fins  fall  upon 
him,  and  puts  an  aggravation  into  all  the  pains 
due  for  fin.  If  ye  believe  not  that  lam  he,  ycfjall 
die  myciirfns.  (g )  He  that  bclicvcib  not,  f jail  not 
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fee  life  but  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him.  (h) 
j.Ie  that  believctb  not  f; all  be  damned ,  (ij  is 
the  teftimony  of  the  holy  Ghoft  himfelf. 

Awful  condemnation!  The  punifiiment  of 
iyic  and  oidon^  ot  Sodom  and  Gomorrah^ 
Ihall  be  light  compared  with  yours,  O  ye  neg- 
lecters  ol  the  great  falvation,  purchafed  with 
the  blood  of  God  !  If  ye  remain  in  unbelief,  ye 
Ihall  link  down  in  Tophet’s  burning  gulph,Var 
below  the  vileft  Sodomite.  With  the  weight 
of  law-curfcs,  you  Ihall  link  under  the  much 
heavier  weight  of  the  gofpelfanaion,  damna¬ 
tion  FOR  UNBELIEF  !  Fearful  fentcnce  !  Wrath 
aggravated  to  the  higheft  by  rejeaing  the  only 
begotten  fon  of  God,  the  richeft  gift  of  ever- 
lafting  love!  For  if  be  that  defpifed  Mofes  law  died 
%vii:JOut  mercy ,  of  how  much  for erpiDiiftmient,  fuppqfe 
yc,  fiall  be  be  accounted  worthy,  who  bath  trodden 
under  foot  ihc  fon  of  God,  ana  hath  counted  the  blood 
of  the  covenant  wherewith  he  wasfanBfied,  an  un¬ 
holy  thing.^  Dreadful,  inexpreilibly  dreadful 
will  be  the  enquiry  after  blood,  the  flighted 
blood  of  the  Son  of  God  ! 

(  i  JoieH  ;ii.  3^0  0  xvi.  i6*) 


reo.  X.  2o,  29’  Some  have  addncecl  this  text  in 
lupport  of  theiruiiicriptural  clodlrine  of  the  iaints’ falling 
totally  and  finally  from  grace.  Others  have  been  at 
much  plains  to  adapt  it  to  the  cDinmon  fanaification  of 
gracelefs  profcHbrs,  from  which  many  fall  away.  But 
the  ieiiie  of  the  words  wd!l  appear  very  nattiral  and  eafy 
by  a  due  attention  to  the  fcope  of  tlie  apoifle’s  ar^rument 
in  the  context,  and  throughout  the  cpdtle.  Forf  as  the 
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Hear  this,  yeChrift’  dcfplfers,  and  tremble. 
That  blelled  name,  in  which  you  arc  commami- 
ed  to  believe,  proclaims  joy  to  true  believers, 
and  opens  a  blelled  door  of  reliel  to  convinced 
linners ;  but  it  Ipeaketh  terror  to  all  who  con* 
tinue  in  impenitence  and  unbelief.  He  is  the 
Lord  God,  7nercijiil  and  gracious  ;  hut  he  will  by 
no7neans  clear  the  guilty .  Beware  cf  him y  (faith 

his  Father,)  and  obey  his  voice y  for  be  will 
give  sour  traiygreffionSyfor  7ny  name  is  iii  him.  {k ) 
My  juftice  as  well  as  mercy  is  in  him.  Thefe 
always  unite  in  perfeH  harmony.  Mercy  will 
not  pardon  the  finner  to  the  prejudice  or  jutiice; 
and  juftice  neceflarily  exafteth  punifliment  ot 
impenitent  olibnders.  If,  therefore,  ye  would 
be  faved,  ye  muft  yield  obedience  to  tne  goipel 

(k  Exod.  xxiii.  21 .) 


learned  and  judicious  dodors,  Gwen  and  Guy  SE,  ob- 
ferve,  the  blood  of  the  covenant  'inhei  eavith  he  vjas  fandJifi- 
sdy  rather  relates  to  Chrilt,  who  was  coiifecrated  to  bis 
prieitly  olnee  by  his  own  blood,  than  to  him  'loho  counted 
the  blood  of  the  covenant  an  imholy  thing  .*  for  the  fon  of 
God  is  the  immediate  antecedent,  and  the  apoftle^s  de* 


fityn  was  to  aggravate  the  iin  of  apoifateSjfrom  a  coniid- 
eHtion  of  the  worth  and  dignity  of  the  pet  fon  they  flight¬ 
ed  and  abufed.  And  as  the  father  is  faid  to  have  fandi- 
Hed  Chrift,  or  fethim  apart  to  his  mediatoral  office,  and 
Chriilto  have  fandihed  or  dedicated  and  fet  apart  him- 
felf  to  it  by  his  death,  (John  x.  36.  &  xvii.  10.)  fo  he 
was  fandlfiedto  hisprieiliy  office  in  heaven,  by  the  blood 
of  the  new  covenant,  anfwerable  to  the  iandihcation  of 
Aaron  and  his  Tons  to  the  high  priefliiood  ior  the 
fervice  of  the  fanduary,  by  the  blood  of  the  Mo- 
faic  covenant,  Lev.  viii.  30.  And  the  fcheme  of  this  e- 
piffle  for  comparing  Chnft  and  the  high  pried  under  thes 
lav/  naturally  leadeth  us  to  this  Icnle. 
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by  accepting  the  offer  of  falvation  through 

^  His  blood  is  the  only  propitiation  for 

iin,  and  !t  is  a!I-fuflicient  to  lave  the  worft  of 
you:  For  the  blood  of  JefusCbrifi  cleanfeth  us  from 
<1  •'fn.  (/)  And  finners,  without  exception,  are 
commanded  to  believe  in  his  name.  Mercy 
reacheth  down  to  you  in  the  hand  of  a  promife, 
pardon  bought  and  fealed  with  the  blood  of  Je- 

iiisi 


Kifs  then,  O  guilty  fmner  !  kifs  the  fon,  M 
be  be  angry,  and  ye  perfJjfrom  the  way.  {m)  This 
blood  fpeaketh  better  things  than  that  of  Abel.  («) 
Abel’s  blood  cried' for  vengeance  ;  Chrift’s  blood 
Ipeaks  peace  and  good  will  to  rebel  men.  But 
ij  ye  ref  life  him  that  fpeaketh  fi'om  heaven,  prefently 
the  peace  fpeakiiig  voice  of  the  lamb^  will 
change  into  the  rage  of  the  lion  of  the  tribe  of 
Judan^  roaring  tor  his  prey  !  Hafte  then^  bre¬ 
thren^  and  without  delay  flee  to  Chrift  as  your 
only  remge  from  the  ftorm  of  impending  wrath, 
b'lay  tile  Lord  of  his  infinite  mercy  convince 
you  Oi  your  need  of  tn  e  Saviour,  and  by  the  al- 

if,  i  ti-CC  perfuade  your  reludlant 

liearts  to  believe  in  the  name  of  his  fon  Jefus 


tdn-ift. 


Amln, 


ij  l  i.  7  _/  (m  Pja.  ii.  12, d  ('i  Uch.  :di.24.) 
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SERMON  LXIV. 

The  CHRISTIAN  RELIGION 

attejled  by  ibe 

SPIRIT  OF  PROPHECY.^ 

BY 

THEODORE  HINSDALE,  A.  M- 
Pajior  of  a  Congregational  Church  in  Windfor^ 

Connecficiitt. 


Revelation  cf  St.  Johiif  yi\yi.  lo, 

am  thy  fellow  fervant,  and  of  thy  brethreii,  who 
have  the  ty%mo7iy  of  Jefus :  woifhip  God :  for  the 
tejlunony  of  jefics  is  the  fpirit  of  prophecy. 

We  may  not  imagine  that  the  Father  of 
our  fpirits^requires  us  to  receive  the 
Chriftian  religion  without  fufficient  evidence 
of  its  divine  origin ;  nor^  on  the  other  hand^ 
that  it  can  be  rejefted  by  any  perfon,  to  whom 
it  is  thus  offered,  but  at  his  utmoft  peril. 

*  Th  is  fermon  was  preached  at  New  Haven,  Septem¬ 
ber  iij  1792,  by  appointment  of  the  CENEJIAL  ASSOCi* 
AT  ION  of  the  State  of  Connedicut. 
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This  confideration  is  of  the  moft  ferious  im¬ 
portance  ;  and,  at  a  time  like  the  prefent  when 
infidelity  is  ftruggling  for  reputation  and  domi¬ 
nion,  pleads  loudly  with  the  minifters  of  Chrift, 
to  call  the  attention  of  their  hearers  to  the  fol- 

emn  atteftations,  which  authenticate  the  reli¬ 
gion  of  the  bible. 

II  we  take  for  granted  the  luperiative  excel¬ 
lence  of  the  Chriftian  lyftem,  which  recommends 
itielf  to  every  confcience  as  worthy  of  God,  and 
condudve  to  the  perfection  and  felicity  of  men, 
the  chief  external  proofs  of  it’s  divine  original 
refult  from  miracles  and  prophecy. 


The  former  of  thefe  having  been  difcu/Ted 
by  a  reverend  brother,  wlio  has  gone  before  me 

in  this  lecture,,  it  is  propofed,  on  the  prefent 
occafion,  to  attempt  an  iiluftration  of  the  latter. 


We  learn  from  the  mouth  of  a  holy  angel, 
what  a  mighty  ftrefs  is  laid  in  heaven,  and  ought 
to  be  laid  in  earth,  on  fcripture  prophecy,  as 
the  handing teftimony,  which  the  divine  Father 


gives  to  his  holy  Son  Jefus ;  &  of  confequence, 
to  that  religion  which  bears  his  name.  For  it 
is  a  holy  angel  who  declares  in  the  text,  7'he 
iepmony  of  Jefus  is  tbejpirit  of  prophecy;  that  fame 


angel,  no  doubt,  to  whom  Jefus  Chrift  commit¬ 


ted  the  revelations  contained  in  this  book,  to 
fiew  to  his  feroants  things  -which  mujl  fiortly  come  to 
pafs,  and  by  whom  he  fent  to  fgnify  them  to  his 
fervant  John. 
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This  miniftring  fpirit  firft  raifes  in  the  mind 
of  the  apoftle  a  tide  of  grief  and  aftonifliment, 
by  a  vifion  of  the  horrid  Roman  anti-chrift ; 
and  then  an  extaCy  of  joy,  by  a  difplay  of  the 
hallelujahs,  which  Ihould  refound  in  heaven  on 
occalion  of  his  fall  and  ruin.  The  holy  apofile 
fo  far  forgets  himfelf  in  his  rapture,  as  to  oiTer 
him  an  aft  of  religious  adoration.  I  fell  at  bis 
feet  to  worjhip  him.  The  humble  feraph  refuf- 
es  the  offer  with  thefe  words.  See  thou  do  it  not. 
And  the  reafon  follows:  For  I  am  tby  fellow 
fervant,  and  of  thy  brethren,  who  have  the  te  llmom 
of  Jefiis-  -for  the  tejlimony  of  Jefas  is  the  fpirlt  of 
prophecy. 

That  this  declaration  and  teftimony  may  have 
their  full  effect,  it  is  defigned,  as  divine  grace 
Ihall  enable. 


I.  To  make  fome  remarks  on  the  fpirit  ofprch 
pbccy. 

II.  Obferve  the  lingular  propriety  with  which 
it  is  called  tejlimony  ofjefus. 

III.  Exhibit  the  evidence  by  which  it  proves 
to  us  the  divine  authority  of  the  Chriftian  re¬ 
ligion, 

I.  I  am  to  make  fome  remarks  on  the  fpirit 
of  prophecy. 

The  word  prophecy  in  the  text  is  taken  in  it’s 
ftrift  and  molt  proper  fenfe,  for  the  unerring 
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jortfight  and  prediaion  of  future  cv  ents.  In  this 
lenle  it  mull  be  confidered  to  be  the  peculiar 
prerogative  of  the  omnifcient  God,andof  thofe 
who  are  comniiffioned  by  him.  As  fuch  he  is 
pleafed  to  challenge  it,  when  he  fays,  /  am 
God,  and  there  is  none  elfe,  I  am  God  and  there  is 
none  like  me,  declaring  the  end  from  the  beginning, 

and  from  ancient  times  the  things  which  are  not  yet 
done. 


The  prophets  of  God  have  accordingly  with 
one  conlent  utterly  difclaimed  all  ability  in 
themfelves  to  remove  the  vail  from  future 
events,  and  profehed  to  fpeak  in  the  facred 
name  neither  more  norlefs  than  was  imparted 
to  them  by  the  holy  Spirit.  When  Pharaoh 
lays  to  Jofeph,  I  have  heard  of  thee  that  thou  can/i 
widerjiand  a  dream  to  interpret  it ;  It  is  not  in  me, 
he  replies,  it  is  not  in  me:  God  f rail  give  Phara¬ 
oh  an  anfwer.  God  hath  [hewed  to  Pharaoh  what 
he  is  about  to  do.  And  when  on  a  fimilar  occa- 
fion  the  king  ofBabylon  enquires  of  Daniel, 
Art  thou  able  to  make  known  to  me  the  dream  and 
the  interpretation  ?  what  is  his  anfwer  }  The fecret 
-which  the  king  bath  demanded,  the  -wife  men  cannot 
fsew  unto  the  king',  but  there  is  a  God  in  heaven  who 
revealeth  fecrets ,  and  mahethkno~wn  to  the  king  what 
Jhall  be  in  the  latter  day.  But  as  for  me,  this fecret 

is  not  revealed  to  mefor  any  wifdom  -which  I  have 
more  than  any  living. 


Nothing  can  be  more  folemn  than  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  the  divine  prerogative  thus  chal- 
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lenged  by  the  most-high,  and  confeiTed  by  his 
prophets,  is  reprelented  to  St  John  in  his  fe- 
cond  vifion  recorded  in  the  book  of  Revelation. 
He  firft  hears  a  voice,  as  of  a  trumpet,  laying, 
Comeiipbither ^  and  I willfjew  thee  things  which  miijl 
be  hereafter.  Then  he  has  a  vifion  of  God  the 
Creator,  on  a  glorious  throne  furrounded  by 
the  heavenly  holt ;  having  in  his  right  hand  a 
fealed  book,  in  which  were  written  the  divine 
counfels  refpedting  future  events.  He  then 
hears  a  voice  of  a  mighty  angelic  herald,  pro¬ 
claiming  a  challenge  to  the  whole  creation,  fay¬ 
ing,  H'  ho  IS  worthy  to  open  the  book,  and  loofe  the 
feats  thereof  The  reluit  is.  No  one  in  heaven, 
nor  on  earth,  nor  under  the  earth,  is  found  able  to  n- 
pen  the  book,  nor  to  look  therein.  All  fraud  filcnt 
and  aghafl:,  as  confcioufly  infufficient  for  the 
arduous  attempt.  I  wept  fays  the  apofile  ; 
becaufe  jione  were  found  worthy  to  open  and  read  the 
book,  nor  to  look  thereon.  At  length  he  is  con- 
foled  by  one  of  the  elders  who  faith  to  him, 
ecp  not :  Behold,  the  Lion  of  the  tribe  cf  Judah 
bath  prevailed  to  open  the  book,  and  loofe  its  fevcri 
feats.  And  immediately  he  beholds  in  the  midft 
of  the  throne,  a  Lamb  as  he  had  been  Jlain  ;  and  he 
came  and  took  the  book  out  of  the  hand  of  Him  who 
fat  on  the  throne ;  and  proceeds  to  open  the  feals 
one  by  one,  anddifclole  thtir  profound  contents. 


Thus  doth  the  fcripture  afcribe  the  certain 
forefight  and  prediftion  of  future  events  to 
God  only  :  And  do  not  the  common  fenfe  and  ex¬ 
perience  of  mankind  fublcribe  to  tliis  decilion  ^ 
VcL.  IV. 
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Some  future  events,  indeed,  fo  depend  on 
the  known  laws  of  nature,  that  whoever  is  ac¬ 
quainted  with  thofe  laws,  niay  be  as  certain 
that  they  will  exifl;,  as  he  is  that  the  courfe  of 
nature  will  continue  the  fame.  Of  fuch  events, 
however,  the  Spirit  of  prophecy  pretends  not 
to  inloini  us,  nor  of  any  others,  of  which  we 
may  Outaiii  a  latisfacfory  knowledge  by  other 
means.  It  dwells  chiefly  on  fuch  events  as  imme¬ 
diately  depend  on  the  free  aaions  ofGod,  orof 
men,  or  of  both  conjointly.  To  foretel  with  cer¬ 
tainty  ///c/j  events  requires  that  we  be  perfe^ly 
acquainted  with  the  fecret  purpofes  and  dehgns 
of  all  thofe  free  agents,  on  whom  thofe  events  de¬ 
pend.  And  whei  e  is  the  man  on  earth  Wiio  dares 
prolefs  this  knowledge  ?  Or  if  any  could  be  fo  ar¬ 
rogant  as  to  profefs  it,  who  would  believe  him  ? 

i 

Let  the  trial  be  made. — Here  is  a  man  who 
profelFes,  fi-om  his  own  certain  knowledge, 
without  any  information  from  heaven,  to  fore¬ 
tell  future  events.  He  tells  a  venerable  man 
of  an  hundred  years  old,  and  his  conlort  of 
ninety,  who  have  lived  together  from  their 
venith  without  illlie,  that  they  lhallyet  be  fruit¬ 
ful  ;  and  within  one  year  fhall  have  a  fon,  who 
fliall  be  a  father  of  many  nations,  and  of  many 
kings— -that  their  poiterity  fliall  be  numerous  as 
the  liars  of  heaven,  and  fliall  fall  under  oppref- 
fions  for  four  hundred  years  in  a  ftrange  land— 
that  then  God  will  interpofe  in  a  remarkable 
manner,  deliroy  their  opprelTors,  and  bring 
them  from  under  their  hand  with  great  riches ; 
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difpoiTefs  feven  powerful  nations  of  a  fertile 
country,  and  give  it  them  for  a  polfeilion;  and 
that,  two  thoufand  years  after,  one  lliall  be 
born  of  a  branch  of  their  pdfterity,  who  fliall 
be  a  great  bleiling  and  benefa^tor^  not  only  to 
his  brethren,  but  to  all  nations  ot  the  earth. 
Can  the  fmalleft  credit  be  given  to  Inch  a  pre- 
diftion,  in  the  circumftances  fuggefted  ?  All 
men  willaniwerin  the  negative.  Why  ?---Be- 
cauie  all  believe,  that  no  man  can  know  fuch 
events  before  they  come  to  pafs,  but  by  revela¬ 
tion  from  HixM  who  knoweth  all  things.  An4 
tho  angels  are  vaftly  fuperior'to  us  in  nature 
and  knowledge  ;  yet,  to  the  foreliglit  o{fuch  fu¬ 
ture  events  as  depend  on  the  free  volitions  of 
God,  and,  under  Him,  on  other  free  agents, 
they  are  as  incompetent  as  we,  unlcls  they 
were  omnifcient.  For  who  knoweth  the  things 
of  a  man,  but  the  fpirit  of  man,  which  is  in  him  ?  c-- 
ven  fo,  and  much  more,  the  things  of  God  knoiveth  no 
one,  but  the  Spirit  of  God,  But  the  Spirit  reveal- 
dh  all  things,  even  the  deep  things  of  God, 

Doth  any  with  to  remind  us,  that  the  ancient 
heathen  nations  had  their  oracles  and  diviners, 
who  profefsed  to  foretcl  things  to  come;  and 
that  fome  of  their  predictions  were  jurtined  by 
the  event  ?  Our  anfwer  is.  It  is  true,  they  had 
them  ;  but  the  Ipirit  of  prophecy  claims  no  al  ¬ 
liance  with  them.  Divination  is  the  coanter- 
fict  of  prophecy,  even  as  filfe  figns  and  lying 
wonders  are  of  true  miracles.  It  ieerns  to 
have  begun  with  the  defection  of  tlie  fons  of 
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Noah  from  the  true  religion,  and  to  have  kept 
pace  with  it  thro  all  idolatrous  nations,  until 
the  days  of  Chri/c<  It  was  undoubtedly  a  de- 
vice  ot  Satan  to  defeat  the  defign  of  true  pro- 
pnecy,  and  fupport  falfe  worfhip.  It  was  alfo 
employed  by  the  lordly  tyrants  of  the  gentile 
nation,  as  an  engine  of  ftate,  to  procure  a 
bbnd  lubmiffion  from  their  enllaved  fubjecfts 
We  find  diviners  in  Egypt  as  early  as  the  times 
of  Jolepn  ;  tho’none  of  them  was  able  to  inter¬ 
pret  the  dream  ofPliaraoh. 

Balak,  the  king  of  Moab,  attempted  in  vain 
to  employ  divination  againft  Ifrael,  and  expref- 
led  the  high  veneration  in  which  he  held  it, 

''V  Balaam,  I  hnovj  that  he  ivhom  thou 

o-  e^ejl,  isblcjjid,  and  he  -d'homthou  curfeji  is  curfed. 
At  the  lame  time,  it  was  held  in  like  veneration 
among  the  devoted  nations  of  Canaan.  For 

“I"  ‘A  Moles  to  llfacl,  tvhicb  thou 

hearhnrd  unto  obfervm  oj  times,  and 
vnto  aiviners  ;  hut  as  for  thee  the  Lord  thy  God 
fjjiu  i(ut  jk/fered  thee  fo  to  do, 

^  Ful,  as  in  man}'  other  infiances,  fo  particu- 
Jaily  m  this, /iv//  xducb  ivas  highly  cftcn'ned  a- 
nicng  incn,^  is  an  aboniinaiion  to  the  Lord.  That 
holy  onmilcient  Being,  to  whom  all  the  deceit 
ickednefs  of  this  infernal  plot  for  the  ru¬ 
in  Oi  louis  was  naked  and  open,  thus  exprefPeth 
bus  mind  fo  Ids  jieonie.  When  thou  comejt  into 

it  t  A(7/v/  ihv  God  gixiefh  thee,  thou 

had  not  learn  to  do  ificr  fh,  abominations  of  thfe 
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nations.  There  JImU  not  be  found  among  you  any 
that  ufetb  divination^  ar  an  obferver  of  times,  or  an 
enchanter,  or  a  witch,  or  a  charmer,  or  a  confulter 
with  familiar  fpir  its,  or  a  wizard,  or  a  necroman-- 
cer ;  for  all  that  do  thefc  things  are  an  abomination 
unto  the  Lord  thy  God ;  and  becaufe  ofthefe  abomina- 
Hons  the  Lord  thy  God  doth  drive  them  out from  before 
thee — But,  as  for  thee,  the  Lord  thy  God  hath  not 
fuffered  thee  fo  to  do. 

It  is  worthy  of  a  particular  notice^  that  it  is 
in  immediate  connection  with  this^  and  in  per¬ 
fect  contrail  with  the  whole  catalogue  of  impof- 
tors  recited  above^  and  to  prevent  the  fliadow 
of  a  plea  for  confulting  or  hearkening  to  any  of 
them,  that  the  promife  of  Chrift,  the  great  Pro¬ 
phet,  is  introduced,  a  mandate  given  out  to  all 
men  to  hearken  to  him,  and  an  awful  curfe 
denounced  on  him  who  fliall  prefume  to  fpeak 
a  word  in  God’s  name,  which  He  hath  not  com-^ 
manded  him  to  fpeak.  See  Deut,  xvih.  9;  22. 

,  Need  we,  then,  wonder  that  the  better  in¬ 
formed  among  the  heathen  themfelves  explod¬ 
ed  all  pretenlions  to  divination,  as  unworthy  ei¬ 
ther  of  elleem  or  belief?  Cicero,  the  celebrat¬ 
ed  Roman  orator  and  philofopher,  is  an  exam¬ 
ple.  When  in  one  book,  and  under  a  feigned 
character,  he  had  collected  what  could  be  faid 
in  favour  of  divination  ;  in  another  confutes 
it  all,  and  Ihows  plainly  that  he  had  the  whole 
affiriir  in  the  utmoft  contempt.  When  urged 
with  this  plea  in  favour  of  diviners,  that  many  of 
them  often  gave  out  true  predictions^  lie  replies'. 
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}ou  then  compell  me  to  give  my  belief 
o  mere  fables  ?— I  will  grant  there  is  as-tnuch 
^^amulement  m  them  as  you  pleafe  :  But  cer- 
ainly  we  ought  not  to  give  authority  or  faith 
‘to  mere  fiftions.  And  Ipeaking  of  the  divin- 
ers  of  Mars  and  Apollo ;  »Nor  do.  I  think 
theni  worthy  of  any  credit.  Part  of  their  re- 
‘‘Iponfesare  manifeft  fidtions,  and  a  part  are' 
uttei  ed  rafhly  at  adventure.  "Nor  were  they 
‘‘ever  approved,  ( I  fay  not,  by  any  man  of  fa, 
gacity;  but)  by  any  man  of  common  fenfe.^ 

Supported  by  fuch  authorities  both  divine 
and  human,  we  hefitate  not  to  affirm,  that  the 
relponies  given  by  the  heathen  oracles  and  di 
viners  were  no  real  prophecies ;  nor  any  thing 

better  tnan  mere  human  conjecluresand  abom¬ 
inable  delufions.  Nor  could  any  thm-?  have 
maintained  their  reputation  fo  long,  but  the 
grols  ignora:nce  and  luperftition  of  the  people, 
duped  by  the  craft  of  their  deceivers ;  v/ho  ufed 
to  confirucl  their  predidtions  info  artful  a  man¬ 
lier,  as  to  admit  of  an  eafy  'accommodation  to 
the  event,  whatever  it  might  be. 

It  is  accordingly  a  notorious  fadl,  that  as 


At  multi  fffipeveravaticinati.  Nnm  igitur-meco- 
gis  etiam  fabulis  credere  ?  qute  deleftationis  habeant 
quantum  voles.  AneWitatem,  quidem,  nullam  debe- 
bdem  coinmentitiis  rebus  adjungere.  Ncc 
a.  ns  vadbus,  nec  Appollinis  opertis  credenduin  ex- 
uumo;  quorum  jiartim  ficta  aperte,  partim  ciFutiraic- 
uucre,  nuiiquani  ne  mediocri  cn:quarn,nonmodor)rud'’n- 
tiprabsta  iutii.-Cic.  dedivin.  lib.  II.  feft.  ir> 
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foon  at  the  evangelical  light  had  lliined  upon 
the  benighted  heathen,  thefe  birds  of  darknefs 
were  put  to  flight.  The  moll  renowned  hea¬ 
then  temples  were  fliut,  and  their  oracles  fo 
effeftually  lilenced,  that  they  have  not  liiice 
dared  to  open  their  mouths ;  leaving  it,  as  the 
indifputable  prerogative  of  Jehovah,  and  thole 
who  are  commiflioned  by  him,  to  forefee  and 
foretell  future  events. 

On  this  ground  it  is  farther  obferved  ;  When 
any  one,  in  the  name  of  God,  predicts  a  future 
event,  and  it  comes  to  pals,  if  but  in  a  lingle 
inftance,  it  affords  a  ftrong  prefumption  that  he 
fpake  by  divine  infpiration.  The  proof  would 
be  perfe6l,  were  it  not  for  the  poflibility  that 
fome  wicked  impoftor  may  prefume,  in  Gods 
name,  to  give  out  ahold  conjecture,  which,  lor 
the  trial  of  his  people,  God  may  permit  to  be 
luccefsful ;  as  he  permitted  the  magicians’  to 
imitate  fome  of  the  miracles  of  Mofes.  But 
whenever  the  circumflances  of  the  prediction 
and  accomplifliment  are/i/cZ?,  as  to  be  evidently 
above  all  rational  conjecture,  or  lucky  contiii- 
gence,  nothing  certainly  can  be  a  ftronger 
proof  of  a  perfon’s  aCfing  by  divine  commifion, 
and  fpeaking  by  divine  infpiration.  The  fcrip- 
ture  confiders  it  asfuch,  when  it  exprefsiy  af- 
figns  it  as  the  capital  teft  of  difcrimination  be¬ 
tween  a  true  andfalfe  prophet.  For  thus  it  is 
written,  on  the  one  hand.  When  a  prophet 
fpeaketh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  if  the  thing  follow 
not,  nor  come  to  pafs,  that  is  the  thing  which  the 
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Lfird  baih  notfp.okcn ;  hut  the  prophet  hathfpoken 
it  prejumptuoujly .  And  thus  on  the  other  hand 
The  prophet  who  pruphefieth  of  peace,  when  the  word 
oj  the  prophet Jball  come  to  pafs,  then  jhall  it  be 
known  that  the  Lord  hath  truly  fent  him 


_  Now  if  the  accomplifliment  of  a  prophecy, 
in  bnt  a  fingle  inllance,  may  be  fo  decifive  a 
prool  of  divine  infpiration,  what  fhall  we  fay 
when  the  inftances  are  next  to  innumerable  of  e- 
vents  moft  circumftantially  foretold-Siic/j  e- 
vents  as  at  the  time  when  they  were  foretold, 
were,  to  human  view,  the  moft  unlikely  ever 
to  have  come  into  exiftence,  which  yet  were 
paricularly  foretold  in  one  age,  and  moft  ex¬ 
actly  fulfilled  many  ages  after  ?  All  this  is  fo 

true  with  regard  to  a  multitude  of 
Icnpture  prophecies,  that  infidels  themfelves 
have  unwittingly  confelfed  it,  when  they 
have  alledged,  tho  in  diredl  oppofition  to  the 
^I^ai  eft  evidence  of  the  contrary,  that  they  were 
written  after  the  events. 


Indulge  me  but  a  fingle  remark  more. — 

The  teftimony  arifing  from  the  Spirit  of  pro¬ 
phecy  ii  moft  excellently  adapted,  even  beyond 
that  of  miracles  themfelves,  to  confirm  a  writ- 
ten  Jlanding  revelation.  Miracles  were  tlio 
great  proofs  to  thole  who  faw  them  performed ; 
prophecies  are  the  great  proofs  to  thofe  who  fee 
them  fulfilled.  ^Some  of  thefe  latter  were  of 
things  which  fliortly  came  to  pafs.  By  far  the 
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greater  part,  and  thofe  of  greateft  importance, 
were  of  things  not  to  coine  into  event  until 
after  many  days,  or  ages ;  in  the  latter  days, 
or  not  until  the  time  of  the  end.  Accordingly 
Jince  miracles  have  ceafed,  as  well  as  before ,  pro¬ 
phecies  have  been  fulfilling  froni  age  to  age ; 
and  the  more  prophecies  are  fulfilled,  the  more  . 
and  more  confirmations  we  have  of  the  truth  of 
revelation. 

In  this,  my  brethren,  we  are  lingularly  happy 
above  even  the  prophets  themielves ;  fince 
what  to  them  was  only  matter  faith,  is  now 
to  us  a  matter  of  fact  and  of fght.  Bleffed  are 
our  eyes  ^  for  they  fee  the  things  which  many  prophets 
defired  to  fee^  but  could  not  fee  them. 

I 

Thus  far  we  have  confidered  the  Spirit  of 
prophecy  as  the  teftimony  of  God  to  his  ov/n 
word.  W  e  are  now, 

II.  To  obferve  the  Angular  propriety  with 
which  it  is  called  the  teftimony  of  Jef us. 

Were  we  to  underhand  the  phrafe  as  import¬ 
ing  the  teftimony  which  Jefus  givetb,  we  muft 
confefs  in  it  a  ftri6l  propriety.  For  in  all  the 

revelations  which  Jehovah  bath  made  to  men, 

^  \ 

the  Meffiah  has  been,  in  all  ages,  the  great  pro¬ 
phet.  This  Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah— i\\\%  Lamb, 
who  is  in  the  midjl  of  the  living  creatures,  and  of  the 
elders^  and  he  alone,  of  all  in  heaven,  or  in  earth, 
or  under  the  earth,  is  found  worthy  to  take  the  book 
VoL.  IV,  ^  O  " 
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of  prophecy  out  of  the  hand  of  him  who  fitteth  on 
the  throne,  to  open  its  feals,  and  difclofe  the  le- 
crets  therein  written.  And  the  communica¬ 
tions  of  thofe  fecrets  which  he  has  been  pleafed 
to  make,  have  been  juft  what  St  John  calls  that 
which  was  made  to  him. — The  revelations  of  l^pfu^ 
Chrijl,  which  God  gave  unto  him,  tojhew  unto  his 
Servants.  A  part  of  thofe  communications,  both 
before  and  after  his  incarnation,  he  made  im 
mediately  by  himfelf;  and  a  part  by  anyelic 
and  human  prophets  and  apoftles,  who  are  there¬ 
fore and  brethren,  as  havins-  the 
tellmony  of  Jefus.  Thefe  were  his  mouth  and 

fpakeonly  as  the  Spirit  of  Chnf,  which  tval  in 
tbeni^  did  Jignify. 

Were  xye  further  to  confider  the  accompli/hment 
or  prophecy  as  a  part  of  the  teftimony,  this  al- 
,0  belongs  to  Chrilt  as  the  great  minifter  of 
providence,  to  whom  is  given,  of  the  Father 
all  authority  both  in  heaven  and  on  eai'th 

But  the  text  feems  rather  tofpeak  ofthe 
Spirit  of  propnecy  as  the  teftimony  which  Jefus 
receiveth.  Let  us  attend  to  it  in  this  fenfe  as 

rt  rcfpeas  the  times  both  before  and  after  hh 

incarnation.  ^ 

In  all  ages  fince  the  fall,  Chi’ift  is  the  only  - 
Mediator.  At  no  time  could  the  hope  of  falva 
tion  for  finner-s  be  fafely  built  on  any  other 
In  all  times  before  his  incaimation  it  was  there¬ 
fore  neceHary,  that  the  faith  and  expe^ation 
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of  mankind  fhoLild  be  directed  to  his  coniine. 
Accordingly,  until  that  period,  it  was  the  great 
office  and  end  of  the  Spirit  of  prophecy  to  Ipeak 
of  him ;  to  tejlify  before-hand  the  fujfering  of  Chrijt, 
and  the  glory  which  JJjould  follow. 

What  a  tranfport  of  joy  and  wonder  does  it 
minifter  to  the  pious  mind,  to  contemplate  that 
compleat  image  of  the  great  Son  of  righteouf- 
nefs,  which  before  his  riling  had  been  relledted 
on  the  darkned  world  by  the  Spirit  of  prophe¬ 
cy  ! — To  obferve  it  beginning  in  a  lingle  trait  or 
two,  drawn  by  a  lingle  beam  of  light! — Then 
after  the  lapfe  of  ages,  receiving  another,  and 
another,  until  at  length  the  outlines  are  form¬ 
ed  ! — And  thence  forward  more  rapidly  filling 
upwith  one  point  ofrefemblance  after  another, 
as  the  dawn  llione  more  and  more  toward  the 
perfe6t  day — Until  at  laft  the  finifned  portrait 
has  become  a  perfedt  likenefs  of  the  great  o- 
riginal incapable  of  an  application  to  any  o- 
ther  Being  in  the  univerfe  of  God.butto  Rim, 

who  is  A  CHILD  BORN--A  SON  GIVEN,  ON  WHOSE 
SHOU  LDER  IS  THE  GOVERN  MEN  T — WHOSE 

NAME  IS,  Wonderful,  Counsellor,  The 
MIGHTY  God,  The  eveR-Lasting  Father, 
The  Prince  of  Peace  I 

% 

« 

Thus,  my  brethren,  thus  was  the  fpirit  of 
prophecy  the  teftimony  of  Jefus  before  he  came 
in  the  flelli.  And  fince  he  is  come,  the 'punc¬ 
tual  accomplifliment  in  him  of  all  the  prophe¬ 
cies  of  the  MelTiah,  hath  pointed  him  out  to 
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thofe  who  law  him,  to  us,  and  to  all  the  wotld 
J.S  the  VERY  One,  of ‘Whom  Mofes  in  the  law  and 
the  prophets  did  write.  The  Messiah  and  Sa¬ 
viour  OF  THE  WORLD. 


teftimony  among  others,  how  often 
Old  Jefus  appeal  ?  The  Jon  of  man  goeth,  as  it  is 
written  of  him  ?  Search  the  fcriptiires;  for  thefe  are 
they  which  teffy  of  me.  This  day  is  this  fcripture 
pifilled  in  your  ears.  Thefe  are  the  words,  which  I 
fpake  unto  you  ivhile  I  was  yet  with  you,  that  all 
ihmgs  miifl  be  fulfilled,  which  are  written  in  the  law 
Of  Mofes,  and  in  the  prophets,  and  in  the  pfalms 
concerning  me.  And  beginning  at  MIofes  and  all 
the  prophets,  he  expounded  to  them,  in  all  the  fcrip- 
iures,  the  things  concerning  himfelf;  and  faid.  Thus 
it  IS  written,  and  thus  it  behoved  Chrifi  to  fuffer,  and 
to  rife  again  the  third  day. 


To  the  fame  teftimony  did  the  apoftles  ever 
ajipeal  in  all  tiieir  fermons  and  epiftles  ;  and  ef- 
pecially  when  addreffing  the  Jews,  who  ack¬ 
nowledged  the  prophetic  w'ritings. 

And  to  the  fame  teftimony  is  the  appeal  now 
lolernniy  made,  belore  the  prefent  generation, 
and  all  the  world,  for  the  proof  that  Jesus  is 
THE  Christ  ;  and  that  the  religion  which  he 
taught  is  from  heaven. 


lion  fet  men  compare  the 
prophetic  image  with  tlie  great  original ;  let 

njYi 
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oiiipaie  with  candor  and  diliwnre.  and 
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the  proof  is  invincible^-^conviRwii  inevitable— 
fatisfa6tion  compleat.  For  what  is  the  genuine 
hiftory  of  Jefus,  as  delivered  in  the  writings  of 
the  evangelifts  and  apoftles,  but  a  perfeft  com- 
inent  on  the  prophecies  refpefting  the  Meffi- 
ah  ?— 

Here,  with  joy,  we  recognize  the  promifed 
feed  of  the  woman,  the  feed  of  Abraham,  of  Judah 
and  of  David  ;  and  the  great  prophet  like  unto 
Mofes,  who  fliould  fpeak  all  the  words  of  Jeho¬ 
vah  / — The  priefl  after  the  order  of  Melchifedek, 
who  was  to  make  his foul  an  ojfering  for  fin  : — The 
anointed  of  the  Lord,  on  whom  his  fpirit  refts, 
that  he  may  preach  to  the  meek,  releafe  the  prifon- 
er,  and  bind  up  the  broken-'hearted. 

Here  we  admire  the  child  to  be  born  of  a.  vir-^ 
g'n-in  the  town  of  Bethlehem- -to  be  called  Im¬ 
manuel;  who  was  to  grow  up  before  the  Lord 
as  a  tender  plant,  as  a  root  out  of  a  dry  ground. 
With  fuprize  we  find  him  coming  precifely  at 
the  time  when  the  feeptre  was  departing  from 
Judah— before  the  latter  temple  was  de- 
flroyed,  and  juft  at  the  end  of  the  feventy  weeks 
of  Daniel.  We  confels  in  him  the  perfe6l 
plenitude  of  grace  and  wifdom,  as  anointed 
with  the  oil  of  gladnefs  above  his  fellows — full  of 
the  Spirit  of  wifdom,  of  counf el,  of  might,  and  the 
fear  of  the  Lord,  who  Ihould  not  Jlrive  nor  cry,  nor 
caufehis  voice  to  be  heard  in  the  ftreets.  We  con- 
fefs  in  him  the  peculiar  works  affigned  by  the 
fpirit  of  prophecy  to  the  Mefliah,  by  whom  the 
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of  fhf  ‘he  ears 

ot  the  aeaf  unftopped,  the  lame  man  to  leap  as 

an  hart,  and  the  tongue  of  the  dumb  to  fing. 

But  we  farther  behold  in  Jefus,  what  was  too 
range  to  be  believed  before  he  came;  what  few 
or  none -ever  believed,  tho'  it  had  been  abun¬ 
dantly  foretold,  until  by  the  event  it  was  ex¬ 
plained  and  fealed-We  behold  him  defpifed  and 
rejeaed  of  men,  a  mm  offorroiv,  and  acquainted 
ivithgnef.  He  IS  fold  for  thirty  pieces  of  fil- 
ver— The  fliepherd  is  fmitten,  and  the  Iheep 
are  Icattcred—Tho’  he  had  done  no  violence 
he  was  taken  as  a  prifoner  to  judgment—When 
opprelled  and  afflifted,  he  opened  not  his 
mouth- 1  hey  pierce  his  hands  &  his  feet-They 
ppe  upon  him  with  their  mouth,  and  wag  their 
he«*-He  looketh  for  feme  to  take  pit?,  and 
tHeie  xs  none;  for  comforters,  and  he  findeth 
none  In  his  tnirfi:  they  gave  him  vinegar  and 
gail  to  drink— fie  cries  out  in  his  agony.  My 
(jod,  my  God,  why  hajl  thou  forfaken  me  !  He  was 

numbered  with  the  franfgreJfors-Be  made  his  foul 
an  ollenng-He  was  cut  off  from  the  land  of  the 
living- 1  hey  parted  his  garments,  and  call  lots  for 
w/feir.— Neverthelefs,  becaufe  he  had  done 
no  violence,  neither  was  deceit  found  in  his  mouth, 
he  maketh  his  grave  with  the  rich  in  his  death 
But  God  leaveth  not  hfh  holy  One  among  the 
dead— He  lays  to  him.  Sit  itmi  on  my  right  band, 
until  I  make  thine  enemies  thy  foot-Jlool  ‘  And  be¬ 
hold, ..one  like  the  Son  of  man,  coincth  in  the  clouds 
of  Leaven,  and  cowAb  to  the  Ancient  of  days,  and 
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ibey  bring  bifii  near  before  him\  and  there  is  given 
him  dominion^  and  glory  ^  and  a  kingdom;  that  alt 
people,  nations  and  languages  fjould  ferve  him. 
His  dominion  is  an  everlajimg  dominion,  and  his 
kingdoTu  that  which Jljall  never  be  deftroyed. 

Such  abundant  proof  refults  from  the  Spirit 
in  the  ancient  prophets,  that  Jefus  is  the  Cbnd. 
But  no  notice  hath  yet  been  taken  of  the  ac- 
complifliment  of  own  predictions.  So  capital 
a  branch  of  the  argument  muft  not  be  forgot¬ 
ten,  tho’  to  do  it  jultice  would  require  a  vol¬ 
ume. 

The  Meffiah  was  to  be  a  great  prophet.  Je¬ 
fus  not  only  was  the  fubjeft  of  prophecy,  but ' 
was  himfelf  an  illuftrious  prophet.  The  pro¬ 
vidence  of  God  hath  attefted,  and  Itill  attefts 
him  ^^Juch,  by  a  punftual  accompliihmcnt  of  all 
his  predictions. 

How  often  did  Jefus  foretell  his  own  death, 
with  the  manner  and  circumftances  ofit,  juft  as 
they  afterward  happened,  and  are  related  by 
thofe  who  were  witneftes  of  the  whole  tranfac- 
tion  ?— That  he  lliould  be  delivered  to  tiie  chief 
.  priefts,  and  to  the  feribes;  that  they  fliould  con¬ 
demn  him  to  death,  and  deliver  him  to  the  Gen¬ 
tiles;— that  they  fliould  mock  and  fcourge,  and 
fpit  upon,  and  crucify  him.—that  heihould  be 
betrayed  by  Judas  ifeariot,  one  of  the  twelve; 
that  the  reft  fliould  be  offended  that  very  night 
becaufc  of  him  ;  ami,  notwithftanding  tlicir  pro- 
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teftations  to  the  contrary,  fliould  forfake  hin? 
and  dee  And,  particularly,  that  Peter,  who 
was  more  confident  than  the  reft,  before 
the  cock  crew  twice,  fliould  deny  him  thrice. 

Wonderful  it  is,  that  he  uttered  thefe  pre¬ 
dictions  to  the  very  perfons  who  were  tp  fulfil 
them,  and  with  folemn  and  repeated  admoni¬ 
tions  to  avoid  the  very  crimes  which  he  fore¬ 
told  they  would  commit.  To  Judas  himfelf 
he  beforehand  denounced  the  doom,  which 
fliould  follow  his  treafon ;  and,  to  the  reft  re¬ 
peated  the  admonitions.  Watch  and  pray,  that 
enter  not  into  temptation.  Had  he  not  feen  that 
-  in  them,  which  none  but  God  could  fureiy 
he  would  either  not  have  given  out  fuch  pre¬ 
dictions,  or  not  have  urged  his  difciples  with 
fuch  inducements  to  defeat  them.— 

Jefus  foretold  alfo  his  own  refurreCtion,  and 
that  he  would  appear  to  his  difciples  in  Galilee. 
Here  is  an  inftanee  which  liath  no  parallel. 
What  impoftor  would  have  dared  to  venture 
on  fuch  a  prediction  }  Had  Jefus  been  an  im- 
poitor,  the  event  would  have  detected  him,  and 
blafted  all  his  defigns.  For  however  common 
it  is  for  men  once  to  die,  a  refurreCtion  from 
the  dead  is  confeftedly  the  work  of  none  but 
God  ;  and  fuch  a  work  as,  from  his  known 
truth  and  goodnefs,  we  have  the  utmoft  aflur- 
ance  he  would  never  perform,  to  fanCtion  a 
deceiver.  But  Jefus,  knowing  who  he  was, 
and  whence  he  came,  confidently  gave  out 
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his  prediffion,  and  relied  the  whole  proof  ol 
his  pretenfions  on  the  event.  And  evident 
it  is,  that  his  adverfaries  joined  illiie  with  liiin 
on  this  lingle  point.  For  the  morning  after 
his  crucifixion,  they  come  to  Pilate,  laying 
Sir  ;  'we  remember  that  that  deceiver  faid  vubile  he  was 
yet  alive,  after  three  days  I  will  rife  again ;  com¬ 
mand  therefore  that  the  fepulchre  be  made  Jure  until 
the  third  day^  left  bis  difciples  come  by  night,  and  ftcal 
him  away ;  andfo  the  lajl  error Jldall  be  worfe  than 
thejirjl.  Can  any  mortal  conceive  it  pofiible 
for  Deity  himfelf  to  have  given  a  more  mani- 
ieft  decifion  in  favour  of  Jelus;,  or  a  more  de- 
monftrative  proof  of  all  his  pretenfions^  than 
he  then  gave,  when,  in  exa<f‘l  agreement  with 
his  prediction,  on  the  third  day  he  loofed  the 
hands  of  death,  and  brought  again  from  the  dead  our 
Lord  Jefiis  Chrift,  and  prefentcd  him  alive  after  his 
pqlfion,  by  many  ufalUble proof s,  to  be  feen  by  his 
difciples  for  forty  days,  and  to  fpeak  to  them  the 
things  concerning  the  kmgdom  of  heaven 

^  Jefus  foretold  to  his  apoftles,  that  the  holy 
Ghoft  lliould  come  upon  them,  and  that  they 
fliould  receive  power  from  on  high  to  ipeak  with 
new  tongues,  and  work  mirades.  How  won- 
dei  fully  did  this  prediction  begin  to  be  accom- 
rplifhed  on  the  feaft  of  Pentecoft,  when  they 
^eie  filled  with  the  holy  Ghoft,  and  began  to 
Ipeak  with  other  tongues,  and  immediately  af¬ 
ter  to  perform  fuch  mighty  works  as  thpir 
Lord  had  don^  before  them  ? 


He  foretold  the 


penecutions  and  fidfbrino*^ 
P 


I 
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his  apoftles  fliould  undergo,  and  particularly 
the  manner  of  that  death  by  which  Peter,  in 
his  Old  age,  ihould  glorify  God  ;  and  that  John 
fliould  furvive  the  deftruclion  of  Jerufalem. 

He  alio  foretold  that  his  apoftles  fliould  be 
his  witnefses,  not  only  in  Judea,  but  to  the  ut- 
termoft  parts  of  the  earth  :  That  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  fliould  be  taken  from  the  Jews,  and 
given  to  the  Gentiles,  who  fliould  bring  forth 
its  fruits:  That  the  number  of  his  difciples 
fliould  wonderfully  increale  from  the  fmallell 
beginnings,  as  the  feed  groweth  up  to  a  large 
tree  ;  and  as  a  little  leaven  leaveneth  the  whole 
lump :  And  that  his  church  fhould  be  fo  found¬ 
ed  on  a  rock,  that  againft  it  the  gates  of  hell 
lliould  not  prevail. 

It  is  well  known  how  exactly  thefe  prophe¬ 
cies  have  been  accomplifhed ;  the  molt  of  the 
things  predifted  in  them,,  ivben  predicted,  were 
contrary  to  all  human  probab  lity  ;  impoflible 
to  be  forefeen  by  human  fagacity,  or  elfedled 
by  human  power.  Efpecially  that  which  re¬ 
lates  to  the  wonderful  progrefs  of  the  gofpel 
and  church  of  Chrift,  from  the  fmallell  begin¬ 
nings,  by  the  wcakell  inftrunients,  and  notwith- 
Itanding  all  oppofition.  What  events  can  be 
imagined  more  improbable,  or  with  men 
more  'mpoflible,  than  that  twelve  peafants,  del- 
titute  of  all  worldly  advantages,  without  pow¬ 
er,  without  riclies,  interell,  policy,  learning 
or  eloquence,  Ihould  propagate,  and  give  pre¬ 
valence  to,  a  religion  which  difclaims  allfecular 
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motives,  and  that  in  oppofition  to  the  ftrongeft 
prejudices,  and  reigning  powers  of  Jews  and 
Gentiles?  yet  fuch  was  the  prediction  ofJefus; 
and  fuch  the  marvellous  event ! 

I  cannot  difmifs  this  part  of  our  fubjeCt,  but 
with-an  earneft  requell  to  every  hearer  to  ob- 
ferve  the  exaCl  correfpondence  between  our 
Lord’s  prediction  of  the  deftruCtion  of  Jerufa- 
lem,  and  that  remarkable  hiftory,  which  fo  mi¬ 
nutely  records  the  events  in  which  that  predic¬ 
tion  was  accompliflied.  How  minutely  partic¬ 
ular  is  the  prediction  ?  It  notes  the  figns  which 
were  to  precede,  the  circumltances  which  lliould 
attend  and  follow,  that  horrible  devaltation,  and 
limits  the  time  within  which  it  lliould  be  made. 
What  Angle  circuniltance  of  that  prediction, 
minute  as  it  is,  may  not  be  read  in  the  hiftory 
which  relates  that  memorable  event.  We  are 
at  a  lofs  which  molt  to  admire,  the  omnifcience  of 
the  Saviour,  or  the  providence  of  God  in  so 
exaaiy  verifying  his  prediaion.  The  inter- 
potliion  of  providence  is  not  lefs  confpicuous  in 
its  care  to  preferve  the  evidence  of  the  events, 
than  in  bringing  to  pafs  the  events  themfelves. 
For  the  principal  author,  who  has  recorded 
thofe  events,  was  a  Jew,  a  prielt,  and  an  eye,.- 
witnefs,  being  prefent,  and  ading  an  impor¬ 
tant  part  in  the  feene  which  he  deferibes  ;  con- 
yerfant  alike  with  both  Jews  and  Romans;  and, 
in  point  of  literature  and  information  as  well 
as  integrity,  the  beft  furnillied,  perhaps,  of  a- 
ny  man  of  that  age  to  give  the  account.-- 
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In  a  word,  as  VefpafiaB  and  Titus,  were  raif. 
ed  up  and  preierved  to  acGonipluh  ©ur  Saviour  s 
prediction;  fo  was  Jofephus  to  exhibit  to  the 
world  the  evidence  of  that  aceomplifhment. 
He  was  feveral  times  refcued  from  imminent 
dcftruCtiori.  His  hiftory ,  having  been  examin’* 
edandapprorvxdby  Vefpafian  a«d  Titus,  and  o- 
ther  principal  aCtors  on  both  fides,  was  pub- 
lillied,  and  has  been  tranfmitted  to  u1^  intire.- 
And  tho'  it  is  certain  the  author  de%ned  no¬ 
thing  lefs^  yet  i{  he  had  defigned  nothing. 
his  hiftory  could  not  have  been  a  better  com¬ 
ment  on  the  prediftion  of  Jefus,^  conGerning 
the  deftruclion  of  Jerufalem.  But  had  hiftory 
been  fiient,  the  ruins  of  the  city  and  temple, 
the  defolation  of  Judea,  and  the  difperfionof 
the  J ews,  which  are  ftill  to  be  feen,  would  have 
tefiified  to  all  men,  as  they  now  do,  the  fignal 
accbmpliihment  of  that  prediClion. 


Yv  hat  the  defign  of  Jefiis  was  in  all  his  prophe* 
ties  we  learn  from  his  own  words— I  tell  you 
before  it  corne^  that  when  it  is  come  to  pafs,  ye  may 
believe  that  I  am  he.  Divine  providence,  in  their 
completion,  hath  alfo  a  tongue,  and  a  voice, 
which  fjieaketh  plainly.  It  is  the  voice  of  wif- 
dom,  which  flie  putteth  forth  in  the  chief  place 
of  the  concoiirfe  ;  Unto  you,  O  men,  I  call,  and  my 
voice  is  to  the  fans  of  men,  Tho’  it  be  ^  ftill,  fmall 
voice,  aiKl  lor  that  reafon  little  regarded  by  ma- 
ny  ;  yet  it  is  majeftic  and  folemn  as  the  rolling 
of  the  fpheres,  or  as  that  which  breaheth  the 
cedars  (f  Lelravon,  What  doth  itfpeak  ?  am 
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Ti  7 

J  ehovah  :  I  have  confirmed  the  words  of  my 
^‘meU’enger,  that  ye  may  know  that  I  have 
*‘fent  Him. ’’“The  very  fame  which  came  from 
the  excellent  glory  ;  This  is  my  helmed  Son,  in 
■whom  I  am  well  pie  afed ,  hear  ye  him. 

In  view  and  review  of  all  thofe  things,  mult 
not  all  men  fee  and  confefs  the  fingular  pro¬ 
priety  with  which  the  angelic  witnefspronoun- 
ces.  The  tejlmony  of  Jefus  is  the  Spirit  of  prophe¬ 
cy  Who  can  forbear  to  exclaim  with  St  Tho- 
nias,  when  he  had  feen  in  his  mailer’s  hands 
the  prints  of  the  nails,  and  was  bidden  to  thrufl; 
his  hand  into'  his  fide.  My  Lord  and  my 
God  •?-- 
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Revelation  of  Si.  John,  xix.  i  o. 

r-I  dfn  tby  fellow  fervant,  and  of  tby  brethren,  wbo 
have  the  tejlimony  of  Jefus:  worjhip  God:  for  the 
tejlimony  of  Jefus  ts  ihefpirit  of  prophecy. 

Having  made  fome  remarks  on  the  fpirit  of 
prophecy,  and  obferved  the  Angular  pro¬ 
priety  with  which  it  is  called  the  Testimony 
OF  Jesus  ;  it  remains, 

• 

III.  That  I  more  fully  exhibit  the  evidence,  by 
which  the  Spirit  of  prophecy  proves  to  us  the 
divine  authority  of  the  Chriftian  religion. 

In  a  remark  already  made,  it  has  in  elFe6l 
been  proved,  that  whenever  God,  in  the  events 
of  his  providence,  fulfilletli  a  prophecy,  which 
has  been  given  out  in  his  name,  it  is  meant,  on 
his  part,  and  therefore  to  be  received  by  us,  as 
his  teftimony  that  the  pcrfon  who  fpake  or 
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wrote  the  prediiSlion,  is  commiflloned  by  him 
as  his  iprophtet  j ,,  •  The  tellii>i®ny  itheriofqre  ex- 
tendeth  to  all  things  fpoken  or  written  by  that 
perfon  in  the  name  of  .(jod;  It  is  of  the  na¬ 
ture  of  a  roy,al  feaL  which  ftanips  the  .  commif- 
fion  of  an  embkiadbr ;  and  hath  the  foVce  of  a 
command  to  all  men, to  give  full  evidence  to 
all  communications,  which  that  perfon  hath 
made!',  or.ihall.malce„,;iu  thp  nam^  of.hiS  'Ppyal 
mafter.  And  this,  in  fa^l,  is  the  ftyle  of  God’s 
commiffion  to  liis  prophet.:'  J  wHl  'put  mf^dpds 
in  his  niouth,  and  he  fiall  fp&ah  all  that  I  command 
him ;  and  whofoerver  Jhdll  7tot  hearken  unto  my  word, 
which  he  JImU  [peak,  I  will  require  it  rf  him.-- 
Therefore,  when  we  iind  in  thofe  facred  books, 
which  have  come  to  us  in  Gods  name,  andpro- 
iefs  to  reveal  to  us  liis  whole  mind,  innunxerable 
prophecies  of  things  to  come,;  and  that,a,gr:eat 
number  of  thele.hath  been,  in  agespaft,  exadl- 
ly  fulfilled,  and  others  are  at  the  prefent  day 
fulfilling  betore  our  eyes,  it  certainlv  behoves 
US  to  <"onfider  thefe  aecomplifliments  )as  fo 
many  divine  teftimonies;  that  thofe  writings 
are,  what  they  claim  to  be,  his  own  ora’cles; 
and  that  the  religion,  which  they  teach,  is  from: 

HEAVEN.  . 


How  mighty  a  confirmation,  then,  have  the 
ancient  prophetic  writings  received  from  the 
exact  accompli!hmen(  of  inch  a  multitude  of 
predictions  in  Jelus  Ciirift  In  a  review  of 
what  was  laid  relative  to  this  point  under  the 
preceding  iiead  of  dUcourle,  with  what  grow- 


H  I  N  S  D  A  L  E. 


121 


ing  alTurance  may  we  fay,  in  the  words  of 
St.  Peter>  have  the  word  of  prophecy  more 
Jure. 

And  while,  with  fuch  irrefiftible  force  of  e- 
Vidence,  the  fpirit  of  prophecy  hath  proved  Je- 
fus  to  be  the  Melliah,  by  the  accomplifhment, 
both  of  all  thofe  ancient  prophecies  and  his  own, 
it  juft  as  forcibly  confirms  v.'hatfoever  lie 
taught  in  the  days  of  his  flelh,  and  therefore  all 
the  leading  principles  of  that  religion  which 
bears  his  name,  and  refts  on  him  as  its  foun¬ 
dation. 

I 

From  Jefus  thus  fealed  by  the  holy  Father  as 
the  great  prophet,  the  faithful  and  true 
WITNESS,  arifes  a  new  and  additional  confir¬ 
mation  of  the  books  of  both  teftainents :  Ot  the 
former,  by  his  repeated  appeals  to  them  as  the 
oracles  of  God ;  and  of  the  latter,  from  his  ex- 
prefs  appointment  of  his  apoftles  to  be  his  wit- 
neflcs  to  the  world,  and  his  promife  to  them, 
for  that  purpofe,  of  the  unerring  guidance  of 
his  Spirit. 

Here  let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  apoftles 
and  evangelifts,  who  were  employed  to  v.'rite 
the  books  of  the  new  teftament,  belide  their 
other  fupernatural  powers,  were  moft,  if 
not  all  of  them,  endued  with  the  gift  of  pro¬ 
phecy  ;  and  particularly,  four  of  them,  viz 
St. Paul,  John,  Peter,  and  Jude,  who  Wrote  all 
the  books  of  the  new  teftament,  exccn* 
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five,  have  left  on  record  prophecies  of  their 
own,  which  have  received,  or  are  now  receiv¬ 
ing,  their  accomplilhment.  Thus  thefe  facred 
writers,  and  the  books  which  bear  their  names, 
in  addition  to  all  the  other  proofs  of  their  di¬ 
vine  authority,  are  fealed  by  the  teftimony  of 
Jefus.-- 

In  the  mean  time,  each  teftament  has  re¬ 
ceived  a  continual  and  growing  confirmation, 
from  the  accornplifhment  of  a  vaft  multitue  of 
prophecies  refpefting  other  things  in  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  church  and  of  the  world. 

Here  opens  an  unbounded  field,  on  which 
at  prefent  want  of  time  forbids  to  enter. 
Permit  me,  my  brethren,  only  to  remind 
you  of  a  prophetic  fcene  opened  in  each  tefta¬ 
ment  ;  the  one,  two  thoiifand  five  hundred 
years  ago  by  Daniel  in  the  dream  of  the 
king  of  Babylon,  and  repeated  in  the  vifion  of 
the  beafts ;  the  other,  one  thoufand  feven  hun¬ 
dred  years  ago  by  St.  John  in  his  Revelation. 
Each  in  a  different  manner,  but  both  in  per- 
feft  agreement,  exhibit  not  a  fingle  event--not 
tne  events  of  an  age--but  an  orderly  and  accu¬ 
rate  epitome  of  the  hiftory  of  the  church  and 
world,  from  its  own  time  to  the  prefent,  and 
from  the  prefent  to  the  confummation  of  all 
things.  Let  thefe  prophetic  fcenes  be  examined 
by  all  the  light  of  divine  and  human  hiftory.  The 
more  you  will  examine  and  compare,  the  more 
you  will  believe  and  wonder, 
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The  paft  ages  of  thefe  prophecies  are  not 
buried  in  darknefs,  like  thofe  which  went  be¬ 
fore  them.  ‘^^Their  events  are  the  fubjeft/’  as 
one^well  obferves,‘^'^of  the  nioft  celebrated  pens, 
^‘both  of  former  and  latter  ages.  Thefe  hif- 
^*^tories  are  the  bell  written  and  the  moll  read 
‘^of  any.  They  are  the  lludy  of  the  learned, 
^‘^and  the  amufement  of  the  polite.  We  learn 
^Themwhen  young,  and  forget  them  not  when 
^‘^w’e  are  old,  while  very  little  is  known  of  other 
^^times  and  nations.’" 

We  cannot  lay  too  much  ftrefs  on  the  aro-u- 

*'  o 

ment  from  the  accomplifliment  of  prophecy.— 
It  is  impoffible  we  fliould  be  mifled  by  it,  unlefs 
we  will  put  cut  our  own  eyes.  Prophecy  is 
like  the  rod  of  Mofes :  It  works  wonders  to 
prove  and  eftablifli  the  true  religion  ;  but  de¬ 
vours  all  impoftors  which  come  in  its  way.  In 
the  hand  of  a  true  prophet  it  is  the  rod  of  God, 
which  fmiteth  the  rock,  and  bringeth  forth 
the  waters  of  life.  But  a  pretence  to  it  in 
the  hand  of  an  impoftor  (and  a  pretence  is  all  an 
impoftor  can  have)  is  a  fword;  and  he  who 
taketb  the  fword,  Jball  perijh  with  the  /word. 

We  have  obferved  the  fate  of  the  pretenders 
to  prophecy  among  the  ancient  heathen. - 
How  they  melted  away  at  the  prefence  of  the 
fun  of  righteoufnefs,  the  great  prophet.  Since 
that  day  no  prudent  impoftor  has  dared  to  take 
up  thisjword.  Among  nations  wholly  unen- 
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lightened  and  favage,  feme  may,  perhaps,  be 
found,  who  pretend  to  prophecy.  Among 
Liinitian  nations  a  few  wild  fanatics  have  given 
out  predictions ;  but  the  event  hath  uniformly 
blown  them  up,  and  expofed  their  delulions, 
i>ut  which  of  the  more  crafty  and  projedling 
1  uipoitors  has  dared  to  rilk  his  reputation,  and 
his  caule,  on  the  event  of  a  prediction 
home  t  i  ndeed  called  himfelf  a  prophet ;  but  we 
do  not  find  that  he  ventured  on  prophecy. 
1  iic  roman  pontiifs,  Ihro’alongfucceliion  of  a- 
ges,  have  been  grafping  at  every  advantage, 
Wiiich  the  nioit  pioiound  policy  could  fuggeft, 
to  give  ciedit,  prevalence  and  permanence 
to  their  corruptions.  But  when  have  they 
p:  etended  to  the  fpirit  of  prophecy  ?  They 
la  ve  long  pretended  to  miracles,  and  made 
the  power  of  working  them  one  mark  of  their 
Ctiurch.  Mahomet  pretended  to  have  wrought 
fevera].  It  is  comparatively  eafy  to  obtain 
€1  edit  to  fuch  pretences.  But  whatreafan  can 
be  given  that  they  have  not  claimed  the  gift  of 
prophecy  ?  Is  it  not  this,  and  only  this  ?  they 
could  net  find  how  they  could  get  any  advan¬ 
tage  by  it,  and  they  durft  not  run  the  rifk  of 
that  detection  and  deftrudeion,  which  muft  have 
been  the  certain  confequence  of  events  not  an-  . 
fwenng  their  predidlions. 

I  tlierefore  repeat  it,  there  is  no  danger  of 
being  inifled  by  our  argument,  by  daylight, 
and  with  our  eyes  open.  Mere  -  pretences  to 
prophecy  can  never  obtain  credit  but  in  the 
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dark.— The  true  fpirit  of  prophecy  loves  the 
light.  The  more  you  will  put  it  to  the  teft  by 
the  light,  the  more  you  will  admire  and  adore 
him,  who  revealeth  the  deep  and  fecret  things;  and 
the  more  readily  believe  in  your  heart,  and 
confefs  with  your  mouth,  that  the  prophecy  came 
not  of  old  time  by  the  will  of  man ;  but  holy  men 
fpake  as  they  were  moved  by  the  holy  Ghojl. 

\ 

But  wliy  fo  confident  ?~Some  cannot  bear 
the  light.  It  flares  them  too  flrongly  in  the 
face.  They  turn  their  backs,  and  complain, 
“The  correfpondence  between  the  predidtions 
and  events  is  fo  perfect,  that  the  predidions 
mufl  have  been  forged,  and  written  after  the 
events.” 

To  fuch  diftrefs  is  infidelity  reduced.  Here 
is  the  lafl  refuge  of  a  defperate  caufe.~For  in 
this  very  plea  there  is  a  confeliion,  which,  if 
the  plea  fail,  mufl  confound  the  caufe  forever. 

May  we  be  permitted  to  a(k  thefe  objedtors, 
Where  .?  when  by  whom  were  thofe  predic¬ 
tions  forged.?  Ye  cannot,  ye  pretend  not  to 
tell.  Why  then  is  it  alledged  ?  Becaufe  it 
feemeth  to  you  incredible,  that  events  fliould 
be  fo  accurately  defcribed  before  they  exifl. 
Is  it  then  incredible  that  divine  omnifcience 
Ihould  dcfcribe  events  to  come  as  perTe6tly,  as 
human  hiftory  can  events  whichZ)a»c  come  to  pafs .? 
Ye  mufl  recede  from  the  objeftion,  or  believe 
nothing  but  what  ye  fee  with  your  own  eyes 
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For  the  books  which  contain  thefe  prophecies 

.are  now  hr  the  hands  of  millions  in  two  quart¬ 
ers  of  the  globe.  All  of  them  have  been  read 
in  public  weekly  aiTemblies  for  feventeen  hun¬ 
dred,  and  molt  of  them  for  more  than  two 
thoufand  years.  They  have  been  tranflated  in¬ 
to  many  languages,  and  difperfed  into  many 
countries.  They  have  been  quoted  and  com¬ 
mented  upon  by  writers  ancient  and  modern ; 
by  Jewifh,  Chriftian  and  infidel  authors,  whofe 
books,  or  facraments  have  'come  down  to  our 
times.  Yet  will  ye  pretend  they  have  been 
forged  and  impofed  upon  the  world  by  a  fraud  ! 


Thoie  who  have  written  againft  revelation 
alFe6t  the  honour  of  knowing  more,  and  feeing 
farther,  than  others.  But  doth  it  not  betray 
an  ignorance  altogether  unworthy  of  a  liberal 
mind,  and  a  free  inquiry,  to  ailert  things  with¬ 
out  the  fliadow  of  a  jiroof  ?  Doth  it  not  be- 
fpeak  fomcMiing  even  worfe  than  ignorance,  to 
aliert  and  adhere  to  adertions,  whi.eh  are  con¬ 


fronted  by  the  united  voice  of  all  ancient  hift- 
ciy  lacred  and  profane  ? 


But  fince  you  have  fo  little  faith  in  ancient 
hiftory,  what  if  the  appeal  be  made  to  yourfen- 
fes  ?— To  the  prefent  condition  ol  the  world, 
and  to  monuments  and  events  fo  recent  as  to 
preclude  a  pollibility  that  the  prophecies,  which 
are  filfillcd  in  them,  fliould  have  been  written 
after  the  events  ?  The  appeal  hath  been  made 
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in  the  face  of  the  world,  and  by  an  abje  pen'*^ 
your  objectioii  has  been  fairly  taken  up  by  the 
roots ;  and  the  caufe  of  infidelity  left  without  a 
ciodk  to  cover  its  Vve«.knels. 

Be  pleafed  to  open  your  eyes,  and  obferve 
how  exaetly  the  late  and  prelent  condition  of 
the  deicendants  of  Noah  anfwers  thei’r  deftiny 
pronounced  by  him.  Behold  the  fons  of  Ja- 
phet  enlarged,  and  ruling  in  Europe  and  Ameri¬ 
ca  ;  and,  ever  fince  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles, 
dwelUngin  the  tents  of  Sbem;  while  the  curfe  of 
llavery  to  this  day  refts  on  the  pojlerity  of  Ham. 

Take  notice  of  the  wandering  Arabians— See 

how  the  deftiny  of  the  fons  of  Ilhmael,  fore-* 
told  by  an  angel,  is  anfwered  in  them. 
Have  they  not  been  mnltipUed  exceedingly,  and  be¬ 
come  a  great  nation?  Is  not  their againfi 
every  man,  and  every  mans  hand  againft.  them? 
And  yet,  to  the  juft  aftonifliment  of  all  the  world, 
after  all  the  mighty  attempts  which  have  been 
made  tocrulhthem  as  common  enemies  of  man¬ 
kind,  do  they  not  ftill  dwell  as  a  free  people  in 
the  prefence  of  all  their  brethren  ? 

Of  Amalek  it  was  faid  by  Mofes,  His  remem¬ 
brance  fhall  utterly  be  put  out  from  under  heaven ; 
and  of  the  houfe  of  Efau,  by  another  prophet, 
that  it  fliould  be  cut  off  forever.  And  where  do 
you  find  on  earth  a  Angle  defcendant  of  either 
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of  thofe  flocks,  though  once  fuch  great  nations  r 

yon  fee  the  fons  of  Jacob  exilling  at  the 
prefentday,  precifely  in  that  condition  which  by 
all  the  prophets,  was  predifted  of  them.  Be¬ 
hold  !  how  they  are  puniflied  for  rejedling  their 
great  prophet-- among  the  heathen,  among 
all  nations,  from  one  end  of  the  earth  to  the  otheA 
oppreffed  andfpoiled  evermore— maAt  a  proverb,  and 
a  by^wo)  d ,  and  an  cfionfhment  among  the  nations  ^ 
while  thofe,  who  at  one  time  and  another  have 
been  their  enemies  and  conquerors,  have  long 
fince  been  brought  to  their  deftined  ruin. 

Where  are  now  thofe  renowned  cities,  Ni¬ 
neveh,  Babylon  and  Tyre,  whofe  defolation  was 
fo  often  denounced  by  the  prophets  .?  What 
is  now  the  condition  of  Jerufalem  and  Judea.? 
Are  they  not  trodden  down  of  the  Gentiles,  and 
likely  to  be  ftill  trodden  down,  until  the  times 
that  the  Gentiles /hall  befullfilled .?  How  remarkably 
do  the  a<5lions  and  Hate  of  the  Turks,  who  have 
fo  long  trodden  them  down,  agree  to  what  was 
predi6led  of  them  .?  He  fhall  come  with  horfe- 
men  and  many  (hips,  and  /mU  overfow  and  pafs  o- 
ver.  He  f  jail  enter  into  the  glorious  land,  and  ma¬ 
ny  countries  fiall  be  overthrown.  Do  ye  not  find 
it  even  fo .?  And  that  he  hath  ftretched  out 
his  hand  over  the  land  of  Egypt,  with  the  Ly- 
bians  at  his feps,  while  the  Arabians  fiill  efcape 
cnit  of  his  hand. 

Hath  not  the  ftate  of  Egypt,  for  many  pall 
ages,  been  juft  as  was  foi'etold .?— a  and  the 
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bafefl  of  kingdoms,  without  a  rule%i'  of  her  ovjii, 
and  wajled  by  Jlrangers, 

Obferve  the  fourth  kingdom  of  Daniel’s  vifioa 
broken  into  ten.  Behold^  that  wonderful  po  w¬ 
er,  diverfe  frotn  thejirft,  which  hath  arilen  up  a- 
niong  them,  with  a  look  more  flout  than  his  fellows, 
Siuddimoiithfpeaking  great  things,  even  words 
agahift  the  Moft-High—Th?it  power,  which  wear- 
etb  out  the  faints  of  the  Mofl-High,  and  changeib 
times  and  laws.  Behold  him  cafting  down  the 
truth  to  the  ground  ;  forbidding  to  marry,  and  com¬ 
manding  to  abjlauifrom  meats.  Yea,  behold  him 
ftting  in  the  temple,  the  church  of  God,  a?idfjeiv- 
ing  himfelf  that  he  is  God ;  whole  coming  is  with 
Jigns  and  lying  wonders.  And  remember,  that 
the  leat  of  this  horrid  tyrannical  power  is  that 
great  city ,  which  ftandeth  on  Jeven  mountains,  and 
which,  in  the  days  of  the  prophecy,  reigned  over 
all  the  kings  of  the  earth.  In  fine. 

You  fee  the  church  of  God  at  this  day  fub- 
fifting  in  the  world.— The  fame  church,  which 
before  Chrift  was  continued  in  the  feed  of  Abra¬ 
ham  ;  and  which,  at,  and  after  his  coming,  took 
that  new  form,  which  Daniel  faw  under  the 
name  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  hath 
ever  fince  fubfifted  amongft  the  Gentiles.  Y ou 
know  the  prefervation  and  final  prevalence  of 
this  fociety,  together  with  the  hoftile  attempts 
and  final  ruin  of  all  her  enemies,  have  been 
predifted  by  all  the  prophets  from  Mofcs  to  St. 
J ohn.  Now  when  ye  fee  this  very  church  in  prc- 
V9L.  IV,  R 
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Jent  exiftence  and  enlargment,  after  all  the  at¬ 
tempts  which  have  been  made;  in  all  manner 
ol  ways,  and  thro’  a  longfucceffion  of  ages,  for 
Cl  deftruclion ;  and  notwithftanding  the  has  all 
e  feeds  oi  diffolution  in  herfelf,  has  often  been 
extremely  feeble,  and  in  the  hand  of  her  ene¬ 
mies,  and  at  the  point  of  death.- When  you  fee 
this,  you  behold  an  event,  which,  tho’  perfe6tlv 

correfponding  to  hundreds  of  feripture-pronhe- 
cies  and  promifes,  is  yet  unparalLled  in  the 
history  of  the  world.  -Suffer  me  to  repeat. 
It  is  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  the 
woRLD-The  moft  unlikely  event  when  it  was 
foretold,  ever  to  have  exifted  ;-and  which,  in¬ 
deed,  never  could  have  exiled,  but  by  the  marvellous 
■provide7ice  of  God,  defeating  the  influence  of  natural 
caufes,  that  he  might  fulfil  the  defigns  of  his 
mercy  ;—that  he  might  conflrni  the  words  of  his 
fervants,  and  peform  the  counfel  of  his  meflfengers; 
and  at  the  lame  time,  that  he  might/r^raif^  the 
tokens  of  the  liars,  and  make  diviners  mad,  and  clofe 

tne  mouth  of  infidels  in  Perpetual  Silence. 

Thus  is  the  Spirit  of  prophecy  the  teftimony  of 

Jehovah  to  the  facred  icriptures  as  His  Own 

Oracles,  and  to  Jefus  as  the  Chrift;  and  of 

conlequencc,  to  the  Chriftian  religion  as  di¬ 
vine. 

And  what,  my  brethren,  is  the  conclufion  of 
the  whole  ?  Is  it  not  plainly  this?  That  the 
leligion  of  the  bible,  which  teachethall  men  to 
^lieve,  love,  obey  and  wortliip  the  one  true 
ijod,  through  the  one  Mediator,  the  man  Chrift  fe- 
fis,  is  the  only  true  religion  f — That  the  works  and 
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fufFerings  afflgned  to  the  Meffiah  on  earth  are 
finilhed  ?— That  when  the  gofpel,  which  bring- 
eth  the  glad  tidings,  and  calletii  us  and  all  men, 
to  repent,  believe,  obey  and  be  faved,  lliall  have 
finilhed  its  courfe,  the  fame  Jefus,  whom  God 
the  Father  hath  thus  fealed,  and  received  up  to 
glory,  fliall  come  again,  to  raiie  the  dead  and 
change  the  living,  and  render  to  both  according 
to  their  works?  In  the  mean  time,  that  we 
and  ail  men  are  candidates  for  the  immortal 
honors  and  rewards  of  the  heavenly  kingdom, 
or  the  never-ending  forrows  of  damnation,  ac¬ 
cording  as  we  now  obey  or  difobey  that  awful 
'mandate,  which  once  came  from  the  excellent 
glory.  Hear  Ye  Him.  Should  not  the  un- 


liiaken  truth,  importance  and  excellency  of  this 
religion  animate  the  minifters  of  Chrift,  not  only 
firmly  to  believe  and  pradtife  it  themlelves ; 
but  with  unwearied  diligence  and  conftancy  to 
publifh  it  to  the  world  ?  Supported  by  fiich  e- 
vidence,  what  reafon  have  they  to  tremble  be¬ 
fore  unbelievers,  or  to  be  alliamed  of  the  gof¬ 
pel  of  Chrift  ?  Let  us  not  be  at  all  difmayed 
or  dilcouraged,  that  there  are  fo  many  who'bc- 
lieve  not  our  report.  So  furely  as  J efos  is  the 
Chrift,  his  gofpel  will  finally  triumph  over  all 
infidelity.  And  is  it  not  a  glory  worthy  our 
higheft  ambition,  to  contribute  all  we  can,  tho’ 
it  were  but  a  mite,  to  advance  fuch  a  triumph  ? 
We  are  ready  to  fay,  we  labour  in  vain  ;  yef^ 
if  we  labour  faithfully,  let  us  remember,  Our 
work  is  iviih  the  Lord ;  and  in  due  time  wejJjaU 
reap,  if  vec.  faint  not. 
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Let  all  who  have  believed  the  teftimony  of 
Jeius,  and  built  all  their  hope  of  falvation  on 
tne  foundation  of  the  apoflles  &  prophets,  rejoice 
in  the  confolation  which  may  be  taken  from  the 
precedingdilcourfe.  Be  afiured,  Oye  believ- 
cis,  Tois  is -ihe  true  grace  of  Godin  which  you 
Jfand.  Y e  are  building  on  a  rock,  againft  which 
the  gates  of  hellfiall  not  prevail.  Only  walk  wor¬ 
thy  of  the  gofpel,  and  add  to  your  faith  thofe 
other  molt  excellent  virtues  which  it  recom¬ 
mends,  and  you  fnall  never  fall ;  for  fo  an  en- 
tidiuefball  be  mmilircd  to  yqu  abundantly  into  the 

everlafting  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus 

Chriil.  — 


^  .c^ave  any  to  this  time  negledted  to  examine 
the  evidences  of  the  Chrifcian  religion?  Have 
any  founded^  their  faith  on  tradition  ?  Hath 
the  belief  of  any  been  ftaggered  by  the  cavils 
Oi  infidelity  ?  1  hey  are  now  moft  earnellly  in¬ 

vited  to  attend  with  care  and  candor  to  the  ar¬ 
gument,  which  hath  juft  been  exhibited.  And 
not  to  that  only,,  but  to  that  in  its  due  connedt- 
mn  wiin  all  the  reft.  For  tho’  this  by  it- 
felf  is  conclulive  and  unanfwerable,  it  is  ftill 
but  one  ox  a.  cloud  of  witnefses,  which  all  give 

m  their  united  teftimony,  to  authenticate  the 
cligion  of  Jefus. 


t>c  intrcateci  then  to  examine  them  with  care. 
It  Ls  ,T  matter  oi  intiniteand  everlafting  impor— 
t  mire  to  you  ,  as  well  as  others.  If  Jefus  be 
i.ie  t  liiuL,  i}  ti'se  gofpel  be  irom  God,  you  are 
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happy  or  wretched  forever  according  as  you 
embrace  or  rejeft  its  moft  gracious  offers.  For 
fuch  are  the  decifive  words  of  Chrift  himfelf, 
which  his  minifters  may  not  fupprefs ;  He  that 
believeth Jhall  befaved :  but  he  that  believeth  not^Jhall 
be  damned. 

But  let  none  reft  in  a  cold  alfent.  That  faith 
only  will  fave  the  fouL  which  embraceth  Chrift 
as  a  whole  Saviour^  and  the  gofpel  truth  in  the 
love  of  it:  That  which  transformeth 
the  foul  into  the  image  of  Chrift^  and  reduceth 
the  life  into  a  real  conformity  to  his  command¬ 
ments. 


Finally,  my  brethren,  have  we  feen  the  fcrip- 
tures  fealed  by  paft  events  ?  Let  it  exalt  dur 
faith  into  a  full  allurance,  that  all  the  prophe¬ 
cies  which  remain,  and  particularly  thofe  which 
fpeak  of  Jcfus' future  glory,  fliall  receive,  in  due 
time,  their  perfe6l  accomplifhment. 


Witli  joy  we  behold  Chrift  reigning,  while  wit 
grief  v/e  obferve  it  is  as  yet  in  midjl  of  b, 
enemies.  As  yet  he  finds  but  little  faith  o 
earth.  Among  even  thofe  who  call  him  Lore 
how  many  believe  not  ?  The  gloomy  fliade 
ofheatheniOi  darknefs  overfpread  many  na 
tions-  The  impofture  of  Mahomet  ftill  ftretch 
eth  out  its  cruel  hand  over  many  countrie? 
X  lie  Jews  abide  frill  in  their  unbelief.  Th 
man  or  fin  is  ftill  in  power.  The  witnefle 
yet  prophecy  in  fackcloth. 
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But  blefled  be  God,  be  hath  opened  to  our 
faith  brighter  prorpedts,  and  a  more  glorious  or¬ 
der  of  things.  When  infidelity  and  dilcord,  a- 

mong  thofe  who  are  called  by  his'  name,  lhall 
eeafe,  then  there  lhall  be  one  Lord,  and  his  name 
one ;  and  he  will  give  to  them  one  heart  and  one 
way,  that  they  may  fear  Him  forever,— idol 
godsfaatl  perijhfrom  the  earth,  and  from  under  the 
heavens.— sNhew  the  king  of  the  north,  who  hath 
-  planted  his  tabernacle  in  the  glorious  holy  mountain 
fhall  come  to  his  end,  and  none  fhall  help  him. 
when  the  Lord  fhall  confume  that  wicked  One  with 
the  ifirit  of  his  mouth,  and  the  brightnefs  of  his  com¬ 
ing— ynhs-w  the  vail  fiiall  be  taken  from  the  hearts 
of  the  Jews,  and  they  lhall  return  unto  the  Lord. 
Then  lhall  commence  the  glorious  era, 

■  when  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  fhall  become  the 
Lord’s ;  and  be  given  to  the faints  of  the  Moft  High, 
and  they  lhall  live  and  reign  with  Chrfi  a  thoufand 
years. 

This  GRAND  ERA  is  approaching  with  a  fpeed 
rapid  as  the  flight  of  time.  The  night  isfarfpent, 
the  day  is  at  hand.  In  this  profpedl,  with  what 
ardor  lliould  we  pray.  Thy  Kingdom  come  .? 
And  tho’  we  may  not  live  to  fee  tliat  glorious 
day  of  the  Son  of  Man  upon  earth,  God  will 
hallen  his  v.'ork.  And  if  we  lliall  die  watching 
and  praying  for  the  coming  of  the  Lord,  we 
lhall  be  found  of  him  in  peace  at  lafl,  and  have  a 
part  in  the  perfedt  light,  perfedt  love  and  con- 
lummate  joys  of  heaven ;  witli  which  the  prefent 
world,  in  its  very  heft  eftate,  is  not  worthy  to 
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be  compared.  For  if  we  believe  that  Jefus  died 
and  arofe,  even  fo  them  alfo  who  Jlcep  in  Jefus,  God 
will  bring  with  him.  Nor  Jhall  thofe  who  live  and 
remain  until  the  coming  of  the  Lordy  prevent  thofe 
who  are  afeep.  For  the  Lord  himfelffdall  defcend 
from  heaven  with  a  fhouty  with  the  voice  of  the  arch¬ 
angel  ^  and  with  the  trump  of  God ;  and  the  dead  in 
ChriJlfjall  rife  firfi.  Then  fiall  thofe ,  who  are 

live  and  remain^  be  caught  up  together  with  them  to 
meet  the  Lord  in  the  air ;  and  fo fhall  we  ever  be  with 
the  Lord. 

* 

Wherefore,  my  brethren,  let  m  comfort  one  ano¬ 
ther  with  tbefe  -words. 


\ 
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1  Cor.  i.  21. 


For  after  that  in  the  wifdom  of  God,  the  world  by 
wifdorh  knew  not  God,  it  pleajed  God  by  the  footdh- 
nefs  of  preaching  to  fave  them  that  believe, 

By  the  preaching  of  the  apoftle  Paul,  a  fa¬ 
mous  church  had  been  formed  at  Corinth, 
one  of  the  moft  flourifliing  cities  of  ancient 
Greece,  very  conveniently  lituated  for  trade, 
and  even  vying  with  Athens  in  arts  and  learn¬ 
ing.  That  church  was  abundantly  furnillied 
with  the  extraordinary  gifts  of  the  Spirit,  and 
enriched  w'th  the  graces  of  Chriftianity ;  but 
was  foon  divided  into  parties,  by  paying  niore 
regard  to  the  different  gifts  of  thofe  who  had 
preached  among  them,  than  to  the  plain,  effen- 
tial  doctrines  and  duties  of  the  gofpel.  In  this 
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refpeil;  they  retained  too  much  of  the  fpirit  of 
their  philofophers,  who  made  themfelves  heads 
of  different  fefts,  and  led  their  difciples,  ranged 
into  diftin6l  parties,  to  carry  on  continual  dif- 
putes  and  contentions  againft  each  other.  This 
was  far  from  being  agreeable  to  the  defign  and 
fpirit  of  the  gofpel;  which  plainly  taught  them 
to  truft  in  one  only  Saviour  the  Lord  Jeius 
Chrift,  learn  his  holy  do6trines,  do  whatever  he 
has  commanded,  and  love  one  another  as  bre¬ 
thren  of  the  fame  family.  Nor  had  Paul  given 
them  the  leaft  occalion  of  bi'eaking  into  parties  : 
For  he  had  not  called  them  to  look  to  him  as 
their  faviour,nor  baptized  them,  as  his  difciples, 
in  his  own  name  :  Nay,  fo  far  was  he  from  dif- 
covering  any  fuch  defign,  that  he  had  confidered 
it  as  a  matter  of  little  importance,  compared 
with  his  great  work  of  preaching  the  gofpel, 
whether  he  baptized  converts  with  his  own 
hands,  or  left  this  to  be  done  by  the  evangelifts 
who  accompanied  him  in  his  travels ;  and  it 
gave  him  no  fmall  fatisfaftion,  confide  ring  the 
prelent  difpofition  of  the  Corinthians,  to  refledt 
that  he  himlelf  had  baptized  but  two  fingle  per- 
fons  and  one  houfliold  of  that  whole  church. 
And  as  to  Ins  preaching,  they  had  much  lefs 
reafon  to  fuppofe  he  was  aiming  to  gain  applaufe, 
and  form  a  party  for  himfelf,  like  their  cele¬ 
brated  philofophers  :  For  his  preaching  was  not 
affedfedly  embelliflied  with  the  enticing  charms 
of  eloquence,  or  recommended  by  a  fliow  of 
deep  learning  and  curious  reafoning,  which 
would  have  been  inconfiftent  with  the  efficacy 
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of  the  plain  doctrine  of  a  crucified  Saviour ; 
but^  direftly  contrary  to  the  well  known  man¬ 
ner  of  philofophers  and  the  prevailing  tafte  of 
the  worlds  he  had  with  the  greatefl;  limplicity 
preached  the  crofs  ofChriJi^  tho’  it  appeared  to 
the  wife  men  of  the  world  the  nioft  foolilh  me¬ 
thod  which  could  be  taken  to  gain  profelytes, 
and  teach  men  religion  and  virtue.  Here 
therefore  the  apoftle  begins  to  triumph  over 
the  wifdom  of  the  worlds  with  an  evident  allu- 
fion  to  thofe  remarkable  words  of  Ifaiah ;  Be¬ 
hold,  I  will  proceed  to  do  a  maiDellous  work  among 
this  people,  even  a  mamjelloiis  work  &  a  wojider  I  for 
the  wifdom  of  their  wife  men  fhall  perifi,  and  the  un- 
derftanding  of  their  prudent  men fjall  be  hid.  —Thine 
heart  fialL  meditate  terror :  Where  is  the  feribe  V 
where  is  the  receiver  ?  where  is  he  that  counted  the 
towers  ?  From  thefe  texts  the  apofile  borrows 
his  exultation  over  all  that  wifdom  which  the 
Greeks  admired  and  were  feeking  after  ;  and 
thus  exclaims^  Where  is  the  wife?  where  is  the 
feribe  ?  ivhere  ns  the  difputer  of  this  world  ?  hath 
not  God  madefoolifi  the  wifdom  of  this  world  ?  Im¬ 
mediately  after  this  our  text  follows,  to  juftify 
the  exultation.  For  the  apoftle  affirms  it  to 
be  afurprizing  evidence  of  the  wifdom  of  the  di¬ 
vine  government,  thatGod  permitted  the  world 
firft  of  all  to  try  the  utmoft  force  of  their  own 
wifdom,  in  order  to  find  the  knowledge  of  the 
true  God,  and  the  way  to  happinefs ;  and  when, 
after  a  complete  experiment,  their  continual  ef¬ 
forts  tailed  of  thofe  important  ends,  that  he  him- 
felf  took  a  method  quite  different  from  all  the 
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Vain  reafonings  of  philofophers,  and  which  they 
treated  with  the  greateft  contempt,  as  foolith* 
nefs,  to  enlighten,  reform  and  fave  mankind  / 
viz,  by  the  preaching  of  Chrill  crucified. 

Therefore,  my  prefent  defign  is  to  give  fome 
pai  ticuiar  iliuitration  of  the  fentiments  con^ 
tained  sn  the  text,  by  endeavouring  to  thew> 

I.  That  the  wifdom  of  God  was  confpicuoufiy 
manifefted  in  permitting  the  world,  for  many 
ages  before  the  gofpel,  to  feek  the  knowledge 
of  himfelf  and  the  way  to  happinefs,  by  trying 
the  utmoft  ftrength  of  human  wifdom ;  the  re- 
fult  of  which  experiment  was,  that  mankind 
were  never  able,  in  this  way,  to  gain  the  true 
knowledge  of  God,  or  fave  themfelves  from 
the  deitrudlive  power  of  fin. 

II.  That  the  method  which  God  was  pleafed 
afterward  to  take,  tho’  quite  ditferentfrom  that 
wifdom  which  the  world  Hill  admires,  and  is  in¬ 
clined  to  feek  after,  and  which  appears  in  their 
View  fooliftmefs,  is  a  moft  glorious  difplay  of  his 
wifdom,  and  moft  effedtual  to  anfwer  the  •  im¬ 
portant  purpofes  of  bringing  men  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  himfelf,  delivering  them  from  the  pow¬ 
er  of  fin,  and  making  them  forever  happy ;  viz, 
by  this  public  univerfal  proclamation,— That 
Chrift  crucified  was  the  Son  of  God  and  the  Sa¬ 
viour  of  mankind ;  and  that  the  belief  of  this 
proclamation  is  the  principal  thing  necelTary  in 
order  to  our  being  laved.  Here  I  have  taken 
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the  liberty  to  fubftitute  the  word  proclamation 
inftead  of  preaching ;  becaufe  the  latter  is  too 
weak  to  exprefs  the  full  force  of  the  original 
word  whicli  propcrly  fignifies  that 

which  ispublifhed  by  the  voice  of  a  crier,  or  in 
other  words,  the  proclamation  made. 

I.  I  am  to  fliew,  that  the  wifdom  of  God  was 
confpicuouily  manifefted  in  permitting  the 
world,  for  many  ages  before  the  gofpel,  to  feek 
the  knowledge  of  himielf  and  the  way  to  hap- 
pinefs,  by  trying  the  utmoft  ftrength  of  human 
wifdom ;  the  refult  of  which  experiment  was, 
that  mankind  were  never  able,  in  this  way,  to 
gain  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God,  or  fave 
themfelves  from  the  deftruftive  power  of  fin. 
A  fimilar  experiment  had  been  made  long  be¬ 
fore  by  king  Solomon,  under  divine  diredtion,  • 
with  all  the  advantages  of  wifdom,  riches  and 
honor,  whether  man  could  find  any  good  which 
might  give  him  full  fatisfadion  in  the  prefent 
world ;  and,  to  fave  all  others  the  trouble  and 
dilappointrnent  of  trying  the  fame  experiment 
under  far  inferior  advantages,  he  gave  his  full 
teftimony  that  all  things  under  the  fun  are  va¬ 
nity.  And  knowing  how  much  men  were  in¬ 
clined  to  think  their  own  wifdom  fufficient  to 
teach  them  all  things  relating  to  religion  and 
good  morals,  without  any  revelation  from  hea¬ 
ven,  God  faw  it  beft  to  have  an  experiment  made 
in  this  refpeft  alfo,  before  he  fent  his  Son  to  be 
the  light  of  the  world ;  and  when  the  gofpel 
came,  it  moft  evidently  appeared  that  fuch  a 
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levelation  was  abfolutely  neceJIary  for  the 
world. 

I 

But  it  has  been  made  an  obje6lion  againft  di¬ 
vine  revelation^  that  if  it  is  fo  neceffkry  and  im¬ 
portant  to  the  world,  it  is  unaccountable  that 
It  fliould  be  lo  long  confined  to  one  nation,  or 
the  perfecT:ion  of  it  poftponed  tor  fo  many  ages, 
while  all  the  nations  were  left  in  ignorance  * 
that  it  ought  to  have  been  made  known,  in  the 
moft  complete  manner,  from  the  earlieft  ages, 
publifiied  univerfally,  and,  by  the  fpecial  pro¬ 
vidence  of  God,  continued  every  where,  and 
thro'  all  generations'. 

To  this  objeftion  it  is  a  fufficient  anfwer^ 
That  the  divine  government  cannot  be  direfled 
by  human  reafon.  For  men  are  not  competent 
judges  of  the  beft  order  of  the  univerfe,  or  the 
molt  proper  methods  of  bringing  moral  agents, 
when  blinded  and  vitiated,  to  the  right  exer— 
cife  of  their  rational  powers,  and  due  fub- 
jeaion  to  the  laws  of  their  Maker.  An  infin¬ 
ite  mind  has  an  unlimited  view  of  all  things  at 
once,  fees  all  caufes  and  effeas,  and  can  de¬ 
termine,  without  the  leaft  error,  what  rules^  of 
proceeding  are  moft  fuitable  to  make  his  wif- 
dom,  power,  jullice,  goodnefsand  mercy  knowm 
to  men,  and  all  intelligent  beings  :  Nor  does 
he  govern  moral  agents  in  an  arbitrary,  defpo- 
tic  manner.  1  herefore,  when  w^e  are  fure 
that  he  has  really  proceeded  in  this  or  that  way 
in  his  moral  government,  we  ought  to  be  fully 
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fatisfied  that  it  is  right,  becaufe  God  hath  done 
it,  whatever  objedions  might  other\vife  arife  m 
our  minds.  We  may  be  ready  to  imagine  the 
infinite  goodnefs  of  God  would  have  led  him  to 
place  man  at  firft  in  an  im.mutable  ftate  of  wif- 
dom,  innocence  and  happinefs ;  but  we  have 
moft  melancholly  proof  that  it  was  not  fo.  We 
might  as  w'ell  fuppofe  man  ought  to  have  been 
made  with  greater  perfection  in  all  his  powers, 
and  continued  forever  infallible  in  his  reafon- 
ings,  and  fecure  from  all  error  in  condudl.  Or 
let  our  proud  fancies  have  full  fcope,  and  w'^e 
may  wonder  man  was  not  hiade  with  higher 
powers,  and  had  not  equal  rank  with  angels  in 
the  fcale  of  beings.  But  we  know  that  God 
made  him  to  fill  his  proper  place  in  creation  ; 
that  he  was  made  upright,  furnilhed  with  fuffi- 
cient  capacities  to  fecure  his  own  happinefs;  but 
liable,  as  a  free  agent,  to  mifimprove  the  favours 
of  heaven  ;  and  that  all  the  folly  and  mifeiy  to 
which  he  is  fubjedled,  muft  be  attributed  to  his 
own  difregard  to  his  Creator’s  will.  Men  may 
think  they  reafon  well  from  the  benevolence  of 
the  Deity,  especially  fince  the  firft  promifeofa 
Saviour,  when  they  conclude  his  delign  w'as  to 
make  every  individual  of  mankind  happy,  with¬ 
out  propofing  any  farther  conditions;  but  the 
revelation  of  mercy  in  the  golpel  plainly  limits 
it  to  fuch  as  hearken  to  this  revelation,  believe 
it,  and  comply  with  the  delign  of  it  by  turning 
from  fin  to  righteoufnefs.  And  fince  the  rea- 
foning  faculties  of  man  fall  fo  far  lliort  of  thofe 
attainments  in  knowledge  and  good  morals, 
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which  feem  to  be  moft  fuitable  to  our  nature 
and  conducive  to  our  happinefs,  fome  may  think 
it  hardly  reconcileable  with  the  idea  of  the  in¬ 
finite  goodnefs  of  God,  that  the  greater  part  of 
mankind  fhould  be  left,  thro’  along  fucceffion 
of  ages,  in  fuch  grofs  ignorance  and  barbarity 
as  degrades  them  almoft  to  the  rank  of  fagacious 
brute  animals.  The  great  God,  aaing  in 
a  fovereign  manner,  according  to  his  own  good, 
nefs  and  boundlels  power,  without  regard  to  a* 
ny  rules  of  wildom  in  his  government,  might 
have  given  equal  ftrength  of  mind  to  every  in¬ 
dividual  of  mankind,  and  equal  advantages  of 
improvement.  He  might,  from  the  very  firft, 
have  taught  them  the  whole  extent  offcience, 
and  all  the  arts  and  accommodations  of  focial 
and  civil  life,  and  opened  to  their  view  every 
thing  relating  to  the  glory  and  felicity  of  the 
world  to  come.  But  God’s  thoughts  are  not 
as  our  thoughts,  nor  his  ways  as  ours.  He  go¬ 
verns  the  univerfe,  not  by  conftant  immediate 
exertions  of  power;  but  by  certain  laws  or  rules 
of  proceeding  which  his  wifdom  hath  eftabliflied, 
all  iuited  to  the  natures  and  fituations  of  the 
variety  of  creatures;  and  by  thefe  laws  all 
things  go  on  in  conftant  order,  and  his  vaft  de- 
figns  in  the  creation  are  accomplilhed.  Juft  fo 
in  the  government  of  the  moral  world,God  pro¬ 
ceeds  by  certain  rules  of  wifdom,  adapted  to  the 
powers  and*  fituations  of  rational  beings,  fo  that 
they  may  be  led  to  the  proper  exercife  of  their 
own  faculties,  while  he  richly  beftows  on  them 
the  blelfings  of  his  goodnefs  and  grace.  He 
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does  not  lavifli  on  men  fpecial  favours,  v.hi’c 
they  ai-e  quite  infenfible  of  their  value  ;  but  re¬ 
quires  them  to  know  t!)eir  own  wants,  tiiat 
they  may  joyfully  and  thankfully  receive  the 
tokens  of  his  goodnefs  and  mercy. 

God  fuiFered  ignorance,  idolatry  and  wick- 
ednefs  to  prevail  for  many  ages  in  the  world, 
that  the  effects  of  man's  apojiacy  might  become  moji 
apparent,  and  that  all  might  fee  and  feel  the 
neceffity  of  fame  remedy  for  fucb  univerfal  corruption 
and  nufery  As  all  manner  of  vice  prevailed 
moi  e  and  more  without  bounds,  to  thedilsrracc 
of  human  nature,  and  the  great  detriment  of  fo- 
the  few  who  remained  more  virtuous 
than  the  reft,  at  length  began  to  fee  the  nece"'- 

ity  of  giving  fome  check  to  the  licentious  rdffn 

ol  immorality,  and  cultivating  the  nrinciples'of 
natural  religion  and  virtue.  I'his  induced  tiicir 
vrite  men  to  bend  their  ftudies  this  way  ;  to  en¬ 
quire  into  the  great  difference  between  virtue 
and  vice  as  to  the  happinels  of  man  ;  to  form 
lyftems  of  morality  according  to  their  various 

views,  defend  them  by  learned  arguments,  and 

endeavour  with  great  zeal  to  make  prefelytes 
to  their  fentiments.  Thus  moral  philofopliy 
bepn  m  Greece  ieven  or  eight  hundred  years 
before  the  coming  of  Chrift  ;-and  if  grew  mare 
and  more  into  efteem.  It  was  the  favorite  ftu- 
( y  ana  unwearied  labor  of  the  moft  learned 
men;  and  they  WTote  many  things  admirably 

■  -iL  their  fyfterns  were  very ,  dilferent 
and  often, quite  contradictory  to  each  other- 
VOL.  ny  T 
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,  Each  contended  for  his  own  hypothefis^  and  dif- 
putcd  againft  all  the  reft  :  Each  boafted  of  his 
own  wiidom^  and  the  number  of  his  followers. 
But  alter  all  their  great  labors  and  improve¬ 
ments,  their  wildom  had  very  little  effedl  on 
the  bulk  of  the  people,  to  reclaim  them  from 
endlefs  fuperftitions  and  vices.  Nay,  idolatry 
and  vice  prevailed  more  and  more  as  learning 
increaled,  and  role  to  the  greateft  height  a- 

'  mong  the  multitude  when  human  wifdom  gain¬ 
ed  its  funimit. 

The  antient  philofophers,  after  all  their  en¬ 
quiries,  were  never  able  to  difcoverand  repre- 
fent  clearly  the  unity,  tlie  fpirituality,  and  the 
efientialcharafters  of  the  eternal  God,  free  from 
all  unworthy  conceptions  of  him ;  to  point  out 
that  pure  and  rational  worfhip  which  his  nature 
requires,  without  mixture  of  fuperftition ;  to 
affure  men  that  forgivenefs  of  lins  is  confiftent 
with  his  moral  government ;  and  give  full  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  rewards  of  virtue  and  the  punilii- 
ment  of  vice  in  a  future  ftate  of  exiftence  By 
their  utmoft  wifdom  they  were  never  able  to 
difpodefs  their  temples  of  the  innumerable  gods 
worfliipped  by  the  vulgar,  nor  free  their  own 
minds  from  the  prevailing  fuperftitions.  They 
rcafoned  well  on  the  principal  branches  of  vir¬ 
tue  ;  but  they  did  not  teach  pure  and  perfect 
morality.  In  their  fyftems  they  allowed  the 
practice  of  fome  great  vices,  and  countenanced 
them  in  others  by  their  own  conduit ;  and  not- 
withftanding  their  reafonings  in  favour  of  vir- 
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tue,  very  few  among  the  multitude  were  per- 
fuaded  to  comply  with  their  labored  inftrubt- 
ions. 

By  the  law  naturally  imprelTed  on  their  minds, 
men  are  confcious  of  the  good  or  evil  of  their 
actions,  at  leaft  as  far  as  relates  to  the  prefent 
life.  They  know  it  is  criminal  to  fteal,  abufe 
one  another,  commit  adultery  or  murder,  or 
counteraft  any  of  the  laws  and  rules  without 
which  men  cannot  live  fafely  and  comfortably 
in  fociety  and  neighbourhood.  They  are  rea¬ 
dy  to  complain  of  injuries  which  they  receive, 
and  in  their  refentmen'ts  charge  one  another 
with  many  faults  ;  and  in  their  more  fober 
tho’ts  they  have  a  general  view  of  the  principal 
branches  of  locial  virtue.  They  have  alfo  fome 
apprehenlions  of  the  anger  of  God,  or  the  gods 
whom  they  worlhip,  for  the  offences  which  they 
commit,  and  tlie  neceffity  of  appeafing  them  by 
luch  offerings  and  rites  of  worftiip  as  they  im- 
magine  moft  acceptable.  But  their  pallions  and 
appetites,  luffs  and  evil  habits,  prove  too  ftrong 
for  reafon  and  confcience,  and  Hill  prompt 
them  on  to  all  kinds  of  wickednefs.  When 
men  have  contrafted  ftrong  habits  of  vice,  all 
attempts  to  perfuade  them  out  of  their  courfe 
by  the  moft  learned  reafonings  will  be  in  vain. 
You  may  urge,  with  unwearied  addrefs,  the 
beauty  of  virtue,  and  the  deformity  of  vice  ; 
the  high  fatisfaftion  in  doing  well,  and  the  pain¬ 
ful  re.ffeftions  on  immoral  conduift ;  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  honefty,  lobriety,  chaftity  &c,  and  the 
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many  inconveniences,  forrows  and  fufFerings, 
which  men  bring  on  themfelves  by  going  on  in 
vicious  courfes  j  but  you  will  not  prevail  with 
men,  captivated  by  their  own  lufts,  by  mere 
reafonings,  to  renounce  their  way  of  life,  and 
a6l  contrary  to  thofe  ftrong  inclinations  which 
aflbrd  them  the  higheft  pleafure.  There  mult 
be  fomething  to  ftrike  the  mind  with  force  fu- 
perior  to  the  violence  of  the  paffions  and  fenfu- 
al  inclinations,  before  men  will  hearken  to  the 
ftill  voice  of  reafon  and  confcience,  and  forlake 
tile  ways  of  iin.  I  here  mull  be  lome  power¬ 
ful  alarm  to  the  mind ;  fome  extraordinary 
terrors  difplayed  in  full  view ;  fome  glorious 
hopes  and  profpefts  prefented ;  fome  wonder¬ 
ful  news  communicated,  which  will  roufe  the 
attention,  and  afiebl  all  the  powers  of  the  foul. 
Thus  the  carnal  and  fenfual  images  may  be  o- 
verpowered,  which  continually. haunt  the  mind, 
and  hold  the  government  of  all  the  nobler  fac¬ 
ulties.  But  fiich  methods  are  beyond  the 
ip  here  of  mere  philcfophy. 


Now  v/as  it  not  a  wonderful  evidence  of  the 
wiidoin  of  God,  that  lie  Ihould  permit  this  great 
expe  r  imeii  t  to  be  made.  Whether  human  wifdom 
could  recover  a  world  of  rational  beings  from 
a  moft  unhappy  ftate  of  ignorance  and  aliena¬ 
tion  Irom  God,  to  the  knowledge  of  him,  and 
a  conduct  fuitable  to  the  dignity  of  man's  na¬ 
ture,  and  neeellary  for  his  liappinefs.?  If  no 
Inch  experiment  had  been  made  before  the  gof- 
])ci  was  pubiifiied,  the  wife  men  of  the  world 
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would  not  ealily  have  been  perfuaded,  but  that 
reafon  and  learning  might  have  been  elFeftual,, 
without  fuch  a  revelation  from  heaven  to  en¬ 
lighten  and  reform  mankind*  To  this  very 
day  many  are  glorying  in  the  fufficiency  of  rea¬ 
fon  alone  for  all  the  purpofes  of  religion  and 
morality,  carry  on  the  experiment  ftill,  and 
rejeft  revelation  as  quite  unnecelfary.  But 
after  all  the  trials  which  they  have  been  re¬ 
peatedly  making,  with  many  improvements  on 
the  antient  philofophy,  borrowed  from  that  ve¬ 
ry  revelation  which  they  defpife,  they  cannot 
yet  agree  among  themfelves  in  their  feveral 
iy  hems  of  infidelity,  and  have  had  no  better  iuc- 
cefs  in  reforming  the  \vorld  than  their  heathen 
predeceflbrs.  The  force  of  the  moft  rational 
arguments,  and  all  the  charms  pf  eloquence 
were  tried  for  many  ages,  and  human  nature 
miift  have  been  pronounced  irrecoverable  irom 
It's  inveterate  dilorders,  if  God  had  not  taken 
the  work  into  his  own  hands,  and  in  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  way,  adapted  to  the  ftate  of  mankind, 
ii-ewn  his  power  by  the  proclamation  of  a  Sa¬ 
viour.  What  this  method  is,  fo  ejficacious  a- 
bovc  all  human  wildom,  is  the  fecond  thing 
which  our  text  calls  us  to  confider. 


II.  The  method  w^hich  God  has  been  pleafed 
to  take,  tho’  quite  different  from  that  wdfdom 
\vhich  the  world  Hill  admires,  and  is  inclined  to 


leek  alter,  and  which  in  their  view  appear^  fool* 
iihnefs,  is  a  moft  glorious  difplay  of  his  wifdom, 
;md  moft  cffeblual  to  anl  wcr  the  great  purpofes 
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of  bringing  men  to  the  knowledge  of  himfelf, 
delivering  them  from  the  power  of  fin,  and 
making  them  forever  happy,  viz, — By  this  pub¬ 
lic  univerfal  proclamation,  ^^That  Chrift  cruci^ 
fied  is  the  Son  of  God,  and  the  Savior  of  man¬ 
kind ,  and  that  the  belief  of  this  proclamation 
is  the  principal  thing  necellary  in  order  to  our 
eternal  falvation/’ 

I  have  obferved,  that  in  order  to  overcome 
the  power  which  fin  has  over  mankind,  there 
mu^ho.  fome thing  to  roufe  and  alarm  the  mind ; 

extraordinary  terrors  dijplayed  ^  fime  glorious 
hopes  prefented  to  view ;  fame  wonderfuu  news  com- 
rnumcated,  luthcient  to  overpozver  the  carnal  and 
fenfiial  images  which  continually  haunt  the  mind, 

and  hold  the  government  of  the  nobler  facul¬ 
ties. 

Now  this  very  method  God  in  his  infinite 
wifdom  has  taken,  to  conquer  the  fouls  of  fin- 
ners,  and  bring  them  under  his  righteous  go¬ 
vernment.  After  all  the  learning  of  the  world 
had  been  employed,  with  all  poffible  advantag¬ 
es,  to  realon  mankind  out  of  the  praftice  of 
vice,  and  teach  them  virtue  and  pure  religion, 
without  any  great  eiTe6t ;  God  took  the  work 
into  his  own  hands,  and,  in  a  way  which  human 
wifdom  could  never  have  thought  of,  awakned 
the  attention  of  mankind,  prefented  things  fpi- 
rituaf  and  eternal  in  the  cleareft  view,  tending 
to  fill  their  minds  v/ith  wonder,  terror,  hope  and 
joy.  And  this  was  by  fendrtig  out  a  proclamati- 
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on  through  the  world. —That  Jefus  of  Naza¬ 
reth,  who  was  ci’ucified  by  the  Jews,  was  his 
own'  Son,  and  the  appointed  Saviour  of  the 
world  ;  that  he  rofe  from  the  dead,  afcended 
into  heaven,  and  will  appear  again  with  divine 
glory  and  majefty  at  the  end  of  the  woi'Id,  i  j 
judge  all  mankind,  receive  the  righteous  into 
heavenly  glory,  and  punifh  all  wicked  men  in 
flames  of  eternal  fire. 

The  proclamation  confifted  of  one  principal 
faff,  viz,That  Jefus,  who  fufFered  on  the  crols^ 
was  rifen  from  the  grave^,  and  gone  up  into 
heaven.  For  if  this  fa6l  was  true,  then  the 
whole  charafter  which  Chrift  aiTumed  was  true, 
as  attefted  by  many  aftonifiiing  miracles ;  his 
do(5trines  were  from  God,  and  to  be  received 
with  full  credit ;  his  commands  are  to  be  obey¬ 
ed  with  entire  fubjeftion  to  his  authority  ;  and 
the  exceeding  great  &  precious  promifes  which 
he  has  made  will  moft  certainly  be  performed. 

Nothing  could  appear  more  foolifli  to  the 
wife  men  of  the  world,  than  to  hear  of  a  num¬ 
ber  of  illiterate  perfons  going  every  where  to 
reform  mankind,  only  by  publifhing  a  procla¬ 
mation  of  a  certain  fa6l ;  a  fa6l  which  they  im¬ 
agined  in  itfelf  to  be  very  incredible,  and  which 
they  did  not  confider  in  all  it's  connexions ;  a 
fa6l  accompanied  with  the  moft  fliameful  cir- 
cumftances,  however  extraordinary.  To  pro¬ 
claim  a  man  who  had  been  accufed,  tried,  con¬ 
demned  and  crucified  is  a  notorious  malefaXor^ 
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to  be  a  faviour  for  mankind,  when  he  could  not 
fave  himfelf;  to  declare  him  to  have  rifen 
from  the  grave  by  his  own  power,  when  heap- 
,  peared  to  be  but  a  man,  and  that  of  the  loweft 
rank  and  character  j  and  to  depend  on  this  proc* 
lamation  to  oppofe  the  current  opinions  and 
praftices  of  the  world,  appeared  to  philofophers 
fuperlative  folly.  What  they  expefted  from 
men  fetting  out  to  be  great  inftruftors  of  the 
woild,  was,  profound  learning,  a  labored  invef- 
tigation  of  truth  and  morals,  fine  drawn  argu¬ 
ments  and  ingenious  dedudlions,  which  might 
entertain  highly  cultivated  minds,  and  lay  the 
foundation  for  new  improvements  in  theoretic 
wifdom.  But  to  fee  poor  illiterate  filliermen 
going  about  every  where  only  to  publilh  tins 
ftrange  ftory,  That  a  criminal,  whom  the  Jews 
Cl  ucified,  role  again  after  he  was  dead,  was  in 
their  view  moil  ridiculous ;  nor  could  they  con- 
cieve  what  great  and  good  efFea  it  could  have 
on  mankind.  But  notwithitanding  the  con¬ 
temptuous  opinion  which  the  philolophers  en¬ 
tertained  of  the  proclamation  of  a  crucified  Sa¬ 
viour,  it  was  moft  effectual  to  the  great  pur- 
pofes  of  bringing  men  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
true  God,  delivering  them  from  their  fins,  and 
making  them  forever  happy. 

Let  us  confider  this  proclamation  in  connex¬ 
ion  with  the  chara6ters  which  Chrift  claimed, 
when  he  preached  and  wrought  miracles  among 
the  Jews,  and  the  doctrines  he  taught.  What 
could  be  more  wonderful  and  alarmina  ?  What 


greater  news  could  be  brought  to  men,  (!;mi 
that  the  Son  of  God,  by  whom  he  made  the 
world,  came  down  from  the  blither  in  an  liU' 
man  form,  was  a  partner  in  our  hefli  and  bloo  l, 
converfed  familiarly  ivith  men,  declared  liis 
Father’s  will,  and  died  for  the  lalvation  of  tin¬ 
ners  ?  What  can  be  more  alarming  or  encou¬ 
raging  than  to  know,  that  he  came  to  warn 
fmners  to  efcape  from  the  wrath  to  come  on 
all  the  ungodly  at  the  end  of  the  world ;  to 


call  all  men  every  where  to  repent,  return  to 
God,  and  live  a  fober,  righteous  and  godly  life 
according  to  his  Father’s  will ;  to  aiTure  them, 
that  God  is  full  of  compafiion  and  gracious, 
willing  to  forgive  all  the  trefpafles  of  repent¬ 
ing  linners,  and  receive  them  fully  into  favour 
as  children  of  his  family ;  and  that  he  will  fup- 
ply  all  their  neceffities  while  in  this  world,  lup- 
port  them  under  every  afflidtion,  comfort  them 
with  his  prefence  when  they  walk  thro’the  dark 
fliades  of  death,  raife  them  at  the  laft  day  from 
the  grave,  and  bring  them  into  a  new  and  glo¬ 
rious  world  of  everlafting  light,  joy  and  felicity  ? 
That  man  muft  be  very  much  unacquainted  with 
himfelf  and  with  human  nature,  wlio  does  net 
know  that  a  melTenffer,  fent  from  heaven  in  th 


open  view  of  the  world  on  fuch  an  iniportant 
errand,  would  arrefc  the  attention  ox  all  man¬ 
kind, and  have  a  iurprizing  effe61:  cii  every  fac¬ 
ulty  of  the  foul.  If;,  in  the  xnidft  of  tlie  great- 
eft  corruptions  or  the  world,  feme  angel  Ihould 
make  his  appearance  in  the  upper  regions, 
clothed  v/ith  all  the  radiance  of  an  heavenly  {pi- 
VoL.  IV.  U 
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rit,  and  vifible  every  where  ;  and,  with  a  voice 
like  thunder,  fliould  proclaim  the  anger  of  the 
gicat  God  againft  all  wicked  men,  afl'ure  them 
that  tne  nioft  awful  deilrutSlion  from  the  Al— 
might.y  is  coming  fpeedily  upon  them,  exhort 
them  to  1  epentance,  promife  them  divine  mer- 
cy,  teach  them  that  obedience  which  God  re- 
quires,  in  form  them  of  all  the  glory  of  the  hea¬ 
venly  world  from  v/hich  he  came,  and  that  all 
good  men  Hull  be  admitted  '  there,  when  the 
earth  and  all  the  works  therein  fhallbe  burnt  up, 
and  the  wicked  call  into  the  lake  of  fire  ;  Would 
this  furprizing  appearance  have  no  more  effect 
than  calm  reafoning  on  the  fame  truths  ?  Sure¬ 
ly  all  the  fenles  would  be  ftruck  with  awe  and 
amazement,  as  well  as  man’s  rational  nature 
wrought  upon ;  and  we  might  expect  lome 
remarkable  change  in  the  fentiments  and  mo¬ 
rals  of  mankind. 

But  tlie  gofpel  contains  fomething  far  more 
wonderful,  tho’  not  fo  evident  and  alarming  to 
the  lenles,  viz.  That  the  eternal  invifible  God 
was  manifefled  in  our  flefiily  natures,  in  the  per- 
fon  of  one  who  is  fuperior  to  all  the  angels  of 
heaven,  and  declared  to  be  the  only  begotten  and. 
beloved  Son  of  the  Father--That  he  is  the  fame 
peilon,  whole  voice  was  heard  in  tlie  beginning 
of  the  creation  commanding  all  things  into  ex- 
iftence,  who  is  the  image  of  the  invifible  Cod,  in 
whom  the  brightnefs  of  his  glory  flmes ;  who  was 
born  before  every  creature ;  by  whom  and  for  whom 
all  things  were  created,  that  arc  in  heaven,  and  that 
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are  in  the  earth,  vifible  and  invifible,  whether  they  be 
thrones,  or  dominions,  or  principalities,  or  powers; 
who  is  before  all  things,  and  by  ivhom  all  things 
cQiipJl-  So  Paul  gives  the  glorious  eliaracier 
of  Jefus  Chrift  in  the  firft  chapter  of  his  epiftic 


to  the  ColoIRans,  and  again  farther  illuftrates 
it  in  the  beginning  of  his  epiftle  to  the  Hebrews  : 
And  the  beginning  of  John's  gofpel  gives  the 
lame  high  chara6ter_,  which  may  be  much  bet¬ 
ter  underftood  by  the  plain  language  of  the  in- 
fpired  writings,  than  by  any  metaphyfical  jar¬ 
gon  of  fome  antient  creeds,  or  of  more  modern 
fcholaftic  divines  The  gofpel  declares,  tnat 
this  wonderful  perfon  niadejlejh,  and  in  hu¬ 
man  nature  familiarly  converfed  with  men, 
preached  right eoiifnefs  in  the  moft  perfect  view  of 
his  Father's  law  and  government,  teftified  a- 


gainft  the  evil  works  of  the  w^orld,  called  all 
men  every  where  to  repent,  and  fear  that  God  who 
is  able,  not  only  to  hill  the  body,  but  to  dejtroy  both 
foul  and  body  in  hell.  Pie  made  a  full  revela¬ 
tion  of  the  future  refiirredtion  of  the  dead,  the 
great  lolemnities  of  the  day  of  judgment,  v^\\Qn 
he  himfelf  will  fit  as  judge  in  his  Fathers  glo¬ 
ry,  the  happinefs  which  the  righteous  will  then 
obtain  in  the  heavenly  world,  and  the  dreadful 
fentence  which  will  be  executed  on  the  wicked,- 
Depart  from  me,  ye  curfed,  into  everlafting  fire,  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels.  He  confirm¬ 
ed  his  charadler  and  doctrine  by  aftonifliing 
miracles;  by  healing  a//  manner  of  difcqfes,  com¬ 
manding  winds  and  feas  into  obedience  at  his 
pleafure,  and  raijing  dead  bodies  to  life,  cqfting 
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cui  devih,  and  other  evidences  of  almighty  pow- 
This  fame  divine  perfon,  tho’  he  was  the 
glorious  Lord  cf  all,  call  contempt  on  all  the 
wealth  and  fplendor  of  this  world,  and  fubmit- 
ted  to  poverty  and  conftant  labour  and  travel : 
V  ov  be  weni  about  doing  good,  and  etsdured  bun- 
ger,  and  third  and  xveannefs,  that  he  might  work 
the  uwA.?  of  his  Father  who  fent  him  into  the 
world.  And  when  he  had  finiihed  the  mellage  he 
xvas  to  deliver,  he  meekly  furrendered  himfelf 
into  the  hands  of  his  malicious  enemies,  and. 
humhlea  himfeif  to  death,  even  the  ignominious 
death  oj  the  crofs,  that  he  might  make  a  perfect 
atonement  for  fin  by  the  facrifice  of  himfelL 
Put  he  gave  the  molt  complete  proof  that  he 
was  indeed  the  Son  of  God,  as  he  had  all  along 
declared  himfelf  to  be,  by  rifing  to  life  again  from 
t!ie  gY?i\^, the  third  day,  as  he  had  told  his  difciples 
before  his  crucifixion  ;  and  then,  \\a.v\n^  for  for¬ 
ty  days  together jhewed  himfelf  ahve  after  his  pqffion, 
by  many -infallible  proofs,  and  farther  inltrudted 
his  dilciples  in  the  things  pertaining  to  the  kingdom, 
of  God,  by  alcending  into  heaven  in  a  cloud  in 
tire  plain  view  of  his  difciples,  with  a  teftimony 
ot  angels  that  he  will  come  again  in  like  manner  as 
he  ajcencicd. 


All  this  taken  together  is  the  molt  wonder¬ 
ful  news  that  was  ever  proclaimed  to  mankind. 
In  the  proclamation,  the  divine  charadter  of  Je- 
ius  Chritl,  his  lieavenly  dodtrines,  his  miracu¬ 
lous  works,  his  aftoniihing  humiliation  and  fuf- 
ferings  for  the  lake  offinful  men,  and  the  glo- 


ry  to  which  he  is  now  exalted  as  the  head  of  the 
church.  Lord  over  all  things,  and  the  appoint¬ 
ed  judge  of  the  world,  are  clofely  conne6ied; 
and  if,  in  this  connexion,  men  pay  due  attenti¬ 
on  to  it,  it  is  fuflScient  to  awaken  and  reform 
an  ignorant  and  vicious  world. 

By  this  revelation  all  the  chara6lers  of  the 
invifible  God  are  clearly  manifefted.  We  have 
lull  evidence  of  his  exiftence,  the  perfect  purity 
ofhis  nature,  his  moral  government,  his  abhor' 
rence  of  the  wickednels  of  mankind,  and  his  de¬ 
light  in  mercy  as  far  as  may  be  coniiltent  with 
wifdom  and  juftice.  We  are  taught  to  fear, 
and  love  and  obey  him.  We  are  deterred 
irom  iin  by  the  declaration  of  future  deftrudli- 
on  from  the  Almighty  ;  and  are  encouraged  to 
repentance  and  a  life  of  godlinefs  and  virtue,  by 
the  promife  of  pardoning  mercy,  the  energy  of 
the  Spirit  of  God,  and  a  glorious  immortality  in 
heaven.  Our  minds  are  enlightened  with  hea¬ 
venly  truth,  and  our  hearts  fubjedted  to  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  Son  of  God.  Inftead  of  fuperfti- 
tion,  we  are  taught  that  worfiiip  which  is  a- 
grceable  to  the  fpiritual  nature  of  the  fupreme 
Being;  and  inftead  of  former  ignorance,  we 
are  brought  to  fee  clearly  every  thing  which 
relates  to  right  conduit,  and  our  happinefs  in 
this  world  and  the  future.  In  this  revelation 
we  have  a  moft  perfeit  fyftem  of  divine  truth 
and  moral  righteoufnefs,  far  more  excellent 
than  the  belt  inllruitions  of  the  moft  celebrated 
philofophers,  and  beyond  comparifon  more  pow¬ 
erful  on  the  mind. 
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The  power  of  this  gofpel  was  evident  imme- 
dititely  after  the  firft  publication,  in  opening  the 
eyes  oj  tnultiludcs  who  had  been  ignorant  of  the 
true  God,  and  devoted  to  the  fervice  of  idols, 
and  turning  them  from  darknefs  to  light,  and  from 
the  power  of  Satan  unto  God,  fo  that  they  receiv¬ 
ed  remiffion  of  fins,  were  cleanfed  from  the  defile¬ 
ments  of  vice,  became  holy,  and  obtained  a  title 
to  the  glorious  inheritance  of  the  faints.  It  con¬ 
quered  ftrong  prejudices,  call  down  all  proud 
imaginations  and  reafonings,  which  exalted  them- 
felves  againjl  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  brought 
into  captivity  every  thought  to  the  obedience  of  Chrijl. 
It  prevailed  more  and  more,  notwithftanding 
the  violent  oppofition  made  by  the  powers  of 
the  world;  and  numerous  converts  became 
worfiiippers  of  the  true  God,  and  obedient  to 
his  will.  And  notwithftanding  the  gradual  a- 
batement  of  that  attention  due  to  the  ffof- 
pel,  whicii  might  naturally  be  expedled  from 
length  of  time,  and  the  great  corruptions  which 
infentibly  have  been  mixed  with  original  Chrif- 
tianity,  the  proclamation  continues  to  have 
great  cftcdi  I'rom  age  to  age,  on  all  who  heark¬ 
en  to  it,  and  is  the  power  of  God  to  the  falvation 
of  every  one  W'ho  believes. 

What  proclamation  from  heaven,  how  won¬ 
derful,  important  and  powerful  foever,  can 
have  any  elfedl,  unlels  it  is  believed  }  If  we  do 
not  believe  it,  our  cale  is  the  fame  as  if  we  had 
never  heard  it.  But  our  belief  of  that  won¬ 
derful  meliligc,  brought  from  heaven  by  the  Son 
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ofGod,  muft  be  anfwerable  to  the  important 
defign  of  it;  For  according  to  our  faith,  fois 
the  effecft.  If  our  belief  of  the  glorious  gofpel 
is  weak  and  doubtful,  and  we  are  infenlible  of 
our  fins,  and  of  the  danger  of  everlafting  de- 

llruaion,  the  news  of  pardon  and  falvation  will 
be  received  with  dull  indifference.  A  procla¬ 
mation,  publifhed  every  where  by  the  higheft 
authority,  muft  certainly  demand  very  folemn 
attention.  The  contents  of  it  cannot  be  mat¬ 
ters  of  fmall  moment;  it  muft  be  defigned  to 
gain  full  credit,  and  to  anfwer  feme  great  pur- 
pofe.  In  the  very  nature  of  it,  the  accom- 
plifliment  of  the  end  propofed  muft  depend  on 
its  being  well  known,  underftood,  and  fully  be: 
lieved ;  and  for  this  reafon  the  new  teftainent 
every  where  requires  faith  as  the  firft  and 
great  thing  necellary  in  order  to  falvation. 
There  is  not  the  leaft  hint  in  the  proclamation* 
that  It  will  lave  men  whether  they. believe  it 

or  not;  but  it  worketheffaually  in  them  that 

believe  it  with  all  the  heart. 

T  7^^  knowledge  of  the  glorious  charaaers  of 
Jefus  as  the  Son  of  God,  the  Creator,  Lord  and 
heir  of  all  things,  who  came  into  the  world  as 
the  only  Redeemer  and  Saviour  of  men,  and  of- 

ered  himfelf  on  the  crofs  as  an  atoning  facri- 

fice  for  our  fins,  Ihining  clearly  into  the  niind 

cbfeas  on? "  V"'  f  the  foul  nev) 

fp/ritual  7'  It  brings 

P  &  eternal  things  into  clear  view  and 

rns  men  from  all  their  lufts  and  evil  courf- 
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es,  to  live  foberly,  righteovjly  and  godly  in  the  pri^ 
fent  world :  And  this  is  the  beginning  of  that 
falvation  which  will  be  perfected  in  heaven. 

And  now  I  beg  leave  to  mention  two  or 
three  plain  inferences  from  what  has  been  faid, 
and  conclude  with  an  addrefs  to  minifters  and 
chriftian  profefTors. 

Inf.  I.  If  the  original  proclamation  of  the 
gofpel,  publifhed  through  the  world  by  the  apof- 
ties,  contained  in  it  fomething  fo  alarming  as 
that  the  Son  oi  God  came  from  heaven  with  a 

*c 

iurprizing  mellage  of  mercy,  and  that  he  died 
on  the  crofs  for  our  fins,  and  is  now  rifen  and 
glorified  at  his  Father's  right  hand  in  heaven, 
exalted  far  above  all  principality,  and  power, 
and  might,  and  dominion,  and  every  name  that 
is  named,  not  only  in  this  world,  but  alfo  in 
that  which  is  to  come.— If  this  furprizing  proc¬ 
lamation  was  what  produced  a  moft  extraordi¬ 
nary  change  in  the  moral  ftate  of  the  world, 
which  could  not  be  eife6ted  by  all  the  learned 
labours  of  the  wifeft  men  for  many  centuries 
before  ;  how  can  they  be  thought  to  preach  the 
true  golpel,  who  degrade  the  character  of  Je- 
fus  Chrift  to  that  of  a  meer  man,  and  deprive 
him  of  that  glory  which  he  had  with  the  Father 
before  the  world,  or  angels,  or  men  exifted  ? 
They  may  allow  him  to  be  a  greater  prophet 
than  all  who  came  before  him;  to  have  deli\^- 
ered  a  more  perfeft  lyftem  of  morals  than  a- 
ny  beiore  taught ;  to  have  pra6tifed  his  own 
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precepts  in  the  nioft  exemplary  manner;  to 
have  confirmed  his  dedtrine  by  the  inoit  alcon- 
ifliing  miracles ;  and  to  have  died  a>  a  cliiiii:- 
gui/hed  martyr  for  truth  and  rigliLeouineis. 
But  all  this  tails  far  fiioii:  of  that  proclaiTiatioir 
which  the  apoftles  publifned  concerniiig  liini, 
and  would  not  have  produced  fuch  immediate 
and  marvellous  etfedts.  The  character  of  fuch 


an  extraordinary  man  miaht  excite  lome  aclrni- 


ration,  and  lead  the  wife  men  of  the  world  to 


enquire  into  the  fyftem  ofmorals  which  lie  de¬ 
livered,  compare  it  with  their  own,  and  re¬ 
ceive  it  as  a  great  improvement  in  philolophy  : 
But  it  would  not  overpower  the  mind  with  the 
irreiiftible  authority  of  a  melTenger  fent  directly 
from  heaven,  God's  agent  and  reprefentative, 
whom  he  has  employed  in  all  his  w^orks,  by 
whom  God  himfelf  fpeaks  to  men.  The  apoftles 
moft  certainly  proclaimed,  that  God,  who  at 
fiindry  times,  and  in  divers  manners  fpalie  unto  ibe 
fathers  by  the  prophets,  hath  in  thefe  lafl  daysfpoken 
U7ito  us  by  his  Son,  whom  he  bath  appointed  heir  of 
all  things,  by  whom  alfo  he  made  the  worlds.  This 
was  what  arrefted  the  attention  of  mankind. 
Take  away  this  exalted  character  of  Jefus,  and 
the  peculiar  glory  and  power  of  the  gofpel  is 
gone. 


Inf.  2.  They  who  define  the  gofpel  only  as 
a  moft  complete  fyftem  of  morality  delivered 
by  Chrift,  and  preach  it  only  in  this  view,  are 
trying  over  again  the  fame  experiment  made 
by  the  antient  philofophers,  viz,  to  petfuade 
VoL,  IV.  X 
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and  reform  men  by  rational  arguments,  and 
inftruct  them  in  the  virtues  of  focial  life.  Some 
minifters  in  the  Chriftian  church,  to  avoid  the 
Ineers  ot  deifts  at  the  peculiar  doctrines  of 
Chrifnanity  ,  and  their  contempt  of  the  clergy, 
have  feeined  willing  to  compromife  matters 
v/ith  them  on  thefe  termis ;  viz,  that  if  they 
will  agree  to  treat  the  clergy  with  decency, 
and  conlent  to  be  hearers,  they  will  engage  not 
to  offend  their  ears  with  any  difagreeable  doct¬ 
rines,  but  entertain  them  merely  with  lec¬ 
tures  on  moral  virtues.  But  however  fuch 
may  flatter  themfelves  that  they  are  minifters 
of  Chrifl,  they  have  really  given  up  the  true 
golpel,  and  very  far  advaitced  to  the  fide  of  it’s 
adverfliries* 

Inf.  3.  When  we  hear  great  complaint, 
that  vice  is  prevailing  more  and  more  in  Chrift- 
ian  countries,  we  may  conclude,  either  that  the 
golpel  is  not  generally  proclaimed  in  the  orig¬ 
inal  grandeur  of  it’s  do6trines,  with  proper  zeal 
and  conftancy  ;  or  that  the  hearers  confider  it 
as  foniething  worn  out  with  age,  have  grown 
dull  of  hearing,  and  by  long  withftanding  the 
moft  powerful  means  of  converfion  &  falvation, 
are  at  length  given  up,  in  the  righteous  judgment 
of  God^  to  hardnefs  of  heart,  and  blindnefs  of  mind, 
to  treafiire  up  wrath  againfl  the  day  of  wrath,  and 
revelation  of  the  righteous  judgment  of  God  It  is 
to  be  hoped  the  former  is  not  generally  the 
caule  of  prevailing  wickednefs  at  this  day  in  our 
o  wn  land,  however  it  may  be  in  lome  other  na- 
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tions.  And  lince  there  arc  ftill  good  numbers 
of  ferioiis  Chrifeians,  dilperied  thro’  all  our 
towns  and  parifhes,  who  appear  willing  to 
hearken  to  the  word  of  Chrirt,  and  obey  his 
commands,  we  have  reafon  to  hope  God  will 
not  wholly  forfake  us;  but  revive  his  work  in 
thefe  declining  years,  and  again  awaken  all  or- 
dersand  ages  to  attend  to  the  news  of falvatioji 
by  his  Son  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord. 

I  will  now  fay  a  word  or  two  to  my  fellow 
labourers  in  the  gorpel."^  Permit  me  to  remind 
myfeif  and  you  of  the  important  work  to  which 
we  are  called,  and  the  hope  we  have  of  good, 
fuccefs,  if  we  faithfully  preach  Chrift  Jeius  the 
Lord.  We  are  ftill  to  continue  that  Lime  proc¬ 
lamation,  which  was  at  firft  publillied  by  the 
apoftles ;  viz,  that  God  hath  exalted  that  lame 
Jefus,  who  was  crucified,  to  the  higheft  hon¬ 
ors  of  heaven,  and  that  he  was  anointed  of  God 
to  be  the  prophet,  prieft  and  king  of  his  church, 
according  to  the  feriptures  of  the  antient  pro¬ 
phets,  and  the  wonderful  atteftations  from  hea¬ 
ven  to  his  divine  and  mediatorial  charafters. 
We  muft  conftantly  affirm  that  he  is  the  Cre* 
ator  and  Lord  of  all,  and  that  he  is  the,  only  Sa¬ 
viour  from  fin  and  future  wrath.  Wc  muft  de¬ 
clare  that  when  God  beheld  the  whole  world  ly¬ 
ing  in  wickednefs,  and  ftridl  juftice  demanded 
the  deftrnction  of  the  whole  human  race  ;  when 
all  the  wifdom  of  man  could  not  clifeover  any  way 
of  deliverance,  or  reclaim  mankind  from  their 

^This  fermon  'was  preached  before  an  affociation  of  minlfl- 
ers  nut  at  CreerAand^  in  the  vicinity  of  P on tf mouthy  A'Viu- 
HampJhlrCy  May  the  9,  1792. 
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^vofuI  ftate  of  ignorance  and  alienation  from' 
iUni,  he  fo  loved  the  world  that  be  gave  his  only  be¬ 
gotten  Son,  that  whofoever  believeth  in  himfioidd 
not  penfJ),  but  have  everMing  life ;  that  he  now 
iomniands  all  men  every  where  to  repent,  plead  the 
virtue  of  the  great  lacrifice  offered  on  the  crofs 

lor  a  free  pardon,  and  heartily  commit  theni- 
IcIvcG  to  the  care  and  government  of  the  glori¬ 
ous  Saviour,  that  they  may  be  conduced  in  the 
way  oFhoIinefs  by  his  word  and  Spirit  to  ever- 
lalfing  happinefs.  V/e  muft  declare  that  the 
3.^01  a  Jefus,  having  furf'ered  on  the  crofs  for  our 
Jins,  arofe  again  from  the  dead,  afeended  into 
heaven,  liveth  forever  to  make  interceffion 
I'or  us,  and  will  come  again  at  the  laft  day  in 
the  glory  of  the  Father,  with  his  holy  angels, 
to  judge  the  world,  deftroy  his  enemies,  and  re- 
ceive  his  faithiul  clifciples  into  his  eternal  hea¬ 
ve  ni}'’  kingdom.  We  muft  repeatedly  and  con- 
fiantly  proclaim  the  glorious  charadters  of  the 
rxiviour^  and  inhfi;  on  his  high  authority,  and 
by  this  call  men  to  repentance  and  newnefs 
oi  life.  We  muft  teach  Chriftians  to  obey  their 
Lord’s  commands^  and  follow  his  perfect  cixam- 
ple,  and  urge  them,  in  confequence  of  their 
iaith,  to  ail  manner  of  holy  converfation  and 
godlineis.  Let  us  take  lieed  of  preaching  mo¬ 
rality  like  mere  philcfophers ;  but  command 
and  cxliort  Chriftians  by  '  the  Lord  Jefus^ 
that  they  walk  worthy  of  their  holy  vocation^ 
;irrJ  be  iruitful  in' every  rood  work,  iookinr 
lor  hi3ie  ''ond  coming,  tliat  tliey  may  be  found 
of  him  without  Ipot  and  biamelels.  And  Ictus 


depend  on  God  to  npike  his  golpel  the  powc 
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fill  means  of  faving  the  fouls  of  our  hearers. 
We  have  no  reafon  for  difcouragement,  while 
wc  preach  the  original  gofpel  faithfully.  We 
Hiall  he  u?ito.  God  a  fweet. favour  of  Chrift  in  them 
that  arefaved,  and  in  them  that  per  if}:).  His  word 
will  not  return  unto  him  void,  but  will  accomplifli 
the  great  delign  of  laving  all  that  believe  it; 
or  make  manifeft  the  divine  juftice  in  the  con¬ 
demnation  of  thofe  who  refufe  to  hearken  to 
the  gracious  mellagc  which  he  has  fent  by  his 
beloved  Son.  f.et  us  preach  Chrifi,  once  cru¬ 
cified,  and  now  glorified,  as  the  apoftles  did,  and 
God  will  give  us  fome  leals  of  our  miniftry  to 
crown  us  with  joy  at  the  laft  day. 

I  will  conclude  with  a  brief  addrefs,  as  a  min- 
ifter  of  Chrift,  to  all  Chriftian  profefibrs. 

We  proclaim  in  your  ears,  that  God  hath 
fent  his  Son  into  the  world  that  we  may  live 
through  him.  All  have  finned,  and  become 
guilty  of  high  offences  againft  the  King  of  hea¬ 
ven,  and  the  laws  of  his  government.  The 
hearts  of  men  are  full  of  evil,  and  the  vices  of 
the  world  openly  Ihew  the  oppofition  of  man- 
Kind  to  the  holy  nature  and  declared  will  of 
God  ;  and  he  might  juftly  have  fent  his  Son  with 
a  mellagc  of  wrath,  to  declare  his  determina¬ 
tion  to  bring  fpecdy  deffruction  upon  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  earth.  Your  own  confcien- 
ccs  tcfrify,  tiifit  yon  have  ferved  divers  luffs  and 
vanities^  and  have  tranTgreffed  againft  the  pre¬ 
cepts  ol  wifdoni  and  riahtcoufnc  Is.  The  wrath 
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of  God  is  I'cvealed  from  heaven  againft  all  tin* 
godiinefs  and  unrighteoufnefs  of  men,  who  hold 
the  truth  in  unrighteoufnefs ;  and  unlefs  you 
repent,  you  muft  certainly  perifli.  But  God  is 
willing  to  pardon  and  fave  you,  and  is  recon¬ 
ciling  the  world  to  himfelf  in  Jeius  Chrift,  the. 
Mediator  of  the  new  covenant.  He  hath  not 
fpared  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  to 
death  for  our  offences,  and  raffed  him  again 
for  our  juftification.  Juftice  and  mercy  are 
magnified  together.  He  has  given  the  full- 
eft  teftimony  againft  fin  in  the  fufferings  of  bis 
well  beloved  Son,  when  onr  iniquities  were  laid 
upon  him ;  and  promifed  remiffion  of  fins  for 
his  fake  to  all  that  truft  in  the  facrifice  which 
he  has  offered.  He  calls  you  to  confefs  your 
fins  with  godly  forrow,  renounce  them,  and  be¬ 
come  fervants  of  righteoufnefs,  and  have  your 
fruit  unto  holinefs,  that  the  end  may  be  eternal 
life.  See  that  you  refufe  not  to  hearken  to 
the  glorious  melTengcr  fent  from  heaven.  Be¬ 
lieve  and  obey  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  and  you 
will  be  delivered  from  wrath,  and  obtain  eternal 
falvation  in  heaven.  But  how  can  you  cfcapc,  if 
you  negleft  and  defpife  a  Saviour  of  luch  an 
exalted  characler,  and  go  on  ftill  in  your  evil 
ways  Turn  ye,  turn  ye,  why  will  ye  die.f^  If 
any  of  you  have  believed  the  gofpef  with  all 
the  heart,  depart  from  all  iniquity,  manifeft 
your  faith  by  obferving  all  things  whatfoever 
Chrift  has  commanded.  He  is  your  glorious 
king,  and  you  muft  honour  and  obey  him  :  His 
government  is  wife  and  juft,  and  all  hs  fervants 
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efteem  themfelves  happy  in  their  ablolute  fub- 
jeftion  to  him.  Never  periuade  yourfelves  you 
have  attained  to  the  faith  required,  unleis  the 
great  defign  of  the  golpel  proclamation  is  an- 
fwered.  You  are  called  to  attend  to  it,  that 
you  may  be  faved  from  your  fins,  and  live  un¬ 
to  God ;  and  this  is  the  efifea  of  that  faith  which 
faves  men.  You  are  called  to  glory  and  vir¬ 
tue  ;  to  feek  glory,  honour,  and  immortality 
by  patient  continuance  in  well  doing  :  and  the 
more  you  abound  in  every  good  work,  fo  much 
the  firmer  will  your  aflurance  be  that  you  fliall 
never  fall,  but  have  an  entrance  adminiftered 
abundantly  into  the  everlafting  kingdom  of 
ourLord  andSaviour  Jefus  Chrift, 

God  grant  that  Chrift’s  minifters  and  people 
may  be  acknowledged  by  him  at  his  appearing, 
and  rejoice  together  in  his  prelence  forever# 
Amen, 
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For  David,  after  he  had ferved  his  own  generation 
hy  the  zvill  of  God,  fell  onfleep,  and  was  laid  unto 
his  fathers^  and  faw  corrupiion. 


Paul,  that  eminent  apoftle  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
having  an  opportunity  ci  preaching  the  goE 
pel  at  Antioch  in  Pilidia,  in  a  fynagogue  of  the 
Jews,  reafons  from  the  fcriptures,  and  by  feve- 
ral  remarkable  paflages  clearly  proves,  that, 
God  had  raifed  up  a  Saviour,  J  el  us,  the  pronN 
ifed  fon  of  David ;  and  declares  that  after  his 


^  This  feriTJon  was  preached  at  Haaiptonfahs,  Jan  22, 
17B6  ;  being  the  Lord’s  day  fcllov/ing  after  the  funeral 
of  Mkshech  Vi/EARE  Efq.  Prefuient  of  the  State  of 
hsew-Hamplliire,  whefe  charadfer  was  inierted  but  now 
is  omitted,  as  the  fubjett  is  defigned  for  more  aeneral  ufe 
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crucifixion  by  the  malice  of  the  jewifii  elders^ 
God  had  railed  him  from,  the  dead,  and  fent  the 
word  of  ialvation  both  to  Jews  and  Gentiles, 
promifing  to  all  believers  juftification  unto  life 
eternal. 

In  the  courlc  of  his  argument  he  takes  par¬ 
ticular  notice  of  two  or  three  remarkable  pafl- 
ages  in  the  old  teltament,  which  plainly  fpeak 
of  the  Mefiias.  His  firft  quotation  is  from 
the  leconcl  plalm  ;  where  the  eternal  Father, 
Ipeaking  of  the  Meffias,  lays,  Tbou  art  my  Son, 
this  day  have  I  ‘begotten  thee  :  This  he  brings  as 
plainly  implying  the  high  dignity  of  God’s  a- 
noirited  above  all  creatures,  and  alfo  his  endlefs 
life,  or  fiire  recovery  from  death  and  the  grave 
to  lupereminent  glory  in  God  s  prefence.  He 
then  produces  another  pafTage  from  Ifa.  Iv.  3. 
where  God  fays  by  the  prophet.  Incline  your  ear, 
and  come  unto  me ;  hear,  and  your  foul  foall  live ; 
and  Ivjill  make  an  everlafling  covenant  xmth  you,  e- 
ven  the  Jure  mercies  of  David ;  and  then  goes 
on  to  deicribe  the  Mefiias  as  a  leader  and  com¬ 
mander  of  the  people  fent  from  heaven.  This 
text  the  apoftle  mentions  as  implying,  that  the 
Meffias  was  to  be  a  perfon  on  whom  all  man¬ 
kind  might  depend, even  to  the  end  of  the  world, 
for  the  enjoyment  of  all  bleffings,  and  unerring 
condubf  in  the  way  to  eternal  happinefs  ;  which 
could  not  be  true,  if  that  great  perlon  was  to 
be  a  mere  man,  liable,  equally  with  earthly 
inonarchs,  to  be  ftript  ot  all  dignity  and  autho¬ 
rity  by  death.  Then  laftly,  he  refers  his  hear- 
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ers  to  thofe  words  in  the  lixteenth  Plains,  FcJ' 
iboii  unit  ?wt  leave  my  foul  in  hell^  neither  wilt  iho 
fujfer  thine  Holy  One  to  fee  corruption.  As  lhi« 
text  was  generally  underftood  by  the  jcvvilJ? 
Rabbies  of  that  day  to  have  refpeit  to  the  Me^“ 
iias,  the  apoftle  prefles  it  upon  them,  as  evi¬ 
dently  implying  thathewasto  iufter  death; 
but  that  he  fliould  not  fee  corruption,  but  be 
raifed  from  the  grave  by  the  divine  power,  in 
a  manner  which  Ihould  diftinguifii  him  from  all 
other  men.  And  to  prevent  eveiy  evafion  of 
this  capital  argument,  he  particularly  ‘proves 
that  David  could  notbe  fuppofed  tolpcakthefe 
things  of  hirnfelf;  becaule  if  he  had  reference 
to  his  own  exemption  from  the  corruption  of 
the  grave,  and  his  reftoration  from  the  ftate  of 
the  dead,  what  he  faid  was  plainly  proved  falle 
by  the  event :  For  however  great  and  good  a 
man  he  was,  and  however  favoured  by  heaven, 
he  was  not  in  any  refpedl  exempted  from  the 
common  law  of  mortality ;  but  having  been  a 
dervant  to  the  will  of  God  in  his  own  generati¬ 
on,  he  fell  afleep  in  death,  was  buried  in  the  fe- 
pulchre  of  hie  fathers,  and  like  them  cor¬ 
rupted  in  the  grave  without  a  releale.  There¬ 
fore  the  apoftle’s  inference  was  undeniably  juft  , 
that  thefe  words  are  not  applicable  to  any  other 
perfon  than  that  Jefus,  who  was  railed  from 
the  dead  by  divine  powder,  before  he  had  leen 
corruption,  of  which  ftift  all  the  apoftles  were 
appointed  to  be  fpecial  witneftes. 

t..  The  defign  and  connexion  of  our  text  appears 
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by  what  has  been  obferved :  But  I  fliall  not 
coniider  it  in  an  argumentative  view.  The 
limple  aflirniation  of  what  was  plainly  verified 
in  David,  is  fufficient  to  afford  us  very  ufeful 
inftrucitions  as  to  the  life  and  death  of  the  molt 
eminent  men.  While  they  live,  they  ferve 
their  own  generation  by  the  will  of  God  ;  or,  as 
the  greek  may  as  well  be  tranllated,  they  min- 
ifier  to  the  will  of  God  in  their  own  generati¬ 
on  ;  and  then  tall  alleep  in  death,  are  laid  unto 
their  fathers,  and  fee  corruption.  If  we  attend 
to  the  text,  and  digeft  it  well  on  our  thoughts, 
it  teaches  us  our  duty  in  life ;  our  true  hon¬ 
our  and  happinefs ;  what  forms  a  great  and  good 
character  meriting  univerfal  efteem  ;  how  lim¬ 
ited  our  time  of  fervice  in  this  world ;  and 
v/hat  realon  we  have  to  rejoice  that  the  gofpel 
loftens  down  the  terrifying  idea  of  death,  by 
the  aflurance  of  a  refurredtion  of  the  dead  • 
that  notwithftanding  the  moft  eminent  fei'vants 
ol  God  mull  fee  corruption,  they  only  fall  a- 
fleep,  to  awake  at  the  lalt  day,  and  live  forever 
with  Chrift. 

I.  We  may  obferve  in  our  text,  what  is  our 
duty  in  life,  viz,  to  ferve  our  own  generation 
by  the  will  of  God ;  or,  in  another  conftruc- 
tion  of  the  words,  to  minifter  to  the  will  of 
•  God  in  our  own  generation ;  and  that  this  is 
pur  true  honor,  as  great  a  charadter  as  we  cau 
aim  at. 

% 

iivery  man  has  fome  part  of  fervice  to  per- 
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form  for  the  bonefit^of  the  world  in  his  own 
dav.  God,  who  originally  fixed  the  confti^u- 
tion  and  order  of  things,  requires  every  man 
to  aft  in  fubfervicncy  to  the  general  plan,  and 
do  every  duty  for  which  he  is  qualified,  and 
which  arifes  from  our  various  lituations,  con- 
rieftions  and  fuborclinations  in  life. 

Whether  we  pay  regard  to  God  the  univer- 
ial  King,  and  perform  the  work  which  we  have 
to  do  in  the  world  as  his  iervants,  with  rever¬ 
ence  of  his  authority,  and  a  defire  of  his  appro¬ 
bation  ;  or  from  no  other  views  than  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  our  own  comfort  and  pleafure,  and  fe- 
cure  the  advantages  of  focial  intercourfe  with 
mankind ;  we  find  it  neceffary  to  be  employed 
in  one  way  or  another,  and  cannot  pais  thro’ 
life  wholly  unaftive. 

Tliere  are  indeed  fome  perfons  who  feem  to 
have  come  into  the  world  for  almoft  nofervice* 
They  fpend  their  days  in  folly  and  idlenefs, 
make  no  good  improvement  of  the  powers  of 
body  or  mind,  pay  little  attention  to  their  own 
intereft  in  any  refpeft,  and,  after  having  made 
their  appearance  among  mankind  for  a  time, 
jufi:  to  fill  up  an  empty  place,  die  unlamented, 
and  are  inrmediately  forgotten,  as  if  they  had 
never  been.  But  he  that,  in  the  lowefi;  fitua- 
tion  of  life,  contributes  the  fmalleft  part  to 
the  general  bufinefs  of  the  world,  to  the  utmoft 
of  his  talents  and  opportunities,  fo  far  minifters 
to  the  will  ol  God,  and  aniwers-the  purpofes  of 
liis  nrefent  cxiftence. 
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The  world  in  general  is  continually  in  aftion 
engaged  in  a  vaft  diverfity  of  labors  and  defigns ; 
in  providing  thenecellaries  of  life,  purfuingcon- 
veniences,  or  luxurious  and  pleafurable  grati¬ 
fications,  cultivating  the  ground,  carrying  on 
manufactures  and  mechanical  arts,  and  mana¬ 
ging  the  various  branches  of  commerce;  orin- 
riching  their  minds  with  treafures  of  knowledge, 
and  tracing  the  boundlefs  openings  of  fcience  ; 
or  engaging  in  the  many  public  offices  neceffa- 
13*  foi  the  M  eifare  of  civil  and  religious  fociety 
<.uid  n^unaging  tue  arduous  affairs  of  kingdoms, 

■  It  is  impofiible  for  multitudes  to  live  toge¬ 
ther  in  fafety  and  comfort  without  the  form  & 
order  of  civil  locietvu  The  providence  of  God 
points  out  the  necefiity.of  government;  the 
world  in  general  is  feniible  of  it ;  and  tho’  ty¬ 
ranny  often  ulurps  the  place  of  rational  autho- 
y£t  men  willingly  fubmit  to  the  heavieft 
yoice,  rather  than  fufier  the  miferable  confe- 
i^uences  of  anarchy  by  the  diffolution  of  govern¬ 
ment.  But  when  civil  fociety  is  formed  on 
rational  principles,  plainly  tending  to  promote 
the  happincls  of  the  whole  body,  it  refembles 
the  order  which  takes  place  among  the  angels 
of  lieaven,  and  the  fupreme  government  of  the 
King  of  kings;  and  every  man  who  fills  a 
fiation  of  eminence  in  fuch  a  government,  and 
difcliarges  the  duties  of  it  wifely  and  faithfully, 
merits  high  efteem  and  honor.  Civil  rulers, 
in  exalted’  flations,  who  ufe  their  autliorit}"  for 
'f  terror  to  rod  doers,  and  an  encouragement  is 
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them  that  do  well,  are  as  gods  to  their  fellow 
men;  and,  to  excel  in  communicating  the 
bleffings  of  good  government  to  the  multitudes 
of  mankind,  deferves  far  greater  renown  than 
that  of  mighty  heroes,  whofe  only  glory  was 
that  they  deluged  the  earth  in  blood,  and  tri¬ 
umphed  in  the  diftreffes  of  their  fellow  mor¬ 
tals. 

The  military  man  performs  a  neceffiiry  and 
honorable  part,  and  muft  rife  high  in  the  ef- 
teem  of  his  country,  when  he  employs  his  mar¬ 
tial  courage  and  Ikill  to  defend  jt  from  unpro¬ 
voked  hoftile  invaiions  and  depredations.  So 
long  as  the  lufts  of  men  are  warring  within 
them,  and  breaking  thro’  all  reftraints,  nations, 
as  well  as  individuals,  will  commence  enemies 

t 

to  each  other,  and  from  time  to  time  fill  the 
world  with  the  din  of  arms;  No  nation  can  be 
fecure  of  uninterrupted  peace ;  and  to  be  al¬ 
ways  prepared  to  repel  invaders,  is  the  fureft 
way  to  keep  all  enemies  at  a  diftance.  Thei'e- 
fore  the  virtues  of  a  great  general,  whofe  mar¬ 
tial  ardor  is  infpired  by  love  to  his  country, 
direfted  by  fuperior  wifdom  and  prudence,  and 
tempered  with  all  the  feelings  of  humanity  and 
principles  of  jullice,  cannot  fail  to  place  him  in 
a  very  exalted  point  of  view,  both  to  his  coun¬ 
try  and  the  world  ;  For  he  lerves  his  genera¬ 
tion  in  matters  of  great  concern,  in  detending' 
liberty,  property,  and  life,  while  he  expofeth 
himfelf  to  every  hardlhip  and  danger ;  and  his 
officers  and  foldicrs  claim  lome  llnire  in  hi'^ 
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honoi*,  as  far  as  they  copy  the  fame  characters. 
Who  can  rival  the  dignity  of  a  WASHING¬ 
TON,  whofe  patriotifm  was  completely  difin- 
terefted,  and  in  whom  all  excellencies  united  to 
fave  thefe  american  States  ? 

The  minifters  of  juftice  alfo,  and  all  fubordi- 
nate  officers  of  civil  fociety,  who  affill  in  pro¬ 
moting  the  important  ends  of  government,  and 
exte-nd  it’s  falutary  influence  through  all  par¬ 
ticular  bodies  and  orders  of  people,  are  fixed  by 
divine  providence  in  their  feveral  ports  of  fer- 
vice,  that  they  may  accomplifh  the  will  of  God, 
and  do  good  in  their  generation  by  fecuring 
the  peace  and  order  of  the  world. 

Likewife  men  of  fuperior  learning,  who  car¬ 
ry  arts  andfciences  to  greater  perfeftion  among 
mankind,  and  enrich  the  world  with  new  difco- 
veries,  and  all  the  uleful  improvements  of  geni¬ 
us;  whether  they  are  employed  in  the  inftruc- 
tion  of  youth,  or  as  divines,  phylicians,  or  law- 
yers,do  great  fervice  in  their  generation,  when 
they  diredt  their  learning  to  the  glory  of  God, 
and  the  benefit  of  men. 

The  merchant  ferves  his  generation  agree¬ 
ably  to  the  will  of  God,  by  the  prudent,  honeft, 
and  induftrious  management  of  that  commerce' 
which  encourages  agriculture  and  all  kinds  of 
labor,  and  fupplies  us  with  every  comfort  and 
convenience  of  life. 

Tradfcmen  of  almofi  every  fort,  who  dili- 
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and  honeftly  purfue  their  levcral  oceu 
pations^  are  iikewUe  to  be  conlklered  as  ininil ' 
’tring  to  the  divine  wilJ,  by  promoting  the 
wile  deligns  of  his  good  providence  in  their  day.  ‘ 
Their  various  callings  arc  necehary  ibr  tlie 
general  benelit  of  the  worldy  and  he,  who  by 
infinite  wifdom  orders  all  the  albairs  of  men, 
hath  appointed  them  to  thefc  dilierent  employ¬ 
ments. 

The  hime  maybe  faidof  thofe  whofe burincis 
is  on  the  Teas,  who  hazard  their  lives  to  main¬ 
tain  an  intercourfe  among  the  nations,  or  by 
the  toils  of  the  fifhery  bring  in  the  wealth  of 
the  ocean;  and  likewife  offuchas  by  daily  la¬ 
bor  on  the  land  procure  their  neceilary  lupport, 
and  aHift  in  the  bufmefs  of  the  world.  All  thefe 
are  ufeful  in  their  generation.  No  man  is  to 
be  defpiled  who  acts  his  part  well,  and  improves 
his  natural  powers  in  that  way  which  provi¬ 
dence  has  pointed  out  to  Him,  tlio’  in  the  low- 
ell  ferviccs  of  the  great  family. 

The  hufbandman,  however  his  employment 
may  be  defpifedby  men  ot  pride  and  plealurc, 
is  doing  that  work  for  which  man  was  original- 
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iy  deligned.  Adam  was  fent  into  the  garden  of 
Eden  to  drefs  and  keep  it,  and  was  command¬ 
ed  to  replenihi  the  earth  and  fubdue  it.  Out 
of  the  ground  God  caufcvS  every  thing  to  grow 
which  is  neceilary  for  food,  and  hath  made  all 
men  dependent  on  the  iacreafe  of  the  field  : 
it  is  the  fupport  of  kings,  as  well  as  the  lower 
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ranks  of  men  ^  and  without  the  continual  la-* 
bois  01  the  fai’mer^  all  mult  foon  perifh  under 
the  curfe  pronounced  on  the  earth  in  confe- 
(]uencc  of  the  entrance  of  fin.  Far  the  greater 
part  of  men  are  called  to  this  primitive  employ¬ 
ment;  and  It  might  greatly  increafe  the  happi- 
nefsofthe  nations,  if  multitudes,  who  are  now 
buly  only  in  miniftring  to  the  moft  foolifli  and 
pernicious  luxuries  of  the  world,  could  be  indu¬ 
ced  to  quit  their  bufy  idlenefs  for  the  ufeful 
employment  of  tilling  the  ground,  which,  in 
It's  very  nature,  is  free  from  temptations  to 
vice,  and  friendly  to  virtue  and  religion. 
Therefore  let  not  the  farmer  be  afliamed  of 
his  employment,  or  envy  the  inhabitants  of  po¬ 
pulous  cities,  as  living  an  cafier  life,  and  enjoy¬ 
ing  more  pleafure  ;  but  be  content  with  the 
bleffings  with  which  God  rewards  his  labors, 
and  thankful  that  he  hath  every  thing  neceffa- 
ly  for  his  comfort,  and  power  to  contribute 
his  part  towards  the  expences  of  fociety,  and 
the  fupport  of  the  world. 

While  we  ferve  our  generation  in  any  fuch 
ways  as  have  been  mentioned,  we  are  minift¬ 
ring  to  the  will  of  God,  as  fervants  under  him 
to  do  what  he,  who  governs  all  things,hath  made 
neccllary  for  the  general  order  and  benefit  of 
mankind.  The  divine  will  hath  appointed,  and 
continually  regulates,  the  frame  and  all  the 
movements  of  the  univerfe ;  every  relation 
and  connexion  ofluiman  affairs  ;  and  every  part 
which  is  proper  to  be  afted  among  the  many 
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wiillions  who  inhabit  this  globe;  and  every 
thing  is  balanced  fo  as  may  bed  concur  with  the 
great  ends  of  his  univerial  empire  :  Nor  can 
thefe  ends  be  defeated  by  the  weaknefs  or  wick- 
ednefs  of  men  ;  but  his  wifdom,  goodnefs  and^ 
juftice  will  be  manifefteH  in  the  final  iflne  ol 
things. 

But  if  we  confider  our  relation  to  another 
world,  and  would  hope  for  a  reward  herealter 
for  all  our  fervice  in  the  prefent  world,  we  myft 
govern  our  conduft,  even  in  the  common  con¬ 
cerns  of  life,  by  a  religious  regard  to  God,  and 
a  fincere  habitual  delire  to  do  every  thing  a- 
greeable  to  his  will.  All  Chriftians  ought  to 
obferve  that  apoftolic  diredlion  :  Wl^etbcr  there¬ 
fore  ye  eat,  or  drink,  or  whatfoever  ye  do,  do  all  to 
the  glory  of  God.  We  belong'  to  Chrift,  and 
muft  be  devoted  to  his  fervice,  who  hath  re* 
deemed  us  by  his  own  moll  precious  blood  :  and, 
aiming  to  know  the  whole  compafs  of  our  duty 
in  life,  we  muft  attend,  not  only  to  the  more 
immediate  exerciies  ofgodlinefs,  but  to  every 
part  of  that  work  to  which  we  are  called  in 
common  life,  according  to  our  feveral  Itations 
and  capacities.  Whether  our  talents  are  more 
orlefs,  they  mult  be  faithfully  improved.  He 
that  hath  but  one,  muft  not  neglccl  it ;  and  he 
to  whom  God  hath  given  greater  abilities,  and 
^vho  is  called  to  more  difficult  and  diftinguilliing 
fervices,  muft  not  decline  the  labor,  but  do  his 
work  with  a6livity  and  patience  ;  not  merely 
with  a  view  of  gaining  human  applaufe,  but 
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that  he  may  have  his  mailer’s  approbation,  when 

le  IS  called  to  give  an  account  of  him^lf  to 
Ood. 

* 

This  was  the  great  honor  of  David  and  Solo.- 
mon,  that  they  were  obedient  to  God’s  will 
and  lought  his  glory.  This  adds  peculiar  luf- 
tre  to  the  charaaer  of  fuch  as  are  in  elevated 
nations.  1  he  fear  of  God  gives  the  great  and 
good  man  aaivity,  firmnefs  of  mind,  courage 
in  the  greatefc  difficulties,  and  patience  and  per- 
leverance  in  the  moil  arduous  labors ;  and 
raues  him  equally  above  the  flatteries  andcen- 
lures  of  the  world  ;  By  this  even  our  common 
employments  become  afts  of  religion  ;  and  dili¬ 
gence  and  fidelity,  even  in  the  loweil  bufinefs  of 

this  life,  will  fecure  the  rewards  of  the  future 
world. 

What  has  been  faid  prepares  the  way  for  the 
farther  inftrudlions  contained  in  the  text  ; 
therefore  I  ihall  now  lay  before  you  a  fecond 
oblervation,  viz. 

11.  That  we  have  a  very  limited  time  offer- 

vice  in  this  world,  and  muft  foon  be  gathered 

to  our  fathers^  and  lee  corruption  in  the 
grave. 


I  he  inliabi  tants  of  this  earth  remain  the  fame 
but  a  Diort  fpace  of  time;  they  are  continued 
by  a  conilant  iuccellion  of  generations.  One 
guicjation  pajfetb  a'way^  lays  the  royal  preacher^ 
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and  another  generation  cometh  ;  but  the  earth  ab id- 
eth  forever.  There  are  now  hundreds  ot  milli¬ 
ons  of  men  living  on  this  globe,  all  buiily  em¬ 
ployed,  and  as  thoughtlefs  of  any  change  as  if 
their  relidence  were  fix’d  here  forever.  \  et  it 
is  evident,  by  repeated  oblervations  on  the 
numbers  of  deaths  and  births  in  populous  plac¬ 
es,  that,  taking  one  with  another,  the  life  ot  man 
is  finilh’d  in  about  forty  years,  and  that  the 
whole  number  of  the  inhabitants  is  changed  in 
that  fhort  period,  &  a  new  generation  appears  on 
the  ftage.  '  We  ourf elves,  who  have  by  divine 
ffoodnefs  continued  in  the  bulineis  of  the  world 
forty  or  fifty  years,  may  plainly  obferve  in  the 
places  which  we  have  known,  how  the  fathers 
are  generally  gone,  and  a  young  multitude  is 
rifen  up  in  their  room.  Yet  the  affairs  ot  the 
world  keep  their  courie  ;  as  foon  as  one  man  is 
called  off  from  his  ftation  by  death,  another 
takes  his  place,  and  all  the  de^iigns  of  providence 
and  grace  are  carried  on  by  a  fuccellion  of  in- 
ftruments. 


Therefore  men  can  only  ferve  God  in  their 
own  generation.  They  are  called  to  work  in 
their  own  day,  until  the  night  of  death  comcs^ 
when  their  labor  is  over.  David  was  raifed  tc 
the  throne,  to  complete  the  conqueftof  the  c- 
nemiesof  Ifrael,  perfect  the  government  which 
God  had  eftablifhed  among  them,  and  prepare 
the  rich  materials  for  a  magnificent  temple, 
that  the  name  of  Jehovah  might  be  univcrfallv 
know'i  and  glorified  among  the  Gentiles, 
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Great  was  the  work  which  he  accomplifhed, 
and  he  had  the  honor  of  being  a  remarkable 
type  and  progenitor  of  the  expeaed  ^Saviour 
ol  Ilrael .  But  liis  day  at  length  was  fini/hed  r 
Tho’  he  reigned  forty  years,  and  was  conftant- 
ly  aaive  in  war  and  government,  yet  nature 
could  not  hold  out  longer,  and  he  yielded  his 
crown  with  all  it’s  cares  to  his  fon,  and  fell  a- 
lleep  in  death.  The  fame  period  of  years  fin- 
ifhed  the  glory  of  Solomon’s  reign,  bro’t  on 
an  unhappy  change  in  the  kingdom,  and  made 
way  for  a  leries  of  national  calamities.  Thus 
all  the  following  kings  afted  their  fcveral  parts ; 
fome  well,  many  ofthem  very  wickedly ;  and  di¬ 
ed,  fome  with  honor,  after  having  done  many 
wdrthy  things ;  others,  with  infamy,  having 
been  guilty  of  the  greateft  crimes,  and  leaders  in 
the  corruption  of  religion.  The  antient  pro¬ 
phets  were  fent,  one  after  another,  as  melien- 
gers  of  God  to  his  people ;  and  when  they  had 
tinilhed  their  teftimony,  were  called  away  by 
death.  And  the  apoftles  of  our  Lord  Jefus  in 
a  few  years  accomplifhed  their  miniftry,  and 
left  the  churches  to  be  taken  care  of  and  con- 
tinned  thro’  all  future  ages  by  a  fucceffion  of 
pallors.  Thus  we  lee  all  focieties  going  on 
continually,  all  offices  in  kingdoms  and  ftates 
changing  from  hand  to  hand,  as  death  puts  an 
end  to  the  fervice  of  one,  and  then  of  another. 
None  are  fuffered  to  continue  long,  cither  in 
public  or  private  life. 

1  hat  fentence,  Du(l  fhou  art,  and  vnio  dujt- 
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fialt  tbou  return,  extends  to  every  defcendant 
from  Adamj  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor.  The 
empire  of  death  is  univerfal ;  it  has  a  commif- 
fion  againll  the  wife,  the  noble,  and  mighty,  as 
well  as  againll  the  lower  clalfes  of  men,  often 
arrells  them  in  an  unexpefted  hour,  in  the  midlt 
of  flattering  fchemes  and  opening  profpe6ts, 
and  lays  them  in  the  dull. 

H  uman  life  once  had  a  long  period  of  many 
hundred  years ;  but  it  gave  encouragement  to 
an  univerfal  fpread  of  wickednefs>  which,  in 
righteous  judgment,  God  punilhed  by  deftroy- 
ing  the  world  with  a  flood*  Therefore  when 
the  earth  was  reftored,  and  proper  time  allow¬ 
ed  for  repeopling  it,  the  great  Lord  of  all 
duced  the  life  of  man  to  the  prefent  contracted 
meaiure.  And  now  the  days  of  our  years  are 
threefcore  years  and  ten ;  and  if  by  re  of  on  ofUrengtb 
they  be  f ourf core  years ^  yet  is  their  Jlrength  labor  and 
forrow ;  for  it  is  foo?i  cut  off,  and  we  fee  away. 
But  even  of  this  fhort  courfe  of  years  we  have 
no  affurance.  Very  few  continue  to  fuch  ad¬ 
vanced  age ;  our  bodies  are  fubjeCled  to  a  mul¬ 
titude  of  fatal  difeafes,  which  at  the  eariieft 
years  may  finifli  our  life.  Neither  are  we  fe- 
cure  a  day  or  a  moment  from  fome  fudden  at¬ 
tack  of  our  grand  enemy,  which,  without  warn¬ 
ing,  may  join  us  with  the  congregation  of  the 
dead. 

When  we  look  back,  how  foon  have  we  run 
thro  our  early  youth  !  How  loeedily  have  we 
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pafs’d  along  to  thirty,  forty,  or  fifty  years! 
And  liow  very  fliort  does  all  our  part  life  ap¬ 
pear  !  We  comprehend  the  whole  of  it  in  one 
glance  oftho  t  j  it  is  as  yefterday  when  it  is  naft,' 
or  the  dream  ot  a  night,  ora  tale  that  is  told. 
And  it  we  look  forward,  and  number  our  re¬ 
maining  days  with  wifdom,uve  thall  fum  up  the 
account  in  the  fame  concife  manner,  and  be 
ready  to  join  heartily  with  the  pfalmift,  and  fay, 
days  (ITS  an  hand-brcadtb ^  and  ininc  age  as  no¬ 
thing  before  thee  ;  verily  every  man  at  his  bejl  ejlate 
in  altogether  vanity. 

When  our  minds  and  hands  are  engaged  in 
bufineis  which  we  are  earneft  to  finifli^  time 
paiths  away  Iwitter  than  we  are  aware.  We 
find  it  is  gone  before  the  work  is  acccoinplifli- 
ed,  and  fee  the  necellity  of  improving  every 
moment.  J uft  lo^  if  our  hearts  are  intent  upon 
ferving  God  and  our  generation,  we  fliall  think 
life  very  fliort,  and  lee  the  neceffity  of  doing 
with  our  might  whatever  our  hands  find  to  do. 
Our  day  will  loon  be  over.  It  highly  concerns 
us  to  make  the  heft  improvement  of  life,  that 
we  may  not  lofe  the  reward  of  good  fervants. 
It  requires  much  time,  at  firft,  to  furnifli  our- 
lelves  for  any  diltinguifhing  fervices.  Know,- 
lege  is  acquired  by  continual  ftudy,  obfervation 
and  experience.  We  can  fcarcely  perform 
great  things,  until  we  have  advanced  to  the 
midfe  of  life  ;  and  then,  as  foon  as  we  feelfome 
ftrength  of  mind  to  difeharge  the  duties  of  more 
important  ftatiens,  the  fymptoms  of  natural 
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decay  begin  to  come  on;  and  beiore  we  cnn 
proceed  far  in  the  greater  labors  of  lii'e  for  f  lic 
glory  of  God  and  the  good  ofiiiankind,  old 
with  all  it^s  infirmities  weakens  our  poweis^ 
and  hallens  us  to  the  end  of  our  work. 


Where  are  all  our  fathers^  who  a  Few  years 
ago  wercbiify  as  we  are  in  ail  the  aiiiurs  ci‘ tlie 
world  They  are  gone  !  The  dufl  is  relumed  to 
thediift^  as  itivas;  and  the  fpirit  to  God  ivho  gave 
it.  They  refl:  in  tlieir  graves^  and  at  the  rC’ 
fnrreflion  will  recieve  the  due  reward  of  their 
labors.  And  our  bodies  mud  Ihortiy  be  laki 
with  them,  and  their  whole  curious  form  and 
texture  fufFer  a  dilFolution.  The  grave  is  the 
hoiife  appointed  for  all  living.  In  a-iliort  time 
we  ail  (hall  be  lodged  in  that  dark  abode.  Let 
us  frequently  entertain  thefe  fober  thot’s,  and 
refolve  to  improve  the  thort  day  of  life  with 
the  greateiL  diligence;,  that  we  may  iiniili  well 
the  work  now  affigned  us ;  and  io  be  ready  to 
depart,  and  die  in  the  joyful  hope  of  an  admiili-' 
on  into  the  glorious  fociety  of  heaven,  and  of 
obtaining  the  honor  and  felicity  of  GcdL  eter¬ 


nal  kingdom. 


For  our  comfort  under  juft  apprcl'icnfions  c  L 
the  Ihort  time  to  which  our  fervices  are  limit- 
ed,  wc  will  now  attend  to  the  lail  head  of  in- 
ftruftion  deduced  flora  the  text,  viz. 


III.  That  we  have'rcafon  to  rejoice  !luit  llic 
golpel  ioftenr,  down  the  dreadful  idea  of  death, 
VoL. 


IV. 


.1 

X  ^  it 
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by  aniiring  us  of  the  refurredion  of  the  dead ; 
that  tho’  the  moft  eminent  fervants  of  God  mult 
iee  corruption/ yet  it  may  with  propriety  be 
affirmed,  that  they  only  fall  aflecp,  to  awake  a-, 
gain  at  the  laft  day,  and  live  for-ever  with 
Chrift. 


If  death  were  the  total  deftruction  of  man, 
ot  his  nobler  part  together  with  his .  bodily 
frame,  and  no  profpeft  of  a  future  life  had  been 
opened  to  us,  no  words  cou’d  be  fufficient  to 
perluade  us  to  conlider  it  in  a  friendly  view,  and 
banifh  our  dread.  To  beings  who  are  contin¬ 
ually  extending  their  delircs  and  hopes,  and 
cannot  be  fatisfied  with  the  prefent  moment  of 
enjoyment,  but  always  conneft  it  with  the  tho't 
of  it's  continuance,  and  anticipations  of  good 
things  yet  to  come,  it  muft  be  fliocking  to  con- 
lidcr,  that  the  whole  of  life  is  but  a  delufivc 
dream,  which  will  foon,  and  mayfuddenly,  end 
in  abiolute  non~exiftence,  without  leaving  the 
leaft  trace  behind  :  nor  would  the  diflieartening 
idea  admit  of  any  palliation.  Yet  it  feems  e- 
vident  from  the  fcriptural  account  of  the  prim¬ 
itive  ftate,  and  the  condition  on  which  life  and 
happinefs  depended,  that  the  threatening  of 
death  imulied  the  total  deftruftion  of  the  firft 

*  i 

pair,  and  in  them  the  whole  intended  race. 
We  have  reafon  to  luppole  this  would  have 
been  really  the  effeft  of  the  ientence  pronounc¬ 
ed  upon  man  after  he  had  finned,  that  it  would 
immediately  have  reduced  him  to  non-exif- 
tence,  if  Jefus  the  Son  of  God,  the  fecond 
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Adanbhad  not  been  conftituted  a  new  bead  of  the 
human  race  ;  who  in  the  fnm  adum- 

ed  our  flcfli  and  blood,  and  humbled  himlen  by 
fafferine;  death,  that  he  might  obtain  a 
plete  triumph  over  this  formidable  enemy  ot 
our  nature,  by  his  refurredion  from  the  dead, 
and  give  us  an  aifurance  of  final  deliverance 
from  it’s  power.  What  idea  cou’d  Adam  have 
of  death  but  what  he  would  naturally  conceive 
from  th;  death  of  any  infed  which  might  be 
crufhed  under  his  feet  ?  He  muft  fuppofe  there 
was  an  end  of  it’s  exiftence,  and  that  to  him 
death  would  be  the  fame.  He  could  know  no¬ 
thing  of  a  refurredion  ;  for  this  comes  by  Chnfc, 
the  new  head  of  mankind,  astheapoftle  plainly 
affirms,!  Cor.  15.  21,22-  Forfincebyman 
came  death,  by  man  came  aljo  the  refurrccticn  of  the 
dead.  For  as  in  Adam  all  die,  even  fo  in  Chrfi 
fhall  all  be  made  alive.  But  if  Adam  could  know 
nothing  of  the  refurredion,  he  cou’d  entertain 
no  expedtation  of  exiftence  in  a  futin  e  hate  ; 
for  this  hope  is  introduced  folcly  by  the  relur- 
redion  of  Chrift,  and  depends  on  the  certainty 
of  the  refurredion  of  our  bodies,  in  confe- 
qucnce  of  a  promife  given  by  our  Lord  Jeius, 
agreeably  to  the  fame  apoftle’s  argument  from 
the  twelfth  to  the  twentieth  vei'fe  of  the  fore- 
mentioned  chapter.  All  our  hope  ot  eternal 
life  in  another  world  is  grounded  upon  the  ex- 
prels  promife  of  the  golpel,  according  to  the 
repeated  declarations  of  the  new  teftament. 
That  eternal  life  is  the  free  gift  of  God  by.Jefus  Chri/I. 
‘^^Xhat  we  have  received  tlic  luture  inliciiianrc 
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‘^by  proniife --And  ^^that  the  gofpel  contains 
•^the  record  of  this  gift  promifed  only  in  Chrift/ 
1  herefore  he  that  hath  the  Son,  or  fincerely 
believes  on  him,  hath  life  ;  and  he  that  believ- 
eth  not  on  the  Son  of  God,  hath  no  claim  to 
the  promife  of  eternal  happinefs.  Life  and 
immortality  are  bro’t  to  light  by  the  gofpel, 
after  the  more  obfcure  revelation  of  them  un¬ 
der  the  old  teftament.  Now  we  depend  not  on 
tae  uncertain  conjebtures  of  our  own  minds,  or 
dark  hints  given  from  which  we  muft  make  re- 


mote  dedudtions',  or  the  plaufible  I'eafonings  of 
pluiofophers  on  the  prefent  ftate  of  things  in¬ 
troduced  by  the  Mediator’s  reign.  All  fuch 
aiguments  lor  a  futu'relife  would  be  inconclu- 
live,  if  we  had  not  an  cxprefs  revelation  to 
conhrm  our  belief  of  it.  We  accordingly  find 
the  greateft  philolophers  of  antient  times,  aftex 
liiey  have  produced  the  ftrongeft  arguments 
which  realon  cou’dluggeft  in  favour  of  an  hap¬ 
py  exillence  in  another  world,  yet  difcovering 
iome  remaining  doubts  which  they  could  not 
wholly  remove.  Therefore  every  man  who 
lets  himfelt  to  oppofe  the  revelation  given  from 
heaven,  muft  at  the  lame  time  renounce  the 
only  politive  evidence  of  a  future  life,  and  de- 

ftroy  the  foundation  of  man’s  higheft  hope  and 
comfort. 


In  confeqiience  of  what  the  Mediator  has 
none  and  iulFered  for  us,  iincere  believers  are 
reftored  Irom  the  ruins  of  human  nature,  to 
tile  liope  ol  a  more  glorious  ftate  of  happinefs 
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than  that  from  which  Adam  fell.  We  look  not 
for  an  earthly  paradile  again^  but  an  heavenly ; 
and  tho’  we  fulter  in  the  prefent  world,  com¬ 
plain  of  vanity  in  all  enjoyments,  and  mull:  be 
bro't  down  to  the  dull  in*’  confequence  of  the 
original  fentence  againft  fin ;  yet  we  ihall  be 
recovered  from  the  corruption  ot  the  grave^ 
receive  pure  and  fpiritual  bodies  at  the  refur- 
rection,  and  be  in  every  refpebt  fitted  for  the 
life  of  angels. 

In  this  view  of  the  refurre6tion,  death  bears 
the  refemblance  oijleep,  and  may  well  be  called 
by  the  fame  name.  Ihe  ileep  is  long  indeed; 
but  it  has  a  certain  period,  and  we  fhall  awake 
again  with  new  life  and  vigour.  Death  has  but 
a  limited  power  over  our  bodies,  and  cannot 
deftroy  the  fpiritual  part  of  our  nature.  When 
the  dull  returns  to  the  dull  as  it  was,  the  fpirit 
goes  to  God  who  gave  it.  The  old  habitation 
is  taken  down,  that  it  may  be  framed  anew, 
and  appear  in  greater  perfeftion  ;  and  the  foul 
will  re-enter,  with  heavenly  tranfport,  and 
find  it  made  read}'^  for  endlels  and  moft  refined 
enjoyments. 

When  our  Lord  Jefus  had  affured  Martha 
that  her  brother  Lazarus  Ihould  rife  again,  and 
de:Iared  himfelf  to  be  the  relurreftion  and  the 
litc,  he  affirms,  that  whofoever  liveth  and  believ- 
ctb  on  bim^  JJjall  never  die.  According  to  the 
common  notion  of  death,  this  is  not  verified  in 
fafl ;  for  believers  die  as  other  men  :  But  when 
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death  is  confidered,  not  as  the  end  of  our  ex- 
iftence,  but  as  a  deep,  in  order  to  a  more  per- 
fedl  renovation  of  our  nature  &  a  refurreftion 
to  eternal  life,  there  is  great  propriety  in  what 
our  Lord  alfirms,  that  vchofoever  believetb  on 
hini,Jljall  never  die.  It  was  in  this  view  that  he 
faid  to  Ins  difciples.  Our  Jru.nd  iMzarus  Jleepeth 
but  1  go  that  I  may  awake  him  out  of  Jleep.  And 
on  this  depends  the  propriety  of  that  frequent 
phrafe  in  the  old  teftamenL  He  Jleptwitb  his  fa¬ 
thers  ;  and  the  almoft  invariable  ufe  of  the  word 
Jleep  inftead  of  death  thro’  all  the  new  teftament. 

Have  we  not  therefore  abundant  reafon  to 
tejoice,  that  death  is  thus  really  difarmed  of 
it’s  greatelt  terrors ;  that  we  are  alTured  it 
will  not  Le  utter  deftruftion,  that  it  will 
be  only  as  the  reft  of  a  night;  and  that, 
when  the  glorious  morning  comes,  we  fhall  a- 
wake  with  delightful  rapture,  and  find  all  for- 
rows  paft  away,  and  uninterrupted  heavenly 
piealures  fucceeding.  This  glorious  hope  we 
have  05'  the  iecond  Man,  the  Lord  from  hea¬ 
ven,  who  hath  abolifhed  death,  and  bro’t  life 
and  immortality  into  the  cleareft  view  of  faith 
by  the  gofpcl.  Surely  our  hearts  muft  be  filled 
with  gratitude  to  the  God  and  Father  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  that  by  appointing  fo  glori¬ 
ous  a  Mediator  at  the  head  of  the  human  race, 
inftead  of  fallen  Adam,  he  hath  mercifully  de¬ 
livered  us  from  that  total  deftruftion  with 
which  death  threatened  human  nature,  and  af- 
fured  all  who  heartily  embrace  the  px'omifcs  of 
the  new  covenant,  that  they  fnall  rife  from  the 
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grave^  as  from  a  bed  of  lleep,  at  the  lail  day, 
and  live  for  ever  in  an  heavenly  paraciile. 

We  have  been  led  by  our  text  to  coiifider 
the  various  fervices  to  which  God  calls  us  in 
this  world,  according  to  the  ranks  and  ftations 
in  which  he  has  placed  us,  and  the  abilities  and 
opportunities  which  he  has  given  ;  and  that  it 
is  our  honor  to  do  the  work  ailigned  us  with  di¬ 
ligence  and  fidelity,  knowing  that  we  lerve  the 
Lord  Chrift.  By  this  let  all  Chriftians  be  quick¬ 
ened  to  perform  their  proper  part  of  duty  in 
their  generation.  Let  none  think  themfelves 
fo  much  below  notice  in  the  world,  or  the  part 
which  they  can  perform  fo  inlignificant,  as  to 
be  carelels  of  their  duty.  The  meanell  ier- 
vant  in  God’s  great  family  is  under  his  notice^ 
and  will  receive  a  reward  according  to  his  la¬ 
bor.  All  are  capable  of  doing  fomething  to 
promote  the  common  good  of  the  world  and  of 
the  church,  and  Ihould  have  regard  to  the  pre- 
fent  conftitution  and  order  of  the  whole  ;  and  if 
they  difcharge  their  duty,  as  his  fervants,  agree¬ 
ably  to  his  will,  he  will  finally  grant  them  a  glo¬ 
rious  immortality  in  heaven.  But  if  he  has 
given  us  greater  capacities,  advantages  and  op¬ 
portunities  than  others,  let  us  remember  that 
he  expefts  we  fliould  diftinguilh  ourfelves  by 
being  more  remarkably  ufeful  in  our  generati¬ 
on  ;  and  that  that  is  our  honor  among  men, 
and  will  give  us  a  more  joy  ful  hope  of  exalted 
happinels  in  the  future  world. 
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’i'ou  have  attended  to  the  thought,  that  we 
can  only  lerve  our  own  generation ;  that  the 
time  ot  our  ferviceis  Oiort ;  and  that  we  muft 
loon  deep  with  our  fathers  in  the  grave.  There¬ 
fore  be  diligent  in  bufinefs,  fervent  in  fpirit' 
lervipg  the  Lord.  UlMt/oever  thy  hand Jindeth 
to  do,  for  God,  or  man,  or  thine  own  foul,  do 
it  with  thy  might ;  for  there  is  no  ivork,  nor  device, 
nor  knowledge,  nor  .wifdom  in  the  p-rave  whither 
thougo^d.  Let  a  fhort  life  be  filTed  with  the 
bell  employment.  Prize  every  pafling  mo- 
ment ;  and  hold  on  in  well  doing  to  the  end, 
with  conftant  prayer  and  watchfulnefs.  Ble[T- 
cd  is  that  fervant ,  whom  his  Lord  when  he  conietb 
foallfindfo  doing. 

You  have  heard  what  a  different  ideii  of 
death  is  given  us  by  our  Lord  Jefus,  from  that 
which  was  implied  in  the  original  fcntence  pro- 
‘nounced  on  man  for  fin ;  that  it  no  longer  con¬ 
tains  in  it  the  horror  of  an  abfolute  deftruaion 
of  human  nature,  but  may  be  viewed  as  a  ty¬ 
rant  difai  med  and  fubdued,  wliofe  captives  are 
fet  free,  and  advanced  to  higher  felicity  by 
what  they  have  fullered  from  him.  Tho’  we  die, 
it  is  only  like  falling  afleep ;  for  we  fliall  live 
again.  ^  fherefore  let  us  not  fear  to  allow 
death  lomc  entertainment  in  our  tho’ts;  it  will 
make  us  v/ifer  and  more  diligent,  and  fortify 
our  minds  to  meet  it.  Our  day  will  lliortly  be 
ended.  We  fliall  be  wearied  with  labor,  and 
mufc  fa!!  afleep,  and  reft  till  the  glorious  morn¬ 
ing  of  tiie  iciurrcdtion  ',  but  when  he  who  is  our 
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life  jhall  appear,  then  fiall  we  alfo  appear  with  him 
in  glory,  and  live  forever  with  the  Lord,  Let  11s 
blel's  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefiis 
ChrilL  who,  of  his  abundant  mercy,  hath  begot¬ 
ten  us  again  to  a  lively  hope,  thro'  the  reJurrcBioti 
of  Jefus  Chriji from  the  dead,  to  an  inheritaiice  in¬ 
corruptible,  and  undefiled,  and  which  fadetb  not  a- 
way,  reforved  in  heaven  for  believers,  who  are  kept 
y  the  power  of  God  for  that  falvation,  whicl\ 
is  made  ready  to  be  revealed  at  the  end  of  the 
world.  Let  this  hope  be  our  comfort  in  the 
near  views  of  our  own  death,  and  when  we 
mourn  for  our  deceafed  Chriftian  friends. 


/ 
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ConneBicut, 


Pfalm,  xcvii.  i. 

The  Lord  reignetb,  let  the  earth  rejoice ;  let  the 
multitude  ofifles  be  glad  thereof. 

Thefe  words  are  part  of  a  defcription  of  the 
awful  and  glorious  Majefty  of  Jehovah, 
and  call  upon  mankind  to  rejoice  in  his  univer- 
fal  dominion.  Clouds  and  darknefs  are  round  a¬ 
bout  him :  Righteoufnefs  and  judgment  are  the  hab- 
nation  of  bis  throne.  A  fire  goetb  before  hm,  and 

burnethup  bis  enemies  round  a^ut.  His  ig  - 
nines  enlightened  the  world;  The  earth  faw  and 
trembled.  The  hills  melted  like  wax  at 
of  the  Lord,  at  the  prefence  of  the  Lord  of  he  whole 
earth.  The  heavens  declare  bis  rightcorifncfs,  and 

ell  the  people  fee  bis  glory. 
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and  the  rnmUude  of  ijles,  are  proba  ’ 
%  afed  by  the  Pfatair,  fo/tli  two  general 
divtSons  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  worll  Jews 
and  Genttles^  Tie  eartb  is  fometimes “fed Tn 
a  limited  fenfe  in  the  facred  writings  Hies 

reftnmeTf^?  given  f„  the  old 

merit  to  the  Gentiles  or  fo  i.* 

who  did  not  defeend  from  Abraham.  "iS 

wntes,^  vvdien  prophelying  of  Chrift  and  the  ex¬ 
toot  oi  his  kingdom,  Hefiall  not  fail,  nor  be  dif- 

]n  judgment  in  the  eartb  • 

back  to  the  ongm  of  nations,  in  Genifis  xth^ 
''e.  nc  that  the  ifles  of  the  Gentiles  were  firft  in¬ 
habited  by  the  defeendants  of  Japhet;  who  re¬ 
mained  m  paganifli  darknefs  for  many  hundred 
years  after  the  Pfalmift’s  time.  Enlightened 
by  the  Ipint  of  infpiration,  he  looked  forward 
to  the  day  when  the  lamp  of  divine  truth  would 
be  carried  beyond  the  bounds  of  Canaan,  and 
calls  not  only  upon  the  people  who  now  eniov- 
Cv  levelation,  but  alfo  upon  the  multitude  of 
nations  who  Ihould  hereafter  be  vifited  with  the 
aayfpnngfrom  on  highs  to  be  glad  and  rejoice  in 
the  umvcrlal  and  gracious  dominion  of  the  on¬ 
ly  true  God. 

Let  us  at  this  time  confider  the  divine  go¬ 
vernment,  and  the  caufes  of  rejoicing  which  it 
affords. 


In  confidering  God’s  government  of  the 
world,  we  are  led. 


4 


BACKUS. 


197 


I.  To  acknowledge  his  right  as  its  Author. 
It  is  inipollible  to  account  ior  the  exiftence  of 
creatures,  without  having  recourfe  to  an  uncre¬ 
ated,  eternal,  independent  Spirit  as  the  caufe, 
who  muft  polTefs  the  higheft  perfedtion.  The 
Lord  he  is  God,  it  is  he  xvho  hath  made  us,  and  not 
xve  onrjelves.  He  created  the  heavens  and  the 
earth,  and  all  the  variety  of  inhabitants  which 
people  the  air,  the  .earth,  or  the  fea.  His 
right  to  gov'ei  n  the  world  mull  be  original 
and  unalienable.  The  earth  is  the  Lords,  and  the 
fidlnefs  thereof ;  the  world  and  they  that  dwell  therein. 

II.  God  alone  can  uphold  creatures  in  being. 
All  the  powe.r  which  they  can  pollefs,  inuft  be 
wholly  derived  from  their  Author.  There  can 
be  but  one  Being  in  the  univerfe  who  is  inde¬ 
pendent.  This  Being  muft  be  God  ;  He  will 
not  give  his  glory  to  another.  .Could  creatures 
fupport  themfelves  in  exiftence,  they  would  be¬ 
come  Independent,  would  ceafe  to  be  under  the 
divine  government,  and  might  overthrow  it,  or 
atleaft  prevent  the  accompiifliment  of  it’s  de- 
ligns.  To  aferibe  independence  to  creatures, 
v.'ould  be  as  abfurd  as  to  predicate  of  them  a 
duration  which  has  no  beginning. 

The  infpired  writers  are  abundant  in  repre- 
enting  the  abfolute  dependence  of  all  creatures 
on  God.  When  the  apoftle  Paul,  in  the 

I'^^Pi’oving  the  fuperftition.of 
the  Athenians,  and  Iliowing  their  ignorance  in 
woi-iliipping  the  unknown  God,  he  calls  their  at- 
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tentian  to  the  only  true  Deity/  the  Creator  of 
all  *-hing3.  He  goes  on  to  infer  the  obligation 
of  to  leek  the  Lord,  from  reafons  which 
thev  might  find  in  their  own  poets,  drawn  from 
the  light  of  nature,  and  conformable  to  the 
do6trine  revealed  from  heaven,  f'or  in  him  we 
live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being . 

III.  The  government  of  God  is  univerfaL 
He  bath  put  up  the  fea  with  doors- And  /aid  hi¬ 
therto palt  thou  come,  but  no  further,  and  here  pall 
thy  proud  waves  be  ftayed.  He  coniniandeth  the 
morning,  and  cau/eth  the  day  Spring  to  know  his 
place.  He  hath  made  the  fun  to  rule  by  day,  and 
the  moon  and  pars  to  rule  by  night.  The  Lord 
hath  his  way  in  the  whirlwind  and  in  the  form,  and 
the  clouds  are  the  dujl  cf  his  feet.  He  is  the  father 
of  the  rain,  and  he  begetteth  the  drops  of  dew. 
He  watereth  the  hills  from  his  chambers ;  the  earth 
is  Satisfied,  with  the  fruit  of  his  works.  He  caufetb 
the  grofs  to  grow  for  the  cpttle ,  and  herb  fot  the  Ser¬ 
vice  cf  man,  that  he  may  bring  forth  food  out  of  the 
eartbl  The  eyes  of  all' creatures  wait  on  God;  and 
he  givetb  them  their  meat  in  duefeafon. 

The  divine  government  extends  to  man;  and 

that  not  merely  as  a  clafs  of  creatures,  but  to 
each  individual  of  the  race.  To  fay,  as  lome 

have  that  divine  providence  muft  be  general, 
and  not  oarticular,  is  to  involve  ourielves  m 
iniupcrahle  dilhculties,  and  tends  to  plunge  us 
into  the  depths  of  infidelity.  Ihe  triends  of 
this  creed  mufi  be  obliged  to  tell  when  any 
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number  or  combination  of  men  becomes  large 
enough  to  attraft  the  attention  of  the  luprcme 
Ruler.  But  where  will  they  find  the  Icale 
marked  with  fuch  nice  gradations,  as  to  an- 
fwer  their  delign  ?  Again,  if  we  can  argue 
at  all  from  the  things  which  are  made,  concern¬ 
ing  him  who  created  theni,  we  muft  admit  tltat 
there  is  uniformity  of  defign  amidft  all  the  end- 
lefs  variety  of  his  works.  The  phrafe,  “The 
beauties  of  nature,”  can  have  no  meaning  on  a- 
ny  other  plan.  Hence  the  conclufion  is  obvi¬ 
ous,  that  general  providence  muft  be  made  up 
of  particular  things,  or  events  :  And  therefore 
a  denial  of  a  particular  providence,  will  goto 
the  denial  that  God  governs  the  world. 

When  we  look  on  the  page  of  infpiration,  we 
find  the  divine  government  extending  to  the 
fmalleft  concerns  of  man,  and  at  the  fame  time 
embracing  all  the  affairs  and  changes  of  nations, 
Chrift,  in  comforting  the  hearts  of  his  difciples 
againft  the  malice  of  their  enemies,  reminds 
them  of  the  particular  providence  of  their 
great  Preferver.  Are  not  two  fparrews  fold  for 
a  farthing?  and  one  ofthemjhall  not  fall  on  the 
ground  without  your  Father.  But  the  very  hairs  of 
your  head  are  all  numbered.  Fear  ye  not  ibetT~ 
fore,  ye  are  of  more  value  than  many  fparrows.  The 
rife  and  fall  of  individuals  and  empires  depend 
on  the  fovereign  pleafure  of  the  Almighty. 
The  Mofl-High  ruleihin  the  kmgdom  of  men,  and 
givetb  it  to  whomfoever  he  will.  Promotion  com- 
^tb  neither  from  the  eqjl,  nor  from  the  nor  from 
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the  South  :  But  God  is  the  Judge ;  he  putteth  down 
oncj  and  fetteth  up  another. 

We  may  go  up  to  an  higher  order  of  intelli¬ 
gences,  and  behold  angels  ininiftring  before  the 
throne  of  God.  The  chariots  of  God  are  twenty 
thoufand,  even  thoufands  of  angels.  The  Lord  is  a- 
mong  them,  as  in  Sinai,  in  the  holy  place,  ;Thefe 
holy  beings  are  fervants'to  execute  the  purpo- 
les  of  divine  providence  and  grace.  They  are 
all  mimjlring Spirits,  fent  forth  to  mimprfor  them 
whoS^all  be  heirs  offalvation. 

The  angels  who  rebelled,  and  were  call  out 
of  heaven,  are  not  removed  from  the  univerfe, 
noi  have  they  efcaped  from  the  eye  of  omni- 
fcience,  or  the  arm  of  the  Almighty.  The  an¬ 
gels  who  kept  not  their  firft  e/late,  but  left  their  own 
habitation,  he  hath  referved  in  everlafling  chains  un¬ 
der  darknefs,  unto  the  judgment  of  the  great  day, 
Phe  dominion  of  J ehovah  extends  to  all  events, 
to  all  creatures,  and  to  all  worlds--heaven,  earth 
and  hell. 

IV.  All  fecond  caufes  are  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  and  control  of  the  Moll  High.  This  is  a 
necefiary  confequence  of  the  ablolute  depend¬ 
ence  of  the  whole  creation  on  its  Author,  and 
the  univerfal  extent  of  the  divine  government. 

Second  caufes  are  of  two  kinds,  patural  and 
moral.  It  does  not  appear  that  perpetuity 
was  defigned  for  any  part  of  the  natural  world ; 
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The  changes,  wahe  and  decay,  Xo  be  dilccrncc! 
as  far  as  dilcovcries  have  gone,  lorbid  the  idea. 
Undeligning,  periiliing  matter  can  have  no  e- 
nergy  within  id’elf ;  but  muft  neceiTarily^be  un¬ 
der  the  diredicn  of  the  Creator.  The  more  at¬ 
tentively  we  examine  the  laws  of  nature,  the 
more  evident  it  appears  that  their  powers  of 
adtion  are  w’helly  derived  from  the  firft  caule. 

•r 

Hence  Chancellor  Bacon  very  juftly  oblerves, 
“'That  a  little  or  fuperficial  knowledge  may  in- 
^^cline  the  mind  of  man  to  atheifm  ;  but  a  lur- 
‘^Ther  proceeding  therein  doth  bring  the  mind 
“back  again  to  religion.  For  in  tlie  en- 
“trance  of  philofophy,  when  the  fecond  caufe-e 
“which  are  next  unto  the  lenles^  do  offer  them 
‘'Telves  to  the  mind  of  man^  if  it  dwell  and  Itay 
^''therc,  it  may  induce  fome  obligation  of  the 
“firft  caufe  ;  but  when  a  man  palfeth  on  further^ 
“and  feeth  the  dependence  of  caules^  and  the 
"■Hvorks  of  providence^  then^  according  to  the 
‘^"allegory  of  th’e  poets,  lie  will  eaflly  believe 
‘'‘'that  the  hia-heft  link  of  nature’s  cliain  muft  be 
‘Tied  to  the  foot  ©f  Jupiter’s  chair.”  We  muft 
rebel  againft  the  cleareft  lights  if  we  do  not 
join  with  this  great  mafter  of  fcience  in  im¬ 
proving  the  allufion  borrowed  from  pagan  fa^ 
ble,  for  the  purpofe  oi  engaging  our  attention 
to  the  agency  of  the  only  true  God,  conftant- 
ly  operating.in  his  own  world.  A  devout  man 
cannot  withhold  confoffing  the  power  efapre- 
fent  God,  difplayed  through  nature,  when 
lie  contemplates  the  appearances  in  the  fKies, 
the  earth  and  the  ocean.  Is  it  poffible  that 
VoL.  IV.  Cc 
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lifelefs  clay  can  maintain  fuch  order  ?  If  one 
can  be  found  who  is  ftupid  enough  to  indulge 
Inch  thoughts,  let  him  take  reproof,  and  learn 
wildom,  from  the  grafs  and  the  lily  of  the  field, 
and  from  the  growth,  changes,  death  and  re- 
furreSiion  of  Hies  and  worms. 


in  tracing  the  operation  of  fecond  caufes  of 
the  mordl  kind,  whatever  fcheme  of  moral  agen¬ 
cy  we  adopt,  we  are  driven  back  to  the  firft 
caiue,  to  account  for  all  the  powers  of  a6tion 
in  rational  creatures.  Falling  all  contriver- 
lies  on  this  intricate  fubje6t,  two  thingsare  ve¬ 
ry  plain.  One  isj  that  our  dependence  on  God 
miift  be  perfect;  the  other  is,  that  no  violence 
can  be  olFered  to  our  volitions.  We  are  fur- 
nilhed  with  indil putable  arguments  to  prove 
firft ;  and  of  the  lafi  we  have  full  and  irrefift- 
ible  evidence,  when  we  recur  to  the  operati¬ 
ons  of  our  own  minds. 


The  fcriptures  are  full  of  inftances,  which 
ihow  that  the  hearts  of  all  men  are  hi  the  hand  of  the 
Lord^  Gild  that,  as  the  rivers  of  ivatcr,  he  turncth 


ibeni  vjhithcrfioever  he  veilL 


That  the  Spirit  of  God  can  breathe  on  the 
heart,  and  lupport  piety  and  integrity  amicllt 
an  overflowing  deluge  of  wickedncfs,  is  plain 
from  the  inflances  of  Noah,  Abraham,  Lot  and 
others.  Divine  wildom  and  grace  are  confpic- 
iious  in  forming  perlons  for  high  and  impor¬ 
tant  {lations,to  which  theirthoiights  never  turn- 
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ed,  till  providence,  in  its  myfterious  courfe,  rail¬ 
ed  them  to  the  eminence  lor  which  they  were 
^oin.  In  the  molt  illultrious  nior  ^al  characters 
whicli  are  hande'.  down  to  usin  lac  red  hiliorv,  we 
may  plainly  difcern  early  traits,  which  laid  a 
foundation  for  irfiuence,  lor  enterprize,  and  en¬ 
countering  didkultres  with  fortitude.  Genius 
is  not  created  by  the  renovation  of  the  heart; 
nor  is  it  buried  by  inl'piration.  We  fine  a  <n’eat 
diveifity  oi  gilts  among  the  prophets  and  apof- 
tles.  Paul  was  formed  by  the  God  oi  naime 
for  intenle  application  to  Itudy  and  bulinefs 
By  the  former,  he  was  fitted  to  diltinguiln  truth 
irom  error;  and  by  the  latter,  to  encounter 
perils  by  lea  and  land,  perils  from  pretended 
Iriendsand  open  enemies,  and  from  the  learned 
and  unlearned.  From  the  day  when  Jefus  ap¬ 
peared  to  him  on  the  road  to  Damafeus,  ami 
t  e  leales  fell  from  his  eyes,  he  commenced  an 
apoftle  and  minifter  of  Chrift,  and  labored  more 
abundantly  than  all  the  other  apoftles  in  the 
propagation  and  defence  of  Chrillianity. 

While  illuftrating  the  divine  government  in 

direftingand  controlling  fecond  caufes  of  the 

moral  kind,  we  may  not  pafs  in  lilence  inftan- 

ces,  in  which  idolaters  and  wicked  men  have 

been  made  inftruments  of  good  to  the  church  of 
God. 


Was  not  the  hand  of  God  conspicuous  in  pre- 
feiving  tne  important  life  of  Mofes  in  his  in¬ 
fancy,  by  the  daughter  of  Pharsoh  ?  She 
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with  her  ijiaidens  were  walking  on  the  banks  of 
the  river,  where  ilie  happened  to  fpy  the  ark  a- 
raong  the  flags,  which  contained  the  future  fa- 
viour  of  his  nation.  She  fends  her  maid  to 
fetch  the  little  cheft,  which  had  excited  her  cu- 
rioflty.  We  tremble  for  the  precious  treafure, 
while  on  its  way  to  the  daughter  of  a  monarch, 
who  had  hardened  his  heart  againft  parental 
feelings,  and  had  doomed  to  inftant  death  every 
male  child  born  amongthe  Hebrevvs.  We  fear, 
that  in  a  few  moments  Mofes  will  be  thrown 
into  the  river,  to  drown  with  the  other  infants 
of  his  nation.  The  ark  is  brought— it  is  open¬ 
ed-  -the  babe  weeps— his  artlefs  tears  plead  for 

— the  young  princels  of  Egypt  has  compaf- 
fion  on  the  helplefs,  perilhing, infant,  commits 
him  to  a  nurfe,  adopted  him  as  her  ion,  and 
gave  him  an  education  in  that  court  which  he 
was  one  day  to  deftroy . 

God  called  Cyrus,  though  Cyrus  knew  him 
not,  to  fubduc  nations,  and  overthrow'  Baby¬ 
lon  ;  to  make  way  for  the  return  of  the  Jews 
to  their  owm  land,  after  a  long  captivity  of  fe- 
venty  years.  He  let  them  go  without  price 
or  reward.  He  encouragefl  their  return,  and 
the  rebuilding  ol  their  city  and  temple,  by  a 
generous  proclamation,  by  reftoring  the  vef- 
fels  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  captured  by  Neb¬ 
uchadnezzar,  and  by  treafures  collc61ed  from 
his  own  people. 

In  the  reign  of  Ahafuerus,  a  plot  was  laid 
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to  cut  off,  in  one  day,  the  Jews  who  were  dif- 
l-led  throughout  the  valt  empire  ofPer- 
fiq  Before  the  day  came  tor  the  cruel  tiage- 
dv  to  be  aaed,  the  numbers  of  the  monarch 
/ere  difturbed-On  a  certain  night  tlcep  de- 
pared  from  his  ey  es .  F or  his  amufement  in  his 
wakeful  hours,  he  called  his  fervants  to  his 
bedlide,  and  commanded  them  to  read  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  chronicles  of  the  realm.  The  read¬ 
er  under  unknown  influence  from  Him  wao 
hath  the  hearts  of  all  men  in  his  hand,  opened 
on  a  paffage  which  narrated  aconlpiracy  lorm- 
ed  againft  the  king’s  life,  and  which  bad  been 
crullied  by  the  difeovery  of  Mordecai  the  Jew, 
the  great  patron  of  his  nation.  Mordecai  was 
the  man  who  provoked  Haman,  the  prime  min- 
ifter  of'Ahafueriis,  to  procure  the  bloody  de¬ 
cree,  which  was  defigned  foon  to  be  executed 
on  all  the  Jews  in  the  kingdom.  The  king  en¬ 
quired  whether  any  honor  had  been  done  to 
Mordecai  for  his  fidelity.  On  hearing  that  he 
had  not  been  rew'arded,  he  calls  upon  Haman 
to  preferibe  a  mode  of  conferring  honor' on  a 
favorite.  This  proud  man,  ignorant  of  his 
royal  mafter’s  delign,  and  flulhed  with  the  im¬ 
aginary  profpeiff  of  blazoning  his  own  glory, 
pointed  out  a  mode,  which  comprized  a  dil- 
play  of  all  the  pomp  which  would  charm  a  fa¬ 
vourite  in  an  eaftern  court.  To  his  unfpeaka- 
ble  confufion,  he  w^as  direfted  to  be  the  minil- 
ter  who  Ihould  confer  fuch  honor  on  Morde¬ 
cai.  This  event  was  an  important  incident  in 
the  train  of  events,  which  brought  ruin  on  Ha- 
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“■*  of  Godfrom  deSruc. 

Often  has  the  wrath  of 
P-ife  God,  while  the  w  " 

his  own  pride  and  ntalevo^:":' "xh^ 
iriitun  can  never  forget  the  bloody  fcene  dif 
P layed  on  mount  Calvary,  where  Herod 

rf  Gentiles  and  peop’e  of 

lael,  were  the  perpetrators  of  a  deed  wMcK 

caufed  the  f,.„  the  flr„.a„e„tLhSste 

event  deplnds  H  ^  ^ 

e^ent  depends  the  ranfom  of  the  fouls  of  men. 

I 

Having  made  a  few  obfervations  on  thedi 
vine  government,  let  us  proceed  in  the  fecond 
to  confider  the  caufes  oi' rejoicing  which 
It  affords.  Thefe  are  comprized  uudei  tw^ 
general  heads-the  benevolence  of  its  defien 
and  Lie  certainty  of  its  accompli/hment.  ^  " 

We  cannot  doubt  the  perfe^ion  of  the  nre 
fent  {yftem.  when  we  con  der  the  boundlefs 
knowledge,  wiidoni  and  goodnefs  of  its  Author 
Ey  d  nadyiot  been  fujFered  to  exift,  had  its  per- 

mnaon^  oeen  inconliftent,  with  the  wifdom  and 

benevolence  of  the  Deity,  or  the  fulleft  difpiav 
or  ms  moral  perfccfions.  Thefe  conflitute  the 
glory  01  the_ Moll  High,  and  render  h,n,  an  oh. 

•  ect  mnniteiy  deferving  the  love,  homage  and 

conndence  or  all  the  intelligent  creation  The 

perfeCaons  of  God  are  difnlayed  in  harmony  • 
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and  the  infinitude  of  knowledge  and  power 
which  he  poireifeth,  is  employed  in  doing  good. 
Tbe  Lord  is  good  to  all ;  and  his  tender  mercies  are 
over  all  his  works.  When  we  confider  the  cha- 
rader  of  the  God  of  love  as  opened  in  his  word, 
we  are  fure  that  his  condu6t  is  governed  by  an 
ultimate  regard  to  the  highelt  felicity  and  gio- 
ry  of  his  moral  kingdom  ;  whether  he  pardon 
tranfgrehbrs,  or  make  them  feel  his  wrath  in 
the  prefen t  world,  or  exclude  them  from  hap- 
pinefs  in  the  next. 

God  hath  rhofen  to  difplay  his  attributes  ie 
the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift,  who  is  the  brigbtnefs 
his  glory,  and  the  exprefs  image  of  his  perfm 
Glorioufly  did  the  divine  character  fliine,  when 
•Chrift  was  condemning  fm  in  the  flefh,  and  un¬ 
folding  the  charms  of  infinite  love,  by  his  dif- 
eourfes,  his  obedience,  his  agony,  and  by  pour¬ 
ing  out  his  foul  unto  death,  Xhe  fame  glorious 
purpofe  is  advanced  by  his  refurredlion  and  ai 
cenfion.  He  is  feated  at  the  right  hand  of  the 
F ather,  and  is  exalted/^zr  above  all  principality  and 
power, and  might,  and  dominion,  and  every  name  tlxsl 
is  named,  not  only  in  this  worlds  but  alfo  in  that  which 
is  to  come.  And  God  hath  put  all  things  under  his 
feet, and  gave  him  to  be  the  head  overall  things  to  the 
church,  zvhich  is  his  body,  the  fulnefs  of  him  thai 
Jilleth  all  in  all.  Hence  alfo  the  apoftle  Paul, 
fpeaking  of  the  final  victory  of  all  believers 
through  Chrift  their  head,  declares  this  to  be 
the  way  in  which  God  is  glorified  :  For  all  things 
are  for  your  fakes,  that  the  abundant  grace  mighK 
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through  the  thanhfgiving  of  many,  redound  to  the 
glory  of  God. 

It  is  very  obvious  from  the  current  offcrip- 
ture,  that  this  world  Hands  as  a  theatre  for  the 
difplay  of  redeeming  love,  and  that  the  whole 
of  its  government  is  made  fubfervient  to  the 
good  of  the  church.  If  an  empire  rife  or  fall, 
the  change  is  defigned,  in  fome  way  or  other,  to 
>  plead  the  caufe  of  Zion.  The  ten  kings,  which 
John  in  a  vilion  faw  rifing  up  to  fupport  Anti- 
chrift,  for  a  time  give  their  power  and  ftrength 
unto  the  beaft  ;  till  at  length  the  period  comes 
when  their  friendfhip  is  turned  into  hatred, 
and  they  deftroy  the  domination,  which  they 
had  lent  their  wealth  and  their  arms  to  eftab- 
lilh  and  aggrandize  in  paft  ages.  Thefe  things 
take  place  to  inflidl  full  vengeance  on  thofe  who 
corrupt  the  gofpel,  and  to  manifell  divine  mer¬ 
cy  to  thofe  who  keep  their  garments  undefil¬ 
ed.  The  policy  and  power  of  the  ten  kings  are 
made  to  praife  God,  inaccomplifliingthe  defigns 
of  his  love.  For,  as  John  writes,  God  hath  put 
in  their  hearts  Jo  fulfil  his  will,  and  to  agree,  and 
give  their  lilngdom  unto  the  beaft,  until  the  ivords  of 
God fhall  be  fidfilled. 

On  every  furvey  of  the  deligii  of  God’s  gov¬ 
ernment,  we  find  it  terminating  in  the  fulleft: 
display  of  the  excellencies  of  the  divine  mind, 
and  opening  the  only  lource  of  real  happinels 
to  man.  Thougli  none  by  fearching  can  find 
out  the  Almighty  unto  perfeftion  ;  yet  all 
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may  be  convinced,  that  rlghtcoiifn^^fs  and  j  idg~ 
ment  arc  the  habitation  of  bis  throne;  and  tlidt 
none  who  })ut  their  truit  in  him  ihall  be  coa- 
founded.  i  his  leads  me  to  obierve. 


That  the  benevolent  defign  of  God’s  govern¬ 
ment  will  be  acconiolilhed.  Moral  eoodncis 

*■  c.> 

mufc  involve  hiithfulnels ;  'Fhey  are  oiten  ex- 
prelsly  united  iii  tlie  proclamations  which  Je 
hovah  maketh  of  his  great  nanie^  aiul  in  the 
thankfgivings  which  are  offered  to  him  in  tiie 
facred  volume.  The  Lord  is  good,  his  mercy  is 
everlafting ;  and  his  triHh  endure  th  to  all  gene  rat  tens. 
His  dominion  is  accompanied  with  bouiidlelj 
knowledge  and  rdmighty  power.  Great  is  our 
Lord,  and  of  great  power ;  his  underdanding  is  in¬ 
finite,  He  hath  declared.  My  counfel fijall  fund , 
and  I  will  do  all  my  pleafurc.  If  our  hearts  he 
warmed  with  the  love  of  God,  v/e  cannot  rC'- 
frain  from  rejoicing  in  his  government  under 
all  its  appearances.  It  proclaims  .g/ ary  to  God 
in  the.  hghefl,  and  good  will  towards  men  :  It  is 
promoted  by  ail  events  in  providence  ;  and 
will  fill  its  enemies  with  confulion,  and  its 
friends  with  joy,  in  the  clay  when  all  creatnres 
fimll  appear  at  the  bar  of  God,  and  his  righteous 
judgment  ftall  be  revealed  behn'e  the  allcm- 
bled  v/orlcls. 
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I.  It  appears  from  the  fubjeR  of  this  di.r- 
r.oiu'fe,  that  the  plan  of  the  divine  governinc;'' 
Vor.  IV,  "  D  d 
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mult  be  unchangeable.  Where  is  there  roonr 
lor  change  God  cannot  ceafe  to  be  the  Au¬ 
thor  or  iupporter  of  his  own  world.  All  crea¬ 
tures  derived  their  exigence  from  him,  and  muft 
depend  on  himfor  its  continuance  :  All  fecond 


caules  mult  remain  forever  under  his  diredtion 


and  control.  No  caufe  can  be  devifed,  to  ef- 
te£l  the  leaft  change  in  the  plan  of  divine  ope¬ 
ration.  Men  of  the  iuoft  extenlive  capacities 
and  information  may  fee  jull  reafon  to  vary 
their  purpoles  and  the  courfe  of  their  condudl, 
fi'om  the  erro-rs  of  pall  life,  and  from  the  dif- 
clolurc  of  events  which  had  been  concealed 
from  the  eye  of  human  wifdom.  But  the 
mind  ofJeiiovah  can  a.dmit  of  no  obfcurity  or 
enlargement.  IVbo  hath  been  his  counfeUor  ? 
His  knowledge  is  intuition,  and  vaft  as  im- 
inenfity  ;  No  thought  can  be  withholden  from 
him,  and  he  can  do  every  thing  which  is  poffi- 
bie :  His  goodnefs  is  infinite,  and  is  involved 
in  all  lus  counfeis.  bVith  the  Father  of  lights 
th^re  is  no  variahlenefs,  neither  fiadoiv  of  turning. 


'Fbe  counfel  of  the  Lord  Jlandctb  forever,  and  the 


thoughts  of  bis  heart  to  all  generations. 


2.  We  may  infer  tlie  great  evil  of  murmur¬ 
ing  under  the  dealings  of  our  heavenly  Father. 
We  mult  be  ftrangers  to  our  own  hearts,  not 
to  difeern  that  we  have  a  ftrong  propenfity  to 
‘•ebci  againft  the  will  of  God,  when  the  events 
(.if  ids  providence  proceed  in  a  courfe  which 
militates  againft  the  attainment  of  the  glory  of 


liis  world.  How  criminal  muft  all  complaints 


BACK  U  S.  21  r 

againft  the  conduft  of  the  Moft  High  appear, 
when  we  confider  his  fight  and  ability  to  go¬ 
vern,  and  the  benevolence  which  guides  all  l\is 
adminiftrations  ?  The  language  of  murmur  im¬ 
peaches  the  wifdom,  jullice  and  goodneis  of 
God.  JVho  art  thou  O  man  !  who  expoftulateil 
with  the  Sovereign  of  the  world  !  Shall  the  thing 
formed  fay  to  him  that  formed  it,  why  haji  thou  made 
me  thus?  Shall  not  God  do  what  he  will  with 
his  own  ?  Hearken  to  the  voice  of  Him  who  fit- 
cth  on  the  throne  of  the  univerfe  :  Be  still, 
AND  KNOW  THAT  I  AM  GgD.  The  Moft  High 
is  conftantly  holding  up  before  the  intelligeut 
creation  the  infinite  excellencies  of  his  nature, 
and  is  proclaiming  the  riches  of  his  love 
throughout  his  vail  dominions.  Every  devout 
man  mull  adopt  the  language  of  holy  David  : 
O  Lord  our  Lord,  how  excellent  is  thv  name  in  all 
the  earth  !  who  haJl  fet  thy  glory  above  the  heavens^ 

3.  On  a  review  of  the  extent,  ability  and  end 
of  God’s  government,  his  church  may  derive 
confolation  in  the  darkeft  feafons.  If,  like  the 
bulli  which  Mofes  faw  at  Horeb,  Ihc  be  in  tlie 
midft  of  devouring  flames,  flie  fiiall  not  be  con- 
fumed.  Faithful  is  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael. 
He  hath  promifed,  I  will  never  leave  thee,  nor  for- 
fake  thee.  Nothing  can  defeat  the  pvirpofes  of 
infinite  wifdom,  reftitude  and  goodneis  ;  but  all 
things  are  governed  in  fubordination  to  the  di  ¬ 
vine  plan.  Job  believed  in  this  dodtrine,  and 
his  heart  was  comforted  from  it,  v/hen  all  his 
children  were  flain,  and  his  whole  lubftance  was 
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ficftroycd,  in  one  day,  by  the  fword,  by^  fire 
from  heaven,  and  the  fury  of  the  tempeft.  In 
this  day  of  mourning,  he  gave  glory  to  God, 
and  rejoiced  in  his  government,  faying,  The 
Lord  gave ^  and  ibe  Lord  bath  tahen  away  ;  blejfed 
be  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

In  tills  world  we  behold  the  diilrefs  of  nations, 
and  tiie  church  threatened  by  the  luke- 
vannneis  of  her  friends,  and  the  malice  ol  her 
enemies;  but  let  us  check  all  anxiety,  by  call¬ 
ing  to  mind  that  the  Lord  reigneth,  and  that  he 
is  tlie  refuge  and  llrengih  ot  his  people.  He 
will  briiig  good  out  of  evil, light  out  of  darknefs^ 
and  oreer  cut  of  confufion.  The  righteous  en¬ 
dure  afflibticn  but  for  a  fliort  time  :  They  will 
not  long  behold  the  triumphs  of  .tlie  wicked  ; 
but  will  loon  rile  to  dominion,  and //jnzr  forth  as 
the  fun  in  the  krnp'dom  of  tbeir  Father.  If  we  be 
recoriciled  to  the  government  of  God,  we  need 
not  fear  the  power  and  malice  of  wicked  men 
and  devils.  Jill  things  iviil  become  ours,  whether 
the  world,  or  life,  or  death,  or  things  prefent,  or 
things  to  come.  Ye  children  of  lorrcw  !  repair 
to  tile  fountain  of  wildom,  power  and  grace, 
breathe  tlie  fpirit  of  fubmiirion  and  praife,  and 
dry  up  your  tears. 

To  conclude  *.  Our  fubjedl  fiiows,  that  offering 
praife  to  Cod  isafublime  and  glorious  employ¬ 
ment.  It  hath  for  its  objefts  the  perfections 
pfJeiiovali,  and  the  works  of  his  hand.  We 
fannpt  contemplate  fuch  themes  yrith  juft  af- 
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feaions,  without  joining  in  the  ftrains  of  the 
fweot  fingot*  of  Ifrael ;  Blcfi  the  Lord,  O  my  foul. 
O  Lo^d  my  God,  thou  art  very  great-,  thou  art 

elothed  with  honor  and  majejly .  Meditations  on 
the  wonders  of  providence,  and  the  inyfteries 
of  the  kingdom  of  God,  will  often  lead  us  to 
break  out  in  the  pious  and  reverent  exclamation 
of  the  apoftle  Paul ;  O  the  depth  of  the  riches  both 
of  the  wifdom  and  knowledge  of  God  !  how  itnfearch- 
able  are  his  judgments,  and  his  ways  pajl  finding 
out!  All  the  Ions  of  fcience,  did  they  adt  wile- 
ly,  would  become  true  Chriftians.  The  gcfpel 
alone  holds  out  fubftantial  reafons  for  the  im¬ 
provement  of  the  mind,  by  the  field  which  it  o- 
pens,  and  the  crown  which  it  promiies  to  the 
feithful.  Happy  !  thrice  happy  glorified  faints 
and  holy  angels,  who  are  ftudents  forever  in  the 
w'onderful  works  ot  God  !  Praife  can  nevei 
taulter  on  their  tongues,  in  the  world  of  light 
and  joy.  To  the  world  of  love  and  praife  let 
us  all  afpire.  God  grant,  of  his  infinite  mer- 
r,v,  that  \ve  all  may  be  fitted  lor  that  ftate, 
where  fiall  be  no  more  death,  neither  forrow,  nor 
4rvuv^,  neither  fhall  theie  he  any  more  pain  ,  and 
luay*  mingle  our  voices  with  the  heavenly 
choirs,  faying,  AUehna  I  for  the  Lord  God  ornnip- 
Aeiitreignetb.  Amen. 


\ 


■  .-i 


--if  .  , 


J' 

\  ■  i 


* 


i 


\ 


SERMON  LXIX. 

HUMAN  DEPRAVITY  THE  SOURCE 
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Fajior  of  the  fecond  Congregational  Cburcb, 
New-Haven,  ConneSiicuf, 


John,  vii.  17. 

If  any  man  will  do  his  will,  he  fhall  hiffw  of  the 
doSrine,  whether  it  be  of  God,  or  whether  I  fpeah 

■  of  myfelf. 

Our  Lord  taught  as  one  having  authority^  and 
not  as  the  fcnbes.  Even  his  enemies  were 
compelled  to  admire  his  abilities  and  his  doc¬ 
trine.  See  the  14.  &  th  verfes  of  our  con¬ 
text  :  Now  about  the  midjl  of  the  feafi^  Jefus  went 
up  into  the  temple  and  taught.  And  the  jews 
marvelled^  faying.  How  knoweth  this  man  letters, 
having  never  learned  ?  \t  was  marvellous  to  them^ 
that  a  man  who  had  had  no  advantage  of  edu¬ 
cation,  v/ho  was  a  carpenter's  fon,  and  was 
himfelf  a  carpenter,  and  of  courie  could  not 
have  had  much  advantage  of  converfation  with 
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i«en  of  learning,  even  after  he  had  arrived  at 
mature  age,  Ihouid  be  able  to  teach  io  excel- 
lent!y_,  and  to  exhibit  a  fyfieni  of  morals  and 
theology  fuperior  to  all  that  had  been  taught, 
not  only  by  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees,  but  even 
by  Mofes  and  the  prophets. 

The  folution  which  our  Lord  gave  to  this 
queftion,  is,  that  he  received  his  doctrine  from 
God.  See  verie  i6th.  Jefus  anlwered  them, 
and  faid,  My  doarhie  is  not  mine,  but  bis  that  fent 
me.  If  this  were  fadt,  no  wonder  his  doarine 
was  fo  excellent,  and  that  he  exhibited  it  in 
fuch  an  extraordinary  manner.  At  the  lame 
time  that  our  Lord  thus  proteifed  to  be  a  teach¬ 
er  fent  from  God,  he  informed  them  how  they 
might  know  whether  he  were  right  in  this  pre- 
tenfion :  viz.  by  a  willingnefs  to  obey  God. 
If  any  man  will  do  his  will,  he  fjall  knoiv  of  the  doc¬ 
trine,  whether  it  be  of  God,  as  I  fay ;  or  whether  I 
fpeak  of  myfelf,  as  you  imagine. 

And  doubtlefs  v/hat  our  Lord  faid  on  this 
head  to  the  Jews,  is  equally  true  concerning 
us  or  any  other  men  in  thefe  days.  If  any 
man  be  willing  to  do  the  will  of  God,  or  if  he 
be  lincereiy  dilpoied  to  obedience,  or  to  piety 
toward  God  and  to  true  virtue  toward  men, 
he  fhall  know  whether  the  gofpel  be  a  revela¬ 
tion  from  God,  or  a  mere  human  invention ; 
and  no  man  will  be  an  infidel,  unlefs  he  be  of  a 
depraved  heart.  This  is  manifeitly  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  our  text;  and  to  illuftrate  it  I  purpofe. 


^  1  ^ 
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I.  To  coniidcr  more  particularly  the  import 
of  thefe  words.  If  any  man  xmll  do  his  will, 

II.  Tcsconfider  the  evidence  of  the  confe- 
quence  thence  drawn.  That  f  any  man  bcfinccrc- 
ly  difpofed  to  piety  and  virtue^  he  ihaii  know 
whether  the  gofpel  be  indeed  a  revelation 
from  God. 


L  I  am  to  confider  the  import  of  thefe  words, 
If  any  man  ivill  do  his  will. 

It  is  manifeft  by  the  preceding  veiTe^  that 
the  will  of  God  is  intended.  The  words  imme¬ 
diately  preceding  are.  My  doarine  is  not  mine 
hut  his  that  fent  me.  Then  follow  the  words 
of  the  text :  If  any  man  will  do  his  will  &c, 
that  is,  the  will  of  the  eternal  Father,  who 
fent  Chrilt.  Now  to  do  his  will  is  to  be  really 
and  fincerely  obedient  to  him,  in  the  various 
duties  of  piety  and  true  virtue.  I  iciy  fincerely 
obedient;  For  no  other  obedience  than  that 
which  is  lincere,  is  wmrthy  of  the  name  of  obe¬ 
dience,  or  is  confidered  as  any  obedience  at  all 
by  him  who  looketh  on  the  heart,  and  by  that 
determines  the  adiions  and  characters  of  men  ; 
and  not  as  we  do,  by  the  mere  outward  appear¬ 
ance  or  verbal  profeliion.  That  real  and  cor¬ 
dial  fincerity  of  obedience  is  here  intended,  is 
evident,  not  only  by  the  very  nature  of  tlie 
cafe,  as  no  other  is  any  obedience  at  ail ;  but 
by  the  form  of  exprefiion  in  the  original  : 
^t>.ii,If  any  7nan  be  willing  to  do  his  will.  So 
VoL.  ‘  IV,  Ee 
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that  our  Lord  plainly  meant  a  fincere  and  wiU 
lifig  obedience,  in  which  the  will  and  heart  are 
engaged,  and  not  that  which  is  external  and  vi¬ 
able  only. 

The  parts  of  this  obedience  are  two ;  the  firft 
relpedting  God;  the  lecond  our  fellow  crea¬ 
tures.  The  firft  is  piety  or  godlinefs,  the  o- 
ther  is  morality.  Godlinefs  is  compliance  with 
the  fir  ft  and  chief  command  of  the  divine  law. 
Thou  fialt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart, 
with  all  thy  fvrength,  and  with  all  thy  mind;  and 
from  this  liipreme  love  to  God,  to  attend  on 
all  ordinances  of  his  worlhip.  Therefore  this 
attendance  muft  not  be  rendered  reluctantly, 
as  if  it  were  a  burden,  a  tafli  iieceTary  indeed 
to  be  performed,  but  difagreeable  and  weari- 

a  > 

iome  :  But  it  muft  be  rendered  cheerfully  and 
willingly,  with  fatisfadlion  and  delight.  Indeed 
it  will  be  rendered  in  this  manner,  if,  according 
to  the  text,  we  be  willing  to  do  his  wilL;  or  if 
w^e  comply  with  the  firft  and  chief  command  be¬ 
fore  recited. 


The  other  branch  of  obedience  refpecls  our 

fellow  creatures,  and  includes  all  the  duties  of 

morality;  as  benevolence,  juftice,  truth,  faith- 

fulnefs  and  beneficence.  The  foundation  of  all 

/ 

thefe  duties  is  that  cordial  love  or  benevolence 
required  in  the  following  divine  command ; 
Thoiijlxilt  love  thy  neighbour  as  ihyjelf;  which  our 
Lord  tells  us  is  the  fecond,  and  like  unto  the 
firft.  All  the  forementioned  duties  of  morali- 
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tf  niuft  be  performed  from  the  Tame  •willing 
mind,  as  the  duties  of  piety.  It  is  by  no  mean's 
enough,  that  they  are  performed  externally 
from  the  motives  of  fear  of  human  laws,  judg¬ 
ments,  and  executions ;  or  of  fiiame  and  regard 
topur  reputation. They  may  be  thus  performed, 
and  yet  by  no  means  be  performed  willingly,  as 
our  text  requires ;  but  with  great  reluctance, 
with  no  pleafure  inthofe  duties  themlelves,  but 
with  real  difguft  at  them.  Then  only  fliall  we 
perform  them  willingly,  when  we  perform  them 
from  that  love  to  our  neighbour,  which  is  cor- 
refpondentto  the  love  which  w'e  bear  to  oitr- 
felves.  Then  only  fliall  we  haveataile  or  re- 
lilh  for  thole  virtues,  or  for  the  real  beauty  of 
them. 

Thus  we  fee  what  it  is  to  be  willing  to  do  the 
w'ill  of  God  ;  It  is  to  have  a  heart  to  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  lincere  piety  and  true  virtue  ;  Or  in  o- 
ther  words,  to  love  God  fupremely,  and  man¬ 
kind  fmcerely,  or  with  direCl  and  proper  bene¬ 
volence. 

II.  I  proceed  to  Ihow,  that  he  who  is  of  this 
character,  fnall  know  whether  the  gofpel  be  in¬ 
deed  a  revelation  from  God.  This  I  con¬ 
ceive  to  he  evident  by  both  feripture  and  reaion. 

I.  By  feripture.  Our  text  leems  to  be  very 
clear  and  pertinent  to  the  prelent  purpole. 
The  queftion  between  our  Saviour  and  the  Jews 
was.  Whether  he  w^cre  a  teacher  lent  from 
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God.  He  affirmed  it :  They  denied  it.  And 
in  the  text  he  aiTerts,  that  if  they  had  a  heart 
to  obey  God^  they  would  know  whether  his 
pretenlion  were  well  founded,  or  whether  his 
dodrine,  which  is  the  Gofpel,  were  really  from 
God.  This  text  alone,  therefore,  if  there  were 
no  other  text  in  the  Bible  in  favour  of  our  doc¬ 
trine,  is  a  full  proof  of  the  truth  of  it.  One 
divine  alfertion  of  any  doctrine  is  a  fufficient 
proof.  II  one  be  not  fufficient,  neither  is  any 


greater  number. 


put  this  is  by  no  means  the  only  text  which 
fupports  this  do6li'ine.  The  general  current 
of  Icripture  implies,  and  many  particular  texts 
exprelsly  ailert,  that  the  blindnefs,  darknefs 
and  unbelief  of  mankind  are  wholly  of  the  mo¬ 
ral  kind,  voluntary  ,  and  the  refult  of  depravi¬ 
ty  of  heart.  I  fhall  mention  fome  of  them. 
John.  V.  40.  Te  will  not  come  mito  me,  that  ye 
ijngbt  have  life.  Yexvillnot-,  the  original  is 
more  explicit  and  determinate,  cv  are 

not  zvillmg  to  come  to  me.  But  this  unwilling- 
r.efs  is  alligned  by  our  Lord  as  the  reafon  of 
the  unbelief  of  the  Jews.  And  are  we  not  to 
believe  that  unbelief  in  modern  times  proceeds 
from  the  lame  caufe  from  which  it  proceeded 
anciently.^  11.  Theif.  ii.  10.  Them  that perijh,  be- 
covfcthcv  received  not  the  love  of  the  truth,  that 
Ihcy  might  be  faved.  In  other  palfages  the  Scrip¬ 
ture  abundantly  teaches  that  they  who  kelieve 
nc^  Jhall  Pcr[P.>,  fk(ill  be,  damned,  are  condemned  al¬ 
ready  And  this  tcxtalligns  the  reafon  why 
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they  perifh ;  viz.  That  they  have  not  the 
j,ovE  of  the  truth.  But  all  who  are  cordially 
difpofed  to  piety  and  virtue,  or  to  real  obedi¬ 
ence  to  the  will  of  God,  do  love  the  truth. 
Therefore  they  will  not  perifh,  but  will  believe 
the  gofpel  cind  be  laved.  Again,  (verfe  12.) 
That  they  might  be  damned,  -who  believed  not  the 
truth,  but  had  pleafure  in  unrighteoufiiefs.  This 
text  (hows,  that  no  man  will  be  damned,  unlefs 
he  have  pleafure  in  unrighteoufiiefs.  But  all  un¬ 
believers  will  be  damned.  The  confequence 
is  plain,  that  all  unbelievers  have'  pleafure  in 
unrighteoufnefs.  The  reafon  why  the  heathen 
world  were  given  over  to  a  reprobate  mind, 
was.  that  the^  did  not  like  to  retain  Cjod  in  their 
knowledge.  And  alienation  is  the  only  affigna- 
ble  reafon,  that  when  they  knew  God,  they  glorifi¬ 
ed  him  not  as  God  ;  but  became  vain  in  their  imag¬ 
inations,  and  their foolifh  heart  was  darkened .  The 

apoftle  Peter  afligns  the  fame  thing,  as  the  rea¬ 
fon  of  the  unbelief  of  the  fcofters,  who  Ihould 
come  in  the  lall  days,  and  fhould  dilbelieve  the 
fecond  coming  of  Chrift,  faying.  Where  is  the 
proin  fe  of  bis  coming  ?  The  reafon  which  he  af¬ 
ligns,  is,  a  willing  ignorance  of  the  agency  of 
God  creation  and  providence.  But  to  be 
willingly  ignorant  of  the  moll  remarkable  works 
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God,  in  which  he  has  moll  remarkably  ex¬ 
hibited  himfelf  and  his  infinitely  glorious  per- 
fedtlons,  argues  alpirit  of  impiety.  Now  we 
pave  received,  not  the  fpirit  of  the  world,  bid  the  fpi- 
r:t  -rhich  is  of  God ;  that  we  might  know  the  things 
ll  '•t  'i-rfredy  Worn  us  of  God.  This  text  inplies. 
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that  if  we  be  under  the  government  of  a  world- 
ly  Ipirit,  we  cannot  know  the  gofpel,  and  the 
truths  it  contains ;  and  therefore  cannot  truly 
believe  them .  Thefccret  of  the  Lord  is  with  them 

^ear  him.  If  therefore  any  have  not  the  fe-- 
the  :^.crdj  as  no  infiael  has,  it  mult  be 
he  (ices  not  fear  God.  I.  John  ii.  20. 
bci  e  'I  hv.woh  froni  i-se  holy  One  and  know  all 
thing:..  Bui  the  anointing  which  ye  have  received, 
aoideib  in  roiy,  and  ye  need  not  that  any  man  teach 
you  ;  hut  as  me , fame  anointing  teachetb  you  of  all 
tuiiigs,  and  is  iritth,  and  is  no  lie  j  and  even  as  it 
hath  taught  you,  ye  fhall  abide  in  him.  It  is  man- 
ifeit,  tiiat  this  anointing  or  unbtion  means  fome 
kind  of  inftruotion  or  teaching.  But  it  cannot 
mean  the  common  inftruflion  in  doftrinalknow- 
kdge  ;  becaiuc  it  is  laid  that  the  former  abides 
in  thole  to  whom  it  isgiven,  and  that  they  need 
not  any'further  ioftruflion,  and  that  they  who 
enjoy  the  inftru6tion  which  is  by  this  anointing, 
llial!  abide  in  Chrift.  But  none  of  thefe  things 
can  be  truly  laid  concerning  mere  common 
doflrinal  iniini(Slion  ;  nor  concerning  the  mi- 
i-aculous  teaching  of  inlpiration,  which  was  en¬ 
joyed  in  tlic  days  of  the  apoftles.  Judas  was 
thus  tauglit ;  yet  he  needed  further  teaching, 
and  he  did  not  abide  in  Chrift.  This  anointing 
therefore  muft  mean  that  teaching,  which  is  by 
the  lanflifying  influences  of  the  holy  Spirit. 
They  who  have  this  teaching,  hne-jo  all  things^ 
therefore  they  will  know  whetlier  the  gofpel  be 
a  divine  I’cvelation  :  And  if  any  man  know  not 
this,  it  niuft  be  through  the  want  of  fanftifica- 
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tion,  or  an  obedient  heart.  If  ye  contirnie  in  my 
xvo}‘(i“^ye  flonil  hiioxv  the  truths  Xheic  woidb  aic 
of  the  fame  import  with  our  text,  and  very 
finiilar  in  tlie  form  of  expreilion.  To  continue 
in  Chrift’s  word,  is  to  be  obedient  to  him ;  and 
fuch  (hall  know  the  truth  ;  of  courfe  they  will 
know  whether  the  gofpel  be  true.  Te  believe 
not,  becai'fc  ye  are  not  of  iny  [beep.  To  be  the 
llieep  of  Chrift  is  to  be  obedient  to  his  laws  and 
commandments,  as  the  dock  is  governed  by  the 
Ihepherd  :  And  the  reafon  why  the  Jews  be¬ 
lieved  not  the  gofpel,  was,  that  they  were  not 
obedient  to  his  laws.  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the 
beginning  of  wifdom ;  a  good  undetjianding  have  all 
they  that  do  his  commandments.  IVifdom,  in  the 
language  of  feripture,  always  implies  a  belief 
of  the  feriptures.  The  fame  is  obfervable  of 
good  iinderftanding .  Thole  who  reject  the  ferip¬ 
tures  or  the  gofpel,  are  io  far  frorii  being  ever 
in  feripture  reprefented  to  bej/polielTed  of  wif¬ 
dom,  or  a  good  underftanding,  that  they  are  e- 
very  where  called  fools,  and  arefaid  to  be  blind, 
darkened,  knoxving  nothing  as  they  ought.  All 
thofe  thereiore  who  poffefs  wifdom  or  a  good 
underftanding,  believe  the  Icriptures.  The 
fource  of  this  wifdom  and  belief  is  the  fear  of 
the  Lord ;  and  the  fource  of  infidelity  muft 
be  the  want  of  that  fear.  But  that  fear  in¬ 
volves  a  fpirit  of  true  piety  and  virtue,  and 
without  it  there  can  be  no  true  piety  or  vir¬ 
tue.  Having  the  undcrllanding  darkened,  being 
alienated  from  the  life  of  God  through  the  ignorance 
that  is  ii^  them,  becanft  of  the  blindnefs, 
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or  as  it  is  rendered  in  the  margin  hardnejs,  and 
might  be  more  ftriftly  rendered  caLloufnefs,  of 
ibeir  hearts.  The  ignorance  and  unbelief  there¬ 
fore  of  mankind  with  refpedt  to  divine  fubjeas 
is  becaufe  of  the  hardnefs  or  depravity  of  their 
h&dxts.— If  otir gofpel  be  hid,  it  is  hid  to  them  that 
are  lojl ;  in  whom  the  God  of  this  world  bath  blind- 
'ed  the  minds  of  them  which  believe  not,le/l  the  light 
of  the  glorious  gofpel  ofChriJl,  who  is  the  image  of 
God  foould  Jhine  unto  them.  Who  the  God  of 
this  world  is,  is  manifeftfrom  John,  xii.  30.  Now 
is  the  judgment  of  this  world:  now  is  the  prince  of 
this  world  cajl  out.  Chap.  xiv.  31.  The  prince 
of  this  world  ccmeth,  and  hath  nothing  in  me.  A- 
gainfl  the  riders  of  the  darknefs  of  this  world.  Tlie 
God  of  this  world  then  is  Satan,  the  great  ene¬ 
my  of  mankind  :  and  all  to  whom  the  gofpel  is 
hid,  and  all  who  believe  it  not,  are  under  the 
influence  of  the  God  of  this  world,  blinding  their 
minds ;  and  this  blinding  influence  is  the  caufe 
why  they  fee  not  the  light  of  the  glorious  gof¬ 
pel  and  believe  it  not.  But  this  malicious  be¬ 
ing  can  have  no  fuch  blinding  influence  on  any 
man,  only  fo  far  as  he  is  depraved,  and  is  un¬ 
der  tlie  influence  of  his  depravity.  Therefore 
the  whole  of  that  blindnels,  which  induces  or 
implies  infidelity,  is  built  on  the  foundation  of 
depravity  of  heart.  And  this  is  the  condemnati¬ 
on,  that  light  is  come  into  the  world,  and  men  have 
loved  darknefs  rather  than  light,  becaufe  their  deeds 
were  evil.  The  light  here  intended  is  the  liglit 
of  the  gofpel ;  and  the  reaion  liere  given,  why 
men  did  not  love  and  receive  this  light,  is,  that 
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thf^ir  deeds  were  evil.  Tf  ljercfore  it  is  ccritaivcd. 


''I . 


in  the  fcnpiiire^  Behold  I  lay  in  lAcri  a  cbicj  corn¬ 
er  fionOy  elect y  precious ;  and  be- that  beliccetb  on  him 
jhall  not  be  coJifoiinded.  Unto  you  therefore  which 
believe;,  be  is  precious  ;  but  unto  them  which  be  dis¬ 
obedient,  the fcone  which  the  builders  difllGwed 


ajicne 

them 


the  fame  is  made  the  head  of  the  corner y  and 
of  Jliimbling,  a?id  a  rock  of  offence,  even  to 
which  flumble  at  the  word,  bcuig  difobedient.  No¬ 
thing  is  more  evident,  than,  that  difobedience  is 
here  reprefented  to  be  the  caiifc  of  ftnrnbling 
at  the  word.  I,  John  iv.  6.  He  that  knowetb 
God  heareth  us  ;  be  that  is  not  of  God,  beareth  not 
vs.  Hearing  the  apoftles  implies  a  belief  of 
them.  Therefore  this  text  aherts,  that  he 
that  knoweth  God,  believeth  the  apoftolic  doc¬ 
trine  ;  and  that  he  that  knoweth  not  God,  and 
adhereth  not  to  his  caiife,  bclievetli  not  that 
dodtrine ;  and  the  former  is  given  as  the  rca- 
fon  of  tUe  latter. 


Thus  we  fee  how  clearly  and  abundantly 
the  feriptures  teach,  that  infidelity  is  the  cf- 
fedl  of  a  depraved  heart  and  life,  and  that  a  fpi- 
nt  oi  real  piety  and  virtue  will  forever  pre¬ 
vent  or  abolilh  it.  Therefore,  ■ 

2.  I  am  to  confider  how  far  the  voice  of 
reafon  coincides  with  the  voice  of  Scripture. 
If  the  gofpel  a  revelation  irom  God.,  there 
is  doubtlefs  evidence  of  it.  It  would  be  abiurd 
to  imagine  that  God  lias  taken  care  to  give  a  re¬ 
velation  oi  his  will  to  mankind,  a:Klyetbas  not 
VoL,  IV.  Ff 
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taken  care  that  there  fhould  be  evidence  Suffi¬ 
cient  to  fatisfy  the  rational,  the  attentive  an.d 
candid,  that  it  is  indeed  a  revelation.  A  reve¬ 
lation  fo  circumftanced  could  anfwer  no  pur- 
pole  of  a  revelation^  nor  could  it  be  reafonably 
expedked  that  it  fhould  be  received  and  regard¬ 
ed,  at  all  as  a  revelation.  Nay,  in  fact  it 
would  be  no  revelation  from  God  to  mankind, 
becaule  it  w'ould  exhibit  nothing  as  coming 
from  God.  If  a  kind  prince  fliouldmake  known 
liis  will  to  his  fiibjedts,  but  in  fuch  a  manner 
that  there  fhould  be  no  credible  evidence 
^that  it  was  his  wall,  as  they  could  not  in  this 
cafe  know  that  it  was  his  will,  lo  they  would  be 
juft  as  ignorant  of  what  his  will  really  was,  as 
they  were  before,  or  as  if  the  exhibition  fup- 
pofed  had  come  from  another  prince^  or  from 
any  other  perfon.  If  therefore  the  golpel  be 
from  God,  and  were  defigned  to  be  received 
as  inch,  tiiere  is  undoubtedly  evidence  that  it  is 
from  God,  fuch  evidence  as  a  rational,  atten¬ 
tive  and  candid  inquirer  will  fee :  and  all 
who  have  a  fpirit  of  piety  and  true  virtue  will 
be  candid  and  attentive  to  divine  truth,  and 
to  every  thing  which  wdth  any  probability  or 
plaulibility  claims  to  he  divine  truth  ;  and  their 
candour  and  attention  will  be  proportioned  to 
their  piety  and  virtue.  All  fuch  therefore 
will  fee  the  real  evidence  that  the  ^ofpel  is 
from  God,  and  will  receive  it  accordingly.  And 
if  any  fee  not  that  evidence,  itmuft  be  owing 
to  the  want  of  candour  and  attention,  and  there¬ 
fore  to  the  want  of  piety  and  virtue. 
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If  it  fliould  be  faid,  a  man  may  be  induced  by 
prepolleffion  of  education,  by  enthuiiafm  or 
blind  zeal,  to  receive  a  falfe  fyftern  for  truth, 
contrary  to  evidence,  or  at  leaft  without  evi- 
dence  ;  and  that  in  this  cafe  he  is  not  govern-* 
ed  by  a  perverfe  bias ; 

I  anfwer,  nothing  but  fome  perverfe  bias, 
fome  party  attachment,  fome  criminal  indo- 
lenceor  prepolTellion,  can  make  a  man  io  enthu- 
liafTic,fofullof  groundlefs  zeal  and  fo  attached 
to  the  ways  and  habits  of  his  educcition,  as, to  be 
blinded  to  real  evidence  exhibited,  or  to 
imagine  that  he  fees  evidence  which  has  no  ex- 
lienee."^ 

Whence  arifes  enthuriafm  ?  Net  farely  from  a  prin¬ 
ciple  of  true  virtue  and  piety.  1  here  will  be  perfefl: 
piety  and  virtue  in  heaven,  but  no  enthufiafm,  no  vhion- 
aries.  And  doubtlefs  if  a  man  were  completely  fancti- 
fied  in  this  world,  it  would  pj  eferve  cu'  deliver  him  from 
all  enthuuafm  If  fo,  then  enthufiaim  will,  other  things 
being  the  fame,  be  dimiiiilhed  in  any  man  in  proper i.ioii 
to  the  degree  of  his  virtue  and  piety.  If  honclly,  virtue 
and  piety  would  not  preferve  all  men  of  common  capa¬ 
cities  from  enthufiafm,  then  God  has  laid  lome  men  of 
common  capacities, under  a  neceihty  which  depends  not 
on  their  wills,  but  is  a  natural^  evincible  ncceffity,  of 
rejea;ing  true  religion,  and  embracing  enthaliafm  :  And 
then  thefe  confequences  will  follow  ;  that  they  are  un- 
der  no  obligation  to  be  truly  religious  ;  that  crithufiafm 
or  falfe  religion  in  them  is  no  fin  or  fault  \  that  true  re- 
ligion,  as  oppoled  to  enthuiiafm,  is  as  to  them  no  duty  ; 
and  that  enthufiaim  in  them  is  as  true  and  genuine  leli- 
gion  as  any,  and  conlequently  is  not  enthulialm.  On 
the  whole  therefore  we  are  obliged  to  come  to  tliis 
conclufion,  that  all  religious  enthufiaim,  and  all  vilionary 
fehemes  of  religion,  do  and  mui\  arife  from  depravity. 
N,  B,  -7he  note  in  ibis  p/2g€,  was  by  the  auUwr,  intended 
to  be  printed  as  part  of  the  text* 
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Thus,  the  truth  of  our  doarine,  that  if  any 
iTian  be  pollelfed  of  a  proper  fpirit  of  piety  and 
true  virtue,  he  lliall  know  whether  the  gofpel 
be  a  1  evelation  from  God,' or  a  mere  human 
inventian,  appears  not  only  to  be  confirmed 
by  fcripture,  but  neceffarily  to  follow  from  the 
plainelt  diaates  of  reafonand  common  fenfe.- 

i-f  this  d  oar  me  be  true,  and  if  the  gofpel  be 
a  revelation  irom  God,  or  a  fyftem  of  truth, 
ail  who  believe  it  not  are  blinded  by  fome  per- 
verfe  bias,  or  by  a  depraved  heart,  and  they 
are  not  willing  to  do  the  will  of  God.  No  o- 
Iher  rcafon  can  be  affigned  for  their  unbelief. 
A  hey  may  be  chrJIenged  to  afiign  any  other. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  the  gofpel,  be  not  a  rev¬ 
elation  irom  God,  as  there  neither  is  nor  can 
be  evidence,  that  it  is  from  him;  all  who  be- 
Levc  it  as  xrolii  him,  are  therein  adluated  by^ 
tome  perverie  bias,  or  b}^  an  unwillingnefs  to 
do  the  will  ol  God.  On  this  luppofition  all  who 
have  ever  believed  the  gofpel,  the  primitive 
Ghnftians,  the  apoftles,  even  Paul  himlelf,  who 
iiuTcred  the  lofs  ol  all  things  that  he  might  win 
Chriit,  either  did  not  at  all  believe  the  gofpel, 
and  were  the  vileil  impoflors,  or  they  believed 
the  gorpel  from  a  fpirit  of  difobedience  to  the 
divine  will.  Nay,  the  fame  is  true  of  Jefus 
Ciiriili;  himlelf.  Either  therefore  Paul,  Peter 
and  John,  nay  Jefus  himfelf,  if  they  were  not 
e'e  igning  impoliors,  believed  as  they  did  from 
a  fj^irit  of  dilobedience  to  the  divine  will  ;  or 
£ram  the  fame  fpirit  Shaftefoury,  Bolingbroke 


V  I)*-: 


^ifcaseiSiE  - "  ■ 


*  ?'^.C 


EDWARDS. 


229 


and  Hume  believed  as  they  did.  There  is  no 
medium  in  this  cafe.  And  who,  it  is  moft  like¬ 
ly,  were  influenced  by  a  fpirit  of  difobediencc 
and  impiety,  let  every  one  judge,  who  is  ac¬ 
quainted  with  their  refpeaive  writings.  _  Let 
every  fuch  perfon  judge,  whether  a  Ipirit  01 
obedience,  or  of  piety  and  virtue,  breaths  moft 
in  the  writings  of  Paul,  Peter  and  John,  and 
in  the  difcourfes  of  Jefus  Chrift;  or  in  the  wri¬ 
tings  of  Shaftefbury  Bolingbroke  and  Hume. 
The  firft  of  thefe  laft  mentioned  authors  holds, 
that  ridicule  is  the  teft  of  truth.  He  ironical¬ 

ly  declares,  “that  when  the  fupreme  civil  pow¬ 
ers  have  given  their  fanHion  to  a  religious  re¬ 
cord  or  pious  writ,  it  becomes  immoral  and 
profane  in  any  one.  to  deny  or  difpute  the  di¬ 
vine  authority  of  the  leall  line  orfyllable  con¬ 
tained  in  it” ;  and  reprefents  the  fcripture 
doHrine  of  rewards  and  punifhments  as  mean, 
felfifh,  mercinary,  and  hurtful  to  the  intereft  of 
virtue.  He  applies  his  own  avowed  teft  of 
truth  to  the  fcripture,  and  endeavours  to  ridi¬ 
cule  the  fpirit  of  prophecy  ;  and  implicitly 
accufcs  our  Saviour  of  being  actuated  by  ambi¬ 
tion  and  a  perfecuting  fpirit.  He  places  the  ■ 
obligation  to  virtue  in  its  conducivenefs  to  our 
ju'efent  happinefs ;  and  feems  to  erect  fuch  a 
icheme  of  virtue  as  is  independent  on  religion 
and  dcftitute  of  proper  regard  to  G  od.  Boling- 
broke  denies  a  providence  extending  to  indi¬ 
viduals  ;  h.olds  that  modefty  and  challity  have 
no  foundation  in  nature,  and  are  owing  to  hu- 
man  vanity ;  that  man  is  no  more  than  a  lu- 
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"iial,  whofe  views  are  confined  to 
e,  aad  nas  no  jeAfonable  profpecl 
Irate ;  is  not  accouritabie, 
ig  natu^a!iy  im- 
iupreiae  end  is  his 
3rc  l^he' other  w  j  1- 
lies  tliat  we  can  ar^ue  tlie  ex- 
ii  iii  te  -  i-igent  cauFe  oh  ail  tnings  ironi 
ihe  exiiLcace  of  the  world;  denies  tnat  we 
have  any  evidence  of  moral  perfeaionin  God, 
<^iiy  eViAience  of  a  providence,  or  a  future  date 
of  rewards -and  punilliment ;  reckons  mortifi- 
catJon,  fcif  denial  and  numility  among  the  nionk- 
iln  virtues,  and  pride  anioiig^  the  real  virtues; 
denies  the  diftinclion  between  natural  endow¬ 
ments  or  talents,  whether  mental  or  corporeal, 
and  moral  virtues  ;  and  holds  that  mental  ca¬ 
pacity,  fcrength  of  memory,  wit,  cleanlinefs ' 
and  bodily  ftrength  are  as  real  virtues  as  juft- 
ice,  chaftity  and  beneyo'ence.  Now,  I  fay  let 
any  man  of  tolerable  underftandingand  candour 
judge,  whether  tliofe  v/ho  embraced  and  taught 
luch  theological  and  moral  principles  as  thefe, 
were  rnoft  iiively  to  have  been  blinded  to  truth 
by  aipint  of  impiety  and  dilobedience ;  or  he 
wlio  delivered  the  sermon  on  the  Mount, 
and  thole  who  wrote  the  gospels,  and  other 
books  of  the  New  Testament. — 


have  now 


fininiihed  what  was  propofed 
from  our  text ;  and  therefore  fliall  cloje  the 
difeourie  withlome  inferences. 


1.  Our  fiibjcft  teaches  us^  tha^t  if  the  ^orpel 
be  true^  there  is  no  neceflity  that  any  nuui  be 
an  infidel.  Infidelity  is  not  necefiary,  but  vo- 
luntary.  IVTen  are  infidels,  becdUiC  they  are 
willingly  ignorant  of  the  truth,  and  Unit  their 
eyes  againit  it.  Doubtlefs  all  depravity  cf  heart 
is  voluntary  ;  and  that,  on  the  fuppofition  that 
the  gofpel  is  true,  is  the  real  caufe  of  all  infi¬ 
delity.  This  is  indeed  a  doftrine  grating  to 
the  pride  of  unbelievers  ^  yet  it  is  the  eocliine 
of  feripture,  and  the  do6lrine  of  reafon  too , 
nor,  as  has  been  afierted,  can  they  themfeives 
fupport  any  other  theory  with  reipefi:  to  this 
fubjea.  They  can,  on  the  fuppofition  now 
made,  give  no  other  account  of  their  unbelief, 
which  will  bear  examination.  In  vain  v/ill  any 
of  them  pretend  to  be  aaed  upon  mechanically 
in  this  cafe  ;  that  what  they  fee,  tney  lee,  and 
cannot  but  fee ;  And  what  they  xlo  not  fee, 
they  cannot  fee,  and  therefore  are  not  to  be 
blamed  :  that  men  can  no  more  think  aline, 
than  they  can  look  alike.  The  truth  is  what 
they  do  not  fee,  as  to  this  fubjeft,  they  might 
and  would  fee,  were  it  not  for  the  depravity  of 
their  hearts  ;  and  therefore  for  that  blindnefs 
they  are  moll  juflly  to  he  blamed  and  condemned* 

2.  This  fubjeft  teaches  us,  not  only  that  no 
man  is  under  a  necefiity  to  dijhelieve  chriftianity, 
but  that  no  man  is  under  a  necelfily  to  be  in 
doubt  or  uncertainty  whether  chriftianity  be  true 
or  falfc.  There  is  a  plain  and  lure  way  to  the 
folution  of  all  fuch  doubts,  aild  every  man  may 
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in  that  way  obtain  a  full  fatisfa61ion  concerning' 
the  truth.  If  Chriftianity  be  true,  he  may  ob¬ 
tain  full  evidence  of  it :  If  it  be  falle,  he  may 
c^btain  full  evidence  of  that.  All  that  is  necef- 
,  fary  to  this,  is,  that  he  be  willing  to  do  the  will 
of  God.  Therefore  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  uncer¬ 
tainty  in  this  cafe,  to  halt  between  two  opin¬ 
ions,  is  utterly  inexcufable ;  equally  fo  as  dif- 
obedience  itfelf. 

Yet  is  not  this  the  cafe  with  many  .?  They 
profefs  to  be  inquiring  whether  Chriftianity  be 
true  or  not. '  They  are  not  fatisfied ;  they 
want  further  time  to  weigh  the  evidence,  the 
arguments  in  favour  of  Chriftianity 'and  the  ob¬ 
jections  againft  it.  But  though  fuch  men  may 
flatter  themfelves  that  they  are  adting  a  very 
rational  and  commendable  part ;  the  truth  is, 

'  that  they  betray  the  wickednefs  of  their  hearts, 
and  their  unwillingnefs  to  do  the  will  of  God. 
For,  as  on  the  fuppofition  that  Chriftianity  is 
true,  they  who  pofitively  dilbelieve  its  truth, 
hereby  prove  that  they  are  under  the  influence 
of  a  difobedient  fpirit ;  fo  in  the  cafe  which  is 
now  before  us,  they  who  are  unfettled  and  halt 
between  the  truth  and  fiilfliood  of  Chriftianity, 
prove  that  they  are  under  the  influence  of  the 
fame  Ipirit.  Were  they  difpofed  to  obedience, 
they  would  foon  come  to  a  detei’mination,  and 
lee  the  evidence  which  exifts,  either  that  Chrif¬ 
tianity  is  true,  or  that  it  is  falfe. 

3.  Hence  we  fee  the  reafon  why  unbelief  is 
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every  where  in  Tcripture  reprelented  as  a  fin, 
and  is  threatened  Witii  levere  puniiliment ;  as 
it  is  in  fnch  pafiages  as  thefe.  He  that  beUeveth 
and  is  baptized  fiall  befaved  ;  but  be  that  believetb 
not Jhall  be  damned.  He  that  believetb  on  him  is 
not  midemned :  hut  he  that  believetb  not,  is  con- 
demned  already  ;  becaufe  he  hath  not  believed  on  the 
name  of  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God.  This  is  the 
work  of  God,  that  ye  believe  on  him,  whom  he  hath 
fent.  This  is  his  commandment  that  zvejhould  be¬ 
lieve  on  the  name  of  his  Son  Jefiis  Cbrijl,  So  in 
iiuinberleis  other  texts.  Now  it  hath  been 
made  an  objection  to  Chriitianity^  that  it  re- 
quires  mankind  to  believe  it ;  that  it  conftant- 
ly  exhorts  to  faith  as  a  duty,  and  difiliades  from 
unbelief  as  a  fin,  and  condemns  it  to  the  fever- 
eft  punifliment.  It  hath  been  pleaded,  that 
thi  s  is  abfurd  ;  equally  fo  as  to  condemn  and 


punifh  a  man  for  not  feeing  the  light  of  the  fun  ; 
or  to  exhort  him  to  believe  a  theorem  in  ge¬ 
ometry.  But  this  is  a  grofs  mifreprefentation, 
unlefs  it  be  fuppofed  that  the  man  fees  not  the 
light  of  the  lun  and  the  truth  of  the  geometrical 
theorem,  becaufe  he  voluntarily  llvuts  or  blinds 
his  eyes  againft  the  former,  and  will  not  pro¬ 
perly  attend  to  the  latter.  The  condemnation 
oflinners  is,  that  light  is  come  into  the  ivorld,  and 
they  love  darknefs  rather  than  light ;  and  that  he- 
caiife  their  deeds  are  evil.  Surely  as  a  difobedi- 
ent  fpirit  is  lin,  and  as  fuch  to  be  \var.nccl  agaii:  ft  ; 
fo  is  that  unbelief  which  is  the  refuii:  of  it.  As 
an  obedient  Ipirit  is  a  duty,  and  r.s  luch  is  wit;; 
good  reaion  to  be  inculcated  ;  fo  is  that  faith 
Vo  I.  IV.  Gg 
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which  depends  on  it.  As  an  unwillingnefs  to 
do  the  win  of  Goddeferves  punifliment,  if  any 
thing  doth  ;  fo  does  that  unbelief  which  is  the 
effect  Of  it.  Thele  oblervations  are  equally 
true,  whether  by  faith  we  mean  a  belief  of 
Chriftianity,  in  oppoiition  to  deifm  ;  or  that  cor¬ 
dial  receiving  of  Chrift,  to  which  the  promife  of 
lalvation  is  made. 


4.  Hence  alfo  we  learn  the  true  fource  of 
all  difputes  concerning  any  of  the  ellential  doc¬ 
trines  of  Chriftianity.  It  muft  be  fome  deprav¬ 

ed  principle.  The  fame  reafoning  holds  good 
here,  as  with  regard  to  Chriftianity  itfelf.  We 
can  no  more  fuppofe  that  God  would  leave  the 
ellential  doctrines  of  a  revelation  without  evi¬ 
dence  that  they  are  really  dodtrines  of  truth, 
than  that  he  would  leave  the  revelation  in  gen¬ 
eral  without  Inch  evidence.  And  if  there  be 
Inch  evidence,  not  to  lee  it  muft  proceed  from 
fome  depraved  principle.  No  other  caufe  of 
unbelief  in  this  cafe  can  be  alligned.  I  know" 
it  hath  often  beenfaid  to  be  owing  to  different 
modes  of  education,  different  inftruclion,  aiToci- 
ations  of  ideas  and  habits  of  thinking  &c,  that 
iome  chriftians  do  not  believe  all  the  ellential 
doctrines  of  Chriftianity.  But  if  any  or  all  thefe 
■caules  influence  them  to  rejedtany'  effential 
dodirine  of  Chriftianity,  of  the  truth  of  which 
there  is  real  and  fufffeient  evidence,  they  mull 
ftili  produce  this  effedt  by  rendering  them  un- 
candid  and  inattentive  to  the  evidence  ;  and 
tliis  want  of  candour  and  attention  is  depravity. 
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If  therefore  we  be  duly  attentive  and  candid, 
we  fliall  fee  this  evidence,  fliall  be  eftablifhed  in 
the  belief  of  the  doftrines,  and  fliall  lurmount 
our  doubts.  If  our  hearts  be  not  eftablifhed 
by  faith,  but  be  driven  about  with  every  ivmd 
ofdoSlrine,  and  crqftinefs  of  men  whereby  they  lie  in 
wait  to  deceive ;  it  muft  be  owing  to  iome  want 
of  attention  or  want  ol  candour,  or,  in  the  lan- 
*  guage  of  the  text,  to  unwillingnefs  to  do  the  will 
of  God :  And  if  all  profefl'ed  Chriftians  were  free 
from  all  depravity  of  heart,  they  would  be  a- 
greed  in  all  the  eii’entials  of  Chriftianity. 

y.  Let  us  adore  the  goodnefs  of  God,  that 
he  hath  p'ut  the  evidence  of  Chriftianity  and  of 
the  elfential  doctrines  of  it  thus  within  the  reach 
of  every  good  man.  This  evidence  is  within 
the  reach  not  only  of  the  learned,  but  of  the 
unlearned ;  not  only  of  the  wife  and  great  men 
of  this  world,  but  of  all  who  are  v/iiiing  to  do 
the  will  of  God.  Therefore  we  liave  not  to 
inquire,  who  fhall  afcend  into  heaven  or  dclcefid 
into  the  deep,  to  bring  us  evidence  of  the  truth 
of  the  gofpel :  But  the  evidence  is  nigh  us,  and 
will  be  received  by  all,  if  it  be  not  fhut  out  by 
the  depravity  of  their  hearts. — For  if  any  man 
will  do  his  will,  he  floall  know  of  the  doStnne,  whe¬ 
ther  it  be  of  God,  or  whether  it  be  a  mere  human 
invention. 
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And  Hope  maheth  not  ajhetined^- 

Hope  is  a  paffion  peculiar  to  a  ftate  of  pro¬ 
bation  and  trial ;  There  will  be  no  place 
for  it  in  that  future  world  to  which  we  are 
haftening.  There  the  faith  of  the  righteous 
will  be  fwallowed  up  in  vifion,  and  their  hope 
in  enjoyment ;  and  there  the  wicked  will  be 
llmt  out  in  outer  darknefs,  where  light  and 
hope  fliall  never  come.  But  in  this  prefent 
Hate  of  imperfeftion  and  fulferings,  hope  is  ne- 
ceffary  to  every  probationer  for  immortality . 
Were  it  now  fecluded  from  human  enjoyment, 
it  would  convert  mankind  into  furies,  and  our 
world  would  become  as  gloomy  as  the  regions 
of  defpair.  Without  this  there  would  be  lit¬ 
tle  or  nothing,  either  to  ftimulate  the  mind  to 
the  difcharge  of  the  duties  of  the  prelent  life, 
or  to  prepare  for  a  better. 
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herefoie  this  paffion  is  kindjy  implanted  in 
1-  luutn  mind  by  the  great  Creator.  And 
'  "  ;^es  the  whole  world.  It  palpitates  in 
^  -  Di  e  at.  Methrnks  there  is  no  affliftion 
.  .  I.  • ,  10  clouds  fo  dark,  as  to  be  impene- 

,  ’  "f::  "  .  ”  ®  not  only  ftim- 

ch^.n,  ot  tne  dungeon  captive.  It  fweetens 
the  cup  of  prolperity,  and  keeps  the  heart 
fiom  .inking  under  the  weight  ofadverfitv  It 
enters  into  the  abodes  of  diftrefs,  and  Cheers 
tue  difcon.oiate  with  the  profpeht  of  days  of 
ig  1  ,  peace  and  comfort,  more  than  according 
to  the  days  wherein  they  have  feen  affliaion. 

Though  hope  animates  all,  yet  all  are  far 
from  Having  the  fame  hope.  There  is  an  hope 
tnat  vvill  diiappoint  its  votaries,  and  terminate 
m  conf ufion  and  fliame.  And  there  is  an  hope 
t  luL  ma.ieth  not  ajhamed,  which  wiJ]  more  than 
aniwer  our  e.xpeaations,  and  lead  to  honor 
gicry  and  immortality.  Therefore  I  lhall  en¬ 
deavour  to  illuftrate,  the  nature  of  that  hope 

Ipoken  of  in  the  te.xt,  and  the  excellency  of 
It,  as  it  maketh  not  ajlmmed 


^  I.  \Ve  are  to  ill  nitrate  the  nature  of  that 

hope  Ipoken  of  in  the  words  before  us. 

Hope  in  general,  as  was  obferved  above,  is 
of  univcrlal  influence.  It  operates  in  an  al- 
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moft  infinite  variety  of  ways^  and  takes  differ¬ 
ent  denominations,  agreeably  to  the  different 
principles  and  obje6ts  of  its  operation,  That 
hope  which  fpends  itfelf  immediately  upon 
worldly  objects,  is  denominated  a  worldly  hope  ; 
and  it  may  be  lawful  or  finful  according  to  the 
meafure  of  our  dependence  upon  it* 

When  we  feek  the  objedls  of  time  and  fenfe 
as  the  fupreme  and  ultimate  good,  and  place 
our  higheftexpe6tations  of  happinefsupon  them, 
this  is  a  carnal  and  finful  hope,  and  involves  in 
its  nature  the  aggravated  guilt  of  downright  i- 
dolatry.  In  perfons  of  this  defcription,  the 
love  of  the  world  is  the  predominating  princi. 
pie,  and  whatever  comes  in  the  way  of  this,  they 
will  have  the  audacity  to  facrifice,  whether  it 
be  the  love  and  the  duty  which  they  owe  to 
their  Maker,  or  to  their  fellow  creatures.  But 
even  a  worldly  hope  becomes  harmlefs  and  in- 
offenlive,  when  exercifed  in  due  fubordination 
to  higher  interefts  and  concerns,  and  is  doubt- 
lefs  allowable.  He  that  cultivates  the  earth,  and 
calls  his  feed  into  the  foftened  ridges,  Ihould 
do  both  in  hope.  We  may  hope  for  fuccefs  in 
all  our  lawful  fecular  occupations.  But  thefe 
things  are  not  uppermoft  in  the  heart  and  af  * 
feftions  of  the  truly  good  man.  They  are  not 
the  objefts  upon  which  he  rells  his  higheft 
expeftations  and  dependance."  Hefeeksthem 
only  as  affording  fuftenance,  in  this  ftate  of 
palfage  to  higher  enjoyments  and  a  more 
glorious  country. 


240 


MANSFIELD. 


Hope  when  limited  to  the  fphere  of  religion 
is  called  religious  hope.  This  again  is  divided 
ifito  two  bi  anches.  the  hope  of  the  hypocrite 
and  that  of  the  true  Chriftian.  The  former  is 
reared  upon  relation  to  father  Abraham,  felf- 
righteoufnefs,  or  fome  of  the  rituals  of  religion, 
as  was  that  of  the  Pharifees,  and  hath  no  effect 
in  lubduing  corruption,  and  purifying  the 
heart :  Therefore  it  mull  terminate  in  difap- 
pointment  and  lorrov/.  But  the  latter,  in  joys 
unfpeakable  and  full  of  glory.  The  latter  is 
fpoken  of  by  our  apoftle,  of  which  only  it  can 
be  predicated,  that  it  maketh  not  ujhamed.  This 
hope  hath  for  its  objedt  that  weight  of  glory, 
That  great  falvation,  which  is  freely  tendered 
to  all  in  the  gofpel  through  Jefus  Chrili,  and 
which  is  firmly  promifed  to  all  that  believe 
in  him.  It  fixes  upon  the  enjoyment  of  the 
divine  pi'efence  and  favor,  as  the  fupreme  and 
unboui^ed  good  of  man.— Therefore  it  is  faid 
by  St.  Peter,  that  our  hope  is  in  God ;  i  e.  as 
tiie  ultimate  objedl  of  it.  Chrift  is  called  out- 
hope,  as  it  is  only  by  him  that  the  fountain  of 
God’s  grace  and  mercy  is  fet  open  to  us,  and 
as  he  hath  not  only  revealed  the  great  and  pre¬ 
cious  promilcs  of  the  golpel,  the  foundation  of 
hope ;  but  rendered  them  yea,  and  amen,  in- 
his  own  blood.  Flad  it  not  been  for  his  inter- 
pofition,  no  beam  of  light  or  hope  had  ever 
dawned  upon  the  human  eye. 


V  ur 


rthcr,  wc  are  faid  to  abound  in  hope  through 
the  'power  of  the  Holy  Ghojl,  as  it  is  by  his  divine 
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agency^  that  this  virtue  is  produced  and  chcriOi' 
ed  in  the  heart.  This  he  does  by  pcrfiuiding  the 
ruindof  the  power  and  laithfulaefs  of  God,  t\\e 
fare  accoiiiplhhment  of  his  promifes,  and  by 
raiding  it  above  anxious  doubtings  and  diftract- 
ing  defpair.  Thus  he  aiJminifters coji/c)- 
I  at  ion  to  them  who  have  fie  d  for  refuge,  to  lay  hold 
vpon  the  hope  fet  before  them  in  the  gofpel. 

The  pillars  upon  whidi  this  grace  is  fiipport- 
cd  are,  the  promifes,  the  immortality,  tbie  triilh 
and  almighty  power  of  God.  Man  may  be¬ 
tray  the  truft  we  repoie  in  him  :  But  God  is 
true,  and  will  neither  deceive  our  faith,  nor  dii“ 
appoint  our  hope.  *He  is  almiglity,  and  upon 
this  foundation  the  apoftle  bui!t  his  aifiirance 
of  hope.  For  I  know,fiitb  hey,  whom  I  have  &- 
lieved,  and  I  am  perfuaded  ihat  he  is  able  to  keep 
that  which  I  have  committed  unto  him  againjl  that 
day,  Chriilian  hope  always  prefuppoies  faith 
in  the  divine  promifes.  Vfe  cannot  rationally 
hope  for  any  thing  in  which  we  do  not  believ 
But  we  proceed, 


c , 


II.  To  illuftrate  the  excellencv  of  this  hone, 

jL  ' 

as  it  maheth  not  afeamed. 

The  fuperior  excellencies  of  it  to  every  c- 
ther  hope  will  appear  froiu  various  conlklcra- 
tions. 


I.  From  tlie  incomparable  cxcellcnc}/ of  its 
objcBs,  Theincrcafe  of  corn  and  wine,  the  en« 
VoL.  IV 
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joyments  and  treafures  of  this  perifliing  world, 
lorni  the  objecfs  of  worldly  hopes :  But  the 
Chriftian  hope  hath  iir  view  a  treafure  that  en  • 
dureth  unto  eternal  life;  which  eye  hath  not 
ieen^  nor  car  heard,  and  which  never  entered 
into  the  mind  of  man  to  conceive.  Yea,  it 
looks  iiu  to  the  throne  of  Jehovah,  and  feeksa 
place  in  his  favour  and  love  as  fiipreme good , 

And  is  tiiere  any  thing  that  will  bear  a  compa 
rilon  with  this  ?  Are  there  any  among  the  an¬ 
gels,  or  among  the  fonsof  the  mighty,  v/homay 
be  compared  to  God  ?  Behold,  he  looketh  un¬ 
to  the  lira,  and  it  fliineth  not !  The  heavens 
are  not  clean  in  his  light,  and  angels  are  charg- 
able  with  comparative  folly.  Is  there  any 
worldly  honor  or  inheritance,  that  will  admit  • 
of  any  comparilon  with  being  made  the  ions 
and  heirs  of  God  through  Jefus  Chrift  ?  So  ex¬ 
alted  andfo  divine  are  the  objefts  oiour  hope. 
Surely  then  it  maketh  not  afhamed. 


The  fupereminence  of  it  will  alfo  appear, 
Avlicn  we  contemplate  tho,  Jiability  oi  it’s  foun- 
da.tion.  How  very  precarious  and  uncertain 
is  the  foundation  of  all  worldly  hopes  Long 
iince  this  world  hath  received  from  the  mouth 
of  infpiration  that  humiliating  motto,  Va?iity  of 
vanities,  all  is  vanity.  And  experience  ihews 
that  the  faOiion  of  it  paiTeth  away  :  Therefore 
all  thofe  hopes  and  joys  which  reft  upon  it, 
muft  be  dclulive  and  tranlient. 


To  appearance  how  well  founded  were  thr 


»•# 
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hopes  of  the  eaftern  monarch,  who  faitl,  /.? 
not  this  great  Babylon  that  J  have  built  ?  1  hey 
were  founded  upon  the  bafis  of  a  nhghty  and 
vaft  empire  ;  and  yet,  alas,,  a  few  days  taught 
him,  that  their  foundation  was  in  the  land. 
The  mighty  empires  pt  the  world  are  fo  far 
from  affording  an  unfailing  foundation  to  oin 
ambitious  hopes,  that  they  are  continually  fub- 
left  to  change  theinfelves,  and  muft  loon  be 
'fwept  away  before  the  hand  of  time.  Many 
places,  which  once  were  honored  v.itli  the 
throne  of  kings  and  the  feat  of  empire,  are  now 
ftripped  of  every  veftige  of  ancient  glory,  and 
beemne  places  for  fliepherds  to  pitch  their 
tents.  Thus  pafs  all  glories  beneath  the  lap. 

Ai-e  we  buoyed  up  with  the  hopes  of  world¬ 
ly  riches  or  honor  }  The  former  reft  on  a  ka¬ 
lis  which  fire  may  confume,  or  thieves  deftroy  ; 
and  the  latter,  on  the  breath  of  popular  applauic, 
than  which  nothing  can  be  more  uncertain— -an 
airy  foundation  indeed  I  And  as  certainly  as  a- 
ny  place  their  chief  dependance  upon  it,  it  will 
break  under  them  like  a  fpider’s  web,  and  their 
towering  hopes  will  fall  upon  them  in  over¬ 
whelming  defpair. 

I 

But  perhaps,  my  hearers,  you  are  ready  to  ' 
felicitate  yourfelves,  that  your  higheft  hopes  reft 
on  far  ditterent  foundations  ;  on  a  beloved  com¬ 
panion,  a  dear  child,  perhaps  an  only  Ion  ;  or 
a  friend  that  fticketh  dole r  than  a  brother.  A- 
las  !  thefc  are  but  a  nrccarious  foundation  of 
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liope.  Before  we  are  aware,  they  may  fall  vie- 
tiios  to  the  laft  enemy, and  leave  us  to  mourn, 
wi^h  Aachel,  foi  our  children,  or  our  friends, 
retaiing  to  be  comforted  becaufe  they  are  not. 
But  the  Chriftian  hope  is  built  upon  a  foundati¬ 
on  which  no  Itorrns  can  lhake,  no  length  of 
time  can  weaken.  It  cannot  be  overthrown, 
eitlier  by  life  or  death',  powers  or  principalities, 
things  prefent  or  things  to  come.  Yea,  though 
heaven  and  earth  fhall  pafs  away,  this  lliall  en¬ 
dure.  This  is  the  only  hope  that  can  be  our 
iupport  in  a  dying  hour.  In  that  hour,  a  well 
g]  cunded  hope  is  worth  ten  thoufand  worlds, 
and  would  infinitely  more  than  compenlate  the 
toils  oi  a  v/hole  age  in  its  acquilition. 


But  remember,  Q  finner  !  all  thy  groiindlef$ 
prefiimptions  and  worldly  hopes  fhall  then  leave 
thee.  The  hope  of  the  ungodly Jhall  peripj,  Y  on 
may  now  be  promiling  3foiirle]f,  that  you  have 
goods  laid  up  in  ftore  for  many  years.  But 
what  will  all  that  avail,  when  thy  foul  fhall  be 
required  oi  thee  ?  It  v/ill  ferve  only  to  render 
liiy  fall  into  the  regions  of  defpair  the  deeper 
and  the  more  dreadful.  Baton  the  other  hand^ 
fifark  the  pcrfcB  man,  and  behold  the  upright ;  for 
the  end  oj  that  man  is  peace.  He  bath  that  hope 
in  death,  which,  having  cafe  anchor  upon  the 
immortal  (here,  becomes  both  fare  andftedfaft^ 
and  enables  him  not  only  with  a  calm  fortitude 
to  m^iet  the  lafr.  enemy,  but  to  hang  out  the 
enligns  of  vidtory  and  triumph  ;  faying,  O  death, 
xvbere  is  thyjhng  !  O  grave,  where  is  thy  victory ! 
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The  purifying  nature  of  the  hope  of  the  gof- 
pel  will  alio  lliew  that  it  is  a  glorious  hope,  and 
maketh  not  afliamed.  All  the  o^jefts  of  it  are 
pure  and  holy.  Its  firft  and  lupreme  obj  eft 
is,  a  Being  of  immaculate  purity.  Holy,  holy, 
holy,  is  the  Lord  God  Almighty.  So  heaven, 
which  terminates  all  our  defires,  is  a  region 
where  holinefs  reigns  univerfal.  Nothing  that 
defiles,  or  that  works  abomination,  lliall  ever 
pafs  through  the  gates  into  that  city.  Noy/  he 
that  is  begotten  again  unto  a  lively  hope  of 
this  glorious  inheritance,  by  the  refurreaion  of 
Jefus  Chrift  from  the  dead,  muft  purify  himfelf 
even  as  he  is  pure. 

j 

Directly  the  reverie  is  the  effe<?t  of  worldly 
hopes,  when  they  predominate  in  the  heart. 
How  often  do  we  fee  them  breaking  over  all 
the  reftridions  of  reafon  and  revelation  ?  The 
afpirhag  tyrant,  wno  hath  a  throne  in  view, 
will  not  helitate  to  plunge  the  fatal  dagger  in¬ 
to  the  breaks  of  all  that  may  Hand  in  his  way . 
Deaf  to  all  the  calls  of  humanity,  Abimelecli 
flew  three  fcore  and  ten  perionsofhis  father’s 
houfe,  upon  one  ftone,  that  he  might  be  left  in 
the  quiet  enjoyment  of  a  throne,  pofleffed  by 
ulurpation,  cruelty  and  oppreffion.  Far  too 
many  inftances  of  this  nature  might  be  adduced 
from  facred  and  profane  hiftory. 

And  if  we  turn  an  eye  upon  the  man  given 
to  the  love  of  gain,  whofe  god  is  the  world; 
wliat  injufiice-,  overreaching,  fraud  and  dupli¬ 
city  mark  his  Heps  ? 


( 
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Again  the  vile  ftratagemsto  accomplifh  the 
defigns  Oi  thole  who  are  lovers  of  pleafure 

more  than  of  God,  are  difplayed  by  Solomon 
in  inimitable  colors. 

Now  all  thefe  ftreams  of  human  depravity 
c^e  powerfully  checked  and  controled  by  that 
lacred  virtue  that  is  the  fubjedt  of  difcourfe. 
Hear  what  faith  the  apoftle.  For  the  grace  of 
God  that  bringeth Salvation  hath  appeared  to  all  men; 
teaching  us  that  denying  ungodlmefs  and  worldly 
lujis,iveSjotdd  livejoberly,  righteoufly,  and  godlily  in 
thisprefcnt  world  ;  looking  for  that  blejfed  hope,  and 
the  glorious  appearing  of  the  great  God,  and  our 
Saviour  Jefus  Chnd, 


Once  more,  the  hope  of  the  gofpel  maketh 
not  amaiiiGd,  a.s  tn  fruition  it  more  than  anjwers 
our  nipfl  exalted  expectations ,  The  delire  of  hap- 
pineis  is  what  puts  all  the  hopes  of  mankind 
into  motion.  And  as  worldly  hopes  lead  de-  • 
ludeci  mortals  to  feek  for  happinefs  wdiere  it  ne¬ 
ver  can  be  found,  they  always  terminate  in 
difappointment  and  lliame.  In  queli  of  happi- 
nefs,  king  Solomon  exhaufted  all  the  fources  of 
iublimary  joys,  whether  of  an  intelledtual  or 


ilelhly  nature.  He  gave  his  heart  tofearch  out 
by  ivifdom,  concerning  all  things  that  are  done  un¬ 
der  heaven.  He  built  houfes,  planted  vineyards  and 
orchards,  bad  great  pofeffions,  gathered  filvcr  and 
gold,  and  the  peculiar  treafure  of  kings  and  of  the 
provinces,  had  men- fingers  and  xvonien  fingers,  dnd 
the  delights  of  the  fans  of  men.  He  gave  an  un- 
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bounded  licence  to  fleflily  defires,  and  withheld 
not  his  heart  from  any  joy.  In  thele  broken 
cifterns  he  faught  for  living  waters.  But  alas  ; 
he  fought  the  living  among  the  dead.  In  the 
review  of  his  follies,  in  what  pathetic  terms 
does  he  exprefs  his  difappointment  and  ihame  ? 
Then  I  looked  on  all  the  works  that  my  hands  bad 
wrought,  and  behold,  all  was  vanity  and  vexation 
of  Spirit,  and  there  ivas  no  profit  under  the  fun. 
That  if  ihould  be  thus  with  worldly  hopes,  when 
they  have  our  chief  dependance,  is  very  obvi¬ 
ous;  as  there  is  nothing  in  this  vifible  world 
that  matches  the  nature  of  the  foul,  that  can , 
fill  its  vaft  capacities,  or  anfwer  its  unbound, 

ed  defires. 

But  the  hope  of  the  gofpel  leads  to  the 
fource  and  fountain  of  all  good,  which  coiie- 
fponds  to  the  nature  ol  the  foul^  and  like  it  is 
fpiritual,  inexhauftible  and  eternal.  Here  every 
defire  is  anfwered,  and  every  capacity  is  filled 
with  joy.  ell  might  the  Pfalmift  lay.  In  thy 
prefence  is  fulnefs  of  joy ;  at  thy  right  hand  there 
are  pleafures  for  ever  more, 

I  lhall  now  clofe  with  a  few  reflections. 

I.  As  the  hope  of  the  gofpel  is  of  a  purifying 
nature,  it  is  worthy  of  oblervation  that  in  every 
view  perlonal  holinefsislecured  upon  the  gcipel 
plan.  Chrift  came  into  the  world  to  deftroy 
the  works  pi  the  devil,  to  redeem  us  ironi  all 
iniquity,  and  to  purify  unto  himfelt  a  peculiar 
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people,  zealous  of  good  works.  And  until  this 
end  of  his  incarnation  be  accomplifhed  in  the 
heart,  there  can  be  no  rational  hope  of  an  in- 
tereft  m  him.  For  any  to  fuppofe  that  they 
may  ind^iilge  m  fin  all  their  days,  and  yet  ftand 
air  candidates  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  is  a 
delulion,  than  which  none  can  be  more  fatal 
with  which  the  god  of  this  world  blinds  the  minds 
of  the  children  of  difobedience.  Believe  me 
firs;  Chrift  Jefus  formed  in  you  is  your  only 
hope  ot  glory.  Unlels  you  partake  of  his  Spi¬ 
rit,  and  in  your  meafure  difplay  thofe  fublime 
virtues  which  fiione  forth  from  him  like  fo  ma- 
«y  lun  beams  in  unclouded  glories ;  unlefs  you 
are  humble,  holy,  chafte,  juft,  lovers  of  God  and 
of  holinefs,  your  hopes  are  unfounded,  and 
more  dangerous  than  real  defpair.  They  will 
ierve  only  to  ftrengthen  your  carnal  fecurity, 
and  render  your  final  ruin  the  more  certain  and 
dreadful.  However  high  they  may  now  rife,  on 
whatever  fuppofed  experiences  they  may  reft, 

they  will  furely  break  upon  you  one  day  in 
tormenting  defpair. 

2.  riie  animating  hopes  wiiich  are  fet  before 
us  in  the  gofpel,  Ihould  call  forth  our  Alleluias 
and  praifes  to  redeeming  love  through  all  the 
ages  of  time.  For  a  moment  let  us  look  back 
into  far  diftant  antiquity,  and  meditate  what  was 
the  dreadful  condition  to  which  miferable  man 
was  reduced  by  his  apoftacy  from  God.  Above, 
was  the  Iword  of  divine  wrath;  within,  the  lafli- 
cs  of  a  guilty  confcience,  and  darknefs  and 


249 


MANSFIELD. 


defpair  all  around.  But  behold,  from  the 
gathering  tempeft  a  beam  of  light  breaks  in  up¬ 
on  his  altonifhed  view.  Jbejeed  of  the  woman 
(kali  bruijc  theferpenfs  head.  H  ence  man  became 
a  prifoner  of  hope,  who  might  have  remained 
for  ever  a  prifoner  of  defpair.  Is  it  a  pleaiant 
andde.irable  thing  to  behold  the  light  then 
let  our  hearts  afcend  in  praifes  to  the  fountain 
from  whence  it  flows. 


3.  As  we  are  all  candidates  for  the  celeftial 
Canaan,  and  hope  finally  to  go  over  and  fee 
the  good  land  that  is  beyond  Jordan,  that 
goodly  mountain,  and  Leljanon,  it  is  our  duty 
to  examine  our  hope,  whether  it  be  evangel¬ 
ical.  What  are  its  objects  ?  Is  it  our  heart’s 
delire  rather  to  fecure  the  love  and  friendfiiip 
of  heaven,  than  the  friendfiiip  of  the  world  ? 
to  appear  virtuous  and  holy  in  the  fight  of 
God,  rather  than  rich,  honorable  and  great  in 
the  fight  of  men  Is  it  built  upon  a  foundation, 
which  no  change  of  fortune  can  overthrow  ? 
which  fiiall  ftand  fecure,  when  the  heavens  fhall 
pafs  away  with  a  noife,  and  the  elements  melt 
with  fervent  heat  ?  Does  cur  hope  work  by 
love,  and  purify  the  heart?  Does  it  prompt  us 
to  feek  for  happinefs  ultimately  in  him  whole 
favour  is  life,  and  whofe  loving  kindnefs  .is  bet¬ 
ter  than  life  f  Then  may  we  have  confidence 
in  Chrift,  and  not  be  afiiamed  before  him  at  his 


coming. 

4.  Let  me  entreat  you  carneftly  to  feek_for  a 
VOL,  IV.  I  i 


2^0 


MANSFIELD. 


well  grounded,  evangelical  hope.  The  great 

importance  of  this  hope  will  appear,  if' we  con- 

lider,  that  for  the  introduction  of  it  among  men 

the  Son  of  God  airumed  our  nature,  d  ed  for 

our  fins,  and  rofe  again  for  our  jultification  • 

f  or  the  encouragement  df  it  the  gates  of  gof- 

pei  grace  and  mercy  Hand  open  to  us  night  and 

day  :  And  upon  the  acquifition  of  it  our  peace 

of  mind  effentially  depends.  May  we  there- 

fox  c  fcek  it  asftlver,  andj'earcbfor  it  as  for  hid 
treafures. 


i-Iope,  in  general,  is  a  moft  foothing  com¬ 
panion  in  this  changing  world.  Without  it  no 
iituation  in  life^  can  be  defireable,  and  with  it 
none  can  be  infupportable.  This  is  one  of  the 
mildcft  of  all  the  paffions.  Like  a  gentle  flream, 
it  flows  in  a  calm,  unruffled  courfe;  but  when 
once  obftruaed,  it  rifes  and  foams,  and  fpreads 
ruin  and  deftruCfion  all  around.  Of  all  the 
paliions  difappointed  hope  is  the  moft  painful. 
How  awful  then  muft  be  the  final  cataftrophe* 
of  the  ungodly,  when  all  liope  fliall  be  taken  a- 
way,  and  fucceeded  by  the  blacknefs  of  defpair 
lor  ever  and  ever.  Defpair  eternal !  O  fear¬ 
ful  and  alarming  found  !  This  is  a  fire  that  is 
inextinguilhable,  and  a  worm  that  never  dies. 
Now, as  we  would  avoid  its  tormenting  panvs, 
let  us  lee  to  it  tlKit  our  hope  be  that  ofthegof- 
pel,  which  maketh  not  afnamed.  If  webe  nof- 
IciJcd  Oi  that y  we  fliall  find  it  a  plealant  com¬ 
panion  through  all  the  viciffitudes  of  time.  It 
w’ill  attend  us  in  death,  and  adrainifter  a  cup 
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confolation  in  that  hour,  which  th  is  world  can 
neither  give,  nor  take  away.  It  will  accom¬ 
pany  us  to  the  gates  of  the  new  Jerul’alein, 
where  faith  fliall  be  fwallowed  up  in  vifion,  and 
hope  in  full  enjoyment. 

And  art  thou,  O  my  foul,  the  fubjeft  of  this 
glorious  hope !  Then  great  is  thy  reward. 
The  inventory  of  thy  treafure  is  what  no  tongue 
•can  defcribe,  no  imagination  conceive.  What 
is  thy  petition  and  what  is  thy  requeft  ?  and 
it  (hall  be  granted,  to  the  half  of  the  Redeem¬ 
er’s  kingdom  :  Yea,  to  the  whole  of  it ;  lor  all 
things  are  thine ;  for  thou  art  Chrift’s,  and 
Chrift  is  God’s,  Amen. 
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sermon  exxi. 

/ 

FAMILY  PRAYER. 

BY 

SAMUEL  SPRING,  A.  M. 

Pajlor  of  a  Congregational  Church  at  Newhury-Port, 

Majfachufetts. 


Genefis,  viii.  21. 

And  the  Lord fmelled  a  fweet  favour— 

•  \  s  Noah  was  one  of  the  belt  men  both  in  the 
yv  oi(i  world  and  the  nev/,  fo  it  is  probable 
■  that  he  made  the  laft  family  prayer  in  the  old 
■world  and  the  firft  in  the  new.  For  he  built 
the  ark  ol  fafety  for  his  trembling  family  before 
the  flood,  and  the  altar  of  devotion  for  his  joy¬ 
ful  family  after  the  flood.  As  God  approved 
the  ark  of  falvation  which  was  made  according 
to  his  dire6tion  ;  fo  he  both  approved  the  altar 
of  devotion,  and  the  firft  family  offering  which 
•was  made  upon  it.  For  the  great  Benefadtor 
and  Preferver  of  men  is  always  plcafed  to  fee 
family  worfliip  fucceed  family  danger  and  fai- 
vatiom 
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spring. 


That  building  the  firft  altar  *t, 

M  offerings  upon  it  wTre 

]  V  a  h’  i;  ’  ‘‘■'1’“"  ■'ho  candid- 

;^y  c  nipartial.y  examines  the  connexion 

.x;or  „„„,edia,ely  u^on  the  exit  ofNoah.nd  hii 
). m,,ly  „-om  the  ark,  the  tnipired  hhtorian  lkv7 
And  Noab  huUl  m  allar  unto  th,  Lord,  and  tick 
ojeoery  clean  bead,  and  every  clean  fowl,  and  offer¬ 
ed  burnt  offerings  upon  the  altar ;  and  the  lord 
SMELLED  A  SWEET  SAVOUR.  The  dobirine 
therefore  obvioully  contained  in  the  text  i! 

his,  GOD  IS  PLEASED  WITH  FAMILY  WORSHIP. 

In  this  dlfcourfe  I  fliall  treat  of  the  duty  of 
lamiy  prayer;  and  in  the  next  improve  the 
lubjea  by  ieveral  inferences.  For  though 
family  wordiip  ,s  as  neceflary  now  as  it  was! 
the  morning  of  the  world,  yet  it  is  by  many 
.amiiies,  even  in  a  land  of  gofpel  light,  both 

neglected  and  hiamefully  defpifed. 

I.  That  family  prayer  is  a  duty,  is  evident 
II  om  the  example  of  the  moft  devout  and  reli¬ 
gious  men  m  every  period  of  the  church. 
Good  men  not  only  love  private  and  public  de¬ 
motion,  but  they  alfo  love  family  devotion.. 

-i  nere  is  nothing  more  grateful  to  religious 
parents  than  humbly  bending  the  knee  in  a  fo- 
cial  manner  before  God  with  their  children. 
For  the  bonds  of  the  moll;  tender  afFedion  im- 
pel  tiieiii  to  conlider  their  children  as  members 
or  their  own  bodies.  It  is  impoITible  for. pious 
parents  to  live  without  praying  for  their  chil- 
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Bren;  and  as  they  love  to  pray  for  them,  tliey 
love  to  pray  with  them  as  opportunity  prefents. 
What  enlightened  parents  on  earth  do  not  love 
to  begin  and  end  every  day  with  family  prayer  ? 
I  am  fenfible  that  there  are  fome  parents  who 
call  themfelves  Chrillians,  and  yet  live  in  the 
conftant  negleft  of  this  duty.  But  I  challenge 
the  world  to  furnifh  an  inftance  of  parents  who 
are  uniform  examples  in  other  relpedls^  and 
yet  live  in  the  negle6l  of  family  prayer.  For 
thofe  parents  and  heads  of  families  who  have 
be&n  the  moft  ftining  examples  of  good  works^, 
have  alfo  diftinguiflied  themlelves  by  their  ftrift 
and  devout  attention  to  family  prayer.  Fam¬ 
ily  prayer  is  in  fa6l  a  leading,  principal  fea¬ 
ture  in  the  face  of  every  diftinguifhed  Chrift- 
ian.  To  difpute  this  we  muft  difcard  the  moft 
valuable  part  of  church  hiftory,  and  the  lives 
of  the  beft  Chriftian^. 

Were  it  necelTary  in  a  cafe  fo  obvious,  we 
have  liberty  to  recur  to  the  example  of  Noah, 
who  at  leaving  the  ark  immediately  built  an  al¬ 
tar  for  family  devotion  upon  the  new  world. 
We  have  liberty  alfo  to  mention  the  pious 
example  of  Job,  who  made  a  family  facrifice  for* 
his  fons  at  the  clofe  of  their  feftival,  fearing- 
that  they  had  in  fome  inftances  offended  God. 
We  have  authority  alfo  to  improve  an  exam¬ 
ple  of  Jofhua.  F  or  when  he  faid  to  the-  houfe 
of  Ifrael ;  Choofe  ye  this  day  whom  ye  will  ferve ; 
but  as  for  me  a?id  my  house,  ur  will  ferve  the 
Lord  who  but  the  fteelcd  infidel  will  deny  that 
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Jofhua  maintained  family  devotion  ?  David  u 
another  bright  example.  For  after  fpendmg 
the  day  in  public  folenmities,  when  all  the  peo¬ 
ple  returned  every  man  to  bis  houfe,  he  returned 
with  a  devout  heart  to  Wr/5 This  is 
a  royal  example,  and  is  worthy  of  royal  imita¬ 
tion.  For  the  king  upon  his  knees  in  family 
prayer  is  more  honourable  than  the  king  up. 
on  his  throne.  Like  jewels,  k  ngs  fliine  tlie 
brighteft  in  the  duft,  at  the  feet  of  their 'Niaicer. 
But  as  it  is  needlefs  to  have  recouiTe  to  ti  e 
bible  to  prove  that  the  fun  fliines,  and  that 
we  have  liberty  to  fee  it,  we  ihail  only  remark: 
further,  that  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  the 
Father  of  the  raoft  exemplary  family  that  ever 
lived  on  earth,  not  only  taught  his  children  to 
pray  always  ;  but  frequently  called  them  to 
join  with  him  in  family  and  focial  prayer.  If, 
therefore,  tlie  example  of  the  moft  judicious 
and  pious  men  in  every  period  of  the  church  ;  if 
the  example  of  good  men  under  the  guidance 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft ;  if  the  example  of  Chrift 
and  his  holy  and  devout  Ltmily,  will  authorize 
the  pradiice,  the  duty  of  family  prayer  is  obvi¬ 
ous.  But 

11.  That  family  prayer  is  a  duty,  is  evident, 
from  the  neglect  and  contempt  with  which  it  is 
treated  by  proiiigate,  wic ced  men.  That  prof¬ 
ligate  men,  who  are  deftitute  of  religion  and 
corivi6!ion  both,  negleft  family  prayer,  is  need¬ 
lefs  to  Drove  ;  for  it  is  an  obvious  ladt.  Wicked 

A. 

men  are  oppofed  to  family  prayer,  becaul'e  it 
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is  a  holy  exercife,  and,  like  all  other  religious 
cxercifes,  affords  them  no  delight.  1  hey  are 
to  every  good  vvork  reprobate.  Fheexerciles 
ot  their  hearts  are  all  wrong.  They  aie  not 
only  deftitute  ot'  moral  goodnefs,  but  they  are 
full  of  moral  evil.  Sinners  invariably  choole 
what  God  has  forbidden.  Like  loft  men,  they 
always  at  heart  take  the  wrong  way.  Hence 
fays  the  fcripture  ;  They  are  all  gone  out  of  the 
’way— the  way  of  peace  they  have  not  known ;  there 
is  no  fear  of  God  before  their  eyes.  Since  there¬ 
fore  there  is  no  moral  abtion  which  is  neither 
holy  nor  fmful ;  lince  there  is  no  moral  medium 
between  virtue  and  vice,  when  we  fee  family 
prayer  negle6ted  and  defpifed  by  profligate 
men,  whole  external  conduct  correfponds  v.'ith 
the  depravity  of  their  hearts,  we  are  obliged  to 
conclude  that  family  prayer  is  a  duty.  F  or  if  it 
were  not  a  duty,  fuch  charaders  would  not  de- 
fpife  it.  It  is  as  certain  that  wicked  men,  who 
adt  openly  according  to  the  dictates  ot  their 
hearts,  will  defpife  every  duty,  as  that  good 
men,  while  a6ling  in  charadter  under  the  guid¬ 
ance  of  the  divine  Spirit,  will  hate  every  fiii. 
For  the  hearts  of  good  and  wicked  men  are  dia¬ 
metrically  oppofed  to  each  other.  When  we 
therefore  know  what  a  good  man,  afting  in 
charadter,  approves,  v/e  alfo  know  what  a  wick- 
'  ed  man  difapproves ;  and  when  we  know  what 
a  wicked  man  loves  andefteems,  v/e  alfo  know 
what  a  good  man  hates  and  Pcbhors  ;  confequently 
afcertain  the  nature  of  duty  In  proportion 
to  the  flagrant  neglect  with  which  family  prayer, 
VoL,  IV.  Kk 
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as  well  as  the  Lord’s  lupper,  is  treated  by  prof¬ 
ligates,  we  arc  furninied  with  inconteltible  e- 
vidence  that  it  is  a  duty.  For  thofe  moral  ac¬ 
tions  which  wicked  men  hate,  are  certainly 
light,  becaUiC  they  hate,  every  thing  that  is 
right,  and  love  every  thing  that  is  wrong.  In 
a  word,  we  have  juft  as  much  evidence  that 
family  prayer  is  a  duty,  feeing  it  is  negledted  by 
wicked,  abandoned  charafters,  as  we  have  that 
darknefs  and  light,  holinels  and  fin,  are  oppo- 
fites.  The  evidence  therefore  of  this  duty 
is  not  only  a  hundred  but  a  thoufand  fold.  But 
,  tdciS  !  how  lolemn  the  thought,  and  how  alarm¬ 
ing  the  conliderafion,  that  the  duty  of  fam¬ 
ily  player  uuiii  be  proved  and  urged  upon  ^us 
in  confequencc  of  the  negledt  of  it  by  thoufands, 
who  ftand  upon  the  verge  of  ruin  ! 

HI.  The  happy  fruits  zxiA  confequences  of  fa¬ 
mily  prayer  obvioufly  prove  that  it  is  a  du¬ 
ty.  For  what  food  can  be  given  to  the  hun¬ 
gry,  what  drink  can  be  given  to  the  thirfty,  and 
what  cordial  can  be  adminiftered  to  thofe  who  are 
faint,  better  calculated  to  anfwer  the  benevo¬ 
lent  purpole  of  providence,  than  family  prayer 
is  to  leaion  on  the  minds  of  children  and  fer- 
vants,  of  the  old  and  young,  through  the  houfe  ? 
The  happy  fruits  and  eftedts  of  family  devotion 
arc  fo  numerous  and  obvious,  that  the  leafthint 
redpedting  them  will  authorize  the  argument. 
Morning  and  evening  feafons  of  family  devo¬ 
tion  arc  the  moft  profitable  and  precious  fea- 
lons  which  the  clay  prelcnts.  By  family  devo- 
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tion,  properly  regulated  and  condu61ed,  ever}' 
perfon  in  the  houie  is  taught  to  receive  the  bi^ 
ble,  that  endlefsfource  of  heavenly  inftruciion  ; 
and  by  hearing  a  fuitable  portion  of  the  krip- 
tures  read  every  day,  the  memories  oi  tne  a- 
ged  are  refrclhed,  and  the  opening,  teachable 
minds  of  children  are  infenfibly  imprelied  with 
divine  truths  which  are  neceH'ary  to  lalvation. 
Family  worfliip  is  a  doniejlic  Bethel .  It  is  to 
publick  worihip  what  blofibms  are  to  ripe 
fruit..  Who  can  teach  his  children  to  adopt 
a  fuitable  form  of  words  in  prayer,  better  than 
by  praying  frequently  and  properly  before 
them  ?  What  has  a  more  direct  tendency  to 
enforce  the  neceliity  and  importance  oi  fecret 
prayer,  than  for  the  father  or  miniller  oi  the 
houfe  to  pray  lolemnly  and  devoutly  beiore 
his  children,  night  and  morning,  that  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  God  may  attend  them,  not  only  in  the 
duties  of  the  family,  but  alfo  in  the  duties  of 
the  clofet  ?  When  children  frequently  hear 
their  pious  father  earneftly  beg  God  to  give 
them  new  hearts,  and  to  forgive  their  lins,  ior 
the  lake  of  Chrift,  their  tender  minds,  according 
to  the  courfe  of  providende,  are  more  or  lefs 
imprelied  with  the  importance  of  praying  for 
themfelves.  While  the  father  devoutly  ad- 
dreffes  the  throne  of  gr?.ce  in  family  pra}' cr, 
he  fows  the  feeds  of  conviction  round  his  houfe. 
There  are  inllances  of  this  nature  properly  au¬ 
thenticated.  Many  of  the  children  of  God, 
while  relating  the  courfe  of  the  divine  opera¬ 
tions  on  their  confcicnces  and  hearts,  gratelul- 
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ly  refer  to  the  early  feafons  of  family  wor* 
Ihip.  ■ 

In  addition  to  thefe  happy  confequences  of 
family  worlhip,  we  have --realbn  to  beiieve  that 
God  has  frequently  anfwered  the  I'anuiy  requeft 
of  parents  in  the  conviction  and  converhon  of 
their  children.  For  parents  are  never  under 
more  happy  advantages  to  approach  the  throne 
ol  giace,  ana  to  intercede  with  God  for  their 
chiidien,  than  in  the  time  ol  family  worlliip, 
w  ’len  they  are  kneeling  with  them  before  their 
Maker.  11  parents  ever  devote  their  children 
to  God,  tney  t  o  it  in  family  prayer.  For  what 
Chritlian  parent  can  wait  on  God  in  family 
prayer,  encircled  with  his  tender  children,  and 
not  ardently  defire  the  falvation  of  their  fouls  ? 
Let  the  argument,  if  you  pleafe,  be  impartially 
examined  by  praying  parents,  and  I  preiume 
their  grateful  experience  will  teftify,  that  fami¬ 
ly  prayer  is  moft  happily  calculated  to  prepare 
them  to  dedicate  their  children  to  God,  and  to 
tiain  them  up  in  the  nurture  and  admonition 
ol  the  Lord.  For,  as  previoully  remarked, 
thole  parents  who  have  excelled  in  family 
prayer,  have  alfo  generally  excelled  in  all  other 
parental  duties.  Praying  for  faithfulnefs  has 
a  moft  direbt  tendency  to  make  parents  faith- 
tul.  For  who  can  fincerely  alk  God  for  grace 
to  enable  him  to  train  up  his  children  for  Chrift, 
and  yet  flagrantly  negiedt  their  precious  snd 
imniorta!  iouls  r 
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Other  lovely  efFe^ls  of  family  prayer,  as  it 
refpeds  children,  are  obvious  even  to  the  pub- 
lick  eye.  For  no  children  are  fo  feafonably 
acquainted  with  the  nature,  delign  and  exten- 
five  advantages  of  public  worlhip,  as  thofe  who 
are  acquainted  with  the  folemnities  of  family 
worfliip.  TThe  children  ot  a  domeftic  fan6tua- 
ry  early  learn  how  to  behave  in  the  houfe  of 
God,  and  in  what  light  they  ought  to  view  the 
minihers  ol  the  gofpel,  and  the  holy  ordinances 
which  they  adminiiler.  For,  as  in  the  inftance 
of  Noah  and  his  houfe,  family  worlliip  is  pub¬ 
lic  worlhip  in  miniature.  Every  father  is,  by 
the  ordination  of  heaven,  the  minifter  of  his  own 
houfe;  and  ought  regularly  and  uniformly 
to  adminilier  all  the  domellick  ordinances. 

In  a  word,  family  worlliip  is  the  nurfery  of 
religion,  and  every  feafon  ot  family  worlhip  is 
the  feed  time  offalvation  ;  and  where  it;is  main¬ 
tained  with  the  molt  regularity  and  devotion 
we  reafonably  expedt  the  moll  ripe  fruit.  For 
the  molt  flounlhing  and  fruitful  trees  in  the 
garden  of  the  Lord  were  taken  from  the  blelfed 
•  nuriery  of  family  worlhip. 

IV.  That  family  prayer  is  a  duty,  isevident 
from  the  evil  confequences  which  attend  the 
neglefl  of  it.  The  courfe  of  providence  is  u- 
niform  both  in  the  natural  and  moral  w'orld. 
That  which  is  done,  is  that  -which Jhall  be  done ;  and 
there  is  no  new  thing  under  the  fun.  As  thofe  men 
therefore,  who  negleflto  fow  and  plant,  to  eat 
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and  drink,  to  read  the  bible  and  hear  the  gof- 
pel  have  notiiing  to  expeft  but  a  full  harveft 
oi  bitter  and  mortal  fruits ;  lo  thofe  parents 
who  negleht  family  worfhip,  expofe  and  even 
iuDje<L’t  themielvesand  their  children  to  innume- 
rable  temptations  and  evils.  Are  children 
taught  to  read  the  bible,  and  to  treat  it  as  the 
W'ord  ot  iile,  by  feeing  their  parents  negledl  it  ? 
Are  children  taught  to  pray  always,  agreeably 
to  the  mltructions  of  Chrift,  by  never  hearing 
their  parents  pray  at  all .?  Are  they  taught,  by 
the  conftant  negleft  of  family  prayer,  the  duty 
ol  fecret  and  public  prayer  r  In  a  word,  were 
children  ever  taught  to  pray  by  parents  who 
never  pray  with  them  ?  Will  parental  negleft 
inculcate  filial  duty  ?  It  is  needlefs  to  anfwer. 
Hence,  as  prayeriefs  parents  are  always  unfaith¬ 
ful,  it  is  generally  the  caie  that  they  have 
thoughtlefs  children,  whofe  minds  are  deftitute 
of  conviftion,  aud  whofe  lives  are  full  of 
youthful  vanities  and  irregularities,  which 
threaten  the  cIeltru6tion  of  their  fouls. 


i  neie  remarks,  refpefting  the  evil  fruits  of 
negle6ting  family  prayer,  by  no  means  imply 
that  ail  ciiiidren  are  regular  who  attend  to  the 
folemnities  of  family  devotion.  For  there  are 
many  who  maintain  nothing  but  the  bare  form  of 
family  prayer  :  And  there  are  others,  who,  tho’ 
they  pray  in  faith,  yet,  like  Eli  and  David,  arc 
unfaithful  in  lome  refpedls,  and  do  not  rellrain 
tneir  children.  The  argument  neither  iuppof- 
cs  that  all  tne  children  of  praying  parents  are 
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even  the  fubjefts  of  conviftion,  nor  that  all  the 
children  of  prayerlefs  parents  are  deftitute  of  re¬ 
ligion.  For  God  is  a  fovereign  in  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  his  Spirit :  And  tho'‘good  Jofiah  was  the 
fon  of  wicked  Amon,  and  tho’  wicked  Abialoni 
was  the  fon  of  holy  David ;  yet  the  hiftory  of 
man  is  full  evidence  that  children  are  jrnfenfi- 
bly  influenced  by  the  example  of  their  parents. 
Hence  the  moft  thoughtlels,  the  moft  ftupid  and 
vicious  part  of  mankind^  are  generally  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  parents  who  have  neglected  the  great 
duty  of  family  prayer.  As  family  worfliip,  re¬ 
gularly  and  devoutly  performed,  is  a  check  up¬ 
on  every  youthful  extravagance  and  vice ;  fo  the 
negleft  of  it  opens  that  door  of  temptation,  which 
proves  fatal  to  thoufands  of  young  perlons. 
Satan  loves  to  refide  in  thofe  families  where 
he  isTnot  difturbed  with  the  folemnity  of  morn¬ 
ing  and  evening  devotion.  For  his  influence 
with  families,  as  well  as  with  individuals,  is  al¬ 
ways  proportionate  to  the  prayerlefs  fpirit  which 
obtains.  When  the  adverlary  has  influence 
fuflicient  to  prevent  family  prayer,  it  is  eafy 
to  prevent  fecret  prayer,  and  all  other  religi¬ 
ous  duties.  For  that  houfe  which  is  deftitute 
of  prayer,  is  deftitute  of  religion,  and  full  of  fin. 
Though  a  houfe  of  prayer  is  not  free  from  fin  ; 
yet  a  houfe  which  is  deftitute  of  prayer,  is  deftir 
tute  of  religion. 

V.  That  ftimily  prayer  is  a  duty,  is  evident 
from  the  nature  and  defign  of  focial  duties. 
As  there  are  duties  which  pertain  to  kingclcms. 
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ftates  and  towns,  to  churches  and  individuals, 
fo  there  are  duties  which,  in  a  peculiar  manner, 
pertain  to  families.  It  is  evidently  the  duty 
oi  parents  and  children  to  live  together  in  the 
fame  houfe,  to  labor  together  to  promote  the 
intereft  of  the  family,  to  eat  and  drinlc  toge¬ 
ther  at  the  fame  common  table,  to  rejoice  to¬ 
gether  in  profperity,  and  to  mourn  together 
in  adverlity  :  And  who  can  reafonably  deny  that 
it  is  their  duty  to  pray  together  ?  For  what  is 
the  defign  of  focial  prayer,  if  part  of  the  fame 
moral  whole,  if  members  of  the  fame  family, 
who  are  all  made  one  by  the  moft  interelting 
and  endearing  bonds  of  natural  and  domeftic 
affection,  and  by  the  reception  of  common  ben¬ 
efits  and  mercies,  fliall  not  be  one  in  family 
prayer  ?  It  is  certainly  as  eafy  to  prove  that 
parents  and  children  ought  to  pray  together 
in  a  facial  manner,  as  it  is  to  prove  that  they 
ought  to  eat,  and  drink  and  live  together.  For 
family  mercies  call  for  family  thanksgiving  and 
praile.  But  let  the  reafonablenefs  of  family 
prayer  be  examined  before,  the  following  cafe. 
Is  it  not  the  duty  of  a  father  to  pray  for  his 
child  who  is  dangeroufly  lick,  wdien  the  child  de¬ 
fire  the  prayer  of  his  father,  as  well  as  the  prayer 
ofhis  minifter  ?  The  anfwer  is  obvious.  But 
fliall  he  pray  for  his  lick  child  before  the  family  ? 
or  direct  the  family  to  leave  the  chamber  ?  It  is 
evident  in  this  tender  cafe,  that  he  ought  to  lift 
up  holy  hands  before  his  family.  But  further, 
if  God  gracioufly  hear  his  prayer,  and  reftore 
the  child  to  health,  lhall  he,  at  the  grateful  re- 
queft  of  the  child,  give  thanks  before  his  family  ? 
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Every  one  is  impelled  to  fay,  let  the  father, 
with  the  common  mouth  of  his  grateful  family, 
give  thanks  tp  God,  before  the  folemn  circle, 
for  the  merciful  reltoratiort  of  the  child.  This 
is  all  natural  and  ea  fy.  But  this  edablilhcs  the 
duty  of  family  prayer.  For  this  is  not  only  lo- 
cial  prayer,  but  it  is  family  prayer:  Thus  all 
religious  parents  conduct  in  limilar  caufes. 
They  love  to  unite  with  their  families  ill  aiking 
God  for  all  needful  blellings ;  and  when  they 
receive  mercies,  either  of  afpiritual  dr  tempo¬ 
ral  nature,  they  love  to  join  with  them  in  giving 
thanks.  This  was  evidently  the  pra6tice  ol 
Noah.  For  as  foon  as  he  and  his  family  had 
efcaped  the  univerfal  deluge,  VvFich  deftroyed 
all  the  reft  of  the  human  race,  he  built  an  altar 
for  focial  wordiip,  and  gave  thanks  to  God  for 
his  profperous  voyage  acrofs  the  vaft  and  awful 
deep,  from  the  old  v  orld  to  the  new. 

To  eftablifh  the  duty  of  ftimily  prayer  we  have 
authority  to  improve  every  inftance  of  focial 
prayer  mentioned  in  fcripture.  For  if  it  was 
proper  for  Mofes,  Samuel,  Solomon  and  the 
prophets  to  unite  with  the  church  and  family 
of  God  in  prayer,  for  needed  mercies  and  blei- 
fings,  it  is  equally  proper  for  parents  and  chil¬ 
dren  to  be  focially  engaged  in  addreffing  the 
throne  of  grace.  Family  worfhip  is  as  proper 
in  every  houfe,  as  it  is  upon  a  defolate  ifland, 
where  a  family  is  unfortunately  lodged.  For  as 
the  body  is  one,  and  hath  many  members;  and 
all  the  members  of  that  one  body,  being  many, 
VoL.  IV.  H 
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are  one  body,  fo  alfo  is  Chrift ;  and  fo  ought  pa¬ 
rents  and  cnildren  to  be  in  every  family.  E- 
vci y  houfe  ought  to  be  a  Eethel,  every  fa¬ 
ther  a  private  minifter,  and  every  family  a- 
domeitic  church. 


Vr.  The  duty  of  family  prayer  is  obvious 
from  the  import  of  feveral  texts  of  fcripture. 
Men  are  taught  to  pray  alivays,  with  all  prayer 
andfupphcalion.  But  to  pray  always  with  all 
prayer  and  fupplication  is  not  only  to  pray  at  all 
times,  but  in  every  Irate,  conditonand  relation 
of  life.  The  inltrudtion  therefore  points  at 
the  duty  of  family  prayer,  as  well  as  fecret  and 
publick  prayer.  For  families,  as  well  as  indi- 
vidiuals  and  churches,  have  common  mercies, 
wants  and  tins,  which  loudly  call  for  focial  grat¬ 
itude,  prayer  and  confeliion.  Than  this,  no- 
tliing  can  be  more  obvious.  Hence  all  prayer 
includes  family  prayer.  Again,  while  the  a- 
poftle  inculcates  the  duty  of  hulbands  and 
wives  living  together  as  heirs  of  the  grace  of 
life,  he  alligns  this  reafon  for  it,  that  their  prayer 
be  not  hindered.  We  therefore  conclude,  that 
he  urges  tlie  neceflity  of  focial  duties  with  par¬ 
ticular  reference  to  the  duty  of  focial  and  fa¬ 
mily  prayer.  For  hufbands  and  wives  cannot 
harmonize  in  family  prayer,  if  they  do  not  har¬ 
monize  in  the  particular  duties  of  conjugal  life. 
To  pray  together  as  Chrillians,  we  mult  live 
togeu.er  as  Chrillians. 
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FAMILY  PRAYER. 

BY 

SAMUEL  SPRING,  A.  M. 
Pajlorof  a  Congregational  Church,  Newbury -Port, 


Genejis,  viii.  2 1 . 


And  the  Lord  fmellcd  a  fweet favour — 

Im  prove  M  ENT. 

I.  If  family  worfliip  is  one  of  the  leading 
features  of  the  Chriilian  charader,  we  infer 
that  thofe  perfons  who  think  themfelves  Chrif- 
tians,  and  yet  live  in  the  neglect  of  it,  are  defti- 
tute  of  religion,  and  the  fubjedsof  ftrong  dclu- 
fion.  For  Chrift  fays  ;  Then  are  ye  my  friends,  if 
ye  do  whatfoever  I  command  you ;  and  if  ye  love  me, 
ye  will  keep  my  commandments As  faith  without 
works  is  dead,  every  man’s  faith  is  proportion- 
ate  to  his  obedience.  He  therefore  who 
thinks  himfelt  a  Chriftian,  while  he  lives  in  the 
conftant  negled  of  one  of  the  cardinal  duties 
of  the  gofpel,  does  but  dream  about  religion. 
For  Chriftians  cordially  love  and  faithluily 


xm 


1)5 


s  P  R.  I  N  G 


pradile  dll  the  duties  of  the  gofpel.  For  it  is 
obedience  to  Chrift  only,  which  conftitutes  a 
Chriftian.  If  the  courfe  of  things  were  altered 
and  reverfed,  corrupt  trees  would  bear  good 
fi  uit,  corrupt  fountains  would  afford  pure 
ftreanis,  good  hearts  would  bring  forth  bad 
thing?,  and  Chridians  would  be  manifeft  by  the 
neglect  and  contempt  of  duty.  ^But  the  divine 
conititution  is  not  reverlible.  The  laws  of  the 
natural  and  moral  worlds  are  unalterably  fixed. 
Hence,  as  a  good  tree  always  bears  good  fruit, 
and  as  a  pure  fountain  always  affords  a  pure 
ftreani ;  fo  Chrift,  the  author  of  nature  and  all 
lier  laws,  fays,  ^  good  man,  out  of  the  good  trea^ 
jure  of  his  heart,  bn ngeth  forth  good  things.  For 
out  of  the  abmidance  of  the  heart  the  mouth  fpeak- 
eth.  When  we  therefore  fee  a  man  living  in 
tlie  violation  of  the  fixth  command,  we  cannot 
call  him  a  Cliriftian  :  When  we  Ice  another  liv¬ 
ing  m  the  violation  of  the  eighth  command,  we 
cannot  call  him  a  Chriftian  :  When  we  fee  a 
tmrd  living  in  the  violation  of  all  the  laws  of 
tne  labbath,  charity  vnll  not  permit  us  to  call 
him  a  chriftian  :  And  when  we  fee  others  neg¬ 
lect  and  defpife  fecret  and  family  prayer,  we 
have  no  more  grounds  to  think  they  are  Chrif- 
tians,  than  we  have  to  think  they  arc  angels, 
tor  by  f  be  IT  fruits,  Chrif  fays,  ye  Jball  kneu) 
them.  The  confequence  is  obvious,  that  thofe, 
men  who  efteem  themfelves  Chriftians,  while 
they  coniiantly  negiedt  famil}^  prayer, which 
is  one  of  the  principal  duties  of  the  gofpel,  are 
the  fubjects  of  ftrorlg  and  dangerous  delufion 
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We  ought,  in  cafes  of  this  interefting  nature 
to  the  fouls  of  men,  to  let  the  fubje6l  fpeak  its 
own  native  language,  agreeably  to  thefpiiit  of 
infpiration.  For  guilt  will  fooner  or  later 
fting  and  pierce  the  fubjeds  of  fuch  fatal  deluli- 
on.  Mult  we  not  fay  that  a  man  is  grosfiy  de¬ 
luded,  who  thinks  himfelf  pofiefled  oflliininga- 
bilities,  when  he  is  railed  in  the  fcale  of  being 
but  juft  above  the  level  of  ideots  ?  Do  we  not 
think,  another  deluded,  who  eftimates  himfelf  a 
man  of  fortune,  while  he  is  clothed  with  the 
rags  and  fubjedted  to  all  the  diftrefs  of  poverty  ? 
W  hen  we  fee  another,  who  values  himfelf  up^ 
on  his  fuperior  knowledge,  while  he  is  deftitute 
of  common  information  and  grofsly  ignorant, 
do  we  not  fay  that  he  is  ftrangely  deluded  ?  Arid 
does  reafon,  does  Chrift,  and  will  the  day  of 
judgment,  call  him  a  Chriftian,  who  lives  in  the 
conftant  negleft  of  family  prayer  ?  No,  my 
friends,  he  is  the  fubjedt  of  delufion  :  He  is  the 
fubjedt  of  deep  and  ftrong  delufion;  for  he  be¬ 
lieves  a  lie  !  and  will  inevitably  be  loft,  except 
he  fpeedily  repent  and  beg  for  mercy.  For  aa 
a  manfoweth,  fofhallhe  reap.  He  who  fows 
the  feeds  of  delufion  and  deception,  muft  reap 
an  anfwerable  harveft.  For  the  ji,idge  of  all 
the  earth  will  do  right. 

II.  If  family  worlliip  is  the  nurfery  of  reli¬ 
gion,  which  furnillies  the  garden  of  the  Lord 
with  the  moft  flourilliing  and  fruitful  trees,  we 
infer  the  exceeding  great  wickednefs  of  parents 
who  negledt  it.  The  beft  method  we  can  a- 
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flopt  to  furvey  the  guilt  of  men,  is  to  afcertain 
the  evils,  as  tar  as  poffible,  which  are  infepa- 
rably  conne6ted  with  their  difobedience.  The 
man  who  commits  a  fault  which  injures  him- 
lell,  IS  guilty  of  wronging  his  own  foul.  He 
WHO  performs  an  adion  which  is  injurious  to  o- 
.  thers,  IS  proportionably  guilty.  How  exceed- 
ingly  guilty  then  are  parents  who  neglect  fa 
•  mily  prayer  ?  For  than  family  devotion,  pro¬ 
perly  regulated,  no  practice  can  be  adopted 
w  .ich  has  a  more  direct  tendency  to  promote 
tne  belt  interelt  of  families,  and  the  higheft 
prolperity  oi  the  church.  '  It  tends  to  unite 
the  hearts  of  parents  and  children  to  each  o- 
ther,  to  invigorate  the  hearts  of  thofe  who  de¬ 
voutly  pray,  and  to  feafon  and  folernnize  the  ' 

minds  of  all  others.  In  a  word  fince  family 
devotion  tends  to  make  good  hearts  better,  and 
to  make  bad  hearts-  good;  lince  it  tends  to 
bmid  up  the  church,  and  the  negled  of  it  tends 

to  deltroy  the  church,  and  confequently  the  fouls 

of  thoufands,  it  is  eafy  to  lee  that  thofe  pa¬ 
rents  who  negleft  it,  are  incomparably  guilty. 
Finely  one  lees  that  a  minifter  is  very  guilty 
indeed,  who,  by  negleftinghis  duty,  is  chargea 
ole  with  tile  blood  of  but  one  foul  r  And  arc  not 
parents  guilty,  who,  by  neglecting  domeltic  fo- 
lemnities,  train  up  their  children  for  Satan  and 
deftruction,  rather  than  for  Chrift  and  heaven  .? 
Who,  without  fublime  pleafure,  can  think  of  the 
bJelRng  conferred  on  children  in  confequence 
of  the  united  prayers  of  devout  parents  ?  And 
w'ho  can  think  ol  the  evils  brought  upon  ch.ildren 
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by  prayerkfs  parents,  without  a  bleeding-,  pain¬ 
ful  heart?  But,  as  the  influence  of  example  is 
is  powerful  and  extenflve,  let  us  trace  it  lor  a 
moment  in  reference  to  pofterity.  For  the 
fubjea  is  the  moft  interelting.  Acccrding  to 
the  courfe  of  providence,  all  thole  children 
who  are  made  the  fubjefts  of  grace,  in  conie- 
quence  of  family  prayer,  will  be  fhining  exam¬ 
ples  themfelves  in  the  fame  branch  of  duty. 
The  next  generation  will,  according  to  the  di¬ 
vine  conftitution,  tread  in  the  fame  blefl'ed 
Heps,  and  fo  on  from  generation  to  generation, 
from  generation  to  generation.  For  God  has 
promifed  his  mercy  to  thoufands  of  generations 
of  them  that  love  him  and  keep  his  command¬ 
ments.  Abraham  was  a  blefling  to  Ifaac,  and 
Ifaac  to  Jacob,  and  Jacob  to  Jofeph,  and  Jofeph 
was  a  blefling  to  millions.  Agreeably  to  this 
gracious  courfe  of  providence,  the  family  blef¬ 
ling  has  obvioufly  defended,  in  many  inftances, 
from  father  to  fon,  even  fince  the  days  of  in- 
fpiration  were  brought  to  a  period.  There 
are  inftances  of  pio\is  children,  who  grate¬ 
fully  repeat  the  hiftory  of  their  religious  pa¬ 
rents  and  grand  parents,  and  even  of  de¬ 
vout  anceltors  more  remote.  As  Timothy 
was  the  child  of  the  child  of  thecHiLD  of 
God;  fo,  to  the  honour  of  divine  grace, 
there  are  fome  pious  children,  even  at  this* 
day  of  great  deluflon,  who  can  modeftly  and 
juftly  fpeak  of  the  pious  line  of  their  fami¬ 
lies.  What  religious  heart  does  not  glow  with 
delight,  to  hear  a  pious  child  fpeak  of  the  dc- 
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vout  prayers  and  pious  example  of  his  parents 
and  grand  parents  ?  For  in  this  connexion  we 
lee  the  Welling  defcending  from  the  parent  to 
the  child.  But  it  we  turn  the  taWes,  and  trace 
the  influence  of  example,  which  is  let  by  irre¬ 
ligious,  prayerlels  parents,  we  Ihall  find  it  ex¬ 
ceedingly  fatal,  not  only  to  children,  but  to 
children’s  children,  unto  the  third  and  fourth 

.  generation.  The  hiftory  of  the  family  of  Ham, 

Ammon,  Moab,  Jeroboam,  Ahab,  and  many 
others,  are  but  lively  pictures  of  the  righteous 
'courfe  of  providence  refpebting  the  families 
that  call  not  on  the  name  of  the  Lord.  The 
bible,  and  even  the  whole  volume  of  time,  is 
full  of  inftances  of  the  moll  pernicious  and  fa¬ 
tal  eff’e<5ls  of  the  bad  examples  of  parents.  The 
blindnefs,  the  ignorance,  the  brutality  and  i- 
dolatry,  of  all  the  heathen  tribes  and  nations, 
are  but  the  natural  fruits  and  concequenfes  of 
the  impious  examples  of  the  parents  of  the  hea¬ 
then  world.  The  evil  which  is  brought  upon 
families,  tribes,  nations,  and  upon  the  world- 
in  confequence  of  the  prayerlels,  irreligious 
example  of  parents,  is  infinite.  For  many 
families  of  children,  and  not  only  fo, 
but  many  nations,  are  no  doubt  going  ra¬ 
pidly  to  dellrufton  in  confequence  of  this 
fatal  negleft  of  their  parents.  How  inex- 
prellibly  wicked  then  are  parents,  who, 
though  they  live  in  the  blaze  of  the  gofpel 
light,  fee  and  read  the  deftru(5live  confequences 
ot  parental  negledl,  yet  live  in  the  conllant 
neglect  of  family  devotion  !  Prayerlefs  parents 
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are  not  only  going  to  deftruftion  thcnileives^, 
and  carrying  their  children  with  them;  but 
they  are  leading  generations  of  men  down  to 
endlefs  burnings.  And  v/hat  muil  be  their 
doom,  v/ho  are  guilty  of  the  blood  of  their  chil¬ 
dren  and  childrens  children^  whom  they  are 
bound  to  lead,  by  pious  examples,  into  the  path 
of  life  ?  Attend  a  moment  to  the  iolemn  con- 
lequences  of  reprobated  children  rifing  up  in 
judgment  againfe  their  parents,  and  charging 
them  with  the  lofs  of  their  fouls  !  Who  can  en¬ 
dure  the  thought  of  the  dreadful  feene  ?  But 
this  will,  no  doubt,  be  the  fadt.  For,  though 
vain  and  thoughtlefs  children  boaft  of  indul¬ 
gent  parents,  becaufe  their  jovial  evenings  are 
not  interrupted  by  family  prayer;  though 
they  now  congratulate  each  other  that  they  are 
not  perplexed  with  the  authority  and  influence 
of  ftricl,  religious  parents;  yet,  alas!  alas! 
the  day,  the  dreadful  day  is  coming,  when  fons 
and  daughters  will  rife  up,  and  accufe  their  pa¬ 
rents  for  their  indulgence  and  negligences.  For 
childhood  and  youth  are  vanity  :  And  parents 
cannot  adopt  a  more  ready  method  to  ruin  the 
fouls  of  their  children,  than  to  fet  them  the 
prayerlefs  example,  and  permit  them  to  in¬ 
dulge  their  vain  and  forbidden  defires.'^  Pa¬ 
rents  therefore,  who  do  not  love  the  fouls  of 
their  children  now,  muft  expeft  that  their  chil¬ 
dren  will  hate  and  defpife  them  in  the  judgment 
of  the  great  day.  If  parents  will  not  blefs 
their  children  now  in  family  devotion,  they 
muft  expe6l  to  be  'curfed  by  their  children  at 
VoL.  IV.  Mm 
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the  bar  of  God.  Let  prayerlefs  parents  put 
liic  .  Ai  c  wc  willing’  to  ftiind  bciorc 

the  tiiDiiDiilof  Grod  in  judgment  with  our  chil- 
dren^  with  whom  we  never  ftood  in  prayer  at 
the  throne  of  grace  ?  Are  we  willing  to  hear 
the  voice  of  our  children  teftifying  againft  us 
before  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth,  becLfe  they 
never  heard  our  voice  in  family  devotion  ?  6 
prayerlefs  parents  !  make  peace  fpeedily  with 
the  coniciences  of  your  children  in  family  de¬ 
votion  and  every  other  parental  duty.  For 
tile  time  ol  probation  is  fhort,  and  the  great 
Judge  of  the  quick  and  the  dead  is  at  the  door  ; 
And  you  will  not  only  meet  the  defpairing 
eyes  and  dreadful  reproaches  of  ruined  chil¬ 
dren  ;  but  you  muft  meet  the  great  God,  cloth¬ 
ed  with  infinite  majeily,  to  execute  the  pur- 
pofes  of  vindictive  juftice.  Before  him  you 
iiiLiii  fcand ;  by  him  you  mult  be  examined 
and  judged,  and,  without  fpeedy  repentance^ 
condemned  and  banifhed  from  all  good  to  all  e- 
vil.  Under  the  infinite  burden  of  your  guilt, 
and  the  infinite^  mfinite  v/eight  of  almighty 
Ycrath,  you  muft;  lie  forever  and  ever.  For 
wliat  evil  can  you  lulier  which  is  greater  than 
the. 111!  or  negleclingand  defpifing  family  prayer  ? 
Can  tuine  heart  endure,  or  can  thy  hand  be 
ftrong,  ill  the  great  and  terrible  day  of  the 
Lord  t  Pray  then  now,  and  without  fainting, 
tor  yourlelves  and  cliiidren.  For  children 
are  the  lieritage  of  the  Lord;  tlie  fruit  of  the 
womb  is  his  rev/aixl.  But 


"  3.  The  fubjeft  fliews  us  that  children  ofde* 
vout  parents  are  under  lingular  obligations  to 
devote  themfelves  to  God.  For  they  are  train- 
ed  up  in  the  way  they  Ihould  go  :  They  are 
taught  every  day  to  read  and  confult  the  hi- 
ble.  51  very  day  they  are  carried  to  God^  in 
the  arms  of  prayer,  for  a  blelling  ;  and  not  on¬ 
ly  prefented  with  the  bell:  example,  but  with  a 
happy  opportunity  to  anticipate  the  iocial  en¬ 
joyment  of  heaven.  The  children  of  devout 
and  faithful  parents  are  under  the  beft  advan¬ 
tages  to  grow  in  grace,  and  ripen  for  immortal 


glory  :  For  they  live  at  the  threfliold  of  heaven. 
Though  lome  children  of  religious  paa'cnts  iel- 
dom  think  of  their  fingular  advantages,  yet 
thofe  who  love  Chrift,  and  realize  their  privi- 
liges,  are  full  of  grateful  and  humble  aicripti- 
ons  to  God,  that  he  has  given  them  Chrifian 
parents,  and  call  their  lots  v/ithin  the  circle  of 
family  devotion.  The  Iambs  of  Chrift ’s  liock, 
who,  like  Timothy,  are  from  the  cradle  taught 
to  read  the  holy  feriptures,  and  the  duty  oi 
focial  prayer,  tremble  at  the  danger  ot  living 
in  prayerlefs,  gracelefs  families.  Their  tender, 
devout  hearts  frequently  bleed,  v/lule  only 
thinking  of  the  little  heathens  who  never  law 
the  bible  ;  and  alfo  when  they  iee  the  rudenels 
and  ignorance  of  other  children,  who  never 
heard  the  voice  of  a  parent  in  prayer.  fFhe 
children  of  family  devotion  therefore  will  ne¬ 
ver  be  too  thankful,  that  they  were  neither 
born  in  a  family  of  rude  nor  civilized  heathens, 
For  nothin;^  but  the  mere  lovcreivn  erace  of 
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God  makes  the  difFerence  between  the  advan¬ 
tages  ot  tne  young  heathens,  and  the  advantag- 
of  the  children  of  devout,  Chrilfian  parents. 
God  IS  iiot  obliged  to  grant  the  lealt  priviie^es 
o  any  ot  the  fallen  race,  becaul'e  we  ah  deferve 
his  eternal  wrath.  Since  therefore  he  has  noton- 
iy  given  (ome  of  you  all  other  gofpel  priv  ileges  • 
but  has  alfo  given  you  the  privilege  of  family 
devotion  with  your  ^'aithtul  parents,  your  ob¬ 
ligations  to  love  Chrilt  are  exceedingly  great 
-he  children  ot  praying  parents  are  exalted  to 
heaven  m  point  ol  privileges.  To  them  much 

IS  given,  and  ol  them  much  will  be  required, 

1  hereiore, 

4  We  infer  from  the  fubjeft,  that  the 
pidyerie'S  children  or  devout,  praying  parents 
are  exceedingly  wicked.  For  though  their 
tender  mothers  have,  hundreds  of  times,  bath¬ 
ed  their  infant  cheeks  With  the  tears  of  fervent 
prayer;  and  though  they  have  been,  thoufands 
of  times,  taught  to  prriy,  by  devout  example, 
yet  they  negiea  their  duty.  Children  of  this 
delcripnon  arenot  only  guilty,  like  others  who 
neve  r  lieard  a  family  prayer,  but  they  are  ex¬ 
ceedingly  and  aggravatedly  guilty.  For  guilt 
is  always  more  or  lets  aggravated  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  light  and  advantages  which  are  rejecS- 
ed  andabufed.  It  will  therefore  be  more  tole- 
laoiC,  m  tlie  day  of  judgment,  for  the  children 
of  the  favage,  and  for  the  children  of  Sodom, 
tnan  for  you  who  are.  the  prayerlefs  children 
oi  devout  parents.  The  children  of  the  hea¬ 
then  Will  rife  up  againft  you  and  condemn  you, 
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And  what  have  fuch  gracelefs  children  to  ex¬ 
pect,  but  that  their  tender  parents,  who  have 
frequenUy  wept  over  them  and  prayed  tor 
them,  will  be  called,  in  the  day  of  judgment, 
to  condemn  them  ?  Now  you  refute  to  join 
with  them  in  prayer,  though  they  invite  you 
with  bleeding  hearts  ;  but  then  they  will  retule 
to  join  with  you,  or  even  to  hear  your  doleful 
cries.  When  diftrefs  and  anguifh  thall  come 
upon  you,  then  your  praying  father  and  mo¬ 
ther  will  forfake  you,  and  treat  you  with  the 
deeped  abhorrence.  No  longer  then  mifim- 
prove  your  opportunity  for  focial  prayer  with 
your  parents  :  But  arile,  O  childien,  and.  call 
upon'your  God,  that  you  peridi  not.  For 
how,  with  a  prayerlefs  fpirit,  can  you  meet  your 
praying  parents  at  the  tiibunal  of  God. How 
can  you  endure  the  thought,  that  all  their  fer¬ 
vent  prayers  for  the  ialvation  ofyour  louls  will 
only  ferve  to  make  your  damnation  the  more  in¬ 
tolerable  r  For  if  you  die  in  your  tins,  the  pray¬ 
ers  of  your  parents,  v/hich  you  now  forget,  will 
be  remembered  with  bitternefs  and  anguifh  in 
the  flames  ofhell.  For  prayingbreath  will  never 
be  fpentin  vain.  If  you  will  not  let  the  prayers 
of  your  parents  be  anfwered  in  your  falvation, 
they  mud  he  anfwered  in  your  dedruction. 
Every  prayer  will.be  anfw’ered.  Pray  then  for 
yourfelves,  and  the  pi’ayers  of  your  parents 
will  be  anfwered  in  your  hilvation  :  But  if  you 
relhfc  to  pray,  God  will  anfwer  their  prayers 
even  in  your  deftrudtion.  For  the  will  of  the 
Lord  be  done,  is  the  Alpha  and  Omega  of  eve¬ 
ry  acceptable  prayer.  But 
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^  •  We  infer  from  the  fnliJoXi- 

,  Vtion  pray  for  the  he!'S:“  a'„|T  tt' 

families  in  the  earth  who  do  not’call  unon  th 
name  of  the  Lord 

iioriinf  .  ?r  r  ^  ^  millions  of  io-- 

oi  anty  prayerlels  fouls  are  there  in  tho  i  .1  ^ 

world!  The  heathens  are  as  numerous  as  the 

ihe  s'eM  ’  IndT  h  <>f 

children  rententber  them 

iiiLiiiuer  tnem  in  prayer  ?  Can  von 
hear  01  the  valt  multitudes  of  ignorant  Africans 
who  are  evejy  year  molt  wickedly  torn  fronf 
ae  boforn  or  their  native  land,  and  brought  and 
ioid  m  uie  common  market,  and  drivef  about 
ay  momtep  of  cruelty  like  mere  cattle,  and  not 
piay  lor  the  gofpel  liberty  of  their  precious 
iouis  .  As  the  deflruaion  of  the  poor  is  their 
poverty,  lo  the  deftruftion  of  the  poor  blacks 
IS  ^ijeir  Ignorance  If  Africa  were  blelTed  with 

li  n  the  flave-trade  muftceafe. ' 

i  01  It  IS  tneir  Ignorance  which  expofes  them  to 

rae  ciueity  of  the  unrighteous  part  of  the  in- 

has'not  God  promifed  that 
t^hrut  lhall  have  the  heathen  for  his  inheritance 
and  the  uttermoft  parts  of  the  earth  for  his  nof- 
fe  hon  t  And  fiiall  we  not  pray  fervently  for 
the  glorious  period  when  the  fun  of  rjo-hteoul 
iiefs  fhall  rile  with  healing  in  his  wings,  and 
<iiipel  all  the  moral  darknels  which  broods  over 
the  pagan  world  ?  What  Chriftian  family  will 
not  pray  for  the  converfion  of  pagan  parents, 
that  they  may  pray  for  their  children  ?  Is  it 
not  delirable  that  the  thoufands  of  heathen  pa¬ 
rents  fiiall  be  enlightened  witly  faving  grace. 
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^nd  fee  their  children  become  Chriftians,  and 
flouriih  like  liimg  plants  round  their  tables  ?  O 
God,  how  long,  how  long  before  tlie  prelent 
ignorant  Ethiopia  fliall  ftretch  forth  her  with¬ 
ered  hand  to  Chrift  the  King  ot  glory  ?  Let  us 
then,  while  attending  to  the  duty  and  advantage 
of  family  prayer,  think  of  thb  poor  blacks  in  Af¬ 
rica  and  America,  and  of  all  the  gracelels  fami¬ 
lies  of  the  earth,  and  pray  that  their  iouls  may 
be  walhed  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  and  clothed 
with  the  garments  of  falvation.  For  the  time 
is  at  hand,  and  blelfed  are  thofe  families  whofe 
fervent,  elFeblual  prayers  fliall  haften  it.  For 
they  that  be  wife  fliail  thine  as  the  brightnefs 
of  the  firmament  for  ever  and  ever* 

To  conclude,  let  me  ailx  you,  my  hearers,  whe¬ 
ther  you  maintain  family  prayer.  The  quef- 
tion  is  not,  whether  you  maintain  the  form  of 
prayer  :  For  tho’ prayer,  like  all  other  duties,  has 
a  form  and  method,  yet  God  who  heareth  prayer 
looketh  on  the  heart,  and  accepts  no  man  who 
does  not  worfliip  him  in  fpirit  and  in  truth.  Are 
your  prayers  fuch  as  God  requires,  and  will  ap¬ 
prove  in  the  judgment  of  the  great  day  ?  If 
you  who  are  parents,  have  the  fpirit  of  prayer 
in  your  families,  you  have  the  prefence  of  God, 
and  it  is  probable,  if  you  pray  without  fainting, 
that  your  children  will  be  blelfed :  But  if  you 
have  not  the  fpirit  of  prayer,  you  are  deftitute  of 
the  prefence^of  God,  and  it  is  probable  that 
your  children  will  be  curfed.  For  when  God 
pours  out  his  wrath  upon  nations  which  call 
not  upon  his  name,  he  does  not  fparc  gracelels 
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families.  Like  David  then,  after  the  public  fo. 
lemnitiesofthe  day,  let  us  return  and  blefs 
our  houfes.  Like  Noah,  let  us  this  evening 
make  our  family  offering,  and  the  Lord  will 
Imell  a  fweet  favour,  and  for  the  fake  of  Jefus 
Chnft  grant  us  his  bleffing.  For  this  is  the  confi¬ 
dence  which  we  have  in  hint,  thatifweajk  anything 
according  to  bis  willf  he  beafeth  us. 
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And  let  us  cofijider  one  another  to  provohe  unto 
love  and  to  good  works;  not  forfaking  the  qffem- 
bling of  ourf elves  together,  as  the  manner  offome  is  ; 
but  exhorting  one  another :  And  Jo  much  the  more, 
as  ye  fee  the  day  approachmg. 


The  apoftle, having  fliown  the  all-fufficiency 
of  the  facriiice  of  Chrift,  v/ho  by  one  oif- 
ering  hath  perfeSled  forever  them  that  are  fanchfi- 
ed,  proceeds  to  obferve  upon  it_,  that  we  have 
boldnefs  to  enter  into  the  holiell  by  the  blood  of  Je- 
fus.  Tha.t  is^  we  have  free  admittance  into 


heaven  it  felf  by  the  blood  of  Chrift.  And  if 
fo,  then  lurely  vve  may  have  free  liberty,  by 
the  fame  blood,  to  draw  near  to  God  now  in  the 
feveral  exercifes  of  religious  worfbip,wilh  a  true 
heart,  in  full  allurance  of  faith  :  Elpecially  feeing 
"ve  have  fuch  an  higli  piieft  over  the  houlc  of 
God,  (the  church)  as  the  Lord  Jeius  Chrili 
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And  upon  this  reprefentation  he  predicates  this 

exhortation  in  the  text.  Let  us  confider  one  a. 

nother  to  provoke  unto  love  and  to  good  works; 

not  forfaking  the  ajfembling  of  oiirfelves  together, 

as  the  manner  of  fame  is ;  hut  exhorting  one  another  : 

Andfo  much  the  more,  as  ye  fee  the  day  approach- 
tng.^ 

riie  de{lru6tion  of  the  temple  and  the  na¬ 
tion  ol  the  Jews  were  then  drawing  near;  and 
the  apoltle  here  alludes  to  it,  and  improves  it 
as  an  argument  to  excite  them  to  the  greater 
diligence  in  attending  upon  the  exercifes  of 
Chriftian  worihip ;  left  their  neglect  in  that 
matter  iliould  be  a  leading  ftep  toward  their 
falling  away  from  the  Chriftian  faith,  and  turn¬ 
ing  back  to  judaifm  ;  in  which  cafe  they  would 
become  lharers  in  tiie  calamities  that  were 
coming  upon  that  people. 

We  may  more  particularly  here  obferve, 

1.  That  Chriftians,  in  the  days  of  the  apof- 
tles,  prabtiled  meeting  together  fur  the  purpofe 
of  religious  worlliip.  It  was  not  only  theii' 
pra6tice,  but  it  was  a  duty  enjoined  upon  them 
in  our  text  by  an  apoftolic  command. 

2.  Our  liberty  of  drawing  near  to  God  in 
religious  worfliip  is  a  privilege  purchafed  for  us 
by  the  blood  of  Chrift ;  as  appears  from  the 
connebtion  of  the  text  with  the  preceding  ver- 
les,  as  before  obferved,  and  is  therefore  a  pri¬ 
vilege  highly  to  be  prized. 
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,  The  praaice  of  holding  public  alTemblies 
for  the  purpofe  of  perlorming  the  feveral  ex 
ercifes  of  Chrillian  worlhip  appears  very  ne- 
ceflary  and  ufetul  for  promoting  religion  m 
ourielves  and  others.  For  it  is  by  lo  doing 
that  we  are  to  provoke  one  another  to  love  and  to 

good  works. 


A  Although  it  is  a  very  criminal  praaice 
to  neglea  public  worfliip;  yet  we  here  iee  it 
is  nothing  new.  It  was  the  manner  of  lome 
in  the  apoftles’  days,  as  well  as  at  this  day  , 
which  ftiows  how  little  we  reganl  the  great  ial- 
vation  offered  in  the  gofpel. 


/ 


f  We  may  obferve  from  what  follows  the 
text,  that  a  neglea  of  public  worlhip  is  a  lead¬ 
ing  ftep  to  a  moft  dangerous  and  fatal  apoftacy 
from  the  Cliriftian  faith,  and  the  praaice  or  all 
true  religion.  For  (faith  the  apoftle)  if  wefn 
’ivilfully  after  that  ive  have  received  the  hurd’ledge 
of  the  truth,  there  remaineth  no  more  facnfice  for  fin ; 
but  a  certain  featful  looking  for  of  judgment,  and 
fery  indignation,  -which  f  jail  devour  the  adveifaries. 

But  what  I  am  chiefly  to  offer  from  thefe 
words  will  be  included  under  the  following 

heads. 


..  I .  I  fliall  fliow  what  times  of  alfembling  were 
obferved  by  believers  in  the  apoftles’  days,  to 
which  our  text  refers. 


1 1.  Show  the  grounds  and  reafons  of  thefe 

times  of  aflTembltng  which  were  obferved  at  that 
day. 

Show  the  purpofesfor  which  thefe  times 
of  aliembling  for  religious  worlliip  were  obferv- 
ed. 


IV.  Show  the  duty  and  importance  of  pur 
continuing  in  the  famepradtice,  together  with 

the  danger  ol  neglefting  this  duty. 


I  fhall  fliow  wliat  times  of  aliembling  were 
oM&rved  by  believers  in  the  apoftles’ days,  to 
which  our  text  refers. 


^  It  is  evident  that  from  and  continually  after 
the  relurredtion  of  our  I.ord  Jefus  Chrift  from 
the  dead,,  the  difciplcs  maue  it  their  pradtice  to 
meet  together  for  religious  w'orlhip  upon  the 
ririt  ^  clay  of  the  week,  which  evas  the  day  on 
•wiiich  Clirifi:  .arofe  from  the  dead.  And  they 
n.ot  only  pr.aailed  it  themlelves  ;  but  led  ail 
hjiC  (  Mill  cues  v/i)ich  they  planted  and  formedj 
mto  tlie  iame  obfervation.  We  find  that  our 
Loid,  on  the  day  that  he  role  from  the  dead, 
appeared  to  his  difciples.  John,  xx.  19.  Thai 

the  fame  day  at  evening,  being  the  Jiift  day  of  the 
iX'veH  ivc  dcons  ziere f/jut ,  'ivbcne  the  dyhipjes 
■li'cre  afembled  for  fear  of  the  Jews,  came  Jefus 
aiio  hood  in  Hiq  midH,  and  iaith  unto  them.  Peace 
be  unto  you.  And  in,  the  z6  verfe,  xvearc  told, 
that  after  eight  days,  (that  is,  the  firft  day  of 
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the  next  week )  again  his  difciples  were  within, 
and  Thomas  with  them.  Then  came  Jefus^  the 
doors  being  ihut,  and  Hood  in  the  midft,  and  faid. 
Peace  be  unto  you.  We  read  alfo  in  A6ts,  ii.  i . 
Whpn  the  day  of  Pentecojl  was  fully  come,  they 
were  all  with  one  accord  in  one  place.  The  day  of 
Pentecoll  was,  according  to  the  law  of  Mofes, 
the  day  after  the  leventh  fabbath  from  the  pafl- 
over,  which  was  therefore  the  firft  day  of  the 
week.  And  Chrift  has  put  honor  upon  the  firft 
day  of  the  week,  not  only  by  rifing  from  the 
dead  upon  it ;  but  alfo  by  choofing  repeatedly 
to  appear  to  his  difciples  on  that  day  ;  on  that 
day  to  pour  down  upon  his  apoftles  the  holy 
Ghoft  in  his  miraculous  gifts  and  powers.  And 
thus  the  firft  day  of  the  week  became  diftin- 
guifhed  from  other  days,  and  was  known  among 
Chriftians  by  being  called.  The  Lords  Day, 
It  was  on  this  day  the  apoftle  John  received  the 
Revelations.  Revel,  i.  10-  I  was  in  the  Spirit 
on  the  Lord’s  Day.  It  was  on  this  day  the 
Chriftians  held  their  religious  affemblies  for  the 
purpofe  of  gofpel-worfiiip.  See  Afts  xx.  7. 
And  upon  the  JirJl  day  of  the  week,  when  the  difciples 
came  together  to  break  bread.  Paid  preached  unto 
Although  the  apoftle  hadbeen  there  fix  days 
before,  yet  the  difciples  did  not  come  together 
till  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  which  is  here  re- 
prefented  as  the  ufuai  time  for  them  to  come 
together  to  break  bread  ;  that  is,  to  receive  the 
facrament  of  the  Lord’s  fupper. 

So  likewife  we  find  the  apoftle  gives  diredli- 
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on  to  the  church  at  Corinth,  to  have  a  contri¬ 
bution  for  the  poor  upon  thefirfl  day  of  the  week; 
becaule  on  that  day  the  church  would  alFenible. 
And  the  lame  orders  were  given  to  the  churches 
of  Galatia.  .  Now  concerning  the  collection  for  the 
hints,  as  I  have  given  orders  to  the  churches  of  Oa- 
latia,  evenfo  do  ye.  Upon  thefirji  day  of  the  week, 
let  every  one  of  you  lay  by  him  inftore,  'as  God  hath 
profpered  him,  that  there  be  no  gathering  when  I 
come. 

And  to  this  evidence  from  the  facre  d  fcrip- 
ture  we  may  alfo  add  the  teftimony  of  the  moll 
ancient  writers  of  the  Chriftian  church,  who, 
with  one  voice,  teftify  that  Chriftians  made  it 
their  practice  to  affemble  together  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  religious  wofliip,  upon  the  firft  day  of  the 
week. 


Indeed,  we  find  that  the  apoftle  Paul  made 
it  his  pra6lice  to  go  into  the  fynagogue  of  the 
Jews  on  the  fabbath  day  ;  that  is,  the 
Jewifh  fabbath ;  taking  that  opportunity 
to  preach  the  gofpel  to  them.  But  that  affords 
no  evidence  that  he  taught  fuch  as  were  con¬ 
verted  to  the  Chriftian  faith  to  obferve  any  o- 
ther  than  the  firft  day  of  the  week  as  the  Chrifti- 
an  fabbath.  And  no  other  reafon  can  be  af- 
figned  why  or  how  the  firft  day  of  the  week 
came  to  be  io  univerfally  obferved  by  Chriftians, 
as  the  day  of  alfembling  together  for  the  pur- 
poie  of  attending  upon  the  exercifes  of  religi¬ 
ous  worfliip,  and  continually  after  the  days  of 
the  apoftles,  but  only  the  direflion  of  the  apof- 
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ties  fo  to  do.  All  therefore  that  is  necelTary 
to  our  determining  whether  the  firft  day  of  the 
week  is  to  be  obferved  as  the  Chriftian  fabbath, 
is  to  inquire  whether  the  apoftles  were  veiled 
with  fuificient  authority  for  the  appointment 
of  this  day  for  that  purpofe. 

II.  I  fliall  therefore  proceed  to  fliow  the 
grounds  and  reafons  of  thefe  times  of  aflem- 
bling  for  religious  worihip,  which  were  obferv¬ 
ed  in  the  primitive  church. 

As  the  obfervation  of  the  firll  day  of  the 
week  as  the  Chriftian  fabbath  principally  de¬ 
pends  upon  the  precepts  and  example  of  the  a- 
poftles ;  I  lliall  elTay  to  ihow  how  great  the  au¬ 
thority  was,  that  Chrift  veiled  them  with  in  his 
church,  in  a  few  obfervations. 

I .  The  apoftles  were  appointed  to  bear  wit- 
nefs  for  Chrift  to  the  world.  Chrift’s  appear¬ 
ing  in  our  nature,  his  holy  life,  his  fuiFerings, 
death,  refurredlion  from  the  dead,  and  his  af- 
ceniion  into  heaven,  are  very  important  fafts, 
which  need  to  be  known,  and  well  attefted  to 
the  world.  And  the  apoftles  were  well  prepar¬ 
ed  for  teftifying  to  the  truth  and  certainty  of 
thefe  things.  For  they  were  his  conftant  fol¬ 
lowers  ;  they  faw  his  miracles  by  which  he 
proved  himfelf  to  be  the  Son  of  God ;  they  faw 
his  fuiFerings  and  death ;  and  he  was  feen  of 
them  forty  days  after  his  refurre6tion.  To 
xvbom  alfo  he  Jfoewed  himfelf  alive  after  his  pqffion, 
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hy  many  infallible  proofs,  being  feen  of  them  forty 
days,  and  fpeaking  of  the  things  pertaining  to  the 
kingdom  of  God.  And  they  were  eye— witnefles 
of  his  afcenfion ;  for  while  they  beheld,  he  was 
taken  up,  and  a  cloud  received  hm  out  of  their fghf. 
And  it  was  the  end  for  which  Chrift  appointed 
them,  that  they  fliould  be  witnefles  to  the  truth 
of  thefe  things.  And  ye  alfo  fljall  bear  witnefs, 
becaiife  ye  have  been  with  me  from  the  beginning. 
And  again,  at  the  time  of  his  alcenfion,  Chrift 
tells  them,  Te  ffjdll  be  witnejjes  unto  me,  both  in 
ferufalem,  and  in  all  Judea,  and  in  Samaria,  and 
unto  the  uttermojl  part  of  the  earth. 

2.  The  apoftles  were  fent  by  Chrift  to  pub- 
lifli  his  gofpel,  and  to  fet  up  his  church  among 
all  nations.  This  is  the  command  which  he 
gave  them  when  he  afcended;  Go,  teach  allna^ 
Hons,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and 
of  the  Son,  and  of  the  holy  Ghojl :  Teaching  them  to 
obferve  all  things  zvhatfoever  /  have  commanded 
you  :  And  lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the 
end  of  the  world.  They  were  to  declare  the 
^yhole  couniel  of  God,  to  lay  open  the  way  of 
life,  and  to  preach  unto  all  men  repentance 
toward  God,  and  faith  toward  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift.  They  were  to  make  difciplcs,  gather* 
churches,  let  up  gofpel-wor/hip  in  them,  and 
prefcribc  rules  for  the  regulation  and  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  church.  And  they  were  fitted 
and  -inftrudted  in  this  work  by  Chrift  himfelfi 
not  only  before  his  fufferings,  but  alfo  after  his 
refurreftion,  being  feen  of  them  forty  day»> 


{peaking  unto  them  of  the  things  pertaining  to 
the  kingdom  of  God. 

3.  The  apoftles  were  further  qualified  for 
their  work  by  the  infallible  guidance  of  the 
holy  Ghoft.  Our  Lord  gave  many  promifes 
to  his  apoftles,  of  the  influence  of  the  holy  Spi¬ 
rit,  to  furnifli  them  for  the  work  for  which  he 
defigned  them.  See  John,  xiv.  16,  17.  I  wiU 
fray  the  Father,  and  he  fiall  give  you  another  Com¬ 
forter,  that  he  may  abide  with  you  forever  ;  even  the 
Spirit  of  truth,  whom  the  -world  cannot  receive. 
So  alfo  the  26th.  verfe  of  that  chapter.  But 
the  Comforter,  -which  is  the  holy  Ghoji,  -whom  the 
Father  will  fend  in  my  name,  he  fjall  teach  you  all 
things,  and  bring  all  things  toy  our  remembrance  -what- 
foever  Ihavefaid  unto  you.  To  the  fame  purpofe 
alfo  in  John  xvi.  13,  14.  Howbeit,  when  he 
the  Spirit  of  truth  is  come,  he  will  guide  you  mto  all 
truth  :  For  he  fiall  not  fpeak  ofhimfelf;  but  -wbat- 
foever  he fhall  hear,  that  Jhall  he  fpeak  :  And  he.  will 
fje~w  you  things  to  come.  He  fhall  glorify  me  :  For 
he  fhall  receive  of  mine,  and  f jail  fje~w  it  unto  you. 
Now  thefe,  and  many  other  fuch  like  prom¬ 
ifes  which  might  be  mentioned,  which  our  Lord 
gave  to  his  apoftles,  do  plainly  fliow  that  they 
were  as  effeftually  fecured  from  error,  and 
rendered  as  infallible  in  their  teaching,  guiding 
and  directing  mankind,  as  if  Chrift  himlelf  had 
been  always  with  them,  to  tell  them  what  to 
do,  and  teach.  And  as  our  Lord  had  given 
them  fo  many  gracious  and  large  promiies  of 
the  Spirit,  after  he  Ihouid  depart  from  them  ; 
Von.  IV.  Oo 
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fo  when  he  afcended  up  into  heaven,  he  told 
them  not  to  proceed  upon  their  work,  till  thefe 
promifes  fliould  be  fulfilled  unto  them.  And 
behold,  I  fend  the  promife  of  my  Father  upon  you ; 
but  tarry  ye  in  the  city  of  Jerufalem  until  ye  he  endu¬ 
ed  with  poiverfrom  on  high.  And  purfuant  to 
this  promife,  we  find  that  upon  the  day  of  Pen- 
tecoft  this  promife  was  fulfilled  by  the  delcend- 
ing  of  the  holy  Spirit  upon  them,  according  to 
the  many  promifes  which  Chrift  had  given  them. 
When  we  confider  how  greatly  the  world  of 
mankind  were  interefted  in  the  apoftles’  faith¬ 
fully  difcharging  the  truft,  and  performing  the 

work  which  Chrift  had  committed  to  them;  it 

Ihows  how  fuitable  it  was,  that  they  fhould  be 
thus  fitted  for  it  by  the  gifts  of  the  holy  Ghoft ; 
who  fliould  teach  them  all  things,  and  bring  all 
things  to  their  remembrance,  which  Chrift  had 
fpoken  to  them,  and  fliould  leadjthem  into  all 
'  truth ;  that  thereby  the  world  might  be  fur- 
niflied  with  a  true  and  infallible  account  of  the 
way  to  life  by  Jefus  Chrift.  How  fully  then 
ought  the  example,  as  well  as  the  inftrudtions, 
of  fuch  divinely  authorized  and  furniflied  teach¬ 
ers  to  be  received  and  obferved  by  mankind  ? 

4.  We  have  alfo  the  teftimony  of  God  him- 
felf  fet  as  a  feal  to  the  doftrines  and  inftrudli- 
ons  of  thefe  divine  teachers,  in  the  various  mi- 
racleswhich  God  wrought  by  them.  That  mi¬ 
raculous  power  given  to  the  apoftles,  to  work 
all  forts  of  miracles,  fuch  as  reftoring  the  maim¬ 
ed,  healing  the  fick,  calling  out  devils,  ftriking 
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fome  dead  with  a  word,  and  calling  others  back 
again  to  life  from  the  dead,  of  which  various 
kinds  of  miracles  we  have  an  account  of  their 
working;  this  miraculous  power,  I  fay,  thus 
conferred  on  them,  together  with  power  to 
confer  the  gifts  of  the  holy  Ghoft  upon  others, 
by  the  laying  on  of  their  hands  ;  are  all  to  be 
regarded  as  a  divine  feal  fet  to  their  miniftry  ; 
to  lead  mankind  to  reverence,  regard  and 
hearken  unto  them,  and  receive  all  things  what- 
foever  they  taught,  as  meflengers  fent  from 
God  upon  this  defign.  And  that  the  apoftles 
might,  with  quicker  difpatch  and  greater  clear- 
nefs  and  certainty,  make  difciples  among  all 
nations,  and  teach  them  to  obferve  all  things 
whatfoever  Chrift  had  commanded  them,  they 
were,  by  the  defcentof  the  holy  Ghoft  upon 
them,  enabled  to  fpeak  with  other  tongues ; 
that  is,  to  fpeak  all  languages,  of  which  they 
had  before  no  knowledge, with  equal  eafe,  plain- 
nefs  and  exaftnefs,  as  they  could  the  language  in 
which  they  had  been  educated. 

Now  what  greater  authority  can  any  one  be 
vefted  with  ?  Or  who  can  more  juftly  challenge 
regard  and  obedience  from  mankind  to  all 
their  dodtrines,  inftrudlions  and  examples,  than 
perfons  thus  authorifed,  and  thus  owned  of 
God  ?  And  who  can  juftify  or  excufe  himlelf  in 
negledting  to  regard  and  obey  them  ?  To  which 
agrees  the  admonition  of  the  apoftle  in  Heb. 
ii.  3,  4.  How JImU  we  efcape,  if  wc  negle&  fo  great 
falvation  ;  which  at  jirjl  began  to  be  fpoken  by  the 
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Lori  himfelf,  ajid  wasaftermird  confirmed  unto  us 
by  them  that  heard  him ;  Godalfo  bearing  them  wiU 
v.efs,  both  withfigns  and  wonders,  and  with  divers 
miracles,  and  gifts  of  the  holy  Ghofi^  according  to 
his  own  will. 

3.  As  fuch  divinely  authorifecl  perfons  juft- 
ly  might,  so  we  find  they  really  did,  challenge 
obedience  ironi  mankind  to  their  precepts  and 
examples.  t  hey  required  mankind  to  believe 
aiid  i  eceive  the  doctrines  which  they  taught, 
not  as  the  words  of  man ;  but  (as  they  were  in 
truth)  the  woi'd  of  God.  As  they  were  com- 
mihionedby  Chriit  to  teach  mankind  all  things 
whatloever  he  had  commanded  them ;  and  as 
they  were  fumilhed  with  all  fuch  gifts  and  pow- 
er  by  the  Spirit,  as  were  needful  both  to  fet 
forth  and  confirm  the  great  doarines  of  the 
gospel;  therefore  wq  find  they  challenge  regard 
to  their  cioctrines,  as  being  oi  divine  authority. 
To  this  purpose  are  the  words  of  the  apoftle, 
If  any  man  think  himfilj  to  he  a  prophet,  or  Jpiri- 
tiuil,  let  him  acknowledge  that  the  things  -which  I 
write  are  Use  commandments  of  the  Lord.  So  like. 
wife  the  apoftle  John  fets  forth,  tliat  an  agree¬ 
ment  or  disagreement  with  his  doarines  was 
to  be  the  rule,  by  which  we  may  judge  of  truth 
and  error  ;  and  obedience  or  difobedience  to 
his  dodtrines  is  the  teft  of  a  good  or  a  bad  man. 

are  of  God ;  he  that  knoweth  God  hcaretb  us  ; 
Me  that  iS  not  of  God  heareth  not  j/g  • 
Hereby  know  we  the  Spirit  of  truth,  and  the  fpirit 
(p  error.  Yea,  fo  great  ftrefs  doth  the  apoftle 
Jay  upon  this  matter,  that  he  makes  it  a  term 
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of  coniinunion  to  tVic  churclics^  3nd  icquiiesj 
Jf  any  man  obey  not  our  word  by  this  epiflle,  note 
that  man,  and  have  no  company  ivitb  him,  that  he 
may  be  ajhamed. 

And  as  the  apoftles  infift  upon  it,  that  intirc 
faith  and  credit  fhould  be  given  to  their  word 
and  doarines ;  fo  they  likewife  propofe  them- 
felves  as  an  example  to  mankind.  To  this 
purpofe  are  the  apoftle’s  words  in  Philip,  iii.  1 7* 
Brethren,  be  followers  together  of  me,  and  mark 
them  which  walk  fo,  as  ye  have  us  for  an  example. 
So  again,  II.  ThelT.  ii.  15.  Therefore,  brethren, 
jiandfajl,  and  hold  the  traditions  which  ye  have  been 
taught,  whether  by  word  or  our  epiflle.  And  we 
find  in  a  particular  inftance,  that  the  apoftle  al- 
ledgeth  it  as  a  fufficient  decifion  of  the  cafe, 
that  the  churches  of  Chrift,  formed  by  the  a- 
poftles,  had  not  been  led  into  fuch  cuftoms.  But 
if  any  man  feem  to  be  contentious,  we  have  no  fuch 
cujlom,  neither  the  churches  of  God.  He  com¬ 
mends  the  Corinthians  for  their  Iteadily  adher¬ 
ing  to  the  traditions  he  had  given  them.  Now 
I  praife  you,  brethren,  that  ye  remember  me  in  all 
things,  and  keep  the  ordinances  as  I  delivered  them 
to  you.  Yea,  he  declares  thofe  cuftoms,  into 
the  obfervation  of  which  he  had  led  the  church¬ 
es,  to  be  of  fuch  weight  and  moment,  that  he 
requires  the  churches  to  feparate  fuch  from 
their  communion  as  lliould  walk  contrary  there 
to.  Now- we  conunand  you,  brethren,  in  the  name 

of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chri/l,  that  ye  withdraw  yourfelves 
from  every  brother  that  walketh  diforderly,  and  not 
after  the  trcidition  which  he  received  of  us. 
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Thus  we  fee  how  great  the  truft  was,  which 
Chrill  committed  to  his  apollles ;  of  what  great 
confequence  it  was  to  mankind  that  they  fliould 
fully  and  faithfully  difcharge  that  truft  •  and 
aim  how  well  and  fully  Chrill  furniflied  them 
for  this  work,  by  the  gifts  and  promifed  influ¬ 
ences  of  the  holy  Spirit,  and  power  of  workine 
miracles  in  tellimony  of  their  divine  miffion  and 
dodrines ;  that  fo  intire  credit  fliould  be  given 
to  all  they  taught  in  Chrill’s  name,  whether  by 
precept  or  example.  What  reverence  and  re¬ 
gard  then  is  due  from  us  to  the  doarines  and 
writings  of  thefe  melTengers  of  Chrill  ? 

There  are  many  other  arguments  and  rea- 
lons  which  might  be  urged  in  proof  of  the  truth 
and  divine  original  of  the  writings  of  the  apollles, 
which  they  delivered  to  the  churches  :  But  from 
what  has  been  now  offered,  it  appears  that  these 
writings  carry  a  fufficient  evidence  with  them, 
to  recommend  them  to  our  high  elleem  and 
regard,  and  to  fet  their  authority  far  above  all 
pretenders  to  the  fpirit  in  our  days,  who  bring 
with  them  no  other  evidence  of  their  having 
the  ipirit,  than  only  their  own  bare  word. 

I 

Indeed,  it  has  been  obje6led  by  fome  againfi: 
the  authority  of  the  writings  of  the  apoftles, 
that  Paul  ufeth  fome  expreflions,  which  appear 
as  if  he  himself  was  doubtful  about  his  having 
the  Spirit  to  teach  him  the  truth  in  fomc  par¬ 
ticulars.  The  moft  plaufible  text  alledged  to 
this  purpofe^  is,  I,  Cor.  vii.  40.  where  the  3,- 
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feoftle  faith,  I  think  I  have  the  fpirit  of  God.  In 

that  chapter  the  apoftle  is  treating  of  the  duty 
of  marriage  ;  where,  from  the  confideration 
of  the  various  fufFerings  to  which  Chriftians 
were  exposed  in  that  day,  he  fums  up  the  mat¬ 
ter  in  this  form,  He  that  marrietb,  doth  10611; 
and  he  that  marrietb  not,  doth  better.^  That  is, 
he  leaves  them  at  liberty,  that  every  one  might 
aft  in  that  matter  difcretionally.  If  they  mar¬ 
ried,  they  muft  expert  to  meet  with  greater 
trials  in  that  day  offufFering,  than  if  they  con¬ 
tinued  in  Angle  life.  Therefore  he  efteemed 
fuch  as  continued  Angle,  to  be,  in  that  refpeift, 
more  happy  perfons;  to  which  he  adds,  / 
think  J  have  the  fpirit  of  God.  I  think,  that  is,  I 
appear  to  have.  The  word  I  think,  in  the  orig¬ 
inal,  AgniAes,  to  prove,  or  confirm  opinion,  as 
well  as  to  think  ;  and  it  would  be  more  agreea¬ 
ble  to  the  original,  if  that  fentence  had  been 
tranflated,  I  appear  to  have  the  fpirit  of  God.  It 
is  evidept  this  muft  be  the  meaning  of  this  fen¬ 
tence  in  this  place ;  becaufe  in  this  fame  epis¬ 
tle,  Chap.  xiv.  37.  he  aAerts,  If  any  man  think 
binifelf  a  prophet,  or  fpiritual,  let  him  acknowledge 
that  the  things  which  I  write,  are  the  commandfnenis 
of  the  Lord.  And  thefe  two  places  compared 

together,  Aiow  it  to  be  a  very  injudicious  in- 
-terpretation  of  the  Arft,  to  take  it  in  luch  a 
fense  as  reprefents  the  apoftle  to  be  in  any 
doubt  whether  he  had  the  guidance  of  the  fpirit 
in  that  matter. 

Upon  the  whole,  then,  it  appears  that  all 
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the  writings  of  the  apoftles  are  to  be  received* 
as  divinely  true/and  regarded  as  the  command¬ 
ments  of  the  Lord;  becaufe  therein  they  teach 
usj  according  to  their  commiifion,  to  obferve 

all  things  whatfoever  Chrift  had  commanded 
them. 

And  it  is  efpecially  evident,  that  what  they 
taught  by  example  is  to  be  regarded,  as  well  as 
what  they  taught  by  precept.  We  are  therein  to 
confider  them  as  a6ting  according  to  the  com¬ 
mandment  which  they  received  from  Chrift. 
And  of  how  much  authority  this  Ihould  be  ef- 
teemed,  with  refp’eft  to  the  religious  obfer- 
vation  of  the  day  upon  which  Chrift  arofe  from 
the  dead,  which  was  the  firft  day  of  the  week 
is  eafily  feen.  The  religious  obfervation  of 
this  day,  was  the  uniform  praflice  of  the  apof¬ 
tles,  and  the  churches  under  their  guidance  and 
infpe6tion. 

I 

Inafmuch  therefore  as  the  apoftles  taught 
the  primitive  Chriftians  to  affemble  together 
for  the  purpofe  of  religious  worlliip,  and  led 
them  into  the  praftice  of  obferving  the  firft 
day  of  the  week,  as  the  fet  time  for  thefe  af- 
lemblings  ;  their  example  herein  is  a  fuificient 
warrant  and  foundation  for  our  obferving  this 
day  as  the  Chriftian  fabbath.  And  as  the  com¬ 
mand  given  us  in  the  text,"‘not  to  negleft  the 
‘^afiembling  of  ourlelves  together,  as  the  man- 
'‘ner  of  forae  is,”  has  a  manifeft  reference  to 
thefe  fct  times  of  public  worfiiip,  into  the  ob- 

fer- 
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fervation  of  which  the  apoftles  had  led  the 
churches;  confidered  in  this  view,  we  have  as 
fufficient  foundation  to  a6t  upon  in  this  matter, 
as  we  have  in  many  other  branches  of  the  du¬ 
ty  of  Chriftian  life.  If  there  was  nothing  more 
to  be  offered  for  the  religious  obfervation  ot 
the  firft  day  of  the  week,  as  the  Chriltian  iab- 
bath,  we  need  be  at  no  lofs  to  find  out  our  duty. 
If  it  is  an  error  to  obferve  the  firft  day  of  the 
week,  as  the  Chriftian  fabbath,  it  is  what  we 
are  led  into  by  following  the  example  of  thofe 
\yhoni  Chrift  appointed  to  be  the  firft  builders 
of  his  church;  a  praftice  built  upon  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  the  apoftles  and  prophets,  Jefus  Chrift 
himfelf  being  the  chief  corner  ftone. 

There  are  many  other  arguments  which 
may  be  brought  in  proof  of  the  duty  of  obferv- 
inga  fabbath,  and  that  the  firft  day  of  the  week  is 
the  day  to  be  obferved  as  the  fabbath  under 
the  gofpel  difpenfation,  befide  what  has  been 
now  urged  from  the  example  of  the  apoftles; 
fome  ofthefel  will  mention  in  the  next  dif^ 
courfe. 
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ON  THE  CHANGE  of  THE  SABBATH. 

BY 

MOSES  MATHER,  D.  I>. 

PaHor  of  a  Church  ofChri/l  in  Stanford, 

ConneSiicut. 
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Heb,  X,  24,  35. 

And  let  us  confider  one  another  to  provoke  unto 
love  and  to  good  works  ;  not  forfaking  the  ajfem- 
bling  oj  ourf elves  together,  as  the  manner  offome  is ; 
but  exhorting  one  another :  And  fo  much  the  more, 
as  ye  fee  the  day  approaching. 

Having,  in  the  foregoing  difcourfe,  confid- 
ered  fome  of  the  arguments  in  lupport  of 
the  obferving  of  the  firft  day  of  the  week  as  the 
Chriftian  fabbath,  which  arife  from  the  example 
of  the  apoftles;  I  now  proceed  to  fupport|thc  iu- 
ftitution  by  arguments  wHich  may  be  brought 
from  different  fources — 

I.  The  great  and  wonderful  works  of  God 
Xeem  plainly  to  call  for  this  duty  from  us.  Tlie 
work  of  creation  is  a  great  and  a  wonderful 
v/ork,  that  is  worthy  of  a  thankful  remem- 
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brance.  And  God’s  taking  fix  days  for  the 
performance  of  it,  and  refting  on  the  feventh, 
feems  defigned  to  point  out,  by  example,  that 
it  is  our  duty  to  work  fix  days, and  to  reft  on  the 
fevcnth.  For  it  was  equal  with  almighty  power 
to  have  made  the  world  in  one  dayasin  fix*  But 
asiiifinite  wifdom  faw  that  a  ieventhpart  of  time 
was  a  iuitabie  proportion  for  the  children  of 
men  to  obferve  as  an  holy  reft,  therefore  it 
leems  that  God  fpent  fix  days  in  the  creation 
of  the  world,  and  refted  on  the  leventh,  to 
teach  us,  by  his  ov/n  example,  how  much  of  our 
time  we  fiiould  keep  as  an  holy  reft  ;  all  which 
feems  to  be  exprelled  in  the  fourth  command. 

Remember  the  labbath-day,to  keep  it”  holy. 
Six  days  (halt  thou  labour, and  do  all  thy  wmrk ; 
but  the  feventh  day  is  the  fabbath  of  the  Lord 
thy  God ;  in  it  thou  fliait  not  do  any  work, thou, 
nor  thy  ion,  nor  thy  daughter, thy  man-fervant^ 
nor  thy  maid-fervant,  not  thy  cattle,  nor  thy 
ftranger  that  is  within  thy  gates :  for  in  fix’ 
Says  the  Lord  made  heayeiiand  earth,  the  fea„ 
and  all  that  in  them  is,  and  refted  the  feventh 
day  :  Wherefore  the  Lord  blefecl  the  fa  bbath-d  ay  ^ 
and  hallowed  it.  It  feems  to  be  one  fpecial  de- 
fign  of  the  labbath  at  firft,  that  it  fiiould  be  a 
day  of  thankful  remepibrancc  of  the  work  of 
creation. 


So  likewife  the  deliverence  of  the  children  of 
lirael  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt  v^as  a  great  and 
remarkable  deliverance, wmrthy  of  a  thankful  re 
inembnince.  And  as  it  was  in  thankful  remem^ 
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brance  of  the  work  of  creation  that  God  at  firft 
appointed.he  labbath ;  fo  his  fp^cial  appointment 

InSul Ter=mbrance  of  theit  deliverance  out 
of  Egypt,  as  well  as  of  the  creation ;  as  appears 
?ronf  the  form  in  which  Mofes  repeats  he  four  h 
command  in  Dut.  v.  1 2 .  &c.  Keep  the  fabbath 
day  to  fandtify  it,  as  the  Lord  thy  God  hath  com¬ 
manded  thee.  Six  days /halt  thou  labour  and  do 

all  thy  work;  but  the  feventh  day  is  the  fabbath  of  . 

the  Lord  thy  God  ;  in  it  thoujhalt  not  do  any  work, 
thou  nor  thyfon,  nor  thy  daughter,  nor  thy  man-fer- 
vant,  nor  thy  maid-fervant ,  nor  thine  ox,  nor  thine 
afs,  nor  any  of  thy  cattle,  nor  thyfiranger  that  is 
within  thy  gates ;  that  thy  man  fervant  and 
thy  maid-fervant  may  re/l  as  well  as  thou. 
And  remember  that  thou  waji  afervant  in  the  land 
of  Esypt,  and  that' the  Lord  thy  God  brought  thee 
cut  thence  through  a  mighty  hand,  and  by  a f  retched 
out  arm :  Therefore  the  Lord  thy  God  commanded 
thee  to  keep  thefabbath-day.  Here  Mofesrep-e- 
fents  the  deliverance  of  the  children  or  llrael 
out  of  Egypt  as  the  reafon  of  their  obferving 
the  fabbath,  even  as  the  fourth  command  re- 
prefents  the  work  of  creation  as  a  reaion  ol' 
obferving  the  feventh  day  as  the  fabbath  at  firft. 

I  Again,  the  work  of  redemption  is  a  much  more 
glorious  work  than  either  the  work  of  creation, 
or  the  deliverance  of  the  children  of  Ifrael  out 
of  Egypt,  and  much  more  worthy  of  a  thank¬ 
ful  remembrance.  As  Gods  lefting  on  the 
feventh  day  from  the  work  qf  creation  pointed 
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m.t  which  day  Ihould  be  the  fabbath.  while  the 
Ipecial  deligi,  of  ,t  was  a  commemoration  of 

the  chiMre!,  o7?r  °”l’ 

ttie  chudien  ot  lirael  came  out  of  Effvnt  was 
appomted  onto  them  as  the  fabbath,  wMeone 
.  p  ual  defigii  o,  it  was  to  commemorate  that 
deliverance  ;  fo  Chrift’s  finilhing  the  work  of 
redemption^  in  his  rifing  from  the  dead  on  the 
hrft  day  of  the  week,  with  equal  evidence  points 
out  whicfi  day  of  the  feven  Ihould  be  the  fab, 

Mth  under  the  gospel-difpenfation,  while  the 
^lore  fpecial  dmign  of  it  is  to  commemorate 

the  work  of  redemption, 

^  ^  Thus  it  appears  that  the  great  and  wonder- 
lul  works  of  God  call  lor  the  obfervation  of  a 
labbath,  and  plainly  point  out  the  firft  day  of 
the  week  as  the  day  for  this  purpofe. 

To  this  It  may  be  objedled,  that  the  fourth 
commandment  expreslly  points  out  the  feventh 
day  as  the  sabbath ;  and  tliat  we  have  no  fuf- 
ficient  proof  of  the  change  of  the  day  from  the 
ieventhto  the  firft. 


In  anfwer  to  this  it  mull  be  obferved,  that 
the  abolifliing  of  the  leventh  day  fabbath,  and 
the  inllitution  of  the  firft  _  day  fabbath,  are 
two  diftina  tilings.  As  to  the  nature  of  time, 
there  is  nothing  in  one  day  more  than  another, 
why  one  day  lliould  be  kept  holy  rather  than 
ftnother.  And  the  general  law  and  reafon  of 
njaboath  may  be  binding,  and  oflafting  force. 


■ 
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although  theparticular  fet  time  fliould  be  chang* 
ed.  Thus,  if  the  fabbath  be  changed  from  the 
feventh  to  the  firft  day,  this  change  is  not  in- 
confiftent  with,  but  as  well  anfwers  the  general 
law  and  reafon  of  a  fabbath,  as  if  there  was  no 
fuch  change. 

A-s  to  the  abolifhing  of  the  feventh- day  fab¬ 
bath,  I  lhall  mention  a  few  texts.  Gal.  iv. 
JO,  II.  Tc  obferve  days,  and  months,  and  times, 
and  years ;  I  am  afraid  of  you,  leji  I  have  bejloived 
upon  you  labor  in  vain.  If  we  read  the  whole 
epiftle,  we  lhall  fee  that  the  danger  to  which 
thefe  Chriftians  were  expofed,  was  their  fub- 
jnitting  to  the  law  of  Mofes,  and  taking  upon 
them  the  obfervation  of  the  rites  and  ceremo¬ 
nies  of  that  abolilhed  difpenfation.  And  this 
evidently  fhows  that  the  obferving  of  days,  and 
months,  and  times,  and  years,  which  the  apof- 
tle  blames  them  for,  was  the  Mofaical  ap¬ 
pointments  offabbatical  days,  new  moons,  and 
fabbatical  years.  Col,  ii.  16,  17.  Let  no  man- 
judge  you  in  meat  or  in  drink,  or  in  refpeSt  of  an 
holy  day,  or  of  the  new  moon,  or  of  the  fabbath  days ; 
■which  are  a  fhadow  of  things  to  come,  but  the  body 
isofChrift.  Here  the  apoftle  joins  thefeventh- 
day  fabbath  with  the  jewilh  meats  and  drinks, 
and  declares  their  fabbaths,  as  well  as  their 
laws  about  clean  and  unclean  meats,  to  be  a 
lhadow  of  things  to  come.  And  therefore  he 
tells  them,  that  their  not  obferving  thefe  days, 
as  well  as  their  not  obferving  thele  diftinftions 
about  meat  and  drink,  was  no  matter  of  cen- 
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lure  or  condemnation.  The  apoftle  again  de¬ 
clares  the  obfervation  of  the  feventh-day  fab- 
bath  to  be  a  matter  of  the  fame  indifference^  as 
to  obferve  the  legal  diftin6lion  between  meats 
clean  and  unclean,  in  Rom.  xiv.  5;,  5.  One  man 
efleemeth  one  day  above-  another,  another  efleemeth 
every  day  alike.  Let  every  man  be  fully  perfuaded 
in  his  own  mind.  He  that  regardeth  the  day,  re^ 
gardeth  it  unto  the  Lord ;  and  he  that  regardeth 
not  the  day,  to  the  Lord  he  doth  not  regard  it. 
He  that  eateth,  eateth  to  the  Lord,  for  he  giveth 
God  thanks;  and  he  that  eateth  not,  to  the  Lord 
he  eateth  not,  and  giveth  God  thanks.  It  is  ma- 
nifefi:  that  in  all  thefe  texts,  the  apoftle  putteth 
the  feventh-day  fabbath  upon  the  fame  footing 
as  the  other  ceremonies  of  the  legal  difpenfa- 
tion  were.  Conlequently,  the  one  can  be  no 
more  binding  upon  us  under  the  gofpel-difpen^ 
fation  than  the  other.  And  therefore  the 
jewifh  fabbath  is  as  much  repealed  as  the  o- 
therjewifli  rites. 

I  am  fenfible,  thefe  texts  have  been  alledged 
by  fome,  to  fhew  that  no  particular  day  is  to  be 
obferved  under  the  gofpel.  But  fuch  a  fenfe 
cannot  be  put  upon  them  without  manifeft  vi¬ 
olence.  For  it  is  evident,  that  in  all  thefe 
places,  the  apoftle  is  fpeaking  only  of  the  jew¬ 
ifh  days  :  For  the  days  fpoken  of  are  connect¬ 
ed  with  other  jewifh  rites:  Therefore  they 
afford  no  argument  againft  the  Chriftian  lab- 
bath  ;  which  day  was  not  called  a  fabbath  at 
that  time,  but  was  diftinguifhed  from  otliet 
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days  by  being  called  The  Lord’s  day.  See¬ 
ing  thei'elore  the  jewifli  fabbath  isio  exprcsli}! 
abolifted  in  fo  many  facred  texts,  and  the  lirii- 
day  fabbath  io  plainly  ellabliihed  by  the  apol- 
tolic  example,  it  is  aiufficient  evidence  ol  t.iC 
change  ot  the  iabbath. 

That  the  clay  of  the  Iabbath  was  cliangcd 
by  Mofes,  when  he  brought  the  children  ol  li- 
rael  out  of  Egypt,  is  very  probable.  1'  or  al¬ 
though  it‘is  faid,  that  the  fcvcnth  day  was  ap¬ 
pointed  the  fabbath  at  the  creation,  and  man¬ 
kind  were  thereby  led  to  divide  their  days  by 
fevea ;  yet,  as  the  world  fell  into  idolatry, 
and  loft  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God,  lo 
with  it  they  loft  the  knowledge  of  the  true  end 
and  delign  of  the  iabbath^  which  was  at  iiiit 
appointed  in  renienibrance  of  God  s  making  the 
world.  And  as  mankind  fell  into  idolatry ^  and 
worfhipped  the  hoft  of  heaven^  the  fun^  nioun 
andftars;  fo  they  confecrated- the  leven  days 
of  the  week  to  the  feveral  planets  and  deiLics 
which  they  worfliipped;  one  to  the  fun,  ano¬ 
ther  to  the  moon,  &c. — from  whence  the  names 
funday,  monday,  &c.  did  originally  anfe.  And 
as  from  the  beginning  mankind  were  trained 
up  to  have  a  fpecial  regard  lor  the  day  which 
at  firft  was  appointed  as  the  fabbath;  io.  when 
they  fell  into  idolatry,  and  confecrated  the  uays 
of  the  week  to  their  feveral  deities,  it  is  moii 
reafonablc  to  fuppoie  they  confecrated  that 
day,  for  which  they  liad  been  taught  to  have  a 
fpecial  regard,  to  the  brighteft  luminary  oi  the 
VoL.  IV.  Oq 
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heavens,  the Jun ;  the  next  to  the  moon ;  and  the 
reft  to  tlieir  other  deities,  according  to  their 
appreliended  dignity.  And  what  much  ftrength- 
ens  the  probability  of  this  opinion,  is,  that  all 
nations  have  gone  into  this  practice ;  and  all 
have  pitched  upon  the  fame  day  as  4cred  to 
the  lun.  There  is  nothing  in  the  courfe  of  na¬ 
ture  to  lead  mankind  to  divide  the  days  by  fe_ 
ven ;  but  the  declination  of  the  fun,  and  the 
changes  of  the  moon,  might  teach  them  the  di- 
yilion  of  years  and  months.  There  is  no  rea- 
lon  can  be  affigned  for  the  unanimous  confent 
of  all  nations  to  divide  the  days  by  feven,  but 
only  tradition,  handed  down  from  the  beginning, 
to  have  a  fpecial  regard  for  one  day  in  feven! 
And  therefore  they  confecrated  the  day  for 
which  they  were  thus  taught  to  have  a  fpecial 
regard,  to  the  brighteft  of  the  hofts  of  heaven, 
into  the  won'hip  of  which  they  had  fallen,  in 
Itead  oi  the  true  God. 

Admitting  this  to  be  the  cafe,  it  is  evident 
that  the  jewilh  fabbath  was  not  the  fame  day 
as  the  original  fabbath  was,  but  the  day  be- 

lore  It.  And  then  it  follows,  that  the  change 
ol  theiabbath  under  the  gofpel,  from  the  feventh 
to  the  fxi-ft  day,  has  brought  it  to  the  day  ofits 
original  inftifiution.  For  it  is  the  firft  day  of 
the  week  as  it  is  now  called,  which  the  heathen 
had  confecrated  to  the  fun. 


And  what  ftrengthens  the  probability  of  tiic 
change  of  the  fabbath  by  Mofes,  when  he 
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•brought  the  children  of  Ifrael  out  of  Egypt,  is 
the  account  we  have  of  their  beginning  to  ob- 
ferve  the  fabbath,  together  with  the  form  in 
which  Mofes  repeats  to  them  the  fourth  coniv 
niandment.  It  was  upon  the  fifteenth  day  Oi 
the  third  month  of  that  year,  according  to  the 
common  computation,  that  the  chiidien  of 
Ifrael  came  out  of  Egypt.  And  God  oraered 
Mofes,  upon  that  account,  to  change  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  year,  and  call  it  the  iirft  montli. 
Exod.  xii.  And  we  have  no  account  Of  their 
obferving  any  fabbath,  till  they  came  to  the 
wildernefs  of  Sin,  which  was  upon  the  fifteenth 
day  of  the  fecond  month,  juft  a  month  from 
their  coming  out  ot  Egypt.  And  then  the 
people  murmured  for  want  of  bread  :  At  which 
time  God  began  to  rain  manna  for  them,  and 
ordered  that  they  fliould  gather*  it  fix  days; 
and  that  on  the  lixth  day -they  fliould  gather 
enough  for  two  days ;  but  on  the  feventh  day 
from  that  time,  and  fo  forward,  there  fliould 
be  no  manna;  but  it  fliould  be  obferved  as  the 
fabbath.  (It  feenis  as  if  the  children  of  ifrael, 
in  the  time  of  their  bondage  in  Egypt,  which 
lafied  one  or  two  hundred  years,  had,  in  a  mail" 
ner,  loft  the  knowledge  of  the  fabbath,  and  did 
not  obferve  any  till  it  was  renewed  by  Mofes 
at  this  time.)  And  if  they  numbered  their 
months  by  weeks,  that  is  four  weeks  to  a  month, 
which  it  is  moft  probable  they  did,  (which  oc- 
cafioned  them  to  have  an  intercalary  month  in 
their  years)  then  the  twenty  fecond  day  of  tlie 
month,  which  is  the  firft  fabbath  they  obferved. 
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that  \vc  have  any  account  of,  fliows,  that  the 
day  which  they  obferved  as  the  fabbath, 
was  tlie  day  upon  which  th.ey  came  forth  out  of 
the  land  of  Egypt.  So  that,  as  the  beginnino- 
of  the  year,  fo  was  alfo  the  day  of  their  fabbath 
cl'-iingcd.  in  remembrance  of  that  delivei’ance. 
To  which  agrees  that  form  in  which  Mofes 
repeats  the  fourth  command  in  Deut.  v.  which 
is,  that  bccauie  God  had  redeemed  them  out 
of  the  land  of  Egypt,  therefore  he  commanded 
tlicm  to  keep  the  fabbatii  day. 

From  the  things  which  have  been  mentioned, 
it  appears  highly  probable,  that  as  the  begin- 
liing  of  the  year  was  changed  upon  this  account ; 
ib  alio  was  the  day  of  their  fabbath  ;  that  by 
the  obfervation  of  their  fabbath  they  might, 
not  only  be  reminded  of  their  deliverance  out 
of  Egypt,  and  their  being  taken  to  be  the  cove¬ 
nant-people  of  God  ;  but  alfo  might  be  there¬ 
by  further  guarded,  leparated  and  diftinguiflied 
from  the  heathen  nations.  This  would  be  a 
means  to  perferve  them  from  falling  into  idol¬ 
atry,  a  vice  to  which  tiie  children  of  I frael 
were  very  much  addi6ted. 

Although  the  reafons  mentioned  do  not  a- 
mount  to  a  full  proof  tliat  the  fabbath  was 
clianged  by  Mofes;  yet  tliey  render  it  highly 
probable  ;  and  therefoi*e  quite  uncertain  which 
(fay  was, the  original  fabbath;  wlicther  it  was 
liic  jewiih  fabbath,  or  (he  Chriftian  fabbath, 
ihiL  as  the  grcalrll  probabilify  lies  on  the  tide 


MATHER. 


309 


of  its  being  changed,  therefore  we  have  good 
reafon  to  iuppofe  'the  firft  day  of  the  week, 
which  is  the  Chriftian  Ihbbath,  is  the  fame  day 
of  the  feven  as  was  appointed  at  firll  to  be  ob- 

ferved  as  a  fabbath, 

2  There  are  fome  ftrong  intimations  that 
the  day  of  the  fabbath  fliould  be  changed  under 
the  gofpel-difpenfation  in  the  prophecies  of  the 
old  teftament.  Particulai'ly ,  Pfalm.  xcv.  7. 
To  day  if  ye  will  hear  his  voice,  harden  not  your 
hearts  ’  This  paffage  will  appear  a  plain  inti- 
mafion  of  the  change  of  the  labbath,  if  we  at¬ 
tend  to  the  explanation  of  it,  given  by  an  m- 
fpired  apoftle,  in  Heb.  \x.  A>  7.  8,  9.  For 
hefpake  in  a  certain  place  of  the  Jeventh  day  on  this 
wife,  And  God  did  reft  thefeventh  day  from  all  his 
works.  And  in  this  place  again.  If  they  fiall  enter 
into  my  rejl  Again  he  Iwiitcth  a  cettain  day ,  fay"^ 
ing  to  David,  To  day,  after  fo  long  a  time  ;  as 
it  is  faid.  To  day,  if  ye  xvill  hear  his  voice  hard¬ 
en  not  your  hearts.  For  if  Jefus  (fofhiia)  had 
given  them  reft,  then  would  he  not  afterward  have 
fpoken  of  another  day.  There  remaineth  therefore 
a  rejl  to  the  people  of  God ;  or,  as  it  is  rendered  in 
the  margin,  akeeping  ef  a  fabbath  to  the  people  of  God, 
A  fabbath  is  intended,  not  only  in  remembrance 
of  the  great  works  of  God,  from  which  it  takes 
j'jfo  *  but  aifo  as  a  pledge  of  a  better  lelt. 
The  apoftle  is  here  proving  that  there  is  a  hea¬ 
venly  reft  to  be  entered  into, in  the  future  ftate, 
by  the  people  of  God.  And  as  a  pledge  of  it, 
he  here  faith,  there  remaineth  a  keeping  of  a  fab- 
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hath  to  the  people  of  God.  And  this,  he  faith  is 

wliich  was  the  fabbath 

ill  Diivia  s  time. 

^  Anotlier  intimation  of  the  change  of  the 
labbath  v/e  have  in  Plalm.  cxviii.  22,2?  24. 

f  which  the  builders-  refufed,  is  'become  the 
tjeadjione  of  the  comer.  This  is  the  Lord’s  doing- 
U  is  niarvellous  in  our  eyes.  This  is  the  day  which 
Lord  bath  jiiade;  ive  will  rejoice  and  be  glad 

VI  •  ^  prophecy  concerning 

<-111  ili  IS  evident  from  many  places  in  the  new 

teltament,  where  it  is  applied  to  him.  And  it 
IS  here  foretold,  that  the  day  when  Chrilt  be¬ 
came  the  iiead  hone  of  the  corner,  is  the  day 
which  the  Lord  hath  made.  The  day  which 
the  Lord  hath  made  lignifies  the  day  that  he 
hath  coniecrated,  or  fet  apart.  And  it  is  equal¬ 
ly  evident,  that  it  was  by  Chrift’s  riling  from 
the  dead,  that  he  became  the  head  Hone  of  the 
coiner;  that  is,  the  foundation  of  his  church. 
1  his  is  a  day  t  o  be  oblerved  with  joy  and  glad- 
neis;  W  c  ~wiil  rejoice  and  be  glad  in  it-,  which 
properly  deferibes  the  bulinefs  of  a  fabbath, 
wiiich  is  a  day  of  religious  joy  and  gladnefs! 
rfere  tiie  grand  event  which  was  to  be  the  oc* 
canen  of  the  change  of  the  fabbath,  is  pointed 
out;  and  the  day  on  which  this  event  fiiould 
talvc.  place,  iS  the  day  which  the  L>ord  hath 
made  to  he  reinembered  with  religious  ioy  and 
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his  putting  fpecial  honour  upon  the  firft  day  of 
the  week,  and  appropriating  it  to  himfeit  as  his 
day  by  way  of  diftindtion  ironi  other  days, 
flrongly  evidenceth  the  duty  of  oblerving  this 
day  holy  to  the  Lord.  All  power  in  heaven 
and  in  earth  is  committed  to  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  who  is  made  head  over  all  things  to  his 
church,  whofe  authority  therefore  to  preferibe 
a  fabbath  to  his  people  is  indisputable.  He  is 
veiled  with  fufficient  authority  to  abolilli  the 
feventh-day  fabbath,  and  appoint  another 
day  ;  which  power  our  Lord  alferts,  Luke,  vi. 
5.  And  he  faid  wito  them,  that  the  Son  of  man  is 
Lord  alfo  of  the  fabbath  day.  And  we  accord¬ 
ingly  find,  He  has  put  his  name  upon  anotlier 
day.  Rev.  i.  10.  I  was  in  the  fpirit  on  the  Lord's 
day.  W  hich  is  a  title  by  which  the  firft  day 
of  the  week  was  then  and  has  been  ever  fiiice 
known.  Chrift  has  put  fpecial  honor  up¬ 
on  this  day,  not  only  by  putting  his  name 
upon  it  ;  but  alio  becaufe  on  it  he  arofe  from 
the  dead  ;  and  on  this  day  he  repeatedly  man- 
ifefted  himfelf  tohisdilciples  after  his  refiirrec- 
tion  from  the  dead;  and  upon  this  day,  in  a 
moft  wonderful  manner,  fent  to  his  difciplcs 
the  promife  of  the  Father,  in  the  plentiful  ef- 
fufion  of  the  holy  /Spirit  ;  upon  which  account 
we  have  reafon  to  fay.  This  is  the  day  v/hich 
the  Lord  hath  made  ;  we  will  rejoice  and  he 
glad  in  it. 

Nov/  the  evidence  of  the  change  of  the  fab- 
bath^  which  has  been  exhibited,  fliows  tliat  the 
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church  of  Chrift  has  not  afted  without  fufficient 
reafon,  in  obferving  the  firft  day  of  the  week 
as  the  hibbath  under  the  gofpel-difpenfation. 
This  has  been  the  praaice  of  the  church  from 
the  apoltles  days  to  this  time.  Such  therefore 
who  deny  that  the  apoftles  eftabliflied  the  ob- 
lervation  of  the  firft  day  of  the  week  as  the 
fabbath,  ought  in  all  reafon  to  fliew  how,  and 
when  the  change  of  the  fabbath  was  made  in 
the  church.  Surely  fuch  a  change  of  the  fab¬ 
bath  from  thefeventh  day  to  the  firft  could  ne¬ 
ver  be  brought  about,  and  introduced  into  all 
the  churches,  in  fuch  a  ftill  and  filent  manner, 
as  not  to  be  taken  notice  of  by  any  of  the 
Chriftian  writers  in  all  ages  of  the  church.  If 

one  or  two  churches  had  corrupted  themfelves 

in  this  mattei',  yet  furely  fome  would  have 
continued  ftxithful,  to  bear  teftimony  againft 
fuch  corruption.  But  that  all  the  churches, 
in  all  parts  of  the  world,  fliould  agree  in  fuch 
a  change,  and  lliould  bring  it  about  without 
raifing  any  difpute,  is  a  fuppofition  fo  extrava¬ 
gant  as  to  be  altogether  ridiculous. 

But  fome  fay  (becaufe  they  can  fay  nothingbet- 
ter)  that  this  change  of  tlie  fabbath  was  brought 
about  by  the  authority  of  the  Pope.  And  all 
they  can  offer  in  proof  of  this  aflTertion  is,  that 
they  find  tlie  firft  day  of  the  week  mentioned 
.among  th.e  days  prefcribecl  by  popilli  decrees, 
to  be  obierved  by  the  church.  But  if  the 
firft  day  of  tlie  week  had  been  obferved  from 
the  beginning,  it  muft  of  courfe  be  included 
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in  the  number  of  days  prclcribed  by  liopKh  de¬ 
crees  :  So  that  this  is  no  evidence  at  all  iii  tlie 
cafe.  But  if  the-  change  of  the  day  was  iiiade 
by  the  authority  of  the  Pope,  in  popifh  coirn- 
tries,  how  came  it  to  take  place  in  otiier  p:u  Is 
of  the  world,  where  the  pope’s  authority  nc; 
ver  extended  ? 

But  to  alcribe  the  change  of  tlie  day  to  the 
authority  of  the  pope,  is  dating  the  Uiattcr 
a  great  deal  too  late  ;  becaufe  Chrifiian  writers 
plentifully  declare  the  obiervation  of  tliC  iirlt 
day  of  the  week  long  before  the  pope  of  R  ome 
was  called  the  head,  or  univerfal  bilriop  of  the 
church  ;  or  even  before  the  popiOi  corruption 
had  arifen  to  any  confiderble  heighth  in  the 
world.  Add  to  this,  the  firft  day  of  the  week 
has  had  the  function  of  civil  authority,  as  the 
fabbath,  ever  fince  the  civil  rulers  embraced 
the  Chriftian  faith.  Conftantine,  the  firil  Chriffi' 
an  Emperor,  put  the  fandtion  of  civil  authority 
upon  this  day.  And  it  has  ever  lincc,  in  all 
Chriftian  countries,  had  the  fanotioii  of  civil 
powers,  as  the  iabbath. 


III.  Proceed  v/e  now,  agreeably  to  our 
THiRDpropofition,to  lliowthe  piirpofesfor  whicii 
thefefeafons  of  public  worfhip  are  t(5  be  obferv 
cd. 

The  namesARBATH  fignifles  a  reft.  It  thcrG*- 
fore  requires  that  we  reft,  or  ccafe  IVoui  la¬ 
bor,  and  the  ordinary  employments  of  tl.is 
life.  In  the  Fourtl?  command  wc  arc  rermir- 
Von.  IV.  Rr  ^ 
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ed,  Six  days  Jhalt  thou  labor,  and  do  all  thy  work ; 
hut  the  feventb  day  is  the  fabbath  of  the  Lord  thy 
God ;  in  it  thou  Jhalt  not  do  any  work.  We  are 
to  lay  afide  all  our  worldly  concernSj  and  free 
our  minds,  as  well  as  our  hands,  from  the  em¬ 
ployments  of  this  life.  Much  more  then 
ought  we  to  ceal'e  from  pleafures  anddiverfions. 
If  we  obferve  the  day,  we  muft  obferve  it  to 
the  Lord.  The  fabbath  is  a  day  fet  apart  for 
religious  purpofes,  and  ought  to  be  fpent  in  the 
public  and  private  exercifes  of  God’s  wor- 
Ihip. 


I .  The  fabbath  is  to  be  obferved  as  a  day 
of  thankfgiving.  This  was  one  defign  of  the 
appointment  of  the  fabbath  at  firft,  that  it 
ihould  be  a  memorial  of  the  work  of  creation. 
That  great  work  of  God,  by  which  he  gave  be¬ 
ing  to  the  world,  and  to  all  things  in  it,  and 
framed  all  things  in  their  beauty,  order  and 
ufefulnefs,  juftly  challengeth  our  gratitude  to 
the  author  of  all  being  and  blelTednefs.  There¬ 
fore  when  God  had  finiflied  the  work  of  cre¬ 
ation  in  fix  days,  he  relied  on  thefeventh,  and 
b.allowed  it  as  a  day  holy  to  himfelf,  that  it 
might  be  obferved  by’ the  children  of  men  as  a 
thankful  memorial  of  that  great  work. 

> 

* 

This  alfo  was  manifeftly  oile  delign  of  the 
fabbath^  as  it  was  appointed  to  the  children  of 
ilrael,  that  it  flioiild  be  obferved  as  a  day  of 
thankfgiving  ;  that  it  fJiould  be  unto  them_,not 
only  as  a  memorial  of  the  work  of  creation  ; 
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butalfo  of  their  deliverance  from  Egyptian 
bondage.  This  feenis  plain  from  the  words. 
Dent.  V.  15.  And  remember  that  thoiivjajl  a  Ser¬ 
vant  in  the  Land  of  Egypt,  and  that  the  Lord  thy 
God  hrougljt  thee  out  thence,  through  a  mighty 
hand,  and  by  a  firetched-out  arm ;  therefore  tloe 
Lord  thy  God  commanded  thee  to  keep  the  fab- 

bath--day^ 

The  fame  view  of  the  fabbath,  as  a  day  of 
thanklgiving,  is  Itill  to  be  retained  under  the 
gofpel.  The  work  of  redemption  by  Jefus 
Chrift  is  a^very  great  and  ji^loi  ious  worK,  fcti 
exceeding  in  glory  the  work  of  creation,  and 
the  deliverance  of  the  children  of  Ilrael  from 
Egypt ;  and  is  therefore  much  more  worthy 
ofourmoft  thankful  remembi'ance.  As  the 
day  of  the  fabbath  feems  to  have  been  changed 
by  Mofes  from  that  day  which  was  the  feventh 
from  the  creation,  and  fixed  upon  that  day  on 
which  the  children  of  Ifrael  came  out  of  Egypt, 
that  it  might  be  to  them  a  day  of  thankfgiving 
in  commemoration  of  that  deliverance;  fo  the 
change  of  the  day,  under  the  gofpel  dif- 
penfation,  from  that  which  was  obferved  by 
the  church  of  the  Jews#  to  tliat  on  which  our 
Saviour  finifiied  his  fufferings,  in  his  rifingfrom 
the  dead,  intimates  to  us,  that  the  more  fpe^ 
cial  deiign  of  the  fabbath  is  to  be  a  day  of  thankf¬ 
giving  for  the  work  of  redemption. 

Hence  then  it  is  one  part  of  duty  on  the 
fabbath  to  furvey  thefe  glorious  works  of  God 
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Jn  creation,  providence  and  grace  ;  efpecially 
(die  glorious  work  of  redemption  by  Jefus' 
Chr|rr,  in  ail  its  parts;  and  lb  to  view  and 
nicditate  upon  thefe  things,  as  that  our  hearts 
may  be  affebted  with  a  fenfe  of  the  giory  of 
God,  and  a  grateful  frame  enkindled  "in  us  to 
the  author  ot  our  being,  and  fountain  of  all 
our  comforts. 


i  lie  iabboLh  is  to  tie  obferved  as  a  me- 
ol  our  obligation  and  covenant  relation 
*  of  aiabbath  at  firfCj 

Mi  ren).eiribr*a  ir.c  (»[  ihe  work  of  creation^  was 
to  adnioiirPi  mankind  that  God  v/as  the  author 
oi  tiieir  beings  a?id  remind  them  of  their  obli- 
g a t A o  1 1  1  u  ii  1  ri i  as  { u c n .  A n d  h aii  m a n k i i) d  b e e n 
♦Mireiiil  to  remember  the  labbath  day  and  keep 
ft  holy ^  civ  eoiding*  to  the  mamrelc  intention  of 
its  appointment,  it  would  have  had  a  direft 
lendency  to  have  pieferved  the  knowledge  of 
the  ti  ne  God  and  of  their  obiigation  to  him, 
and  would  liave  been  a  jpecial  means  to  have 
ju’ererved  them  from  idolatry.  So  likewife 
the  appointment  of  a  fabbath  to  the  children  of 
llrael  was  to  ierve  as  a  iiieraorial  of  their  co¬ 
venant-relation  and  obligations  to  the  true 
(^od;  as  is  expresfly  declared,  Exod.  xxxi.  13. 

Verily  iny  fabbath  Jkall  ye  keep:  For  it  is  a  jign 
heFvecn  me  and  you  throvgbout  your  generations  \ 
that  I  am  the  Lord  that  doth  JanSiify  you.  The 
iabbatli  under  the  gofpel  is  alfo  to  ferve  the 
iame  ipecial  piirpofe.  It  is  to  be  regarded  as 
M  tgn  of  the  rovenant  between  God  and 
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It  is  appoin^^sd  as  a  menioi'ial  of  tjiat  gicat 
work  or  redemption,  in  which  Chrift  hath  pur- 
chafed  us  tp  himlelf,  and  redeemed  us  to  God 
with  the  price  of  his  own  blood.  It  becomes 
us  therefore  to  keep  the  fabbath  day  in  thank¬ 
ful  remembrance  of  that  glorious  work ;  that 
areturn  of  the  fabbath  may  revive  in  our  minds 
a  folemn  remembrance  of  the  pi  ice  ol  oji 
redemption,  and  the  facred  bonds  of  the  cove¬ 
nant  of  our  God  which  are  upon  us. 

•?.  Another  purpofe  of  the  appointment  of 
the  fabbath  is,  that  it  ihould  be  the  fet  time  for 
us  to  attend  upon,  and  unite  in, the  feveral  ex- 
ercifes  of  public  worfliip.  It  is  expresily  re¬ 
quired  of  us  in  the  text,‘hiot  to  forfake  the  al- 
‘Tembling  of  ourfelves  together.”  It  is  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  public  honour  due  to  God,  and  an  open 
acknowledgement  of  Ghrift  as  oui  Savioui  ; 
that  his  people  fliould  ahemble  themfelves  to¬ 
gether  on  that  day,  on  which  the  Loid  has  re¬ 
corded  his  name,  to  pay  their  joint  honour  to 
him,  attend  upon  his  infiitutions,  and  the  feve¬ 
ral  parts  of  his  worfliip.  It  was  to  this  pui- 
pofe  the  children  of  Ifrael  were  commanded  to 
keep  the  fabbath  day.  Upon  this  day  they 
were  required  to  have  an  holy  coiwocoliou. 
And  we  find  that  their  praftice  was  according 
to  this  precept.  For  to  this  end  they  built 
their  fynagogues,  or  houfes  ot  public  woifiiip, 
where  they  reforte'd  on  their  fabbaths  for  re¬ 
ligious  purpofes,  as  is  mentioned,  A6rs,  xv.  si . 
For  Mofes  of  old  time  hath  in  every  city,  them  that 


being  read  in  the  fynagogues  every  fab, 
bath  day  And  it  has  been  already  fhown,  that 

the  goipel-fabbath,  the  firftday  ofthe  week 

was-  oblerved  by  the  apollles  and  firft  Chriftian 

Churches  as  the  day  to  allemble  for  the  pur- 

pofe  of  public  worlhip.  We  ought  therefore 
to  eiteeiu  the  hibbath,  not  as  a  day  to  be  fpent 
in  doth  and  idlenefs  at  home ;  but  as  a  day  on 
which  we  are  to  aiTemble  with  the  people  of 

God,  to  unite  in  the  leveral  exercifesof  gofpel- 
woriiiip.  ^  ^ 

A 

4.  Another  defign  of  the  fabbath  is^  to  be  a 
figii  aijid  pledge  to  the  people  of  God  of  ever-* 
laftiiig  reft  in  the  future  ftate.  Whatever 
may  be  laid  of  the  fabbath  appointed  to  Adam 
in  paiadilc^  as  to  its  being  a  pledge  of  an  hea¬ 
venly  rert3  this  was  evidently  the  cafe  of 
the  fabbath  appointed  to  the  children  of  If- 
raeL  1  he  covenant  God  made  witli  thatpeo-> 
ple^  included  apromilc  of  a  temporal  reft  in  the 
land  of  Ganaan^  as  well  as  a  future  reft  in  hea¬ 
ven.  And  as  the  fabbath  was  to  be  to  them  a 
memorial  of  that  covenant,  fo  it  was  likewife 
a  pledge  of  tlte  bleffings  prorhifed  in  it,  pro¬ 
vided  they  were  obedient  to  it.  Hence  the 
prophet  llaiali  urged  the  fanaification  of  the 
fabbath  as  a  method  to  fecure  the  continuance 
of  God  s  proteaion  over  them  in  the  land  which 
he  had  given  as  an  heritage  to  Jacob.  Ifa.  Iviii. 

13,  14.  If  thou  turn  away  thy  foot  from  the  fah 
batb^  from  doing^  thy  plcafiire  on  my  holy  day; 
and  call  the  fabbath  a  delight y  the  holy  of  the 
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Lord,  honourable ;  and  fialt  honour  him,  not 
doing  thine  own  ways,  nor  finding  thine  own  plea- 
fttre,  nor  /peaking  thine  own  words  ;  thenJlMlt  thou 
delight  thyfelf  in  the  Lord ;  and  I  will  caufe  thee 
to  ride  upon  the  high  places  ofi  the  earth,  and  fieed 
thee  with  the  heritage  oj  Jacob, thy  father :  For  the 
mouth  of  the  Lord  hathfpohen  it.  , 

So  likewife  the  fabbath  under  the  pfpel  is 
a  fign  and  pledge  to  true  believers  of  everlaft- 
ing  reft  in  the  future  ftate.  Thus  the  apoftle 
points  out  the  fabbath,  in  all  the  appointments 
of  it.as  a  fign  and  pledge  of  future  and  heaven¬ 
ly  reft,  in  Heb,  iv.  In  this  chapter  he  refers 
to  the  original  fabbathatthe  creation  of  the 
world,  to  the  fabbath  of  the  J  ews,  and  to  the 
Chriftian  fabbath  ;  fliewing  that  they  all  were 
to  be  confidered  as  pointing  to,  or  pledges  of, a 
future  heavenly  reft. 

IV.  It  remains  to  fliew  the  duty  and  im¬ 
portance  of  our  keeping  holy  to  God  theChrif- 
tian  or  firft  day  fabbath  ;  together  with  the 
danger  of  neglecting  it. 

The  feveral  purpofes  tvhich  have  been  men¬ 
tioned,  for  which  the  keeping  a  fabbath  has 
been  enjoined  upon  mankind,  may  be  conlidered 
as  fo  many  arguments  to  enforce  the  practice  of 
this  duty  upon  us. 

Creating  goodnefs,  providential  mercies, 
and  above  all  the  glorious  difplays  of  re- 
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deeming  grace  by  Jefus  Chrift,  lay  us  under 

ftrong  .  obligations,  in  point  of  gratitude,  to 
pra6tue  this  duty.  This  isth^  appointed  way 
for  us  to  exprefs  our  thankfulnefs  to  God  for 
all  his  benefits  towards  us.  How  criminal 
then,  hov/  bafe,  and  how  ungrateful  muft  it  be 
in  us,  to  treat  the  fabbath,  or  the  facred  privi¬ 
lege  of  God’s  wo'rllnp,  on  that  day  to  be  at¬ 
tended,  with  careleffiiefs  and  negledl !  And  as 
it  -is  very  bafe  and  criminal  in  us,  fo  it  mull 

be  very  offenfive  and  provoking  in  the  fight 
of  God.  ° 


Or  if  we  view  the  fabbath  as  a  fign  and  token 
of  our  covenant  relation  to,  and  intereft  in 
God,  our  treating  of  it  with  carelelfnefs  and 
neglect  mult  appear  to  be  a  breach  of  covenant, 
a  pra6tical  renouncing  of  our  covenant-intereft 
in  God,  and  a  forfeiture  of  all  covenant-privi¬ 
leges  and  bleflings.  Oi’  on  the  .other  hand  ;  if 
we  delire  to  fecure  to  ourfelvesa  covenant-in- 
terefc  in  God,  or  the  privileges  and.blellings  of 
the  covenant,  a  due  fanaification  of  the  fab¬ 
bath  muft  be  carefully  attended  to. 

When  v/e  likewife  confider  the  fabbath  as 
the  appointed  time  to  attend  and  unite  in  the 
feveral  exercifes  of  public  worlhip,  ^our  obli¬ 
gations  to  carefully  oblerve  it,  v/ill  appear  in  a 
Itrong  liglit.  Chrill  has  fet  up  his  church  as 
his  vifible  kingdom  among  men;  has  required 
us  to  join  ourlelves  to  it ;  has  appointed  vari¬ 
ous  exerciies  ol  religious  worfliip,  by  winch  he 
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performs  the  part  of  a  Mediator  among  men, 
to  bring  them  to  be  reconciled  to  God  ;  atut 
by  which  he  imparte  to  them  the  influence  ot 
the  holy  Spirit  and  bleflings  of  redeeming  grace, 
and  makes  them  partakers  of  his  faving  tuluels. 
That  we  are  to  view  the  religious  exerciles 
prefcribed  to  the  church,  as  that  by  which  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  in  his  mediatorial  ofiice,  ap¬ 
plies  to  mankind,  to  reconcile  them  to  God,  is 
evident  from  the  apoftle's  reprefentation  of  a 
preached  gofpel,  which  is  one  of  thele  religious 
exercifes.  II.  Cor.  v.  20.  Now  tlmi  we  are 
ambaffcidorsfor  Cbrifl,  as  though  God  did  bcfcecbyou 
by  us ;  we  pray  you  in  Cbriji’s Jlead,  be  ye  rec.oncu- 
ed  to  God.  If  therefore  we  difregard  the  fab- 
bath,  and  turn  our  back  upon  the  public  exer¬ 
cifes  of  gofpel  worfhip,  we  therein  turn  our 
back  upon  Chrift,  and  thruft  ourfelves  away 
from  his  mediation.  And  if,  by  fuch  conduft, 
we  will  not  fuffer  Chrift  to  apply  his  mediation 
to  us  in  his  church  in  this  ■  world,  we  cannot 
expeft  he  will  apply  to  God  for  us,  as  our  ad¬ 
vocate  with  the  Father.  For  this  is  wliat  he 
hath  allured  us  in  this  cafe.  Wbqfoevcr  there¬ 
fore  fiall  confefs  me  before  men,  him  will  I  alfo  con- 
fefs  before  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven.  But 
whofoffcer /hall  deny  me  before  men,  him  ‘will  I  alfo 
deny  before  my  Father  zvhich  is  in  heaven.  And  if 
we  exclude  ourfelves  from  the  mediation  of 
Chrift,  what  is  there  remaining  for  us  to 
hope  in  .? 

A  due  lamldification  of  the  fabbath  will  hacc 
VoL.  IV.  Ss 
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a  great  influence  upon  us,  and  an  happy  ten¬ 
dency  to  promote  the  praftice  of  religion  in 
the  various  parts  of  it  But  decays  in  reli¬ 
gion,  and  even  a  total  apoftacy  from  the  Chrif- 
tian  faith,  commonly  begin  by  flacknefs,  care- 
leflnefs  and  neg  igence  in  fandlifying  the  fab- 
bath,  and  treating  the  public  exerciies  of 
God’s  worlhip  with  coldnefs  and  indifference. 
But  if  we  mean  to  receive  real  benefit  from 
the  fabbath  and  fabbath-privileges,  we  muft 
not  content  ourfelves  with  an  outward  atten¬ 
dance  upon  them  ;  but  muft  take  heed  to  draw 
Bear  to  God  in  them  with  a  true  heart. 


The  fandification  of  the  fabbath  is  not  on¬ 
ly  the  way  to  promote  religion  in  ourfelves, 
but  alfo  incur  fellow  men.  The  upholding 
public  worfiiip  among  a  people  has  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  call  their  attention  to  divine  things, 
to  fpread  the  knowledge  of  the  goipel,  and 
to  enlarge  and  advance  the  kingdom  of  the 
Redeemer,  in  the  conyerfion  of  finners,  and 
the  edification  of  believers.  How  powerfully 
then  do  ail  thefe  confiderations  enforce  the 
pradtire  of  this  duty  upon  us  f  I  Ihall 
therefore  clofe  my  fubjedl,  by  repeating  : 
the  exhortation  in  the  text.  Lef  us  conjider 
one  another  to  provoke  unto  love  and  to  good 
works  ;  not  forfakmg  the  qffembling  of  ourfelves  to~ 
gethcr,  as  the  manner  offome  is;  but  exhorting 
one  another :  And  fo  much  the  more ,  as  ye  fee  the 
day  approaching. 
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BY 
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yESUS  faith  unto  him,  I  am  the  "way,  and  the 
truth,  and  the  life:  No  matt  com^th  unto  the 
FATHER  but  by  me. 

^  I  ^HE  whole  defign  of  religion  is  to  point  out 
A  the  road  to  real  happinels,  and  to  put  man¬ 
kind  in  polTeflion  of  it ;  to  engage  them  to  a 
life  of  piety  and  morality  in  this  world,  and  to 
train  them  up  for  a  fulnefs  of  glory,  and  per* 
feaion  of  peace  in  that  which  is  to  come. 
Viewed  in  its  true  light  therefore,  feparated 
from  all  abufes,  fuperftition  on  the  one  hand, 
and  enthufiafm  on  the  other,  it  has  the  moft 
benign  influence  on  the  welfare  of  civil  focie* 
ty,  and  is  the  moft  promotive  of  the  beft  inter- 
of  the  human  race.  The  evils  which  have 
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llcnveJ  irom  a  perfecuting  fpirlE  and  the  war 
coinniericed^  and  the  blood  Ihed  by  nations  in 
religious  quarrels  are  not  the  native 
but  the  horrid  abufes  of  religion.  The  belt 
things  on  earth  are  liable  to  be  perverted  by 
the  corrupt  pallions  and  ignorance  of  man. 
The  candid  mind  of  philofophy,  that  forms  a 
juft  eftimate  of  human  life,  when  contempla¬ 
ting  moral  fubjects,  will  attribute  the  evils 
which  it  beholds  to  the  true  caufe.  So  far  is  the 
Ipirit  of  true  religion  from  being  a  difadvantage 
to,  or  increafing  the  mileries  of,  fociety,  as 
fome  fupcrficial,  half- thinking  men  have  af¬ 
firmed »  that  its  whole  fyilem  of  duties  and 
doctrines  diredtly  tends,  and  is  wifely  calcula¬ 
ted,  to  mitigate  every  wo,  to  foften  every  for- 
row,  to  infpire  every  rational  joy,  and  to  dif- 
fule  oyer  the  world  humanity  and  benevolence  : 

mf 

to  purify  and  refine,  to  ennoble  and  exalt  hu¬ 
man  nature  and  iiinuan  happinels.  Confe- 
(juently  ,  one  of  tiic  raoft  interelting  queftions 
which  can  be  propoied  on  the  iubjecl  of  religion, 

•  is,  how  ihaii  we  iecure  to  oxirlelves  its  blef- 
jings  s'  or  wliat  is  the  way  for  us  acceptably  to 
iurve  God  in  time,  and  to  be  fitted  for  the  en- 
joyinent  of  him  in  eternity  ?  This  grand  quef- 
rion  is  latisfaftorily  anfwered  by  our  Saviour 
in  the  w'ords  nov/  read,  jefus  faith  unto  him,  I 
am  the  way,  and  the  truth,  and  the  life  :  No  man 
conietb  unto  the  Father  but  hy  me. 


He  begins  his  difeourfe  with  his  difciples,  by 
couroling  their  hearts  ^vith  the  thoughts  and 
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hopes  of  heaven.  Let  not  yarn  heart 

..  beUeve  m  God,  believe  alfo  m  me  In  my  Fa 

thers  boufe  are  many  manjions ;  tf  it  -were  not  Jo  I 

Znldhaie  told  you;  I  go  ^ 

you ;  and  if  I  go  ond  prepare  a  place  /or 

you,  I  will  come  again,  and  receive  you  ^ntojyM, 

that  where  lam,  there  ye  may  be  adfo.  ' 

ther  I  go  ye  know,  and  the  way  ye  know  Thomas 
faith  unto  him,  Lord,  we  know  not  whither  thou 
soefl  and  how  can  ive  know  the  way  ?  1  hen  come 
fn  the  words  of  the  text.  Jefus  faith  unto  him,  I 
am  the  way,  and  the  truth,  and  the  Ife:  No  man 
cometh  unto  the  FATHER  but  by  ME. 

I  It  is  propofed,  in  the  fequel,  to  fhow  how 
Chrift  is  the  way,  and  the  truth,  and  the 

life.  And, 

II.  To  point  out  the  impoflibility  of  our 
obtaining  acceptance  with  God  but  by  him. 

I.  In  what  refpeft  our  Saviour  is  the  way, 
the  truth,  and  the  life  is  what  is  intended,  firft, 
to  be  ccnlidered  and  illuftrated. 


He  declares  to  his  difciples  in  general,  and 
to  Thomas  in  particular,  that  he  is  the  y^ay 
to  happinefs,  for  all  mankind.  Foi'  he  muft  be 
the  way,  and  the  truth,  and  the  life  to  one  as 
much  as  to  another  ;  becaufe  all  the  woild  e- 
qually  need  his  guidance,  inftruaion  and  a- 
tonement.  His  gofpel  is  as  neceflary  for  one 
as  for  another,  and  no  man  can  obtain  the  ta- 
vour  of  God,  or  reach  the  peaceful  abodes  ot 
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■icriiand  him  ?  Wlial  ideas  doerL^i^tend  f" 

and^o^raanfl™!?.*”/”'', '" 

p-iiilfw  rvf  •  A-r:  .  pardon  for  the 

guilty,-of  juftification  and  peace  with  God 

ot  the  expiation  of  fin,-and  of  happref^^^’'' 

anfothei^trjhlw^e^^' W 

ferve  God  only  through  the  medktbn^a*^d*^^^^^ 

oellion  of  his  Son.  As  fallen  .  - 

in  ourfelves  utterly  unworthy  trappToar  Ihl 

hold  fin  .U  e  than  to  be¬ 

hold  fin.  or  the  finner.  but  with  detefiation 

He  hates  with  perfea  abhorrence  all  the  work-’ 
ed  f  ^  'vrath.  indeed,  is  reveal- 

riitruirr  ^^SodUmls  and  un- 

Lowledrr  concealed  from  his 

*4’  efcape  his  refentment.  An  in- 

wnidd  \  offended  his  Creator, 

fe?f  ^  direftly  addrefs  him- 

f,  without  any  Mediator,  to  the  all-wife  and 

Wreign  Lord  of  nature.  But  a  fallen  and 
guilty  creature,  who  has  loft  the  favour  an^ 
t^ffended  the  Majefty  of  heaven  and  earth  by 
numeiable  fins,  cannot  draw  near  to  him  in 
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Jiis  own  name*  He^  on  the  other- hand,  is  al-f 
together  unworthy  fo  much  as  to  lift  his  voice 
to  the  eternal  throne  for  mercy,  and  can 
have  no  afl'urance  of  a  gracious  audience  and 
acceptance. 

The  anxious  inquiry  of  conlcience  is.  Where¬ 
with  Jl>all  I  come  before  the  Lord,  or  bow  myfelf  - 
before  the  high  God  ?  Jhall  I  come  before  him  with 
burnt-offerings,  with  calves  of  a  year  old  ?  zvill  the 
Lord  be  pleafed  with  tboufands  of  rams,  or  with  ten 
ihoufand  of  rivers  of  oil?  Jhall  I  give  myfirjlborn 
for  my  tranfgreffion  ?  the  fruit  of  my  body  for  the 
Jin  of  my  foul  ? 

This  anxious  inquiry  may  be  fatisfa6toriIy 
anfwered.  All  fuch  expenfive  and  painful  ex¬ 
pedients  are  utterly  unavailable.  JefusChrift 
is  the  appointed  medium  of  worfiiip,  is  the  on* 
ly  way  ofaccefs  to  the  Father.  In  him  our 
prayers,  our  praifes,  our  gratitude,  and  con- 
felfion  of  fin  may  be  accepted.  He  is  all- wor¬ 
thy,  though  we  be  infinitely  unworthy.  With 
him  the  Father  is  ever  well-pleafed,  though  he 
cannot  look  upon  us  out  of  him,  but  with  ab¬ 
horrence.  His  merits  are  infinite,  and  hi's  in- 
terceflions  all-powerful.  For  through  him  we 
both  have  accefs  by  one  Spirit  unto  the  Father. 
There  is  one  God,  and  one  Mediator  between 
God  and  man.  He  is  the  only  medium  of  ac- 
cefs  to  HIM  who  is  the  hearer  of  prayer,  and 
fountain  of  grace.  No  other  is  appointed  or 
permitted.  Our  perfons  and  fervices,  our 
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thcinkfgivings,  and  all  our  religious  duties  and 
ordinary  conduft  can  be  acceptable  only  in  the 
name  oi:  Chrift.  And  whatfoever  ye  do  in  word 
or  deed,  do  all  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl 
giving  thanks  to  God  and  the  Father  by  him.  Our 
Lord  gracioufly  promifes  all  his  followers  that 
the  Father  will  always  hear  them  in  his  name, 
and  beftoW  upon  them  every  needed  bleffing! 
And  whatfoever  yejhall  afk  in  my  name,  that  will  I 
do,  that  the  Father  may  be  glorified  in  the  Son.  If 
ye  f ball  afk  any  thing  in  my  name,  I  will  do  it 

I  • 

And  there  is  an  abfolute  promife  that  all  our 
prayers,  which  flow  from'  faith  as  the  principle, 
tvhich  are  aimed  at  the  divine  glory  as  the  end, 
and  which  are  guided  by  the  word  as  the  rule, 
lhall  be  anfwered.  Therefore  I  fay  unto  you,  what 
things  foever  ye  defire  when  ye  fray,  believe  that  ye 
receive  them,  and  yejhall  have  them :  He  ever  a^s 
in  the  capacity  of  an  interceflbrat  the  the  right 
hand  of  the  Majefly  on  high.  ■  And  another  an¬ 
gel  came  and  flood  at  the  altar,  having  a  golden  cen- 
fer-,  and  there  was  given  unto  him  much  incenfe, 
that  bejhould  offer  it,  with  the  prayers  of  all  faints, 
upon  the  golden  altar,  which  was  before  the  throne. 
All  oui  leligioLis  duties,  prayer,  praife  and  o- 

ther  aits  ol  homage  can  afeend  to  the  throne 
of  the  univerfe  with  acceptance  only  in  the 
name  of  Chrifl.  He  is,  then,  the  way  of  accefs 
to  the  father,  and  no  man  can  come  unto 
God  but  by  him.  Having  therefore,  brethren, 
boldnefs  to  enter  into  the  holiefi  by  the  blood  of 
Jifus,  by  a  nsiv  and  living  -way  -which  he  hath  con- 
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jfcmtedfor  us  through  the  veil,  that  is  to  fay, 
flejh.  And  having  a  high  friejl  over  the  boufe  oj 
God,  let  us  draw  near  with  a  true  hcait,  vtjiiil 
afurance  of  faith,  having  our  hearts  fprinkled  from 
an  evil  confcicnce,  and  our  bodies  wafied  wdh  pure 
water. 


2.  Jefus  Chriftis  alfo  the  way  of  pardon  for 
the  guilty.  The  very  idea  of  pardon  always 
prefuppofes  guilt.  An  innocent  being  needs 
no  torgiveneis.  He  who  has  never  otFended 
in  thought,  word,  or  deed,  ean  have  no  guilt  to 
be  walhed  away  by  a  pardon.  But  finful  crea¬ 
tures  ftand  in  perifliing  need  of  a  remiffion 
of  all  their  tranfgreffions.  And  this  can  be 
had  only  in  the  Mediator.  W  e  have  no  me¬ 
rit  of  our  own  to  purchafe  the  forgiven  els  of 
fin.  Though,  as  tranfgrelTors,  we  ftand  in  ab- 
lolute  need  of  a  pardon,  tho  we  muft  finally  and 
forever  perifii  without  it;  yet  we  cannot  have 
it  from  ourfelves.  Can  we  rely  on  our  own 
good  deeds,  on  our  own  virtues  for  pardon,  or 
on  the  juftice  of  the  Deity,  or  the  mere  clemen¬ 
cy  of  his  nature  ?  Some  have  carried  their  no¬ 
tions  of  human  merit  fo  high,  as  to  take  to  it 
alone  for  introduction  to  the  favour  of  God,  and 


admiflion  into  glory,  when  they  fnall  bid  adieu 
to  this  mortal  feene.  I  remember  to  li^ve 
heard,  that  a  very  noted  infidel  oi  our  own 
country''  was  wont  to  exprefs  himfelt  with  regard 
to  acceptance  with  his  Maker,  on  this  wife  ; 
^T  would  rather,  fays  he,  ioole  heaven,  and 
^dneur  damnation  ;  I  would  rather  mils  ot  the 
VoL.  IV.  Tt 
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‘"lavor  of  the  Deity,  than  not  merit  it  by  my 

o^vn  \  ii  Liics.  If  my  dignity,^ if  niy  merit 
*^^will  not  procure  forme  afeat  in  the  manfions 
“^of  blifs,  then  farcwel  happinefs.  I  will  ac- 
“cept  of  happinefs  only  as  the  fruit  of  my  own 
“good  deeds.  ”  The  humble  Chriftian  fliudders  at 
inch  language  and  fentiments.  He  feels  his 
utter  unworthinefs  of  eternal  life,  or  a  pardon. 
He  has  no  merit  to  plead;  no  virtue  of  which 
toboafr.  The  more  he  fees  of  the  fpotlels  pu¬ 
rity  of  the  divine  nature,  and  unlimited  extent 
of  the  divine  law,  the  lower  is  his  opinion  of 
the  pretended  merit  of  man.  He  feels  that 
nothing  he  ever  has  done,  or  ever  can  do,  can 
procure  the  forgiving  pity  of  God.  Not  on 
works,  but  grace,  doth  he  rely.  If  his  ini¬ 
quities  were  to  be  ftridtly  marked  againll  him, 
he  is  confcious  he  could  not  anfwer  for  one 
in  a  thoufand  of  them,  and  therefore  pleads 
that  God  would  not  enter  into  judgment  with 
him  ;  for  in  his  light  no  flefh  living  could  be  juft- 
ined.  He  feels  that  Chrift  is  the  way  of  pardon. 
In  xvbom  we  have  redemption  through  his  blood,  e- 
ven  the  forgivenefs  of  fins.  Through  his  blood  all 
our  tranfgrelfions  may  be  done  away,  fo  that 
t!iey  lhall  neither  rife  up  in  this  world  to  our 
liiame  and  confufion  of  face,  nor  in  the  world 
to  come  to  our  utter  and  final  condemnation. 

Plow  ardently  do  good  men  defire  to  be 
freed  from  the  guilt  of  fin,  and  penalty  of  a 
righteous,  but  violated  law.  Have  mercy  on  me,. 

O  Lord,  accord.ing  to  thy  loving-kindnefs  •,  accor- 
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ding  to  the  mnltitude  of  thy  tender  mercies  blot  out 
my  tranfgrefjions  ;  wap  me  throughly  from  mine  i~ 
7uqt(ity,  and  cleanfe  mefrom  myjin.  Again,  in  the 
words  of  the  fame  pious  faint,  who  was  deeply 
attefted  with  a  fight  and  lenfe  of  the  number 
and  heinoufnefs  of  his  fins.  Hide  thy  face  from 
my  fins,  and  blot  out  all  mine  iniquities .  All  who 
are  burdened  with  a  fenfe  of  the  number  and 
greatnefs  of  their  follies  and  fins,  cannot^but 
prize  forgivenefs  from  a  holy  God.  Blcffcd  is 
be  whofe  tranfgreffion  is  forgiven,  wbofepi  is  cover¬ 
ed.  Bleped  is  the  man  to  whom  the  Lord  inipu- 
tetb  not .  iniquity . 


3.  Further,  our  Saviour  is  the  way  like- 
wife  of  juftification  and  peace  with  God.  Our 
juftification  before  God  is  a  point  peculiarly  in- 
terefting  to  all  mankind,  and  equally  concerns 
all  of  every  age  and  condition.  It  confifts  of 
two  parts,  acquittance  from  guilt,  and  a  title 
to  life.  It  is  an  aft  of  God’s  free  grace,  where- 
we  are  liberated  from  the  penalty  of  a  bro¬ 
ken  law,  and  accepted  as  righteous  m  ins  fight, 
only  on  account  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  a  M  e¬ 
diator.  When  a  finner  is  convinced  of  his  fin, 
of  his  loft  and  undone  condition  by  nature,  and 


is  brought  to  believe  in  the  mediation,  and  to 
accept  of  the  atonement,  of  the  Son  of  God,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  covenant  of  grace,  or  method  ot 
■life  conftituted  in  the  gofpel,  a  juftifyng  aft  is 
palled  upon  him  by  his  Maker  in  heaven  ;  he  is 
declared  to  belong  to  his  kingdom,  and  no  long¬ 
er  liable  to  bear  the  penalty  of  a  broken  law. 


f 
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Juftirication  literally  fignifies  judging  one  to 
be  j uft.  A  man  is  faid  to  j uftify  himfelf,  when 
^■se  aacrts  his  innocence,  or  denies  that  he  has 
>3ecn  to  blame  in  any  inftancc.  We  juftify  a- 
nothcr,  when  we  appear  on  his  behalf,  and  un¬ 
dertake  his  vindication.  Among  the  Jews 
this  was  a  law-phrafe,  or  was  ufed  in  reference 
to  their  courts  of  jultice.  If  there  be  a  contro- 
peijy  behveen  men,  and  they  come  into  judgment  that 
the  judges  may  judge  them,  then  they  JImU  jufiify  tbs 
righteous,  and  condemn  the  niched.  The  word 
was  borrowed  from  courts  of  juftice,  and 
applied  to  the  cale  of  mankind  in  regard  to  the 
jenience  of  the  fupreme  Judge;  and  in  order 
to  liave  its  primary  meaning  duly  preferved, 
when  ided  with  refpebt  to  the  juliification  of 
faiien  man  before  a  holy  and  jult  God,  it  muft 
imply  an  acquittance  from  lin,  as  expofing  to 
tieinal  death,  and  tlie  grant  of  a  fure  title  to 
everlafting  life.  And  we  are  juftified  in  the 
name,  as  well  as  pardoned  through  the  blood,  of 
Jelus  Chrifl:.  As  we  are  Itinftiiied  by  his  Spi¬ 
rit,  fo  we  are  juftified  by  his  righteoufnefs. 

1  ai don,  juftification,  fandtification,  and  peace 
with  God  all  go  together.  Thefe  invaluable 
blelfings  all  flow  to  us,  as  well  as  every  other  fa  - 
vour,  whether  temporal  or  fpiritual,  tlirough 
ti  AlcCisatoi .  Jlnd  fv_ch  zvere  Jomc  of  you hut  ye 
arc  veafied,  but  ye  arefanciified,  hut  ye  are  ju/l  fed, 

■m  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  by  the  Spirit  of 
our  God.  Here  juftification  and  fantftification 
arc  ipoben  of  ar,  coming  to  us  in  the  name  of 
a  Redeemer.  St.  Paul  is  molt  full  and  clear 


PERKINS. 


333. 


on  this  great  fubjea,  that  Chrift  is  the  way  of 
juftification.  Being  jvftified freely  by  his  grace, 
through  the  redemption  that  is  in  Jefus  Chrift,  whom 
God  hath  fet  forth  to  be  a  propitiation  through  faith 
in  his  blood,  to  declare  his  righteoufnefs for  the  re- 
■miffion  of  fins  that  are  paji,  through  the  forbearance 
of  God,  that  he  might  be  jud,  and  the-jufifter  of  him 
that  believeth  in  Jefus.  That  Chrift  is  the  way 
of  juftification  and  acceptance  with  God  is  nioft 
clearly  exprefi'ed  in  the  following  words.  Be  it 
known  unto  you,  therefore,  men  and  brethren,  that 
through  this  man  is  prmched  unto  you.  theforgive- 
nefs  of  fins  ;  and  by  him  all  that  believe  are  jufifted 
from  all  things, from  which  they  could  not  be  jifti- 
fied  by  the  law  of  Mofes. 

We  have  peace  as  well  as  juftification  by 
him.  Therefore  being  juftified  by  faith,  we 
have  peace  with  God,  through  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift.  He  is  the  tvay  of  peace,  as  he  is  our 
peace-maker  ;  as  he  reconciles  us  to  God  ;  as 
he  appeafes  the  divine  anger  towards  us;  and 
gives  us  his  own  peace.  For  he  is  our  peace, 
who  loath  made  both  one,  and  hath  broken  down  the 
middle  wall  of  partition  between  us.  He  preach¬ 
es  the  doftrines  of  peace.  He  opens  the  coun- 
fels  of  eternal  peace.  By  him  we  have  peace 
and  joy  in  believing.  Peace  I  leave  with  you, 
my  peace  I  give  unto  you  ;  not  as  the  world  giveth, 
give  I  unto  you.  He  is  the  way  of  juftification, 
acceptance  and  peace  with  God,  as  it  is  by  him 
all  thefe  rich  and  invaluable  bleffings  come  to 
us.  In  him  our  perfons  are  juftified,  our  fer- 


334 


^  tjb'-  ' 

>^'^-  V  1  'zr^'./\  %'  »-' 

‘-T .  t- •  ■<  %  ”  <  ■^• 


PERKIN/?. 

vices  accepted,  and  our  peace  eftablifhed.  He 
is  THE  Lorp  our  righteousness. 

4.  Again,  our  Saviour  is  the  way  of  the  ex¬ 
piation  oi  fin.  Sin  muft  be  expiated,  or  fa¬ 
vour  can  never  be  extended,  with  confiftence, 
to  the  tranfgreffor.  It  is  of  fo  odious  and  vile 
a  nature,  and  fo  ruinous  in  its  confequences 
that  the  finner  can  never  be  liberated  from  its 
guilt,  till  full  ahd  ample  fatisfa6tion  be  made 
to  the  juftice  and  holinefs  of  God.  The  rights 
of  the  Godhead  mull  be  fecured.  As  the  rul¬ 
er  of  the  univerfe,  he  muft  fee  that  virtue  is 
countenanced  through  all  his  extenfive  domin¬ 
ions  ;  that  vice  is  frowned  upon  ;  that  his  laws 
.  and  government  are  maintained ;  and  that  re¬ 
bellion  is  cfFcdtually  difcouraged.  For  him, 
in  his  reaoral  charaficr,  to  do  any  thing  by 
which  it  might  appear  to  the  intelligent  crea¬ 
tion  that  he  did  not  hate  iniquity  and  love 
rigditeoiifnefs  to  an  infinite  degree,  would  be  an 
injury  to  the  public  good,  the  glory  of  the  u- 
niverfe.  We  may  fairly  conclude,  therefore, 
that  he  will  take  the  wifeft  and  beft  poflible 
mcafures  to  convince  the  intelleftual  fyftem, 
that  none  can  infult  his  government,  oppofe 
bis  authority,  or  trample  under  foot  his  laws, 
with  impunity.  As  the  fovereign  Lord  of  na¬ 
ture,  he  is  the  revenger  of  evil  ;  and  his  cle¬ 
mency  can  never  be  exercifed,  in  any  cafe 
whatever,  in  a  manner  which  is  incompatible 
with  the  rights  of  juftice.  But  when  his  law, 

which  is  holy,  juft  and  good,  is  magnified,  and 
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made  honourable  ;  when  the  awful  dignity  of 
his  government  is  fully  vindicated;  when  the 
infinite  glories  of  his  charaftcr  are  moft  fignai- 
ly  difplayed^  and  his  facred  authority  openly 
manifefted^  then  fm  is  expiated,  a  pardon  may 
be  extended,  and  a  holy  God  left  at  liberty  to 
fave  and  bids.  By  the  blood  of  a  crucified  Sa¬ 
viour,  the  law,  charafter,  perfedion,  govern¬ 
ment  and  authority  of  the  Deity  are  all  vindi¬ 
cated  and  honoured  ;  and  conleqnently  fin  is 
expiated.  All  is  done  that  was  requifite  to 
be  done  in  order  for  mercy  divine  to  flow  down 
upon  a  guilty  world.  When  John  the  fore¬ 
runner  of  Chrift  faw  him,  he  fpeaks  of  him 
as  the  expiation  of  fin  in  the  following  manner, 
pointing  his  difciples  to  him :  The''  next  day^ 
John  feeth  Jefus  coming  unto  him^  and  faiths  Behold 
the  Lamb  of  God,  which  taketh  away  the  fin  of  the 
ivorld.  How  did  he  take  it  away?  Not  by  ex¬ 
pelling  it  from  the  fyltem ;  for  we  ftill  behold 
its  ravages  in  the  moral  world.  Not  by 
changing  its  nature ;  for  its  nature  is  alw^ays 
the  fame  ;  and  its  inherent  turpitude  can  ne¬ 
ver  be  diminiflied,  and  our  Lord^^s  fufFerings, 
manifold  and  exquifite,  as  they  were,  altered 
not  the  nature  of  things ;  but  he  took  away  the 
fin  of  the  world  by  making  an  atonement,  or  do¬ 
ing  what  laid  a  fufficient  foundation  for  God, 
in  the  chara6ter  of  the  righteous  Lord  of  hea¬ 
ven  and  earth,  to  extend  pardon,  peace  and 
falvation,  in  a  manner  compatible  with  the 
facred  claims  of  juftice,  to  all  penitents ;  or, 
in  the  language  of  infpiration,  that  God  might 
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beju/l.  and  yet  the  jujlifler  of  him  that  belitv^ 
eth  in  Jefus.  The  Redeemer  of  man  died  and 
luffered  what  was  neceflary  to  be  done  and 
fufFered,  in  order  that  repentance' and  remifli-- 
on  of  fins  might  be  confiftently  preached  to  all 
nations,  and  offered  to  all  finners.  He  left 
no  part  of  the  work,  which  was  affigned  him, 
undone.  He  completely  performed  the  will 
of  the  Father.  He  did  not  fail  in  one  fingle 
point.  Accordingly,  he  fays,  in  his  tender  and 
pathetic  addrefs  to  the  Father  ;  I  have  glorified 
thee  on  earth  :  I  have  finijhed  the  work  which  thou 
gaveji  me  to  do.  And  when  we  go  forward,  and 
view  the  aftonifhing  fcene  of  his  crucifixion, 
which  caufed  the  fun  in  the  firmament  to  hide 
his  face,  and  all  nature  to  utter  a  groan,  wc 
find  that  he  did  not  expire,  till  he  could  fay. 
It  is  finished.  The  will  of  God  was  fin¬ 
ished  ;  the  falvation  of  man  was  finished; 
the  jewifli  difpenfation  of  rites  and  forms  was^ 
TiNisHED.  All  was  finished  that  was  in  the 
eternal  counfels  of  the  parent  of  men  and  an¬ 
gels  to  be  done,  in  regard  to  the  way  of  life 
for  loft  men,  dead  in  trefpaffes  and  fins.  All 
was  firiiflied  which  the  Saviour  had  undertaken 
to  perform. 

How  full  is  the  fcripture  of  this  idea,  that 
Jefus  Chrift  has  made  an  atonement  for  human 
guilt  The  few  following  palfages  will  be  par¬ 
ticularly  cited,  out  of  many  more  that  might  be 
adduced  with  equal  propriety.  But  if  we  walk 
m  the  lights  as  he  is  in  the  light y  ive  have  felloivjhip 
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OYLB  with  dUotheVy  ci7id  the  blood  of  Refits  Ch  l  ijihui 
Son  cleanfetb  us  from  allfui.  It  has  a  purifying 
and  cleanfing  power.  It  waflies  away  the  deep- 
eft  ftain  of  guilt;  cleanfetbusfrom  atlfuu  A- 
gain^  be  is  the  propiticitwn  fot  out  fiiiSy  citid  not  for 
ours  only y  hut  olfo  for  the  fins  cf  the  whole  OjOi  Id , 
His  propitiation  is  infinitely  full.  It  has  aful- 
ficiency  of  merit  for  the  pardon  of  all  fin,  and 
bears  tke  fame  afpeft  on  the  fins  of  all,  without 
any  exception.  W^e  may  not  limit  the  merits 
of  the  precious  blood  of  the  Son  of  God.  Un^ 
to  him  that  loved  usy  and  ivafied  us  from  our  Jins 
in  his  own  bloody  and  hath  made  us  kings  and  priefls 
unto  God  and  his  Father y  to  him  be  glory  and  do¬ 
minion  forever  and  ever,  We  are  told,  that  he 
tailed  death  for  every  man  ;  that  is,  he  has,  by  his 
lulferings  and  death,  procured  pardon  and 
peace  for  every  one  without  exception,  who 
will  comply  with  the  terms  upon  which  pardon 
and  peace  are  offered.  Thelc  terms  are  faith 
and  repentance.  The  gofpel  points  out  a  way 
for  all,  and  offers  mercy  to  all  v/ho  will  accept. 
No  one  is  excluded.  An  honorable  door  of 
falvation  is  opened  to  all.  And  none  who  are 
difpofed  to  enter,  will  be  excluded.  kFe fee  Je- 

fuSy  who  was  made  a  little  lower  than  the  angels ,  for 
'  thefuffering  of  death  crowned  with  glory  and  honor  y 
that  he  by  the  grace  cf  God  J])Oiild  tafle  death for  c- 
very  man.  In  thefe  v/ords  we  find  no  limita¬ 
tion  or  exception.  ThiC  gates  of  the  celelluil 
paradifc  will  be  barred  againft  none,  on  account 
of  a  deficiency  of  merit  in  him,  who  ftained  the 
crofs  on  mount  Calvary  with  his  blood,  to  pro* 
Vor.  IV,  Uu 
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ol  leadinefs  on  the  part  of  Deity  or  of  mprif 

on  the  part  ofthe  Redeemer.  Man  alone  if 

e  ponill,  n.„«  b™  .fuLo 

Ins  own  deftruaion.  God  has  an  ear  to 

heai ,  and  an  arm  to  fave.  Jefus  Chrift  has  an 

^nnnite  ful„efs  of  merit.  The  true  reafon 

wiy  hnners  mils  of  falvation  is  affigned  in 


■1  ne  apoftle  to  the  Hebrews  declares  that 

ZZTlZr^  jewifl.  facrifices  av" 

Jr  M  ^  /  ''''  confcience. 

{ f  goats,  and  the  ajhes  of  an 

^^^^ch  more  Shall  the  bLd 

f  f  oho  through  the  eternal  Spirit  offered 

Minfelf  without  [pot  unto  God,  purge  your  con¬ 
science,  from  dead  ivorks  to  ferve  the  living  God. 

true  of 

e  happinefs,  m  oppofition  to  all  the  fdfe 

fthen,,,  ,  f  Me 

ahuck  ont  ior  themfelves.  The  firft  0,,^ 
Jeflre  of  nntnrc  i.  after  happinrfs 

objea  The  high  and  low  ranks  of  life  equal¬ 
ly  leek  It,  though  m  different  ways  The 
young  and  old  are  ardent  in  their  enquiries  af- 
rei  It.  1  he  learned  and  unlearned  are  refc- 
lesily  engaged  in  the  fearch. 
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But  it  is  a  vefle^tjon  that  forces  itfelf  upon 
the  contemplative  mind,  when  furveying  the 
human  race  in  general,  looking  back  on  the 
pall  ages  of  the  world,  and  among  the  various 
nations  that  people  the  globe,  that  the  moft 
have  been  unluccefsful  in  their  endeavours  al¬ 
ter  the  attainment  of  the  wilhed-for  object. 
They  have  erred  wide  from  the  mark  Wif- 
dom  here  failed.  The  higheft  philofophy  of 
the  wifeft  heathen  was  here  confounded,  and 
had  innumerable  falfe  notions  of  happinefs,  but 
none  the  true.  It  would  be  no  fmall  labor  e- 
ven  to  enumerate  their  widely  differino-  and 
contradiftory  notions  of  the  Chief  good.*^  And 
It  would  give  us  pain,  as  it  would  be  a  full 
proof  of  the  weaknefs  of  human  reafon, 

human  purfuits.  7'he 

« the 

wifi  ?  JVhere  is  thefcribe  ?  where  is  the  difputer  of 

this  world?  Hath  not  God  made  fool fi  tbewifdom 

of  this  world  ?  For  after  that  in  the  wifdotn  of  God 
the  world  by  wtfdom  knew  not  God,  it  pleafed  God 

by  tbefocmnefi  of  treading  iofale  ft 

heve.  For  the  Jews  require  aftgn,  and  the  Greeks 
feek  after  wifdom.  But  we  preach  Chrifl  crucified 
unto  the  Jews  ajlumbling-block,  and  unto  the  Greeks 
foolfinefs  ;  but  unto  them  which  are  called  both 

At  of  GoifJt 

MdomofGod  He  is  then  the  oniy  f 

tree  happinefs,  of  fpiritnal  wifclon,.^  It  ^  „„ 

where  elle  to  be  found.  But  where  (ImII  imCd 

r  and  rdere  is  a,  Ze  ff  ldtltt 

-adfoundentbeUnd  oftbelMng. 


.  V 
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falih,  It  is  not  in  me :  yind  the  fea  faHh^  It  is  not 
in  me.  It  cannot  be  gotten  for  gold;  neither  JJoall 
jUver  beiveighed  for  the  price  thereof.  It  cannot 
be  valued  with  the  gold  of  Ophij%  with  the  preciom 
onyx  orfapphire.  The  gold  and  the  cryftal  cannox 
eniial  it ;  and  the  exchange  of  it  Jhall  not  be  for  jew- 
els  of  fine  gold.  No  mention  foall  be  made  of  co¬ 

ral  or  of  pearls  :  For  the  price  of  wifdom  is  ahovt 
rubies.  The  Topaz  of  Ethiopia  Jhall  not  equal  it 
neither  Jhall  it  he  valued  with  pure  gold,  JP'henci 
then  conietb  wifdom  ?  and  where  is  the  place  of  un- 
derjlanding  ?  Seeing  it  is  hid  from  the  eyes  of  al 
living,  and  kept  clojefrom  the  foivls  of  the  air  ?  Be- 
friidtion  and  death  fay.  We  have  heard  the  farm 
thereof  with  our  ears,  God  iinderfandetb  the  low 
thereof,  Cond  he  hioweth  the  place  thereof.  Th( 
way  of  true  wilclom  or  happinels  is  in  Chrift 
Of  God  he  is  made  unto  us  wifdom^  as  well  a 
rigiiteoufnefs^  fanftifxcation  and  redemption 
In  liim  is  our  happinels;  happinefs  here  an( 
hereafterj-'-in  both  worlds.  As  from  him  W' 
•  have  help^  ferength,  righteoufnefs^,  forgivenel 
and  peace  ;  lo  in  him  is  true  happinefs.  In  hin 
are  hid  all  the  treafures  of  wildom  and  knew 


ledge and  all  the  efiential  ingredients  of  felicity 
The  beauty  of  holineis  is  its  tendency  to  hap 


ds  !  and  no  relieioii  can  be  ot  any 


be  of  any  fervic 


pm  els ; 

to  man,  or  be  genuine,  or  can  claim  a  celefth 
origin,  but  what  lays  a  certain  foundation  fo 
Idcitcdneis,  but  what  tends  to  make  its  votarie 
inliercntly  g;ooch  r,nd  to  lead  them  to  the  pol 
rdhon  of  ibbllaiiiial  good,  a  permanent  blif^ 
g  Ian  kind  in  general,  and  cfpcciaily 
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ine  and  conceited  philofophers,  are  prone  to 
plfce  all  religion  in  external  rituals  m  fome- 
fhing  ^vWch  is  wholly  foreign  to  its  nature. 

Its  very  genius  is  to  make  us  virtuous  and  hap¬ 
py,  to  blefs  man  on  earth,  and  exalt  him  to 
glory  after  death.  Well  may  we  fay  then  to 
Chrii  as  the  difciple  did  in  the  days  of  his 
flelh  Lord,  to  wbomjhould  we  go?  for  thou  hajl 
the  words  of  eternal  life.  No  thing,  no  pei  on 
under  the  fun,  no  nor  the  colleaion  of  all  to- 
•gethef,  can  gWe  any  foM,  fatisfaaory  happi- 
nefs  to  any  child  of  man.  The  world  itlelf, 
the  gay,  giddy,  thoughtlefs  world  allow  this 
unawares,  while  they  acknowledge,  nay  vehe¬ 
mently  maintain,  no  mah  upon  earth  is  content¬ 
ed.  Difcontent  fills  all  the  ftatioris  of  life  from 
the  higheft  to  the  lowed.  Where  is  the  man 
who  is  contented  with  his  lot  ?  And  if  no  man 
on  earth  be  contented,  it  is  certain  no  man  is 
happy.  For  whatever  ftation  we  fill,  difcon¬ 
tent  is  incompatible  with  happinefs.  Not  only 
the  giddy,  but  the  thinking  part  of  the  world 
allow,  that  no  man  is  contented.  The  melan¬ 
choly  proof  of  which  we  fee  on  every  fide,  in 
high  and  low,  rich  and  poor.  And  generally 
the  more  any  know,  or  higher  their  minds  and 
manners  arc  polifiied,  the  greater  will  be  their 
difcontent.  “They  know  with  more  diftinaion 
to  complain,  and  have  fuperior  fenfe  in  feeling 
pain.”  It  is  true,  indeed,  every  one  has  lome 
fancied  fcheme  of  blifs,  which  pleafes  for  an 
hour  or  day  j  in  which  he  hopes  to  be  happy  , 
but  though 
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Hope  blooms  eternal  in  tb^  t. 

.  Man  never but  t  S-- 

ift  Iway"*  So  ttir  ®°"r 

our  Xu  a„U  if .  “PO™nce,  both  of 

friends,  clearly  proves  thaf  afc 

hoarts  for  hin.feif,  f„  the^  c'anno^ro  “aur*' 

«« in  him ;  that  till  we  acqaint  ourfaves  12 
hmi,  we  cannot  be  at  peace  A  “  f 

the  wifdom  of  God  feeketh  ^  of 

r  r  ^  Wildom  and  findpfin 

etb  r  °  “  ‘'“PPfro'i  in  God  feet 

_  th  happinefs,  but  findeth  it  not  AiJnn  \ 

to  be  bleifSfs 

a  ruined  world.  ^  ^  ®  bappinefs  for 


SERMON  LXXVL 


The  preceding  fubjeft  continued 


Jobn,xiy.  6. 


JESUS  faith  unto  him,  I  am  the  way,  and  the 
truth,  and  the  life:  No  man  cometb  unto  tbs 
FATHER  but  by  me. 

IN  difcourfing  upon  thefe  words,  what  was 
propofed,  in  dependance  on  divine  help,  was 
to  Ihew  how  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  way,  and  the 
truth  and  the  life.  And  then  point  out  the 
impoffibilty  of  obtaining  acceptance  with  God 
but  by  him.  We  have  already  attempted  to 
fliow  in  what  refpeftshe  is  the  way,  lam, 
fays  he,  the  way. 

II.  We  proceed  to  conlider  in  what  refpe6ls  he 
is  the  truth,  and  the  life,  the  other  two 
points  included  under  the  firft  divifion  of  the 
fubjea. 

He  is  the  tvuth,  in  oppolition  to  the  types 
and  ftadows  of  the  jewilh  difpenlation ;  in  op¬ 
polition  to  all  falfe  doctrines  and  religions  j  and 

as  he  revealed  the  only  true  fyftem  of  Vaith 
and  praflice. 


I.  He  is  THE  TRUTH,  in  oppolition  to  the 


>  •  i 
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types  and  fliadows  of  the  jewifh  difpenfation* 
That  difpenfation,  in  its  very  ftrufture,  was 
wholly  typical.  Upon  the  very  face  of  it  was 
written^  in  charafters  legible  to  every  difcern- 
ing  eye,  imperfection.  Its  frame  was  only 
temporary,  not  defigned  either  for  a  perpetu¬ 
al  duration,  or  an  univerfal  exteniion.  It  was, 
indeed,  wifely  contrived  by  its  Author,  the 
true  God,  who  never  does  any  thing  in  vain, 
to  effect  the  purpofes  he  had  in  view,  to  pre¬ 
pare  the  way  for,  and  to  introduce  in  due  fea- 
fon,  a  more  complete  and  full  manifcftation  of 
his  infinite  love  and  rich  grace.  One  peculiar 
nation  was  to  be  called  out,  and  diftinguifhed 
from  all  the  reft  of  the  world.  They  were 
hedged  and  fenced  in  by  a  fyftem  of  laws  and 
ordinances,  both  civil  and  facred,  which  would 
always  keep  them  a  diftinCt  people  from  the 
reft  of  mankind;  and  by  them  was  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  true  God  and  his  worfliip  to  be  com- 
inunicated  to  other  nations,  at  different  times. 
Abraham  the  fon  ofTerah,  who  lived  at  Ur,  a 
city  in  Chaldea,  was  the  perfon  upon  whom  the 
divine  wifdom  fixed  to  be  the  head  and  founder 
of  this  favourite  nation.  Accordingly,  in  the 
feventy  filth  year  of  his  age,  and  in  the  year 
of  the  world  two  thoufand  twenty  and  two, 
God  appeared  to  him,  and  commanded  him  to 
leave  his  country,  and  his  kindred,  and  his 
father^s  houfe,  and  prepare  to  go  into  the  land 
which  God  fhould  fliow  him  ;  at  the  fame  time 
promifing  to  make  him  a  great  nation,  tp  blefs 
him,  and  to  make  his  name  great ;  and  more- 
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over,  that  in  him  all  the  families  of  the  earth 
flionld  be  blelTed,  that  is,  from  him  the  Meliiait 
fiiould  defcend.  After  the  lapfe  of  many  years, 
at  the  time  appointed  in  the  decrees  of  the  fu- 
preme  Being,  ^fofes  is  railed  up  to  be  the  lead- 
er  of  the  opprelfed  Ilraelites  from  Egyptian 
bondage,  and  made  the  inftruraent  of  revealing 
to  them  the  fyftemoftheir  laws  and  ordinances, 
civil  and  facred.  Hence  the  jewilh  dilpenfati- 
on  is  frequently  called  the  Molaic  ceconomy. 
This  was  well  fitted  to  accomplifli  ail  its  own 
purpofes.  All  its  fyftem  looked  forward  to  the 
Melliah.  He  is  the  fubftance  of  the  antient 
types  and  fiiadows  of  the  legal  difpenfation. 
All  the  offerings,  facrifices,  purifications,Wafii- 
ings  and  other  ceremonies  under  the  law,  were 
only  to  prepare  the  way  for  our  Saviour  to 
come  in  the  flefh ;  to  introduce  the  Chriftian 
difpenfation  ;  and  to  prefigure  the  gofpel. 
Chrift  is  the  fubftance,  they  were  the  fhadow. 
H  c  is  the  truth,  they  were  only  types.  For 
the  law  having  only  a fhadow  of  good  things  to  come^ 
and  not  the  very  image  of  the  things^  can  never, with 
thofe  facrifices  which  they  offered  year  by  year  con- 
tinually,  make  the  comers  thereunto  perfect.  For 
then  would  they  not  have  ceafed  to  be  offered?  becaufe 
fiat  the  worjbippers  once  purged  fiould  have  had 
(10  more  confcience  of  Jin,  But  in  thofe  facrifices 

there  is  a  remembrance  again  made  of  fin  every  year. 
For  it  is  not  pqffible  that  the  blood  of  bulls  and 
goats  Jbould  take  away  fins.  Therefore,  when  he 
cometp  into  the  world, he  faith, Sacrifice  and  offering 
tbou  wouldft  not ;  but  a  body  hajl  thou  prepared  ms, 
VoL,  IV,  Xx 
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In  burnt  offerings  and  farrifices  for  fin  thou  baf  had 
nopleafure.  Then  faid  /,  Lo,  I  come{in  the  vo¬ 
lume  of  the  hook  it  is  written  of  me)  to  do  thy  will, 
O  God.  Above  when  he  faid.  Sacrifice  and  offerings 
and  burnt  opringsforfin  thou  wouldfi  not,  neither 
hadjl  pleafure  therein,  which  are  offered  by  the  law. 
Then  faid  be,  Lo,  I  come  to  do  thy  wilt,  O  God  ■ 
he  taketh  away  //jc  first  that  he  may  ejiabl  f,:)  the 
SECOND.  Thus  it  appears  that  the  legal  was 
wholly  iuperreded  by  the  Chriftian  difpenfation; 
and  that  J efus  Chrift  is  the  truth,  in  oppofition 
to,  and  diftindticn  from,  all^the  types  and  iha- 
dows  of  the  Mofaic  fyftem. 

2  He  is  the  truth,  in  oppofition  to  all  falfe 
doftrines  and  religions.  He  ftiles  himfelf  the 
true  and  faithful  witnefs.  The  law  was  by 
MofeS,  but  grace  and  truth  came  byJefus  Chrift. 
And  unto  the  angel  of  the  church  ofLaodicea, 
w'rite  thefe  things,  faith  the  Amen,  the  true 
and  faithful  witnefs,  the  beginning  of  the  crea¬ 
tion  of  God.  He  was  the  faithful  witnefs  for 
God,  and  to  man.  John  his  harbinger  teftified 
of  him,  under  the  metaphor  of  the  true  light. 
That  was  the  true  light,  which  lighteth  every 
man  that  cometh  into  the  world.  The  true 
light  in  the  moral  world,  in  diftindtion  from  all 
falfe  lights  and  impoftors,  which  have,  in  vari- 
ous  ages  and  countrifes,  rifen  up  and  deceived 
many,  to  the  dilgrace  of  human  nature  and  re¬ 
proach  of  religion. 

He  is  the  truth,  in  oppofition  to  all  error, 
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delufion,  61le  religions,  andfalfe  "’»■!«  “f'™"' 
fhio  and  idolatries  among  mankind.  All  idols 

and  idolatries  are  called  in  Icnpture  van¬ 
ity  and  a  lie.  But  Jefus  of  Nazareth  is  the 

truth. 

Error  and  impofturc,in  all  ages,  have  over- 
fpread  the  world,  and  obftruaed  human  liberty 
and  human  happinefs,as  dark  and  gloomy  clouds 
overcafting  the  Iky,  fhut  out  the  plealant  and 
cheering  beams  of  the  natural  lun,  the  paren 
of  the  light  and  palace  of  day.  How  many 
falfe  religions  have  there  been  .?  and  how  much 

fuperftition  blended  with  truth  !  painful  fight 
to  the  eye  of  benevolence,  and  the  loathing  or 
rational  philofophy !  What  daring  irapoftors, 
in  one  age  and  another,  have  arifen  to  lead  a- 
way  the  unwary  and  ignorant,  and  to  eftabliHr 
themfelves  in  power  and  riches!  Nay,  how 
many  in  the  Chriftian  world  have  pretended  to 
extraordinary  light  and  communications  with 
the  invifible  world,  to  vilions  and  impulfes ;  and 
fay,  lo  !  here  ;  and  lo,  there  is  truth!  In  dif- 
tinftion,  therefore,  from  all  error  and  impof- 
ture,  falfe  modes  of  worlhip,  idolatry  and  iu- 
perftition,  is  our  Saviour  the  truth. 

And  as  he  was  the  the  true  wituels  of  thef  a- 
ther,  fo  he  always  declared  his  mind  and  will 
plainly  and  clearly,  without  difgmfe  or  fraud¬ 
ful  defigns.  He  alwaysfpoke  the  truth.  He 
always  adled  according  to  tlie  truth.  He  ne- 
'  ver,  in  his  fermons  and  inili  u61ions,  counfels, 
warnings  and  doHrines,  departed  fioni  the 
ruth.— And  further. 


A’  ‘  *  V'* 
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tv„e  revealed  the  only 

t.ue  lyaem  ot  laitl.  and  praflice.  He  receif 

*o;a,  ^y  ,  “■■  of  ^“Vrtv": 

n^ve  betrayed  unfaithfulnefs.  It  was  his  meat 
and  drm..  to  do  his  Father  s  will,  to  which  he 
was  ail  attention  and  obedience.  The  doftrines 
wnich  he  taught  were  precifely  what  God 

^^vouid  hclVS  rCVPTlprl  'T'J  J 

he  iofiitnf.  1  .  ordinances  which 

ac  i.Fntu  ed  were  exac^ily  what  he  was  order 

Od  oo  ellao  ,fl,.  The  n.odes  of  worftip  wMeh 

I>c  enjoined  were,  not  only  fuch  as  reafon  apnro 

oahcs,  but  iuch  as  he  was  authorifed  to  appoint 

will  of 

received  IFn'  ™'  he  that 

fl'  .  ,  F  receiveth  the  Father  that 

ent  him.  Whofoever  denieth  thf>  Q 

th=^  fa„.c  hath  not  tho  Pot""  Ever,  d"' 

p-irtiirc,  confeqaeiitly,  either  from  his^doc- 

tnnes  or  ordinances,  or  way  of  worOiip  is  a 

at,  the  uorld,  among  other  important  obie<5ts^ 
wa.s  tobe  alight  to  it;  to  teach  the  way  of  life 
m  tiuth  .-to  call  mankind  off  from  all  idols 
and  idof-worhnp,  and  to  bring  them  back  to 
Goth  and  duty,  from  which  they  had  widely 
trayed  ;  to  reftore  the  worfeip  of  the  one  on- 

y  ivmg  and  true  God.  Long  had  the  world 
)een  buried  m  idolatry  and  ignorance,  in  dark- 
ne,s  and  iuperfrition.  They  were,  loft  in  a 

V  *V^*'*r were  wandering  in 

‘  I'l.dcrncfs  ot  dclufion  and  falfe  religions. 


PERKINS. 


349 


He  came  therefore  as  a  light  to  lighten  the 
Gentiles  and  the  glory  of  the  people  of  Ifrael ; 
to  give  knowledge  of  falvation  unto  his  people 
by  the  reiniffion  of  their  lirs  through  the  ten¬ 
der  mercy  of  our  God ;  whereby  the  day-fpring 
from  on  high  hath  vilited  us  ;  to  give  light  to 
them  that  lit  in  darknefs  and  in  the  fliadow  of 
death  ;  to  guide  our  feet  into  the  way  of  peace. 
He  came  to  proclaim  peace  on  earth,  good  will 
to  men,  and  glory  to  God  in  the  higheft ;  to  re¬ 
veal  the  whole  counfel  of  heaven,  the  mind  and 
will  of  theDeity ;  to  tell  us  what  to  believe  and 
how  to  live.  His  religion  may  be  thus  con- 
cilely  chara6lerifed,  the  fcience  of  truth  and 
duty ;  the  art  of  living  virtuouflv  in  time,  and 
happy  in  eternity.  He  is  the  only  infallible 
guide.  Under  his  teachings  we  need  not  fear 
delulion.  In  his  fchool  is  the  fublimelt  philo- 
fophy  ;  in  his  life  is  feen  the  ftveetell  philan¬ 
thropy;  from  his  gofpel  arifes  the  .purell  joy. 
No  other  guide  is  perfeftly  fafe,  becaufe  liable 
to  err,  if  liable  to  err,  of  courle  liable  to  be¬ 
wilder  and  millead  us.  No  man  or  body  of 
men,  however  pious  and  learned,  can  be  an  in¬ 
fallible  guide  to  fouls  beclouded  with  darknefs, 
and  ftraying  in  the  paths  of  folly  and  error. 
Alas !  poor  blinded  man,  corrupted  by  paffions, 
feduced  by  intereft,  loving  to  wander !  In  a  Re*, 
deemer  mayeft  thou,  O  wretched  man,  im¬ 
plicitly  confide.  Look  to  him,  there,  in  that 
blelfed  teacher  come  from  God,  is  no  error  •  no 
lalfe  doctrine ;  no  ufelefs  ceremonies.  With 
him  thou  needed;  not  fear  impofition.  He  is  the 
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only  fafe  and  infallible  guide  to  felicity.  He 
has  unequivocally  told  thee,  what  to  believe 
and  how  to  live,  and  revealed  the  only  true  fyf- 
tem  of  faith  and  pi'aftice. 

There  remains  but  one  particular  more  to  be 
elucidated,  under  this  head  of  difcourfe,  and 
that  is,  to  enquire  in  what  refpe6t  Jefus  Chrift 
is  the  Life.  We  have  feen  how  he  is  the  way, 
and  the  truth.  We  are  now  to  enquire  how 
he  is  the  iViQ.Jefiis  faith  unto  him,  I  am  the  Way, 
and  the  Truth,  and  the  Life.  . 

And  he  may,  in  a  remote  though  proper 
fenfe,  be  denominated  the  life,  as  he  has  life  in 
himfelf,  and  imparts  to  all  the  living.  As  God, 
clothed  with  all  the  divine  attributes,  he  has 
life  in  and  of  himfelf.  For  as  the  Father  hath 
life  in  himfelf,  fo  hath  he  given  to  the  Son  to  have 
Ife  in  himfelf.  He  inhabits  eternity  ;  is  the 
King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords ;  dwelleth  in 
light  unapproachable  and  full  of  glory.  As  he 
is  God,  we  received  from  him  our  natural  life, 
rational  exittence,  with  all  its  variety  of  rich 
blellings.  In  him  we  live  and  move.  He 
gives  to  all  life,  and  breath,  and  being,  and  all 
things.  His  omnipotent  arnVllretched  out  the 
heavens  over  our  heads,  as  a  curtain ,  eltab- 
liflied  the  earth ;  fixed  the  lun  in  the  firma¬ 
ment;  bid  the  moon  to  fliine ;  and  fpread  a- 
round,  in  gay  profufion,  the  beauties  of  nature. 
Is  not  this  ah  orthodox  creed  }  Is  it  placing 
our  B.ecleemer  on  an  eminence  too  lofty  and 
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magnificent  ?  What  faith  the  fcripture,  the  on¬ 
ly  rule  of  faith  and  pra6tice  with  rational  Chrif- 
tians  !  Thus  we  read ;  In  the  beginning  was  the 
word,&  the  word  was  with  God,& the  word  was  God. 
The fame  was  in  the  beginning  with  God.  All  things 
were  made  byhim ;  and  without  him  was  not  anything 
made  that  was  made.  In  him  was  life.,  and  the  life 
was  the  light  of  men. 

He  has  life  therefore  in  himfelf  originally 
and  independently ;  and  gives  to  all  life  and 
breath,  and  being,  and  all  things,  and  of  courfe 
may  fitly  be  called  life,  j 

In  a  ftill  higher  and  more  e^talted  fenfe  is  he 
the  life,  as  he  purchafed  by  his  atoning  blood, 
and  beftows  by  his  purifying  grace,  fpiritual 
life.  The  natural  life  which  we  enjoy  is  deri¬ 
ved  from  him  as  God;  and  the  life  of  grace 
which  believers  have  is  immediately  from  his 
Spirit.  For  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  dwells  in  all  be¬ 
lievers.  He  is  then  the  believer’s  life  in  a  di¬ 
rect  and  glorious  fenfe.  He  lives  in  them  by 
his  grace  and  Spirit ;  not  only  procures  for 
them  the  bleffing  of  a  rational  exiftence,  but  the 
farfuperior  bleffing  of  fpiritual  life.  lam  cruci¬ 
fied  with  Chrijl,  may  every  believer  fay,  after 
the  example  of  the  apoftle,  and  in  the  fame 
fenfe  precifely ;  neverthclefs  I  live ;  yet  not  I,  but 
Chrift  liveth  in  me  ;  and  the  life  that  I  now  live  in 
the  ftejh,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God. 
who  loved  me,  and  gave  himfelf  for  mg,  Jefus 
Chrift  is  therefore  moft  eminently  tiie  believ, 
er’slife.  He  is  the  fountain  of  it:  It  flows 
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fiom  him:  It  is  maintained  by  him,  as  the 
blanches  are  maintained  by  the  nutritive  juice 
ot  the  vine;  For,  according  to  his  own  beautiful 
limile,  he  is  the  vine,  and  believers  the  branch' 
es.  It  is  increafed  by  him:  For  wherever  a 
good  work  of  grace  is  begun,  it  will  not  be  left 
but  be  carried  on  from  one  degree  to  another^ 
till  it  reach  perfebtion.  And  when  death  ar* 
rives  in  all  its  awful  glooms  andfolemn  lhades, 
it  will  be  confummated  by  him  in  life  eternal, 
if  VC  then  be  rifen  with  Chrifl  (this  is  the  very  rea- 
foningofSt.  Paul)  feek  thofe  thmgs  which  are  a- 
bove,  where  Chritl  fitteth  on  the  right  hand  of  God. 
Set  your  affection  on  things  above,  noton  things  on 
the  earth.  Foryeaie  dead,  and  your  life  is  hid 
with  Chrijl  in  God.  When  Chrift  who  is  our  hfe 
PmU  appear,  then  Jloall  ye  alfo  appear  with  him  in 
glory.  He,  in  brief,  is  the  believer’s  life  in  re¬ 
generation,  in  j unification,  in  progrellive  fanc- 
tification,  and  in  glorification.  By  his  dying 
merits  he  bought  life  for  believers.  By  his' 
living  example  he  marked  out  the  path  of  life. 
By  his  righteoufnels  he  intitles  them  to  ever- 
lafiing  life.  By  his  Spirit  he  nouriflies  up  the 
life  of  faith.  And,  as  the  final  Judge,  he  will 
fay  unto  them.  Come  ye  blelled  of  my  Father, 
inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world.  Further, 

He  may  be  denominated  with  great  propri 
ety  the  life,  as  after  the  wattes  and  glooms 
of  death  he  will  raife  all  to  life  again.  It  is 
appointed  for  all  men  once  to  die.  The  debt 
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of  nature  muft  be  paid.  The  decree  is  palt, 
the  dreadful  fentence  hath  gone  forth,  w 
and  untodiifl  we  mnjl  return :  And  Oh,  liow 
often  is  it  fulfilled  before  our  eyes!  Man,  pvoor 
frail  man,  goeth  to  his  long  home,  and  llie 
mourners  go  about  the  ftreets.  Around  us 
we  every  where  behold  a  bufy  multitude  :  Reft- 
lefs  and  uneafy  in  their  prefent  fituation,  they 
are  inceflantly  employed  in  accomplilliing  a 
change  of  it ;  and,  as  loon  as  their  wilh  is  liil” 
filled,  we  difeern  by  their  behaviour  that  they 
are  as  difiatisfied  as  they  were  before.  When 
they  expected  to  have  found  a  paradife,  they 
find  a  defart.  And  after  all  the  vain  thow  of 
life  has  palfed,  death  clofes  the  awful  feene. 
There  is  not  only  no  diftinftion  in,  but  no  ex¬ 
emption  from,  the  grave.  There  mingle  per- 
fons  of  every  age  and  character,  of  every  rank 
and  condition  in  life,  the  young  and  the  old, 
the  poor  and  the  rich,  the  gay  apd  tlie  grave, 
the  renowned  and  the  iQ;norant.  The  fmilino' 
infant,  the  blooming  youth,  awl  the  hoary  head 
muft  all  do  homage  to  the  king  of  terrors.  Our 
friends  who  have  gone  before  us  to  the  folitary 
manfions  of  the  dead,  walked  about  in  their 
day  as  we  do  now  on  the  earth,  enjoyed  their 
friends,  beheld  the  light  of  the  fun,  and  were 
forming  elefigns  of  future  days. —But  now  to 
them  all  is  finally  clofed.  To  them  no  moie 
faail  the  feafons  return,  or  the  lunarile.  Ko 
more  fiiall  thev  hear  the  voice  of  mirth,  or  be- 
Imld  the  face  of  man.  They  are  fvvept  from 
t'ue  world,  as  thoup'h  they  had  never  been. 
Von.  IV.  Yy 
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They  are  carried  away  with  a  flood ;  the  wind  has 
paffed  over  thefti^  and  they  are  Pone.  WJiat  defn 
lations  has  death  made  of  the  human  race  i 
How  are  all  paft  generations  gathered  into  one 
ioneiy  abode  !  Muit  not  our  hearts  be  deeply 
alFebled  with  this  awful  lot  of  man  !  But  when 
■we  open  the  inlpired  volume,'  another  world 
difcloles  itleif  to  viewj  our  faith  finds  a  refur- 
reaion  there;  we  are  taught  that  this  is  notour 
final  Hate;  and  that  at  the  end  of  the  world,  when 
the  heavens  lhall  pals  away  with  a  great  noife, 
and  the  elements  melt  with  fervent  heat,  man 
lhall  come  forth  from  the  chambers  of  putrifac- 
tion  and  dull:.  The  w'hole  human  race,  both 
/  the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  lliall,  the  fecond 
time,  have  life  from  the  Son  of  Man.  For  the 
Lord  himfelf  lhall  defcend  from  heaven  with  a 
Ihout,  with  the  voice  of  the  Archangel,  and  with 
the  trump  of  God;  and  the  dead  in  Chrift  lliall 
rile  firlt.  Behold  hecometh  with  clouds;  and 
every  eye  lliall  fee  him,  and  they  alfo  which 
peirced  him;  and  all  kindreds  of  the  earth  lhall 
A/ail  becaufe  of  nim.  Xhe  bending  heavens 
and  burning  world  will  proclaim  his  advent. 
And  his  almighty  voice  lliall  found  through  all 
the  regions  of  the  dead,  and  the  countlefs  mil¬ 
lions  of  the  human  race  lliall  ftart  into  life,  but 
for  purpofes  infinitely  diverfe.  Marvel  not  at 
this ,  for  the  hour  is  coining,  in  the  which  all  that 
arc  in  their  graves flmll  hear  his  voice,  and  [ball  come 
forto  ;  they  that  have  done  good,  to  the  refiirreSlion 
of  life  ;  and  they  that  have  done  evil,  to  the  rcfiirrec- 
iion  of  damnation.  The  fca  lhall  give  up  the 
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dead  which  are  in  it:  And  death  and  hell  fliall 
deliver  up  the  dead  which  are  in  them.  Again, 
Jefus  faith  vnto  her,,  I  am  the  refurreclion  and  the 
life.  That  all  mankind  fliall  have  a  refurrec- 
tion  from  the  dead  is  moft  evident  from  the 
following  paffiiges  of  inlpired  truth  :  But  now  is 
Chrifl  rifen,  and  become  the  firjl-friiits  of  them  that 
Jlept.  For  fnce  by  man  cam>  death,  by  man  alfo 
came  the  refurreSlion  of  the  dead.  For  as  in  Adam 
all  die,  even  fo  in  Chrijl Jhall  all  he  made  alive.  And 
futher  on  ;  So  it  is  written,  Thefirfl  man  Adam  was 
made  a  living  foul,  the  laft  Adam  was  made  a  quick¬ 
ening  fpirit.  Howbeit  that  zvas  not  fitf  zvhich  is 
fpiritual,  but  that  which  is  natural,  and  afterwards 
that  which  is  fpiritual.  Thefr/l  man  is  of  the  earth, 

earthy  ;  the  fecond  inan  is  the  Lord  from  heaven . 
As  is  the  earthy,  fuch  are  they  alfo  that  are  earthy  ; 
and  as  is  the  heavenly,  filch  are  they  alfo  that  are 
heavenly.  Noiv  this  I  fay,  brethren,  that flejh  and 
blood  cannot  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God ;  neither 
doth  corruption  inherit  incorruption.  Behold,  1 
Jhew  you  a  my/iery :  we  Jball  not  all  feep,  but  zve 
JJjall  all  be  changed,  in  a  moment,  in  the  twinkling 
of  an  eye,  at  the  lajl  trump,  (for  the  trurnpei  fiall 
found )  and  the  dead  fhall  be  raifed  incorruptible , 
and  we  Jball  be  changed.  For  this  carruptible  mufi 

put  on  incorruption,  and  this  mortal  mujl  put  on 
immortality.  So  when  this  corruption  jhall  have 
put  on  incorruption,  and  this  mortal  f jail  have  put 
on  immortality ,  then  fjall  be  brought  to  pafs  the 
faying  that  is  written.  Death  is  fwallozved  up  in  vic¬ 
tory.  O  death,  where  is  thy  fling  !  O  grave,  where 
is  thy  victory  !  Becaufe  our  Saviour  will  raiie  all 
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the  human  race  from  the  dead,  he  is  faid  to  be 
the  plague  of  death  and  deftriRtion  of  the  grave. 
1  he  calling  up  the  body  from  its  ruins  in  death 
IS  an  artmie  no  where  to  be  found  in  nature's 
creed.  The  molt  enlightened  in  the  pagan 
world  did  not  even  think  of  or  hope  for  it. 
Wlien  the  body  was  depofited  in  the  dull,  they 
bid  a  final  and  ett^nal  farewel  to  it.  The 
Chiiitian  religion  alone  enables  us  to  look 
t  hiougn  tne  waftes  and  glooms  of  death,  wdth 
file  plealing  hopes  of  a  refurredtion  of  the  bo- 
dy  ,  ana  it  will  be  railed  in  fuch  a  manner  too, 
•'IS  to  be  not  only  a  fit  and  commodious,  but 
iplendid  manfinn  for  the  refidence  of  the  im¬ 
mortal  ioul.  So  alfo  is  the  refurrcciicn  of  the  dead. 
It  isfoi.i'st  in  corruption j  it  israifed  in  incoiTUption  : 
It  is /own  in  difJjonor,  it  is  raifed  in  glory  :  It  is 
foivn  in  zveaknefs,  it  is  raifed  in  power :  It  is  fovon 
a  natural  body,  it  is  raifed  a  fpintiial  body. 

Again^  Jefus  Chrill:  may  fitly  be  called  ihe^ 
life,  as  he  gave  his  life  a  rarrfom  for  all.  He 
laid  down  his  life  for  the  children  of  men.  He 
became  obedient  unto  death^,  even  the  death  of 
the  crofs.  He  condefeended  to  take  upon  him 
our  natiu’e,  to  live  in  oblcurity^,  to  undergo  pov- 
tv.  flianie  and  reproaclgand  to  expire  in  ago¬ 
nies  lor  us.  Man  had  finned_,  had  forfeited  life 
and  the  favour  of  God,  became  expofed  to  death 
leinporai  arid  eternal:  And  no  way  could  he 
be  reflored  to  tire  loll:  image  and  forfeited  fa¬ 
vour  o[  God,  be  relcued  from  the  ruins  of  the 
arave,^  and  raifed  to  liie  eternal,  but  by  the 
on  oi  God  undergoing  for  him  the  uains  of 
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death.  No  arm  fhort  of  the  divine  could  af¬ 
ford  relief.  And  fuch  was  his  grace,  luch  his 
benevolence,  fuch  his  pity  lor  finning,  guil¬ 
ty,  dying  men,  that  Jefus  Chrift  condekended 
to  lay  down  his  own  life  to  lave  him.  He  gave, 
himfelf  a  ranjom  for  all.  I  am,  fays  he,  the  good 
Jhepherd;  the  good  Jhepherd  giveth  his  life  for  the 
fieep.  He  died  that  we  might  live.  He  lett 
his  Mirone  of  glory  and  tabernacled  in  clay,  ex¬ 
changed  the  hofannahs  of  angels  for  the  re¬ 
proaches  of  (inner s,  a  crown  of  glory  for  a 
crown  of  thorns,  and  the’  form  of  God  for 
that  of  a  fervant,  in  order  to  redeem  fallen  fin- 
ners.  Who  being  in  the  form  of  God,  thought  it 
not  robbery  to  he  equal  with  God ;  but  made  himfelf 
of  no  reputation,  and  took  upon  him  the  form  of  a 
fervant,  and  xvas  made  in  the  likenefs  cfnic^t,  and 
being  found  in  fafhion  as  a  man ,  he  bumbled  hiinfelf, 
anct became  obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of 
the  crofs.  Wherefore  God  hath  highly  exalted 
him,  and  given  him  a  name,  which  is  above  every^ 
name ;  that  at  the  name  of  Jefus  every  kneefhould 
bow ;  of  things  in  heaven,  and  things  in  earth,  and 
things  wider  the  earth,  and  that  every  tongue  fiould 
confefs  that  Jefus  Chrfl  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God 
the  Father.  He  becamfc  poor  that  we  might  be 
rich  ;  rich  in  Chriftian  graces  here,  and  heaven¬ 
ly  glories  hereafter.  For  ye  know  the  grace  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  that  though  he  was  rich,  yet  for 
wur  fakes  he  became  poor,  that  ye  through  bis  poverty 
might  he  neb, 

Lafily,  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  life,  as  he  will  be- 
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flow,  at  the  conclufion  of  the  prefent  fcene  of 
thmp,  eterhal  life  on  all  his  difciples.  This 
i&  lie  eternal,  to  know  God  and  Jefus  Chrifr 
whom  he  hath  fent.  And  this  .^s  the  promife’ 
that  he  hath  promiied  us,  even  life  eternal.  He 
IS  called  the  true  God,  and  life  eternal.  This 
ts  the  true  God  and  life  eter.mL  W  hen  his  friends 
and  lollowers  lhall leave  this  world;  when  the 
places  that  now  know  them  lhall  know  them  no 
more ;  when  they  lliall  cometo  walk  through  the 
valley  of  the  lhadow  of  death ;  when  their  proba- 
tion-ftate  fiiall  be  terminated,  and  time  and  the 
things  of  time  be  no  more  as  to  them,  then  he 
wi  J  receive  them  to  the  joys  and  glories  of  his 
kingdom,  that  they  may  be  v.diere  he  is,  and 
behold  his  glory, — will  admit  them  to  partici¬ 
pate  of  all  the  lublime  felicities  of  eternal  life. 
But  the  righteous  lhall  go  into  life  eternal. 
After  pronouncing  the  blelTed  fentence  of  ap. 
probation,  as  the  final  and  univerfal  Judge,  he 
will  reign  in  life  forever  and  ever  with  them, 
in  that  world  where  all  tears  lhall  be  wiped  a- 
way ,  wheie  foirow  and  fighinglliall  never  en¬ 
ter  ;  where  all  the  foul  lliall  feel,  lliall  be  per¬ 
fect  bhfs;^  where  all  it  lliall  exprefs^  lliali  be  per- 
te61:  praile  ;  where  love  divine  lliall  fill  every 
Iiecci  t,  and  holannas  exalted  employ  every 

tongue  through  the  ceafelefs  revolution  of  c-  • 
ternal  ages. 

Il-  1' he  other  branch  of  the  lubje(5l  was  to 
poiot  out  Uic  iinpoHibilty  of  obtaining  accept¬ 
ance  vith  God^  but  by  Chrift.  No  man  come  lb 
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unto  the  Father,  but  by  me.  As  we  have  dwelt  lo 
long  on  the  firft  divilio-n  of  our  iubjeft,  to  a- 
void  repetition  a  few  words  only  need  be  faid 
on  this. 

Jefus  Chrift  then  is  the  only  way  to  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  to  pardon,  to  peace,  and  to  glory.  •  He 
came  to  feek  and  fave  that  which  was  loft. 
Man  loft  to  God,  in  one  fenfe,  and  loft  to  hap- 
pinefs,  wanted  a  way  opened  for  his  return  to 
God ;  reftoration  to  his  image,  and  re-inftate- 
ment  in  his  favour ;  to  be  renewed  and  juftifi- 
ed  i  to  be  reconciled  to  God,  and  to  have  God 
reconciled  to  him ;  and  to  have  a  friendly  in- 
tercourfe  commenced.  This  is  done  by  the 
Saviour.  And  mankind  can  truly  know,  ac- 
ceptally  worfliip,  and  rightly  ferve  thefupremc 
Being,  or  finally  fee  his  face,  and  enjoy  his 
prefence,  only  by  him .  A  mediatory  falvation, 
a  propitiatory  facrifice,  an  atonement  for  fin 
is  of  abfolute  neceflity.  The  divine  nature 
muft  be  placated,  the  divine  law  honored,  di¬ 
vine  juftice  fatisfied,  and  divine  holinefs  difpla}'^- 
ed.  We  cannot  come  to  the  Father,  but  by 
the  Son.  He  muft  be  our  Mediator  to  inti'o- 
duce  us  to  the  throne  of  grace,  and  his  Father’s 
favorable  regards.  He  muft  mediate  and  plead 
for  us,  be  our  advocate  and  patron,  hope  and 
dependance.  A.r\dL  this  is  the  record,  that  God  hath 
given  to  us  eternal  life ;  and  this  life  is  in  his  Son. 
He  that  hath  the  Son  hath  life ;  and  he  that  hath  not 
the  Son  hath  not  life.  IVhofoever  denieih  the  Son, 
the  fame  hath  not  the  Father.  Neither  is  there 
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falvation  many  other-,  for  there  is  none  other  name 
under  heaven  given  among  men  whereby  we  mujl  be  , 
faved^  0tije7  foundation  can  no  man  lay,  than  that 
is  laid,  even  Jefiis  Chriji. 

This  is  a  doctrine  of  the  higheft  poffible  mo¬ 
ment  in  itfelf,  and  efpecially  feafonable  in  the 
prefent  day^  when  fo  many  are  caiting  off 
ftrifft  and  pure  religion,  are  recurring  back 
to  nature's  light,  boafting  that  it  alone  is 
adequate,  denying  the  Lord  that  bought  them, 
and  deluding  and  ilattering  themfelves  with  the 
idea,  that  there  is  no  need  of  a  Saviour  to  ex¬ 
piate  fin,  and  open  the  way  to  heaven  and  its 
lelicity.  Whatever  high  notions  of  the  digni¬ 
ty  of  man  and  of  human  merit  any  may  be  dif- 
pofed  to  entertain,  to  whatever  vain  refuges 
men  may  refort,  whatever  contempt  they  may 
affect  to  call  on  the  gofpel  and  a  mediatory  in- 
terpofition,  it  is  an  eternal  truth,  that  no  reli¬ 
gion  can  be  acceptable  to  the  Deity,  which 
doth  not  embrace  the  atonement  of  his  Son. 
No  man  cometh  unto  the  Fathes,  but  by  me.  He 
is  the  only  ark  of  fafety.  He  is  the  only  foun¬ 
dation  of  hope  laid  in  Zion,  upon  which  we  may 
relt  our  eternal  all.  He  is  the  foie  depend- 
ance  of  loft  man.  Out  of  him  there  is  no  help, 
no  hope,  no  remedy  for  the  guilty.  Pardon, 
iaivation,.  peace  and  acceptance  with  the  fu- 
prerne  Being  out  of  him  it  is  impoflible  to  ob¬ 
tain.  He  is  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life  : 
No  man  cometh  unto  the  Father,  but  by  him. 
He  is  tlie  help  of  the  helplefs,  the  hope  of  the 
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hopelefs,  the  health  of  the  fick,  the  ftrength  of 
the  weak,  the  riches  of  the  poor,  the  peace  of 
the  difquieted,  the  comfort  of  the  afflifted,  the 
light  of  thofe  that  fit  in  darknefs,  the  compan¬ 
ion  of  the  difconfolate,  the  friend  of  the  friend- 
lefs,  the  way  of  the  bewildered,  the  wifdom  of 
the  ignorant,  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  guilty, 
the  fanftification  of  the  unholy,  the  redemption 
of  the  wretched,  and,  to  fay  all  in  a  word,  the 
falvation  of  the  loft. 


In  the  review  of  this  pleafing  fubjeft,  can  we 
refufe  to  admire  the  riches  of  a  Saviour’s  con- 
defcenfion  and  grace  ?  We  know  not  liow  to 
think  or  fpeak  worthily  upon  fo  delightful  and 
beautiful  a  fubjeft.  Could  we  fpeak  with  the 
tongue  of  men  and  angels,  in  ftrainsof  celeftial 
eloquence,  the  half  of  its  praifes  would  be  ftill 
unfpoken.  All  is  ftupendous  humiliation,  from 
his  Father’s  throne  to  the  accurfed  tree.  All 
is  aftonifliing  exaltation,  from  the  forrow  of 
death,  and  the  tomb  of  Jofeph  of  Arimathea,  to 
the  joys  of  heaven,  and  the  right  hand  of  the 
Majefty  on  high.  All  his  immenfe  progrefs  of 
eondefcenfion  and  love  was  for  us.  “Flis  myf- 
‘^terious  incarnation  unites  and  endears  us  to 
“God  ;  his  natural  birth  procures  our  regenera- 
“tion  ;  his  unfpotted  life  reftores  us  to  a  blilf- 
‘^ful  immortality ;  his  bitter  agonies  give  us 
‘^^calm  repofe  ;  his  bloody  fv;eat  waihes  awav 
“our  manifold  pollutions;  l.is  deep  wound  dif- 
‘’‘tils  the  balfom  wliich  heals  our  diloruers , 
“Ids  Dcrfedt  obedience  is  our  firft  title  t 
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“kfs  felicity;  his  full  atonement  purchalesour 
"‘free  juftification;  his  cruel  death  is  the  fpring 
“of  immortal  life ;  his  grave  the  gate  of  hea- 
“ven;  his  refurreftion  the  pledge  of  glory; 
“hisafcenfion  the  triumph  of  our  fouls ;  his  lit- 
“ting  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Majefty  on  high 
“the  earneft  of  our  future  coronation  and  exalt- 
“ed  felicity;  and  his  prevailing  interceffion 
“the  inexhauftible  fountain  of  all  our  bleffings/’ 
W^hat  grace  !  what  benevolence  !  what  mer¬ 
cy  infinite,  incomprehenlible,  unparallelled  in 
all  the  records  of  eternity,  are  difplayed  in  the 
redemption  of  a  ruined  world  by  a  Saviour  ? 
Well  might  he  fay  of  himfelf,  I  am  the  way, 
and  the  truth,  and  the  life :  No  man  cometh  unto 
the  Father,  but  by  me. 

The  whole  difeourfe  will  be  clofedby  a  lliort 
exhortation  to  all  that  hear  me,  to  repair  to 
the  Son  of  God  for  help  and  hope.  Children 
of  men,  hear  the  voice  of  mercy  and  redeem¬ 
ing  love.  This  day  you  have  had  fet  before 
you  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord  as  the  way,  the  truth, 
and  the  life.  No  dodlrinc  can  be  more  impor¬ 
tant;  no  fubje(5l  can  be  more  interefting. 
Hear  then  the  glad  tidings  of  falvation  and 
pardon.  Behold  hinr  v. ho  is  the  way  of  life; 
the  only  path  to  eternal  felicity ;  the  wonder 
of  angels ;  the  joy  of  all  heaven  ;  the  refuge 
of  poor,  perilhing  mortals.  O !  fly  to  this 
Saviour.  Hear  his  fweet  voice.  Receive  his  of¬ 
fered  grace.  Be  convinced  of  your  need  of 
help,  and  refort  to  him  for  pardon  and  peace, 
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as  your  teaching  prophet,  atoning  prieft  and 
ruling  king,  the  almighty  friend  of  man. 
Then  will  your  lives,  in  your  reipe6tive  places 
and  nations,  be  ufeful ;  your  death,  whe  never 
it  fliallcome,  peaceful ;  your  account  at  the  en¬ 
lightened  tribunal  joyful ;  and  your  eternity 
blelTed. 
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SERMON  LXXVII. 

GOD’S  SOVEREIGNTY  inCONFERRING 
MEANS  and  GRACE. 

BY 

NATHAN  KERR,  A.  M. 
Minifter  of  the  fAjl  Prefiyterian  Churchy  in  Gojloen, 


State  of  New -York, 


Rom,  ix.  21, 


Hath  not  the  potter  power  over  the  clay,  of  the 
fame  lump  to  make  one  veffel  unto  honor,  and  another 
unto  difhoKor  ? 

ST.  Paul  had  plainly  aiFerted,  and  largely 
proved,  in  this  epiftle,  that  juftification  and 
falvation  were  only  to  he  obtained  by  faith  in 
Chrill,  and  not  by  the  law.  In  the  beginning 
of  this  chapter  he  exprelFeth  his  great  and  ten¬ 
der  concern  for  thejewidi  nation,  who  fo  gen¬ 
erally  reje6led  Chrift.  /  fay  the  truth  in  Chrifl, 
I  lie  not,  7ny  confcience  alfo  bearing  7ne  witnefs  m 
the  holy  Ghof,  that  I  have  great  heavinefs  and  con- 
tinual  forrow  in  my  heart.  For  I  could  wifj  that  my- 
f elf  were  accurfed  from  Chiifl  for  my  brethren,  my 
kinfmen  according  to  the  flefh :  Who  are  Jfracl- 
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lies  •  to  -whom  fertainetbthe  adoption,  mid  the  slo- 
>y,  und  the  covenants,  and  the  giving  of  the  law 
and  ihejei-vice  of  God,  and  the  promifes. 


Here  it  is  obferv  able,  that  aciong  many  great 
favors  confered  upon  that  people,  he  mentions 
the  gw'/'nifes.  The  promifes  were  made  to  A- 
braham  and  his  feed,  called  afterwards  the  Ifra- 
cl  of  God.  The  great  fundamental  promife 
was,  1  will  be  d  God  to  thee,  and  to  thy  feed  after- 

I'  IJ C'  £/  ♦ 

/ 

St  Paul^  as  he  intended  and  did  largely  treat 
Oi  the  rejedtion  of  the  Jews^  and  calling  of  the 
Gentiles  to  be  the  people  of  God^  gives  a  dif- 
tina  anfwer  to  fundry  objeftions  that  might 
b‘e  inacie  to  the  divine  condua;  and  faithfulnefs 
in  this  matter. 

birll,  Vr  ith  rcfpecl  to  the  promifes,  and  par- 
liculaiiv  the  great  one  before  mentioned,  I 
will  ke  a  Uorl  to  thcr,  and  to  thy  feed  after  thee»  It 
might  be  objected.  This  promife  was  not  fulfil¬ 
led,  for  great  numbers  ot  them  had  periflied  ; 

and  if  the  Jews  were  to  be  rejected,  many  more 
would  perifii. 

i  o  this  the  apoftle  fays,  they  were  not  t«> 
conceive  tlie  word  of  God  had  taken  no  effedt,  or 
that  God  was  unfaithful.  For  they  are  not  all 
jfraei^  which  arc  of  Ifrael ;  neither  becaufc  they  are  of 
the  feed  of  ylbrahani^  are  they  all  children. 
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Thus  he  teacheth,  what  is  alfo  plaihly  aflert- 
ed  in  other  parts  of  holy  writ,  viz.  That  they 
are  of  the  feed  of  Abraham,  in  the  moft  im¬ 
portant  lenfe,  who  are  made  partakers  of  A- 
braham’s  faith,  and  that  thefe'  and  thefe  only, 
are  intituled  to  the  laving,  fpiritual  bleffings 
promifed  to  Abraham  and  to  his  ieed  :  To  thefe 
God  has  promifed  to  be  their  God  in  the  higheft 
fenfe.  This  bleffing  God  hath  not  promifed 
to  all  the  natural  offspring  of  Abraham  ;  but 
that  he  would  give  them  the  land  of  CanaaOj^ 
the  divine  oracles  and  inftitutions^  and  own 
them  asfuftaining  a  covenant  relation  to  him,  fo 
long  as  they  walked  in  his  ways,  and  obferved 
his  commandments  to  do  them. 

That  God’s  promife  doth  take  effeft  St.  Paul 
proves,  not  only  by  faying.  They  are  not  all  If- 
rael  that  are  of  Ifrael ;  but  afferts.  In  Ifuacf  oal! 
thy  feed  he  called. 


He  farther  illuftfates  the  matter  by  intro" 
(lucing  the  affair  of  Rebecca,  who  had  conceiv¬ 
ed  by  Ifaac.  For  the  children  being  not  yet  born, 
neither  having  done  any  good  or  evil^  that  the  pur- 
pofe  of  God  according  to  cleBicn  might  fand,  not 
ofioorks,  but  of  him  that  calleth,  it  was  fa  id  unto 
her.  The  elder Jhall  fei've  the  younger  ;  as  it  is  zvrif- 
ten,  Jacob  have  I  loved,  but  Efau  have  I  hated. 


Thus  the  apoftle  reconciles  ihc  dificnliv 
that  arifeth  from  a  confideration  of  the  rcieo 

«r 

tion  of  the  unbelieving  Jews,  and  the  word  of 
promife. 


0 


I  ,  fcy  explaining  the  true  meaning  of  the 

proiTiIie ;  viz :  That  it  was  not  made,  in  the 
higiieft  fpiritual  lenfe,  to  all  the  natural  feed; 
but  only  to  thofe  who  fhould  be  the  feed  of  A- 
braham  by  faith. 

IL  By  averting  and  proving  the  abfolute 
fovereignty  of  God,  in  difpofing  of  the  children 
of  men  ;  and  at  the  fame  time,  anfwers  aeavil 
2.gainft  the  doftrine  exprefled  in  the  14th  verfe 
and  on  .  If  hcit Pjcill  xvc Jciy  then  ^  Is  there  wirif^'h"" 
teoufnefs  with  God  ?  God, forbid.  For  he  faith  to 
Mofes,  I  -will  have  mercy  on  whom  I  will  have  mer¬ 
cy^  and  I  will  have  compaffion  on  whom  I  will  have 
couipajfion.  So  then  it  is  not  of  him  that  wllleth^ 
710}  Oj  Dini  that  runneth  i  but  cf  God  that  fheweth 
mercy. 


This  he  iliuftrates  alfo  by  the  inftance  of 
Pharaoh.  lor  the  feripiure  faith  unto  Fhaj^aohy 
Even  for  this  faine  purpofe  have  I  raifed  thee  up  f  hat 
I  might  Jheiv  my  power  in  thee,  and  that  my  name 
might  be  declared  throughout  all  the  earth,  God 
had  determined  to  withhold  his  grace  from  Pha^ 
raoli,  and  to  allow,  oi\permit  him  to  take  the 
coLirle  to  which  his  proud,  ftubborn  heart 
prompted  him. 


All  the  children  of  men  are  plunged  alike 
into  a  date  ot  lin  and  mifery,  equally  under 
uilt  by  the  apollacy,  and  expofed  to  wrath  . 
God  in  a  iovereign  way  picks  out  fome  ot 
the  fallen,  apollatized  race,  and  makes  them 
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velFels  of  grace  and  glory.  The  apoftle^s  ar¬ 
gument  is,  there  is  no  iini'ighteoufncfs  in  Gods 
proceeding  thus.  Then  in  the  19th.  vcrie  he 
introduceth  another  obje6tor.  Thou  wilt  fay 
then  unto  7ne,  Why  doth  he  yet  find  fault?  Who 
hath  refijled  his  will?  To  which  he  anfwers;^ 
Miy  buty  O  man,  who  art  thou  that  repUeJi  againjl 
God?  Shall  the  thing  formed  fay  unto  him  that  for¬ 
med  it ,  Why  hafl  thou  7nade me  thus?  Hath  not 
the  potter  power  over  the  clay^  of  the  fame  lump  to 
make  one  vejfel  unto  ho7iory  and  another  to  dif}j07ior? 
Thus  the  apoitle  aflerts  God’s  right,  as  the  fo- 
vereign  owner  and  ruler  of  the  world,  to  beftow 
fpecial  favors  on  fome,  which  he  withholds  from 
others  of  the  fame  defcription. 

In  difcourfing  from  thcfe  words,  I  propofe 
to  fliow^ 

I 

I.  That  all  mankind,  Jews  and  Gentiles, 
are  in  a  Itate  of  lin  and  guilt,  expol’ed  to  wrath, 
and  fo  are  juftly  as  abfolutely  at  tlie  dilpofai 
of  God,  both  with  refpcft  to  his  giving  thenx 
external  means,  and  bellowing  on  them  fpecial 
grace,  as  the  clay  is  at  the  dilpofai  of  the  pot¬ 
ter. 

I I.  Shall  brielly  conlider  the  principal  means 
which  God,  here  reprefented  by  the  potter, 
ufeth,  in  forming  fome  to  be  velleis  unto 
honor. 

III.  Conclude  with  fome  imprevement, 

Vox..  IV.  Aaa 
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I.  That  all  mankind,  Jews  and  Gentiles,  are 

expofed  to  wrath,  and 
foare  jufdy  as  ablolutely  at  the  dil'pofal  ofGod, 
both  with  refpe<5l  to  his  giving  them  external 
means,  and  bellowing  on  them  fpecial  grace,  as 
the  clay  is  at  the  difpofal  of  the  potter,  will  ap¬ 
pear  from  the  following  confiderations. 

i.  That  God  made  Adam  in  his  own  image, 
a  free  voluntary  agent,  capable  of  Handing, 
but  liable  to  fall ;  and  that  he  was  placed  as  the 
public  head  or  reprefentative  of  his  pofterity  ; 
That  God  gave  him  a  law,  as  a  rule  of  his  obe¬ 
dience,  annexing  death  to  him,  and  his  pofteritvy 
as  the  penalty.  That  we  take  great  care,  and 
have  our  ideas  of  this  matter  regulated  by  the 
holy  fcriptures,  and  fo  be  prepared  to  conlent 
to  the  truth  of  it ;  and  acknowledge  humbly, 
that  in  Adam  we  finned  and  died,  is  of  great 
importance. That  we  be  able  alfo  to  fee  and  ack 
nowlqdge  that  Adam  was  to  blame  for  hisfin,  and 
that  there  is  jullice  and  propriety  in  imputing 
it  to  us.  That  it  is  a  juft  and  glorious  thing  in 
God  to  determine,  that  the  pofterity  of  Adam 
Ihoiild,  becaufe  of  their  connexion  with  him, 
come  into  the  world  devoid  of  the  holy  moral 
image  of  God ;  and,  inftead  thereof,  have  fuch 
an  indwelling,  permanent,  powerful  propenlity 
to  fin,  as  v/ill  cetainly  lead  them  to  eternal  ru¬ 
in, iinlels  it  be  counteradted  by  means  and  divine 
grace. 

Thefe  are  indeed  fome  of  the  leading  truths 
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of  divine  revelation.  And  we  acknowledge 
there  are  fome  difficulties  involved  in  the  af¬ 
fection,  thatGod  hath  foreordained  whatfoeyer 
comes  to  pafs,  and  yet  that  Adam  was  in  fuch 
a  fenfe  a  free  agent  as  conftitutedhim  a  prop¬ 
er  fubjeft  of  praife  and  blame.  Adam,  having 
received  his  exiftence  from  another,  commu¬ 
nicates  the  idea  of  his  being  very  inferior  to 
his  Crggt^^  who  is  abfolutely  pei’fedl  and  un¬ 
changeable!’  God  faw  proper,  in  his  infinite  wif- 
dom,  to  place  in  the  fcale  of  being  fuch  a  cre- 
ture  as  man,  endowed,  as  he  w'as,  w'ith  certain 
degrees  of  what  may  be  called  natural  and  mo¬ 
ral  excellency  or  ability.  An  independent, 
felf-fufficient,  almighty  creature  cannot  exift. 
Great  degrees  of  dependency  on  God,  theCre- 
ator  and  Preferver  of  all  things,  are  infepara- 
hle  from  creatures,  both  with  refpedt  to  the 
exiftence  and  exercife  of  every  kind  of  powder. 

Some  have  aflerted,  that  there  is  in  the  hii- 
man  will  a  felf  determining  powder,  or  that  the 
human  will  is  free,  and  that  this  was  neceifary 
to  conftitute  man  a  moral  agent,  or  render  him 
a  proper  fubjedl  of  blame  or  praife.  Others 
deny  this,  in  the  fenfe  in  which  it  is  afierted, 
and  affirm  it  improper  to  fay  at  all,  the  human 
will  is  free ;  but  that  man  is  free  to  do  what  he 
wills ;  or  is  a  voluntary  free  agent,  at  liberty  to 
adtor  not  a6l,according  to  the  dictates  of  his  will. 
It  is  alfo  afierted,  that  human  volitions  are  to 
be  ranked  among  effects,  which  are  produced  by 
caufes  foreign  to  them,  and  fo  conclude,  that 
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the  wiM  is  determined  by  fome  extrinfic  caufe 
that  is,  by  lomething  without,  or  diftin6l  fron/ 
itlelf.  1  bus,  in  the  chain  of  caufes  that  pro¬ 
duce  efFefts,  they  run  up  to  the  firft  caufe  of 
ail  things,  which  is  God  ;  and  exculpate  the  e- 
ver-blehed  and  holy  God  from  blame,  in  intro- 

ducing,  by  a  nccelfaryconneaionofcaufesand 

events,  the  iirft  finful  human  volition,  by  fay¬ 
ing,  that  the  linfulnefs  of  it,  and  of  every  one 
eife,  lies,  not  in  its  caufe,  but  in  its  nature. 
1  iierelore,  though  the  volitions  and  aftions  of 
a  inoraj^  agent  are  neceflary,  with  that  kind 
ct  neceffity  which  exifrs  between  moral  caufes 

and  efi’edts,  yet  they  may  be  blameable  and 
praife-worthy. 

1  ms  amur  n}ayaao  be  reprefented  by  faying, 
that  God  placed  Adam  as  the  public  head  and 
representative  ot  his  poilerity,  v/ith  fuch  abili- 
t:es  as  it  pleafed  God  to  give  him,  condantly 
h.owever  dependent  upon  his  Maker,  in  every 
pofiible  view;  and  that  it  pleafed  God,in  his  in- 
nnitc  wiiCKyin,  to  witholci  fronihimthat  divine  in- 
iiuence  which,  was  neceiTai-y  to  iiis  continuance 

ui  his  holy  fiate,  and  that  immediately  being 

icily  he  feli. 


Others  lay^  that  God  made  man  in  his  own 
miagCy  capable  to  ftand  and  liable  to  fall;  that 
God  permitted  bis  falJ^and  overruled  it  in  a  wife 
and  powerful  manner^  fo  that  he  has  brought 
great  gooi^  out  of  great  evil. 
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The  Chrifttan  world  are  very  fenfible  that 
the  introduftion  of  fin  is  a  matter  of  great 
myftery,  and  that  clouds  and  darknels  hang  o- 
ver  it.  I  fliall  at  prefent  fay  nothing  more 
concerning  it  Nor  fhall  I  attempt  to  illui- 
trate  the  wildom^  juftice  and  goodnefs  ol  the 
divine  conftitution,  which  placed  Adam  as  the 
foederal  head  of  his  pofterity.  Let  it  luffice  to^ 
fay  it  was  donehy  the  infinitely  wife^  holy,  juft 
and  merciful  God,  the  glorious  head  of  the  u- 
niverle.  And  Jhall  not  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth 
do  right  ?  Let  itfuffice  alfo  to  fay,  that  Adam 
thus  placed  did  fin ;  was  truly  and  really  to 
blame  for  his  fin;  and  that  his  pofterity  linned 
and  died  in  him.  So  that  it  is  afatt,  an  awful 
and  lamentable  truth,  that  we  have  been  fiapen 
in  iniquity,  and  conceived  in  fin  ; — ^are  difpofed,  as 
foon  as  capable  of  moral  exertions,  to  do  evil, 
and  averle  from  that  wdiich  is  holy  and  good. 

The  old  teftament,  no  doubt,  teacheth,  that 
Adam’s  pofterity  were  included  with  him  in 
the  covenant  God  entered  into  with  him,  and 
the  denunciation  of  the  threatning,  as  appears 
from  the  curfe  upon  the  ground,  which  was  to 
be  inhabited  by  his  pofterity,  and  by  the  cfte6ts 
w'hich  loon  took  place  in  conlequence  of  the 
fall.  But  the  new  teftament,  which  explains 
much  of  the  old,  throws  great  light  on  this 
matter,  and  aflerts,  that  by  one  man  fin  entered 
into  the  world,  and  death  by  fin ;  and  fo  death  paf 
ed  upon  all  men,  for  that  all  have  fnned. 
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But  to  make  the  matter  ftill  more  clear,  and 
leave  no  room  to  fuppofe  that  none  fulFered 
the  penalty  of  death,  but  thofe  who  were  guilty  of 
aSual  fin  againft  a  known  law,  the  apoftle  adds. 
For  until  the.  law,  that  is,  before  the  givino-  the 
written  law  by  Mofes,  fin  was  in  the  world : 
but  fn  is  not  imputed  where  there  is  no  law:  And 
farther  adds,  Thai  death,  which  was  the  penalty, 
reigned  from  Adamto  Mqjes,  even  over  them  thathad 
Ke!,Jintied  (ijter  tbejimilitude  of  Adam’s  tranfgrefr 
km.'I hat  iS;, death,  the  wages  of  iin,  was  fuffered 
by  infants,  wno  had  not,  as  Adam  had,  actually 
broken  a  known  iaw.  This  one  man,  by 
whom  fin  entered,  was  Adam.  For  Paul  fays, 
I,  Cor.  15.  22.  In  Adam  all  die. 


II.  It  win  appear  that  all  mankind,  Jews 
and  Gentiles,  are  in  a  ftate  of  Iin  and  guilt,  and 
io  are  juftly  expofed  to  wrath,  from  a  confide- 
ration  of  the  univerfal  wickednefs  of  mankind,  • 
which  1  Siall  not  now  take  time  to  deferibe. 


III.  From  the  holy  oracles  of  God. --Of  the 
old  world  it  was  faid,  that  every  imagination  of 
the  thoughts  of  man’s  heart  was  only  evil  continual¬ 
ly.  In  nnot'ne.Y  fizee ,  The  imagination  of  man  s 
heart  is  evil  from  his  youth.  \  ery  remarkable 
is  that  pafiage  in  Job.  JVbat  is  man,  that  he 
jhould  be  clean  ?  And  he  that  is  horn  of  a  woman, 
that  hefrnifld  be.  righteous  ?  Behold,  be  pidieth  n» 
tnijl  in  hisfai;:ts.;  yea,  the  heavens  are  not  clean  in 
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his  fight.  How  much  more  abominable  and  jillhy 
is  man,  which  drinhelb  iniquity  like  water  ?  The 
Pfalmift  iay?,.  Behold,  I  wasjhapenin  iniquily; 
and  in  fin  did  my  mother  conceive  me,  J  eremiaii 
declares.  The  heart  is  deceitful  above  all  things, and 
defpcrateJy  xvicked ,  who  can  know  it?  Our  Lord 
fays,  Out  of  the  heart  proceed  evil  thoughts,  murder 
&c.  as  out  of  their  native  fountain.  The 
fame  truth  is  taught  by  our  Saviour,  when  he 
affirms.  Except  a  man  be  born  again,  he  can¬ 
not  fee  the  kingdom  of  God.  And  when  the  au¬ 
thor  of  our  text  is  proving  that  juftification 
cannot  be  obtained  by  the  deeds  of  the  law, 
but  by  faith  in  Chrift,  he  fliows,  that  both  Jews 
and  Gentiles  were  under  fin,  though  the  lat¬ 
ter  had  not  the  written  law  ;  That  all  had  dcm 
wickedly  l-^-there  is  none  righteous,  no  not  one  ;  yea^ 
there  is  none  that  doeth  good,  no  not  one. 

Thus  it  appears,  that  all  mankind,  Jews  and 
Gentiles,  are  in  a  ftate  of  fin  and  guilt.  We 
have  finned  in  our  reprefentative,  and  all. 
who  have  obtained  a  capacity  for  perfonal,  ac-- 
tual  fin,  have  broken  God’s  law.  Now  if  the 
law  is  good,  the  penalty  proper,  and  if  all  have 
broken  it,  then  all  are  juftly  obnoxious  to 
punifliment,  and  nothing,  but  an  aft  of  grace,, 
can  prevent  the  execution  of  the  fentence. 
The  law  declares  the  iinner  fliali  die. 

True,  and  a  glorious  truth  it  is,  that  Chrifc 
our  Mediator  has  perfectly  kept  the  divine 
law;  died  the  death  of  the  crols;  has  arifen 
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froni  the  dead  ;  has  afcended  into  heaven ;  and 
.  IS  tnere  clothed  with  authority,  with  full  pow^ 
er,as  the  great  executor  of  the  divine  purpofes, 
to  give  eternallife  to  men.-But  to  whom  ?  To 
all  men  ?  No.  Chrift  teacheth  us  what  to  be¬ 
lieve  concerning  this.  Juft  before  his  fuff 

heaven,  and  faid 
Father  the  hour  is  come;  glorify  thy  Son,  that  thv 

ison  aljo  may  glorify  thee  -  As  thou  hall  given  him 
penver  over  alljiefh,  that  heJhouU  give  eternal  life 
to  as  many  as  thou  hqjl  given  him.  Agreeably  to 
this  we  are  told  in  tlie  Afts,  That  when  Paul 
and  Barnabas  were  rejeded  by  the  Jews,  they 
turned  to  the  Gentiles,  and  informed  them 
xhat  Cbrifl  u'asfet  to  be  a  light  of  the  Gentiles, 
toai  hefjoiild  oe  for  falvation  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth :  And  when  the  Gentiles  heard  this,  they  were 
glad,  and  glor  flcd  the  word  of  the  Lord :  And  as 
many  as  were  ordained  to  eternal  life,  believed.  Be¬ 
lievers  in  Chrift  are  frequently  fpoken'ofas 
thole  who  w'ere  under  the  law,  were  dead  in  pi, 
and  under  the  curfe ;  but  they  are  wafoed  with  the 
wajhing  of  regeneration,  they  are  reneived  by  the 
boly^  Gboft.  Repentance  is  given  to  them,  faith 
is  given,  according  to  the  divine,,  eternal  pur- 

pofe  which  he  purpofed  in  Chrift  before  the 
world  bemn. 


We  do  not  know,  nor  can  we  know,  who 
thefe  vellels  unto  honor  are,  until  they  are 
called  and  iandtifyed,  bring  forth  fruits  meet 
for  repentance,  and  fo  by  an  holy  life  and  con- 
veriatien  catife  their  light  to  Ihine  in  the  world. 
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This  effc&ual  calling,  this  ivaping  of  regencraticn, 
\nd  renewing  of  the  holy  Gbo/l,  is  not  of  him  that 
willetb,  nor  of  him  that  runneth ;  but  of  God  that 
fheweth  mercy.  Agreeably  to  this,  John,  {peak¬ 
ing  of  them  who  had  power  to  become  the  fans  cf 
God,  adds.  Who  were  born,  not  oj  blood,  nor  cf  the 
will  of  man,  but  of  God. 

Seeing  then  that  all  have  finned  in  Adam„ 
that  all,  who  have  been  capable  of  actual  fin, 
have  tranfgrefied,  and  fo  are  juftly  dead  in  law ; 
and  God  is  not  bound  by  any  promife  to  fiiow 
mercy  to  all,  and  none  deferve  itj  feeing  alio 
that  God  gives  his  written  law  and  other  means 
only  to  fome  nations;  and  by  his  Son  gives 
fpiritual  and  eternal  life  only  to  a  part  where 
bis  gofpel  is:  Therefore  we  may  conclude, 
that  men  are  as  abfolutely  at  the  difpofal  of 
the  great  Jehovah,  both  with  refpedt  to’ grant¬ 
ing  the  external  means,  and  the  beftowment  of 
fpecial,  fandlifying  grace,  as  the  clay  is  at  the 
difpofal  of  the  potter,  who  can,  and  does,  with 
great  propriety,  take  parts  of  the  fame  large 
lump,  and  make  veffels  to  different  ufes. 

^Ve  now  proceed  to  the  fecond  head,  which 
is  briefly  to  mention  fome  of  the  principal  means, 
which  God,  here  reprefented  by  the  potter,  ul- 
eth  in  forming  lome  to  be  vefels  unto  honor. 

JefusChrift;  hath  been  from  eternity  defign- 
ed  of  God  a  Mediator  between  God  and  man. 
By  him  God  n)ade  the  world.  By  hnn  fimiers 
VoL.  IV.  Bbh 
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of  Adams  race  are  enlightened,  redeemed, 
lan6tified,  and  laved  from  wrath.  Chrill  has 
gracioufly  interfered  in  the  charafters  of  pro¬ 
phet,  prieft  and  king.  As  a  Prophet,  he  has 
^vcn  men  much  inltruc^iori.  In  ancient  times 
be  lore  liis  incarnation,  he  appeared  as  the  an¬ 
gel  of  the  covenant,  and  gave  falutary  and  ne 

ceflaij  inftruaions.  By  the  influence  of  the 
holy  Spirit,  which  is  the  Spirit  of  Chriit,  we 
have  the  holy  fcripture,  that  infallibly  written 
guide,  which  giveth  true  information  refpeft- 
ing  our  apoftacy,  and  the  method  of  recovery 
In  due  time  Chrifl;  alTumed  the  body  God* 
prepared  ;  came  into  the  world,  a  light  to 
lighten  the  nations ;  and  invited  thofe  tLt  la¬ 
bored,  and  were  heavy  laden,  to  come  unto 
him  that  they  might  find  reji  to  their  fouls.  As 
a  PRIEST,  he,  once  for  all,  made  a  fufficient,  a 
full  and  fatisfaftory  facrifice  of  himfeifto  God 
for  the  fins  of  thofe  whom  God  had  given  him, 
and  is  afcended  into  heaven,  there  to  make 
continual  interceffion  for  thofe  who  are  difpof- 
ed  and  enabled  to  come  unto  God  by  him.  As 
a  KING,  he  is,  according  to  antient  promife,  ex-, 
alted  upon  God’s  holy  hill  of  Zion;— thrones, 
dominions  and  principalities  are  madefubjeft  to 
him.  All  power  in  heaven  and  on  earth  is  given 
into  his  hand,  that  he  may  give  eternal  life  to  as 
many  as  the  Father  has  given  him.  We  are 
alfo  told  that  he  has  the'  keys  of  hell  and  of 
deatii.  So  that  he  is  ruling  in  heaven,  earth  and 
hell ;  in  the  hearts  of  his  people,  and  over  all 


KERR. 


375i 

his  and  their  enemies.  As  the  great  head  of 
his  church,  Chrift  hath  inftituted  ordinances  to 
be  obferved  by  it ;  baptifm  as  the  door  of  ad* 
miflion ;  the  Lord’s  fupper  for  commemoration, 
inftru<5lion,  growth  in  knowledge  and  grace ; 
which  ordinances  are*God’s  covenants  of  pro- 
mife ;  *  in  which  he  promifeth  Hill  to  be  a 
God  to  his  people,  and  calls  upon  them  to  ac¬ 
cept  of  offered  mercy. 

Father,  before  Chrift’s  afcenfion,  he,  alTur- 
ing  his  apoftles  of  his  authority  for  the  purpofe, 
faid,  Go  ye  therefore,  and  teach  all  nations,  baptiz¬ 
ing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son, 
and  of  the  holy  Ghqfl  ;  teaching  them  to  obferoc  all 
things  whatfoever  I  have  commanded  you  ;  and  lo, 
I  am  with  you  alway,  even  to  the  end  of  the  world. 
They  went  according  to  thofe  directions ;  they 
taught,  baptized,  planted  churches,  watered 
them,  governed  them,  and  ordained  others  al- 
fo  to  teach,  to  preach,  to  adminfier  ordinances 
and  govern,  in  conjunction  with  fuch  other  rul¬ 
ers  as  the  new  teftament  calls  geroernments,  or 
governors,  who  did  not  labor  in  the  word  and 
doCtrihe. 

'  Here  it  is  worthy  of  obfervation,  the  apof¬ 
tles  carefully  give  the  character  of  a  gofpel- 
bifliop,  and  direCl  thofe  they  had  ordained  to  lay 
hands  luddenly  on  no  man.  Even  the  deacons 

*  Vide  Doctor  Guife  on  Eph  :  ii.  12,  with  his  note. 
V/ith  him  I  agree  in  calling  the  ordinances  of  the  gofpel 
^od’s  covenants  of  promife. 
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mujl  firjl  be  proved  Thus  we  are  taught, 
that  thofe  to  v/hom  the  power  of  ordination 
is  committed,  mull  carefully  examine  as  to  the 
pierequilite  qualifications  for  teaching,  preach¬ 
ing  and  governing  in.  the  church  of  God. 

I  fliall  here  alfo  mention  the  divine  provi¬ 
dences,  which  are  admirably  calculated  to  re¬ 
prove  and  inftrua  men.  By  thefe  often  are 
tne  ways  of  finners  hedged  in,  as  with  thorns, 
and  they  are  not  allowed  to  proceed  in  that 
projpeiity  witli  wnichfhe  human  heart  is  nioft 
pleafed;  and  by  them  frequently  are  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  God  much  benefited.  Before  I  xvas  af- 
fiidlecf  1  went  qfiray ;  but  noiv  1  have  learned  to 
keep  thy  laii\ 

I  fnali  conclude  this  head  by  ob- 
ierving,  that  the  cooperations  of  the  Spirit  are 
ellentiaily  neceffary,  and  therefore  Chriftprom- 
iied,  John  i6  :  8  &c.  that  after  his  afcenfion 
lie  would  fend  the  Spirit,  to  reprove  the  world  of 
Jtn,  and  cf  rigbteoiifnefs,  and  of  judgement ;  and 
he fiall  guide  you  mto  all  truth,  and  he  fiall  glorify 
tne ;  for  he  Jhall  receive  of  mine^  and  Jball  Jloew  it 
unto  you.  Thele  are  feme  of  the  principal 
means  which  God,  here  reprefented  by  a  potter, 
liieth  in  forming  veiTels  unto  honor. 

I  now  proceed  to  an  improvement  of  the 

fubjeft. 


Here  I  am  naturally  led,  to  addrefs  you, 
my  dear  and  Revd  brethren,^  in  the  gofpel  of 

pijs  fermon  waji  firfl  preached  before  a  number  of 
iniiiiltcrs. 

I  , 
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our  Lord  Jefus.  What  has  been  faid  offers  to 
our  minds  the  great  importance  ot  the  office 
and  work  in  which  we  are  engaged.  We  are 
taught  to  confider  mankind  in  a  Hate  fin  and 
guilt,  expofed  to  the  wrath  of  an  almighty  and 
holy  God;  that  Chrift  is,  by  a  variety  of  means-, 
and  by  our  inftrumentality,  forming  velfels  to 
honor  out  of  the  great  corrupt  mals.  This  is 
an  alarming  thought,  viz  :  That  all  thofe  who 
are  not  by  the  word,  providences,  gofpel  and 
Spirit  of  Chrift,  formed  unto  honor,  are  veffels 
unto  dilhonor.  Nothing  more  is  neceflaiy  to 
form  men  to  an  extreme  of  wickednefs,  than  for 
God  to  withhold  from  them  his  giace.  Thus, 
I  fiippofe,  God  hardened  Pharaoh  s  heait ,  thus 

God  fends  ftrong  deUifions  to  fome,  that  they 

may  believe  a  lie,  and  be  damned.  If  we  are 
to  judge  that  none  are  coming  to  honor,  but 
fuch  as  ate,  by  the  forming  influence  of  means 
and  divine  efficacious  grace,  conformed  unto 
the  divine  image,  then  how  few  velfels  unto 
honor  in  our  day  ?  Secret  things  belong  unto 
the  Lord ;  his  revealed  will  is  the  rule  by  which 
we  are  to  deport  ourfelves  in  the  gofpel  min- 
ifti'y.  It  is  poflible  we  may  be  glorious  in  the 
eyes  of  our  Lord,  though  very  unfuccefsfuL 
W  e  know  not  whom,  among  thofe  who  have  not 
given  evidence  of  fan6tification,  he  hath  chof- 
en  or  ordained  to  eternal  life  ;  but  our  bufinefs 
is,  knowing  the  terror'  of  the  Lord,  to  perfuade  men 
to  be  reconciled  to  God  ;  to  reprove,  rebuke  and 
exhort  with  all  long  fi^ff^ring  and  docfrine.  As 
good  fte wards  of  the  myfteries  of  God,  we  are 
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to  endeavor  rightly  to  divide  the  word  of  truth. 
W  e  are  to  hold  up  to  the  view  of  our  fellow 
men  the  ftndtnels,  the  fpirituality  and  unchang- 
cablenels  of  God ’slaw,  carefully  to  defcribe  the 
depravity  of  the  human  heart,  and  the  danger 
c.  the  ways  of  iin.  We  are  to  fearch  out  all 
tne  lurking  places  of  difguifed  hypocrites,  and 
iniorm  them,  that  nothing  Ihort  of  holinels  of 
heart,  true  repentance,  an  humble  dependence 
upon  and  choice  of  Chrift,  the  Lord  our  righ- 
teou.neis,  will  anfwer.  No  doubt  it  will  be 
niguly  proper  to  dwell  much  upon  the  excel- 
leucy,  glory  and  all-fufficiency  of  Chrift  and 
of  the  great  atonement  he  has  made.  '  We 
will  aho  do  well  frequently  to  recolleft  what 
Chrift  faid  to  the  primitive  minifters  of  his  re¬ 
ligion,  Wilbout  me  ye  can  do  nothing.  Paul  tnay 
fdant,andApollos  xvalcr,  but  Godgiveththe  increafe. 
Our  time  to  adt  as  inftriiments  for  Chrift  in 
this  world  is  Ihort,  we  are  dying  daily;  there¬ 
fore,  to  do  whatfoever  our  hands  find  to  dowith 
our  mighty  will  {iireiy  be  proper. 

Secondly,  Let  all  Inch  as  have  fcriptural  rea- 
ion  to  believe  that  divine  grace  hath  been  al~ 
ready,  m  forne^  degree,  communicated,  be 
thankuil;  bccaufe  you  entertain  hope  that 
God  IS  iorniing  you  into  the  divine  like 
ueis,  and  preparing  you  for  eternal  honor. 
Let  (uch  review  the  corrupt  lump  from 
wdiich  they  were  taken.  What  maketh  any 
OiL  you  to  differ  from  others  more  wicked  in 
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praftice?  Is  it  not  that  you  have  had  means, 
and  the  transforming,  fan6lifying  grace  of 
God  ?  By  the  grace  of  God,  I  am  what  lam,  faid 
the  apoftle 

3.  J  thallfayafewwords  to  thofe  who  are  yet  in 
their  fins,  unregenerate,  and  poffibly  more  un¬ 
likely,  by  appearance,  to  be  formed  unto  honor 
than  formerly.  You  have  heard  in  this  dif- 
courfe,  that  God  made  man  in  his  own  holy 
image,  that  Adam  was  placed  as  a  public  head, 
that  in  him  we  finned  and  died  ;  that  all  have 
finned,  and  confequently  that  all  be  at  the 
mercy,  at  the  difpofal  of  God.  The  blefied 
God  /hows  by  his  condu6l  that  he  confiders 
this  the  cafe.  He  has  taken  church  privileges 
from  the  Jews,  andgiven  them  to  the  Gentiles ; 
he  gives  his  grace  to '  fome,  and  withholds  it 
from  others.  His  reafons  for  this  conduct 
are  above  us.  It  will  moft  certainly  be  dan¬ 
gerous  to  reft  fatisfied  in  the  belief  of  fuch 
principles,  and  continue  difpoled  to  make  fuch 
objeftions  to  the  dodlrines  held  to  view  in  this 
dilcourfe,  as  are  prevalent  in  the  world. 

^  The  objecSion,  Why  doth  be  yet  find  faidt  ?  is 
ftill  in  the  hearts  and  mouths,  of  men.  Why 
fliould  he  not  find  fault  ?  Did  not  God  make 
man  upright }  Has  he  not  fought  out  many 
inventions?  Was  not  Adam  to  blame  for  his 
fin  ?  Were  you  not  reprefented  in  Adam  ?  Is 
not  fin  imputed  to  you  ?  And  have  you  not 
finned  in  your  own  proper  perfons  ?  And  are 
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you  not  to  blame  ?  Moft  certainly.  If  you 
are,  you  ought  to  confefs  guilty,  and  throw 
yourfelves  upon  the  Tnercy  of  God. 

But  It  may  be  queried.  If  God  has  given  to 
Chnft  a  certain  number  only,  and  the  others 
are  not  chofen  to  life,  and  God  does  not  in¬ 
tend  to  communicate  his  grace  to  them;  then 
how  are  they  to  blame^  and  how  can  the  lince- 
1  ity  of  God  be  vindicated  in  making  offers  to 
the  multitude  ?  Here  it  muftbe  remembered, 
that  God  is  infinitely  wife ;  that  his  ways  and 
thoughts  are  far  above  ours ;  that  he  calleth  thofi 
things  which  be  nol^  as  though  they  were.  That 
inftru6tions,  invitations,  remonftrances  &c.  &c. 
are  defigned  as  means,  by  the  all-wife  God, 
for  forming  his  chofen  ones  to  glory.  The 
wicked  are"^  to  blame  for  not  loving  God  fu- 
premely ;  for  their  not  loving  his  holy  law ; 
for  their  loving  andchuling  fin.  Their  rejec¬ 
tion  of  Chrift  is  to  be  confidered,  not  as  their  firfl: 
fin  ;  but  as  the  higheft  manifeftation  of  the  de¬ 
pravity  and  ftubbornnefs,  yea,  the  rebellion  of 
the  heart* 

Let  it  be  confidered,  that  all  the  inability  fin- 
ners  are  under  is  a  ivant  of  difpofition,  not  a 
natural  inability,  or  a  want  of  power  to  do  that 
which  they  have  a  heart  or  difpofition  to  per¬ 
form.  Men  are  able  to  love  what  pleafeth 
them,  what  is  agreeable  to  them.  Are  we 
not  to  blame  for  our  oppofition  to  the  great 

God  a  nd  his  laws  ?  Are  we  not  to  blame,  in 
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that  we  do  not  love  and  approve  of  that,  v/riich. 
every  juftfholy  and  excellent  ])ein.o-  in  the  uni  ■ 
verfe  approves  of?  And  in  that  v/c  ap’pr-r.’c  f  t 
what  is  abhorred  by  every  wite,  hoi)  ,  juh  and 
excellent  being  ? 


With  regard  to  the  fincerity  of  God  in  niak- 
ing  ovei’tures  to  the  multitude,  let  w  itat  Ittis 
been  laid  in  the  preceding  part  of  tlie  diicourle 
be  recolleaed;  viz.  That  God  made  man  up¬ 
right,  and  he  has,  through  his  own  delault, 
loft  a  holy  dilpofition  ;  that  all  men  are  juftly 
condemned  by  the  lav/  ^  and  that  the  oil‘v,is  ol 
mercy  are  free,  imdeferved  grace.  Let  it  be 
remembered  alfo,  that  God  hath  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  give  thofe,  whom  he  hath  ordained  to 
eternal  life,  their  exiftence  in  different  ages, in 
different  countries  and  places ;  and,  as  the  great 
and  wife  difpofer  of  ail  things,  he  has  fixed  up¬ 
on  certain  means,  which  he  defigns  to  render 
efre<Sfual  for  the  eternal  falvation  of  his  choica 
ones.  It  is  to  be  obferved  too, '  that  the  p ro  • 
phets  of  old  called  upon  a  whole  nation  to  wiiicii 
they  werefent.  Chrift  preached  to  promiku- 
ous  multitudes:  The  apoftles  were  diredled  ,to 
teach  ail  nations,  and  hold  up  the  terms  of  ilil- 
vation:  Chirft’s  miniftei's  now  are  to  imitate 
them.  Where  is  the  infincerity  of  this  ?  Ls 
there  any  injury  offered  to  men,  when  they 
have  propofals  of  mercy  and  pardon  niade 
to  them,  who  ftand  in  fo  much  need  of 
both  ?  efpecially  when  the  real  on  of  non-ac 
ceptance  is  their  bwnblameable  oppoftici 
VoL.  IV. 
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God,  his  law  and  holinefs,  and  their  approbation 
or  choice  of  fin.  And  let  it  be  rSmembered 
too,  and  we  mull  infill  upon  it,  that  there  are 
no  promiles  of  regenerating  grace  and  eternal 
ialvation  made  to  the  doings  of  uuregenerate 

men.  Ihe  promiles  of  Ialvation  are  only  ^ade 

to  believers,  fo  that  God  is  not  chargeable  witfi 

any  breach  of  promife  made  to  them.  Chrift  ex- 

prelsly  fays,  Manyfiallfeek  to  enter  in,  and  (hall 

not  be  able ;  that  is,  in  the  way  in  which  they 
leek.  ^ 

Indeed,  there  are  promifes  that  God  will  pour 
out  of  his  Spirit  abundantly,  and  that  he  will 
walli  with  clean  water,  and  give  the  new  heart- 
Yet  for  all  this  I  will  be  enquired  of  by  the  boufe  of 
Ifrael  to  do  it  for  them.  But  who  are  the  houfe 
oi  Ifrael,  that  lhall  thus  wrellle  with  God  in. 
pray  er  and  prevail  .i"  Not  the  unfan6lified,  the 
unbelieving  and  unholy,  ■  I  fuppofc ;  but  the 
true  fpiritual  Ilrael  of  God-;  yea,  all  who  are 
the  children  of  Abraham,  by  being  made  par¬ 
takers  of  his  faith. ThefeGod  Itirreth  up  to  fearrh 
after  him  with  all  their  hedrts,  when  in  mercy 
he  inteudeth  to  pour  out  of  his  promifed  Spirit, 
«.o  convince  and  to  fanclify  ;  while  others  are 
indulging  their  natural  propenfities,  and  per¬ 
haps  very  thoughtlefs  of  God  and  of  eternal 
things. 

"We  will  fuppofe  now,  a  finner  finally  and 
irietrievably  loll,  and  enduring  the  wrath  of 
God,  and  taking  a  retrofpedlive  veiw  of  his 
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paft  fituation  and  circumftances,  and  of  his  pre- 
fent  ftate.  I  conceive  his  remarks  would  be 
as  follows  ;  “  I  was  once  on  earth  for  a  fhort 

fpace ;  I  was  taught  my  days  there  would  be 
few  ;  I  was  directed  to  attend  to  my  fpiritual 
and  eternal  interell ;  i  was  informed  that  A- 
darn  reprefented  me  and  all  his  pofterity  ;  that 
he  broke  the  law  under  which  he  was  placed  ; 
that  his  lin  was  imputed  to  me,  fo  that  I  was 
guilty;  that  when  I  became  capable  of  moral 
action,  I  was  difpofed  to  evil.  I  did  live  in  the 
love  and  praCtice  of  lin  againft  God,  contrary 
to  the  dictates  of  my  confcience.  Chrift  did 
coiiiC  into  the  world,  did  keep  the  law  of  God 
perfectly,  died  in  the  room  offinners  of  Adam’s 
race;  he.arofe,  and  had  power  to  give  repen¬ 
tance,  pardon  of  fin,  and  eternal  life^  All  this 
and  much  more  of  his  ability  and  willingnefs 
to  fave  I  heard,  and  was  very  inattentive  and 
unconcerned.  My  heart  fought  after  the 
tlien  prefent  enjoyments  :  I  did  not  love  the 
terms  on  which  falvation  was  offered :  1  could 
not  brook  that  God  lliould  be  a  fovereign,and, 
in  the  fituation  I  was,  fave  or  damn  me  as  it 
pleafed  him.  1  never  did  feel  a  difpofition  from 
my  heart  to  come  down  fo  low  as  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  that  I  really  and  juftly  meritted  hell; 
and  therefore,  in  all  my  endeavors  to  feek  fa¬ 
vor,  I  fecretly  thought  that  God  would  be  im¬ 
properly  fevere,  if  I  perifiied  finally.  I  was 
told  that  fecret  things  belonged  to  the  Lord  ; 
and  that  his  revealed  will  it  was  my  duty  to  o- 
bey,  I  did  not  know  but  I  might  have  cbf  ian- 
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ccl  mercy ;  but  I  did  not  like  the  terms,  not» 
did  I,  agreeably  to  them,  earnettly  and  perfe- 
veringly  feek”.  Rage,  defpair,  and  every  im¬ 
proper  temper,  I  luppol'e,  would  in  fuch  a  mind 

prevail. 

But  to  return ;  I  think  there  are  fully  fufficienfc 
reaions  why  tinners  of  Adam’s  race  thould  be 
eterna’ ly  puni}he<i,even  if  Chrift  had  never  been 
proimied.  Surely  then,  though  Chrift  hath 
thought  proper  to  publifh  the  ternis  of  falvation 
to  the  prornifcuous  multitude,  thole  to  whom 
propofais  or  offers  of  pardon  and  mercv  are 
made,  are  not  injured  or  affronted,  feeing" they 
really  are  guilty,  and  need  pardon  :  Efpecially 
f  we  add  to  all  tins,  that  God  deals  with  men 
13  reaionable  creatures,  and  gives  much  infor¬ 
mation,  many  rebukes,  counfeis,  v/arnings  and 
l  emonlli  ances,  and  that,  in  the  prefent  Icate  of 
tilings,  the  wicked  are  much  benefited  by 
Chrift ’s  kingdom,  and  the  infiruftions,  ordinan¬ 
ces  and  government  of  it. 

As  to  the  reprefentation  frequently  made  of 
a  prince  binding  a  number  of  men  with  ftrong 
chains,  in  a  prifon,  and  then  calling  upon  them 
to  come  out,  ofiering  rewards,  &c.  it  is  un- 
f(ur  andunjujl.  For  ail  the  cliains,  witli  which 
tinners  are  bound,  are  of  their  own  making 
and  putting  on,  and  confift  only  in  the  difpofi- 
t  ion  or  clioice  of  their  own  hearts,  Wc  are 
to  blame  primarily  and  principally  for  our  love 
of  tin,  and  averlion  from  God  and  his  Jaw,  The 
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more  vft  have  of  this,  the  more  are  to  blame. 
Therefore  finners  are  fo  often  exhorted  to 
turn  from  fin,  and  turn  to  God. 


Another  obje«ion  frequently  made  to  this 
fchem^  ofdoarine,  is.  That  Cbrifi  is  thepropi- 
thtion  for  our  fins,  and  not  for  ours  only,  but  alfo 
for  the  fins  of  the  whole  world,  I.  John  ii.  3. 
To  which  I  anfwer,  the  apoftles  of  Chrift  were 
Jews.  The  Jews  had  been  direfted  to  keep 
themfelves  feparate  from  the  Gentiles.  To 
the  Jews  the  promife  of  the  Melfiah  had  been 
in  a  particular  manner  direfted,  and  they  had 
no  idea  that  the  other  nations  were  to  be  be¬ 
nefited  by  Chrift,  as  abundantly  appears  in  ho¬ 
ly  writ.  When  the  apoftles  obtained  convic¬ 
tion  that  the  bleftings  of  the  gofpel  were  com- 
nituiicated  to  other  nations  equally  with  them- 


ielves,  tliey  break  out  in  aftonifliment.  Then 
hath  God  alfo  to  the  Gentiles  granted  repentance  xm- 
to  ife !  And  He  is  not  only  a  propitiation  for  our 
fins,  hut  for  the  fins  of  the  whole  world.  I.  John, 
ii.  2 .  Every  body  knows  that  the  univerfal  terms 
all  the  world,  all  men,  &c.  can,  in  fundry 
places,  only  mean  great  numbers,  and  fo  are 

ui'^d  in  a  reftrictivc  fenfe. 

What  lliould  v;e  do  then,  the  linner 
will  fay  ?  I  ^anfwer :  Ufe  every  pollible 
nicar.  to  obtain  juft  ideas  of  God,  of  his  law,  of 
yourfelves,  your  fin,  your  guilt ;  of  Chrift  and 
Ids  ri:  htcoufnels,  of  heaven  and  of  hell.  At- 
tcr.d  carefully ;  By  the  law  is  the  knowledge  of 
fn.Y'aith  cometb  by  bearing.  Liften  then  to  the  gof 
Wc  have  no  idea,  that  God  ever  regen¬ 
erates  a  jciTon,  while  utterly  ignorant  of  all 
tliC  '  rutli  of  religion,  Grace  cannet  be  exer- 
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cifed,  where  there  is  no  knowledge.  Therefor^, 
the  careful  ufe  „f  „ea„s  i, 

C  Iculated  to  remove  a  barr  out  of  the  wav  of 
your  falvation.  * 

Attending  then  to  thefe  truthslhat 
your  eternal  falvation,  come,  bow  before  aW 
ly  and  jnerciful  God;  confefs  the  truth;  lie 
in  the  duft,  and  cry  with  the  anxiety  which  the 
nature  of  the  cafe  requires;  Lord,  for  Chrirs 
lake,  be  merciful  to  me  a  finner  juftly  con- 


God,  in  the  exercife  of  grace  in  a  fovereign 
way  IS  giving  the  means  to  fome,  which  he 
withholus  from  others,  and  conferring  effica¬ 
cious  grace  upon  fome,  which  he  withholds 
Irom  others  of  the  fame  defeription.  By 
means,  and  by  grace  conferred,  veflels  are 
formed  unto  honor.  Let  your  prayer  be. 

Lord,  witiiont  thy  grace  I  ffiall  be  a  vellel  unto 
diliionor. 

Finally,  let  all  remember,  that  as  none  by 
fearching  can  put  out  the  Almighty  unto  perjeclion^ 
io  we  cU  e  very  incompetent  to  know  and 
judge  of  all  the  realonsofthe  divine  conduct  in 
many  cafes.  To  folve  clearly  all  the  difficul¬ 
ties  that  may  be  ftated  concerning  the  foreordin¬ 
ations  of  heaven,  and  the  liberty  of  moral  a- 
gents,  is  no  e^fy  talk.  Clearly  to  fee  into  the 
reafons  why  God  hath  left  fome  nations  in 
gicat  ignorance,  while  others  enjoy  great 
light  and  means,  and  why  fome  are  formed 
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vefTels  unto  honor,  and  others  left  to  be  velT- 
els  unto  difhoh,or,is  not  for  us  weak,  fliort-fight- 
ed,  imperfect  mortals.  Chrift  hath  taught  us  mo- 
defty  here.  I  thank  thee,  O  Father,  that  thouhqfl 
hidden  thefe  things  from  the  wife  and  prudent,  and 
hqji  repealed  them  unto  babes :  Even  fo.  Father,  fot 
fo  it  feemedgood  in  thy  fight.  And  the  apoftlc 
fays,  0  the  depth  of  the  riches,  both  of  the  wifdom 
and  knowledge  of  God  !  How  unfearchable  are  bis 
Judgments,  and  his  ways  pqjl  finding  out !  For  who 
hath  known  the  mind  of  the  Lori  ?  Or  who  hath 
been  bis  counfello'r  f 


The  end  of  the  FOURTH  VOLUME* 
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